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Bright people. 
Create the difference. 

Student life
Based in the student city of Groningen, UCG resides in the heart of a vibrant, diverse 
community of young people from all over the world. With students comprising 
one in four of the city’s 202,810 residents, Groningen is both enormously fun and 
a safe place to live. UCG students live and study together, forging a unique community 
from each other’s distinct experiences and different cultural backgrounds. Moreover, 
while this residential city campus is a key feature of University College Groningen, our 
students lead busy, active lives outside of UCG and are involved in a wide variety of 
activities including student associations, sports clubs, arts events, charities and 
part-time jobs—to name a few.  

What makes UCG special?
› Small scale and personal study environment 
› Focus on Interdisciplinary project based education 
› Freedom to create your own curriculum  
› Residential housing located in the city centre 
› Studying in an international environment 
› Living in the best student city in the Netherlands 

Discover more of UCG at an  
Open Day or at an Experience Day. 

Ready to apply?
UCG students can be described in five traits: 
› You want to discover the solutions to real life challenges
› You are inquisitive and curious
› You enjoy problem-based, collaborative learning
› You want to develop your skills in multidisciplinary research
› You feel responsible for the future of yourself and others 

Entry Requirements:
Netherlands: VWO - Grade 7 overall 
International Baccalaureate: IB Diploma – 32 points minimum
UK: 3 x A-Level - average grade B or higher
Germany: Abitur – average grade 2.0 or higher
USA: 4 x AP tests – average grade 3.0 or higher

When you apply you need to demonstrate your motivation to study at UCG in a 
video or letter, and we’ll ask you to provide evidence of proficiency in English and 
mathematics. This can be done with your previous education background or 
with a test. 

Admission:
You need to apply in Studielink and complete your online application. We have  
150 spots available every academic year. We therefore recommend you apply as  
soon as possible.

Tuition fees and average living costs:

Please note: the statutory tuition fee for 1st year students will be cut in half.  
Specific requirements can be found on our website. 

BA/BSc Liberal Arts 
and Sciences

www.rug.nl/ucg/visit

Accommodation  

€ 475 
month

Tuition - EU  

€ 4,085 
year

Books 

€ 60 
month

Insurances  

€ 100
month

Tuition - Non EU  

€ 12,100
year

Food & Drink

€ 200 
month

Other living costs 

€ 80
month

Bicycle 

 €  50 -100
one-off

Cairo Geha >> British/American, Class of 2017 
I believe the LAS programme is one of the most unique and 
ideologically developed programmes offered at the UoG. Emphasis 
at the UCG is placed on the method of learning and the actual use of 
information, rather than on the temporary memorization of material 
for an ensuing test. Now that I’ve completed my bachelor’s degree I 
will start my master’s programme in Cognition and Communication 
at the University of Copenhagen.  

“
”

Majors and Major Specialisations 
As the illustration below shows, students have the opportunity to study three majors 
in addition to the core programme: Sciences, Social Sciences or Humanities. Within 
each major, major specialisations allow students to combine different academic 
disciplines or perspectives into a specific programme that fits the interest and the 
prospective Master orientation of the student. In addition to selecting a specific major, 
you can also opt to study a free major. This means you can choose any combination of 
the courses on offer.  

The outer circle shows a small number of the courses we offer within each
major discipline. 

Liberal Arts and Sciences at UCG
The Netherlands 

To see the path forward, take a step back. 
At University College Groningen, we understand that complex global challenges 
cannot be addressed from a single perspective. It’s the reason our Liberal Arts and 
Sciences programme offers an interdisciplinary approach to global challenges in the 
context of project-based education. And it’s why we give our students considerable 
freedom to design their own curriculum that suits their individual interests, skills 
and ambitions. 

Taught entirely in English, our programme will allow you to explore the Sciences, 
Social Sciences and Humanities. From here, you’ll have the option to study either 
two or three of these disciplines before choosing from one of the major directions. 
Through real-world projects, you’ll see extensive development of your 
academic skills. The programme will prepare you for further study and careers in a 
variety of areas including business, governmental organisations, NGO’s, scientific 
research, the arts, and more.  

Welcome message from the Dean  

We’re proud to have developed our curriculum 
to meet the needs of motivated, broadly-oriented 
students who want to find solutions for the complex 
global challenges of our time. 
 
Studying Liberal Arts and Sciences at UCG, you’ll 
use your imagination and creativity to explore 
new horizons in an environment that facilitates 
engagement with the broader community. And you’ll 
experience our unique combination of solid academic 
teaching and a collaborative project-based education. 
 
We’re pleased to offer inquisitive and engaged 
students from around the globe an international 
classroom in one of Europe’s happiest* and most 
dynamic student cities. With an open and solid 
Liberal Arts and Sciences curriculum, innovative 
teaching methods, and a vibrant academic and social 
community, you’re able to fully develop your potential, 
while making a meaningful contribution to the grand 
challenges we face today. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to Groningen.

Prof. Dr. Hans van Ees
Dean of University 
College Groningen

*European Commission Research

World Language Programme
The World Language Programme (WLP) offers two-year courses in Arabic, Chinese, 
Dutch, or Spanish. The courses run over 30-32 weeks (October-June) and have 2 
hours of class per week, plus exams (70 hours in total). The WLP is not formally a part 
of the UCG curriculum, but students can gain 2 x 2.5 (5) ECTS for their minor. Note, 
however, that the amount of credits is only partly a compensation for the time and 
work required to successfully complete the WLP. It covers the teaching and exam 
hours, not the self-study, which UCG considers to be an extracurricular activity. 

Project-based education at UCG 
Education at UCG centres around collaborative, project-based learning. Working in 
interdisciplinary teams, you’ll learn to integrate your academic knowledge and skills 
with creative approaches to the complex global challenges we face today. 

Anne de Vries – Student of the Year 2018
>> Dutch, Class of 2018
What I loved most about UCG, next to its sense of community and 
my amazing semester in Canada, was obtaining a level of critical 
thinking that is widely applicable in all areas of my personal 
interests. The many projects were also great opportunities to do 
more than develop yourself, and truly contribute to society, from 
going to Rome to working with the Dutch Council for Refugees.  
I will definitely take the skills obtained from these opportunities  at 
UCG to my upcoming MA in Journalism at the RUG.  

”

What will you study?
Year 1
In the first year you’ll follow a core programme of 30 credits. You’ll explore global 
challenges in a series of theme courses and projects, where you’ll learn to apply 
knowledge and creative approaches to complex problems. You’ll also study research 
methods, logic, math, and philosophy of science, whilst developing your academic 
communication and interpersonal skills. 
 
The remainder of the programme is up to you to decide. You just need to make sure 
you attain 20 credits in one of the three major fields: Sciences, Social Sciences and 
Humanities, and 10 credits outside your major field.  
30 credits core programme:

›  Challenges of Modern Society 
›  Research and Methodology 
›  Integrative projects and academic skills 
 

30 credits – your choice. 
Make your selection out of 30 courses within the following disciplines:

› Sciences
› Social Sciences
› Humanities

Year 2 and Year 3 
In your second year, you’ll have the chance to study your major discipline (35 credits), 
an integrative project (10 credits), and a Research and Methodology programme 
(15 credits). 
 
In your third and final year you’ll gain some international experience, which could 
include study abroad (30 credits). Australia, Japan and the United States are just 
a few examples of countries where our students have travelled to for their 
exchange period. On top of this you’ll complete your major specialisation  
(15 credits), Bachelor thesis (10 credits) and a capstone project (5 credits). 

You need to achieve 60 credits
in each year of the degree

“
“ • LAW IN AN EXPANDING WORLD

 
• GLOBALIZATION AND 

    CORPORATE STRATEGY
 

• INTERNATIONAL MARKETING 
 

• HUMAN FACTORS AND HUMAN ERROR 
 

• CRIMINAL LAW AND CRIMINOLOGY
 

• POLICY AND PRINCIPLES OF PRIVATE LAW 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS •
 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL •
                                                   PSYCHOLOGY
 
                                           POLICY MAKING IN THE EU •

MODERN PHYSICS  •
 

BIOCHEMISTRY  •
 

PHARMACEUTICAL  •
                                          ROADMAP  
 

GENETICS  •
 
      CLASSICAL MECHANICS •   

    AND RELATIVITY  
 
                MEDICAL •
                   MICROBIOLOGY  
 

SCIENTIFIC PRINCIPLES •
                        OF COOKING       
 

HUMAN ANATOMY & •
                              HISTOLOGY 
 

STEM CELL BIOLOGY •

• HOW ART MAKES THE WORLD
 

• MUSIC IN CULTURE 
 

• POLITICS OF THEATRE/ 
  THEATRE OF    POLITICS
 

• CULTURAL CRITICISM 
 

• ATLAS OF CITY STORIES 
 
• THEORY AND PRACTICE 
    OF MEDIATION 
 
• METAPHOR, MEANING 
   AND TRUTH 
 
• INTRODUCTION TO   
   LINGUISTICS 

Sample project  
The Noorderbrug Project  
In this project, UCG students collaborate with art students from Academy Minerva 
and clients from De Noorderburg, an organisation that provides care and housing for 
people with acquired brain injuries. This collaboration entails research using arts-
based, participatory methods within these mixed teams. The project is an example 
of community engagement during which students explore processes and instances 
of in- and exclusion in Groningen by undertaking various activities together. The 
teams travel by bike/ wheelchair or bus to visit and assess accessibility and inclusivity 
of cafés and pubs in town, and each other’s homes. Photography plays a key role in 
documenting and analyzing experiences together. In their research, students combine 
insights from medical sciences, psychology, sociology, geography and arts. Project 
outcomes include photo-based exhibitions in academic and nonacademic settings, 
with the goal of engaging communities in dialogues on experiences and implications 
of difference in shaping ‘inclusive cities’. In addition, students presented their research 
at an international conference in Ireland in 2018 and wrote an article for a journal.

”

Dr. Bettina van Hoven, Project Supervisor 
The Noorderbrug Project turned out to be a meaningful 
space of encounter. Students experienced they had more 
similarities with their teammates, some of whom were in 
wheelchairs or communicated via eye-tracking operated 
speech computers, then they initially thought. This 
mosaic, made of bits and pieces from all team members, 
represents their sense of sameness, rather than their 
perceived differences. 

Jona Haxhialiu >> Albanian, Class of 2019
Here at UCG, you truly study differently; that is how you become 
a multi-skilled individual. As you get to know all the students 
and staff, which certainly for international students is very nice, 
UCG begins to feel like a second home.  

” “
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What will you study?
Year 1
In the first year you’ll follow a core programme of 30 credits. You’ll explore global 
challenges in a series of theme courses and projects, where you’ll learn to apply 
knowledge and creative approaches to complex problems. You’ll also study research 
methods, logic, math, and philosophy of science, whilst developing your academic 
communication and interpersonal skills. 
 
The remainder of the programme is up to you to decide. You just need to make sure 
you attain 20 credits in one of the three major fields: Sciences, Social Sciences and 
Humanities, and 10 credits outside your major field.  
30 credits core programme:

›  Challenges of Modern Society 
›  Research and Methodology 
›  Integrative projects and academic skills 
 

30 credits – your choice. 
Make your selection out of 30 courses within the following disciplines:

› Sciences
› Social Sciences
› Humanities

Year 2 and Year 3 
In your second year, you’ll have the chance to study your major discipline (35 credits), 
an integrative project (10 credits), and a Research and Methodology programme 
(15 credits). 
 
In your third and final year you’ll gain some international experience, which could 
include study abroad (30 credits). Australia, Japan and the United States are just 
a few examples of countries where our students have travelled to for their 
exchange period. On top of this you’ll complete your major specialisation  
(15 credits), Bachelor thesis (10 credits) and a capstone project (5 credits). 

You need to achieve 60 credits
in each year of the degree

“
“

• LAW IN AN EXPANDING WORLD
 

• GLOBALIZATION AND 
    CORPORATE STRATEGY

 
• INTERNATIONAL MARKETING 

 
• HUMAN FACTORS AND HUMAN ERROR 

 
• CRIMINAL LAW AND CRIMINOLOGY

 
• POLICY AND PRINCIPLES OF PRIVATE LAW 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS •
 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL •
                                                   PSYCHOLOGY
 
                                           POLICY MAKING IN THE EU •

MODERN PHYSICS  •
 

BIOCHEMISTRY  •
 

PHARMACEUTICAL  •
                                          ROADMAP  
 

GENETICS  •
 
      CLASSICAL MECHANICS •   

    AND RELATIVITY  
 
                MEDICAL •
                   MICROBIOLOGY  
 

SCIENTIFIC PRINCIPLES •
                        OF COOKING       
 

HUMAN ANATOMY & •
                              HISTOLOGY 
 

STEM CELL BIOLOGY •

• HOW ART MAKES THE WORLD
 

• MUSIC IN CULTURE 
 

• POLITICS OF THEATRE/ 
  THEATRE OF    POLITICS
 

• CULTURAL CRITICISM 
 

• ATLAS OF CITY STORIES 
 
• THEORY AND PRACTICE 
    OF MEDIATION 
 
• METAPHOR, MEANING 
   AND TRUTH 
 
• INTRODUCTION TO   
   LINGUISTICS 

Sample project
  

The Noorderbrug Project  
In this project, UCG students collaborate with art students from Academy Minerva 
and clients from De Noorderburg, an organisation that provides care and housing for 
people with acquired brain injuries. This collaboration entails research using arts-
based, participatory methods within these mixed teams. The project is an example 
of community engagement during which students explore processes and instances 
of in- and exclusion in Groningen by undertaking various activities together. The 
teams travel by bike/ wheelchair or bus to visit and assess accessibility and inclusivity 
of cafés and pubs in town, and each other’s homes. Photography plays a key role in 
documenting and analyzing experiences together. In their research, students combine 
insights from medical sciences, psychology, sociology, geography and arts. Project 
outcomes include photo-based exhibitions in academic and nonacademic settings, 
with the goal of engaging communities in dialogues on experiences and implications 
of difference in shaping ‘inclusive cities’. In addition, students presented their research 
at an international conference in Ireland in 2018 and wrote an article for a journal.

”

Dr. Bettina van Hoven, Project Supervisor 
The Noorderbrug Project turned out to be a meaningful 
space of encounter. Students experienced they had more 
similarities with their teammates, some of whom were in 
wheelchairs or communicated via eye-tracking operated 
speech computers, then they initially thought. This 
mosaic, made of bits and pieces from all team members, 
represents their sense of sameness, rather than their 
perceived differences. 

Jona Haxhialiu >> Albanian, Class of 2019
Here at UCG, you truly study differently; that is how you become 
a multi-skilled individual. As you get to know all the students 
and staff, which certainly for international students is very nice, 
UCG begins to feel like a second home.  ”“



 

Hoendiepskade 23/24
9718 BG Groningen
The Netherlands
+31 (0) 50 363 3512 

Social Media
Facebook / ucgroningen
Instagram / ucgroningen
YouTube / ucgroningen
WhatsApp: +31 655 761 938 

Contact
www.rug.nl/ucg
ucg@rug.nl

Skype: university.college.groningen

Bright people. 
Create the difference. 

Student life
Based in the student city of Groningen, UCG resides in the heart of a vibrant, diverse 
community of young people from all over the world. With students comprising 
one in four of the city’s 202,810 residents, Groningen is both enormously fun and 
a safe place to live. UCG students live and study together, forging a unique community 
from each other’s distinct experiences and different cultural backgrounds. Moreover, 
while this residential city campus is a key feature of University College Groningen, our 
students lead busy, active lives outside of UCG and are involved in a wide variety of 
activities including student associations, sports clubs, arts events, charities and 
part-time jobs—to name a few.  

What makes UCG special?
› Small scale and personal study environment 
› Focus on Interdisciplinary project based education 
› Freedom to create your own curriculum  
› Residential housing located in the city centre 
› Studying in an international environment 
› Living in the best student city in the Netherlands 

Discover more of UCG at an  
Open Day or at an Experience Day. 

Ready to apply?
UCG students can be described in five traits: 
› You want to discover the solutions to real life challenges
› You are inquisitive and curious
› You enjoy problem-based, collaborative learning
› You want to develop your skills in multidisciplinary research
› You feel responsible for the future of yourself and others 

Entry Requirements:
Netherlands: VWO - Grade 7 overall 
International Baccalaureate: IB Diploma – 32 points minimum
UK: 3 x A-Level - average grade B or higher
Germany: Abitur – average grade 2.0 or higher
USA: 4 x AP tests – average grade 3.0 or higher

When you apply you need to demonstrate your motivation to study at UCG in a 
video or letter, and we’ll ask you to provide evidence of proficiency in English and 
mathematics. This can be done with your previous education background or 
with a test. 

Admission:
You need to apply in Studielink and complete your online application. We have  
150 spots available every academic year. We therefore recommend you apply as  
soon as possible.

Tuition fees and average living costs:

Please note: the statutory tuition fee for 1st year students will be cut in half.  
Specific requirements can be found on our website. 

BA/BSc Liberal Arts 
and Sciences

www.rug.nl/ucg/visit

Accommodation  

€ 475 month

Tuition - EU  

€ 4,085 
year

Books 

€ 60 month

Insurances  

€ 100 month

Tuition - Non EU  

€ 12,100 year

Food & Drink

€ 200 month

Other living costs 

€ 80 month

Bicycle 

 €  50 -100 one-off

Cairo Geha >> British/American, Class of 2017 
I believe the LAS programme is one of the most unique and 
ideologically developed programmes offered at the UoG. Emphasis 
at the UCG is placed on the method of learning and the actual use of 
information, rather than on the temporary memorization of material 
for an ensuing test. Now that I’ve completed my bachelor’s degree I 
will start my master’s programme in Cognition and Communication 
at the University of Copenhagen.  “

”

Majors and Major Specialisations 
As the illustration below shows, students have the opportunity to study three majors 
in addition to the core programme: Sciences, Social Sciences or Humanities. Within 
each major, major specialisations allow students to combine different academic 
disciplines or perspectives into a specific programme that fits the interest and the 
prospective Master orientation of the student. In addition to selecting a specific major, 
you can also opt to study a free major. This means you can choose any combination of 
the courses on offer.  

The outer circle shows a small number of the courses we offer within each
major discipline. 

Liberal Arts and Sciences at UCG
The Netherlands 

To see the path forward, take a step back. 
At University College Groningen, we understand that complex global challenges 
cannot be addressed from a single perspective. It’s the reason our Liberal Arts and 
Sciences programme offers an interdisciplinary approach to global challenges in the 
context of project-based education. And it’s why we give our students considerable 
freedom to design their own curriculum that suits their individual interests, skills 
and ambitions. 

Taught entirely in English, our programme will allow you to explore the Sciences, 
Social Sciences and Humanities. From here, you’ll have the option to study either 
two or three of these disciplines before choosing from one of the major directions. 
Through real-world projects, you’ll see extensive development of your 
academic skills. The programme will prepare you for further study and careers in a 
variety of areas including business, governmental organisations, NGO’s, scientific 
research, the arts, and more.  

Welcome message from the Dean  

We’re proud to have developed our curriculum 
to meet the needs of motivated, broadly-oriented 
students who want to find solutions for the complex 
global challenges of our time. 
 
Studying Liberal Arts and Sciences at UCG, you’ll 
use your imagination and creativity to explore 
new horizons in an environment that facilitates 
engagement with the broader community. And you’ll 
experience our unique combination of solid academic 
teaching and a collaborative project-based education. 
 
We’re pleased to offer inquisitive and engaged 
students from around the globe an international 
classroom in one of Europe’s happiest* and most 
dynamic student cities. With an open and solid 
Liberal Arts and Sciences curriculum, innovative 
teaching methods, and a vibrant academic and social 
community, you’re able to fully develop your potential, 
while making a meaningful contribution to the grand 
challenges we face today. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to Groningen.

Prof. Dr. Hans van Ees
Dean of University 
College Groningen

*European Commission Research

World Language Programme
The World Language Programme (WLP) offers two-year courses in Arabic, Chinese, 
Dutch, or Spanish. The courses run over 30-32 weeks (October-June) and have 2 
hours of class per week, plus exams (70 hours in total). The WLP is not formally a part 
of the UCG curriculum, but students can gain 2 x 2.5 (5) ECTS for their minor. Note, 
however, that the amount of credits is only partly a compensation for the time and 
work required to successfully complete the WLP. It covers the teaching and exam 
hours, not the self-study, which UCG considers to be an extracurricular activity. 

Project-based education at UCG 
Education at UCG centres around collaborative, project-based learning. Working in 
interdisciplinary teams, you’ll learn to integrate your academic knowledge and skills 
with creative approaches to the complex global challenges we face today. 

Anne de Vries – Student of the Year 2018
>> Dutch, Class of 2018
What I loved most about UCG, next to its sense of community and 
my amazing semester in Canada, was obtaining a level of critical 
thinking that is widely applicable in all areas of my personal 
interests. The many projects were also great opportunities to do 
more than develop yourself, and truly contribute to society, from 
going to Rome to working with the Dutch Council for Refugees.  
I will definitely take the skills obtained from these opportunities  at 
UCG to my upcoming MA in Journalism at the RUG.  ”

What will you study?
Year 1
In the first year you’ll follow a core programme of 30 credits. You’ll explore global 
challenges in a series of theme courses and projects, where you’ll learn to apply 
knowledge and creative approaches to complex problems. You’ll also study research 
methods, logic, math, and philosophy of science, whilst developing your academic 
communication and interpersonal skills. 
 
The remainder of the programme is up to you to decide. You just need to make sure 
you attain 20 credits in one of the three major fields: Sciences, Social Sciences and 
Humanities, and 10 credits outside your major field.  
30 credits core programme:

›  Challenges of Modern Society 
›  Research and Methodology 
›  Integrative projects and academic skills 
 

30 credits – your choice. 
Make your selection out of 30 courses within the following disciplines:

› Sciences
› Social Sciences
› Humanities

Year 2 and Year 3 
In your second year, you’ll have the chance to study your major discipline (35 credits), 
an integrative project (10 credits), and a Research and Methodology programme 
(15 credits). 
 
In your third and final year you’ll gain some international experience, which could 
include study abroad (30 credits). Australia, Japan and the United States are just 
a few examples of countries where our students have travelled to for their 
exchange period. On top of this you’ll complete your major specialisation  
(15 credits), Bachelor thesis (10 credits) and a capstone project (5 credits). 

You need to achieve 60 credits
in each year of the degree

“
“

• LAW IN AN EXPANDING WORLD
 

• GLOBALIZATION AND 
    CORPORATE STRATEGY

 
• INTERNATIONAL MARKETING 

 
• HUMAN FACTORS AND HUMAN ERROR 

 
• CRIMINAL LAW AND CRIMINOLOGY

 
• POLICY AND PRINCIPLES OF PRIVATE LAW 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS •
 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL •
                                                   PSYCHOLOGY
 
                                           POLICY MAKING IN THE EU •

MODERN PHYSICS  •
 

BIOCHEMISTRY  •
 

PHARMACEUTICAL  •
                                          ROADMAP  
 

GENETICS  •
 
      CLASSICAL MECHANICS •   

    AND RELATIVITY  
 
                MEDICAL •
                   MICROBIOLOGY  
 

SCIENTIFIC PRINCIPLES •
                        OF COOKING       
 

HUMAN ANATOMY & •
                              HISTOLOGY 
 

STEM CELL BIOLOGY •

• HOW ART MAKES THE WORLD
 

• MUSIC IN CULTURE 
 

• POLITICS OF THEATRE/ 
  THEATRE OF    POLITICS
 

• CULTURAL CRITICISM 
 

• ATLAS OF CITY STORIES 
 
• THEORY AND PRACTICE 
    OF MEDIATION 
 
• METAPHOR, MEANING 
   AND TRUTH 
 
• INTRODUCTION TO   
   LINGUISTICS 

Sample project
  

The Noorderbrug Project  
In this project, UCG students collaborate with art students from Academy Minerva 
and clients from De Noorderburg, an organisation that provides care and housing for 
people with acquired brain injuries. This collaboration entails research using arts-
based, participatory methods within these mixed teams. The project is an example 
of community engagement during which students explore processes and instances 
of in- and exclusion in Groningen by undertaking various activities together. The 
teams travel by bike/ wheelchair or bus to visit and assess accessibility and inclusivity 
of cafés and pubs in town, and each other’s homes. Photography plays a key role in 
documenting and analyzing experiences together. In their research, students combine 
insights from medical sciences, psychology, sociology, geography and arts. Project 
outcomes include photo-based exhibitions in academic and nonacademic settings, 
with the goal of engaging communities in dialogues on experiences and implications 
of difference in shaping ‘inclusive cities’. In addition, students presented their research 
at an international conference in Ireland in 2018 and wrote an article for a journal.

”

Dr. Bettina van Hoven, Project Supervisor 
The Noorderbrug Project turned out to be a meaningful 
space of encounter. Students experienced they had more 
similarities with their teammates, some of whom were in 
wheelchairs or communicated via eye-tracking operated 
speech computers, then they initially thought. This 
mosaic, made of bits and pieces from all team members, 
represents their sense of sameness, rather than their 
perceived differences. 

Jona Haxhialiu >> Albanian, Class of 2019
Here at UCG, you truly study differently; that is how you become 
a multi-skilled individual. As you get to know all the students 
and staff, which certainly for international students is very nice, 
UCG begins to feel like a second home.  ”“



 

Hoendiepskade 23/24
9718 BG Groningen
The Netherlands
+31 (0) 50 363 3512 

Social Media
Facebook / ucgroningen
Instagram / ucgroningen
YouTube / ucgroningen
WhatsApp: +31 655 761 938 

Contact
www.rug.nl/ucg
ucg@rug.nl

Skype: university.college.groningen

Bright people. 
Create the difference. 

Student life
Based in the student city of Groningen, UCG resides in the heart of a vibrant, diverse 
community of young people from all over the world. With students comprising 
one in four of the city’s 202,810 residents, Groningen is both enormously fun and 
a safe place to live. UCG students live and study together, forging a unique community 
from each other’s distinct experiences and different cultural backgrounds. Moreover, 
while this residential city campus is a key feature of University College Groningen, our 
students lead busy, active lives outside of UCG and are involved in a wide variety of 
activities including student associations, sports clubs, arts events, charities and 
part-time jobs—to name a few.  

What makes UCG special?
› Small scale and personal study environment 
› Focus on Interdisciplinary project based education 
› Freedom to create your own curriculum  
› Residential housing located in the city centre 
› Studying in an international environment 
› Living in the best student city in the Netherlands 

Discover more of UCG at an  
Open Day or at an Experience Day. 

Ready to apply?
UCG students can be described in five traits: 
› You want to discover the solutions to real life challenges
› You are inquisitive and curious
› You enjoy problem-based, collaborative learning
› You want to develop your skills in multidisciplinary research
› You feel responsible for the future of yourself and others 

Entry Requirements:
Netherlands: VWO - Grade 7 overall 
International Baccalaureate: IB Diploma – 32 points minimum
UK: 3 x A-Level - average grade B or higher
Germany: Abitur – average grade 2.0 or higher
USA: 4 x AP tests – average grade 3.0 or higher

When you apply you need to demonstrate your motivation to study at UCG in a 
video or letter, and we’ll ask you to provide evidence of proficiency in English and 
mathematics. This can be done with your previous education background or 
with a test. 

Admission:
You need to apply in Studielink and complete your online application. We have  
150 spots available every academic year. We therefore recommend you apply as  
soon as possible.

Tuition fees and average living costs:

 

* The statutory tuition fee for 1st year students will be cut in half.  
 Specific requirements can be found on: www.rug.nl/ucg/application/finances 
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www.rug.nl/ucg/visit

Accommodation  

€ 475 month

Tuition - EU *  

€ 4,085 
year 

Books 

€ 60 month

Insurances  

€ 100 month

Tuition - Non EU  

€ 12,100 year

Food & Drink

€ 200 month

Other living costs 

€ 80 month

Bicycle 

 €  50 -100 one-off

Cairo Geha >> British/American, Class of 2017 
I believe the LAS programme is one of the most unique and 
ideologically developed programmes offered at the UoG. Emphasis 
at the UCG is placed on the method of learning and the actual use of 
information, rather than on the temporary memorization of material 
for an ensuing test. Now that I’ve completed my bachelor’s degree I 
will start my master’s programme in Cognition and Communication 
at the University of Copenhagen. “

”

Majors and Major Specialisations 
As the illustration below shows, students have the opportunity to study three majors 
in addition to the core programme: Sciences, Social Sciences or Humanities. Within 
each major, major specialisations allow students to combine different academic 
disciplines or perspectives into a specific programme that fits the interest and the 
prospective Master orientation of the student. In addition to selecting a specific major, 
you can also opt to study a free major. This means you can choose any combination of 
the courses on offer.  

The outer circle shows a small number of the courses we offer within each
major discipline. 

Liberal Arts and Sciences at UCG
The Netherlands 

To see the path forward, take a step back. 
At University College Groningen, we understand that complex global challenges 
cannot be addressed from a single perspective. It’s the reason our Liberal Arts and 
Sciences programme offers an interdisciplinary approach to global challenges in the 
context of project-based education. And it’s why we give our students considerable 
freedom to design their own curriculum that suits their individual interests, skills 
and ambitions. 

Taught entirely in English, our programme will allow you to explore the Sciences, 
Social Sciences and Humanities. From here, you’ll have the option to study either 
two or three of these disciplines before choosing from one of the major directions. 
Through real-world projects, you’ll see extensive development of your 
academic skills. The programme will prepare you for further study and careers in a 
variety of areas including business, governmental organisations, NGO’s, scientific 
research, the arts, and more.  

Welcome message from the Dean  

We’re proud to have developed our curriculum 
to meet the needs of motivated, broadly-oriented 
students who want to find solutions for the complex 
global challenges of our time. 
 
Studying Liberal Arts and Sciences at UCG, you’ll 
use your imagination and creativity to explore 
new horizons in an environment that facilitates 
engagement with the broader community. And you’ll 
experience our unique combination of solid academic 
teaching and a collaborative project-based education. 
 
We’re pleased to offer inquisitive and engaged 
students from around the globe an international 
classroom in one of Europe’s happiest* and most 
dynamic student cities. With an open and solid 
Liberal Arts and Sciences curriculum, innovative 
teaching methods, and a vibrant academic and social 
community, you’re able to fully develop your potential, 
while making a meaningful contribution to the grand 
challenges we face today. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to Groningen.

Prof. Dr. Hans van Ees
Dean of University 
College Groningen

*European Commission Research

World Language Programme
The World Language Programme (WLP) offers two-year courses in Arabic, Chinese, 
Dutch, or Spanish. The courses run over 30-32 weeks (October-June) and have 2 
hours of class per week, plus exams (70 hours in total). The WLP is not formally a part 
of the UCG curriculum, but students can gain 2 x 2.5 (5) ECTS for their minor. Note, 
however, that the amount of credits is only partly a compensation for the time and 
work required to successfully complete the WLP. It covers the teaching and exam 
hours, not the self-study, which UCG considers to be an extracurricular activity. 

Project-based education at UCG 
Education at UCG centres around collaborative, project-based learning. Working in 
interdisciplinary teams, you’ll learn to integrate your academic knowledge and skills 
with creative approaches to the complex global challenges we face today. 

Anne de Vries – Student of the Year 2018
>> Dutch, Class of 2018
What I loved most about UCG, next to its sense of community and 
my amazing semester in Canada, was obtaining a level of critical 
thinking that is widely applicable in all areas of my personal 
interests. The many projects were also great opportunities to do 
more than develop yourself, and truly contribute to society, from 
going to Rome to working with the Dutch Council for Refugees.  
I will definitely take the skills obtained from these opportunities  at 
UCG to my upcoming MA in Journalism at the RUG.  ”

What will you study?
Year 1
In the first year you’ll follow a core programme of 30 credits. You’ll explore global 
challenges in a series of theme courses and projects, where you’ll learn to apply 
knowledge and creative approaches to complex problems. You’ll also study research 
methods, logic, math, and philosophy of science, whilst developing your academic 
communication and interpersonal skills. 
 
The remainder of the programme is up to you to decide. You just need to make sure 
you attain 20 credits in one of the three major fields: Sciences, Social Sciences and 
Humanities, and 10 credits outside your major field.  
30 credits core programme:

›  Challenges of Modern Society 
›  Research and Methodology 
›  Integrative projects and academic skills 
 

30 credits – your choice. 
Make your selection out of 30 courses within the following disciplines:

› Sciences
› Social Sciences
› Humanities

Year 2 and Year 3 
In your second year, you’ll have the chance to study your major discipline (35 credits), 
an integrative project (10 credits), and a Research and Methodology programme 
(15 credits). 
 
In your third and final year you’ll gain some international experience, which could 
include study abroad (30 credits). Australia, Japan and the United States are just 
a few examples of countries where our students have travelled to for their 
exchange period. On top of this you’ll complete your major specialisation  
(15 credits), Bachelor thesis (10 credits) and a capstone project (5 credits). 

You need to achieve 60 credits
in each year of the degree

“
“

• LAW IN AN EXPANDING WORLD
 

• GLOBALIZATION AND 
    CORPORATE STRATEGY

 
• INTERNATIONAL MARKETING 

 
• HUMAN FACTORS AND HUMAN ERROR 

 
• CRIMINAL LAW AND CRIMINOLOGY

 
• POLICY AND PRINCIPLES OF PRIVATE LAW 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS •
 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL •
                                                   PSYCHOLOGY
 
                                           POLICY MAKING IN THE EU •

MODERN PHYSICS  •
 

BIOCHEMISTRY  •
 

PHARMACEUTICAL  •
                                          ROADMAP  
 

GENETICS  •
 
      CLASSICAL MECHANICS •   

    AND RELATIVITY  
 
                MEDICAL •
                   MICROBIOLOGY  
 

SCIENTIFIC PRINCIPLES •
                        OF COOKING       
 

HUMAN ANATOMY & •
                              HISTOLOGY 
 

STEM CELL BIOLOGY •

• HOW ART MAKES THE WORLD
 

• MUSIC IN CULTURE 
 

• POLITICS OF THEATRE/ 
  THEATRE OF    POLITICS
 

• CULTURAL CRITICISM 
 

• ATLAS OF CITY STORIES 
 
• THEORY AND PRACTICE 
    OF MEDIATION 
 
• METAPHOR, MEANING 
   AND TRUTH 
 
• INTRODUCTION TO   
   LINGUISTICS 

Sample project
  

The Noorderbrug Project  
In this project, UCG students collaborate with art students from Academy Minerva 
and clients from De Noorderburg, an organisation that provides care and housing for 
people with acquired brain injuries. This collaboration entails research using arts-
based, participatory methods within these mixed teams. The project is an example 
of community engagement during which students explore processes and instances 
of in- and exclusion in Groningen by undertaking various activities together. The 
teams travel by bike/ wheelchair or bus to visit and assess accessibility and inclusivity 
of cafés and pubs in town, and each other’s homes. Photography plays a key role in 
documenting and analyzing experiences together. In their research, students combine 
insights from medical sciences, psychology, sociology, geography and arts. Project 
outcomes include photo-based exhibitions in academic and nonacademic settings, 
with the goal of engaging communities in dialogues on experiences and implications 
of difference in shaping ‘inclusive cities’. In addition, students presented their research 
at an international conference in Ireland in 2018 and wrote an article for a journal.

”

Dr. Bettina van Hoven, Project Supervisor 
The Noorderbrug Project turned out to be a meaningful 
space of encounter. Students experienced they had more 
similarities with their teammates, some of whom were in 
wheelchairs or communicated via eye-tracking operated 
speech computers, then they initially thought. This 
mosaic, made of bits and pieces from all team members, 
represents their sense of sameness, rather than their 
perceived differences. 

Jona Haxhialiu >> Albanian, Class of 2019
Here at UCG, you truly study differently; that is how you become 
a multi-skilled individual. As you get to know all the students 
and staff, which certainly for international students is very nice, 
UCG begins to feel like a second home.  ”“
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YouTube / ucgroningen
WhatsApp: +31 655 761 938 

Contact
www.rug.nl/ucg
ucg@rug.nl

Skype: university.college.groningen

Bright people. 
Create the difference. 

Student life
Based in the student city of Groningen, UCG resides in the heart of a vibrant, diverse 
community of young people from all over the world. With students comprising 
one in four of the city’s 202,810 residents, Groningen is both enormously fun and 
a safe place to live. UCG students live and study together, forging a unique community 
from each other’s distinct experiences and different cultural backgrounds. Moreover, 
while this residential city campus is a key feature of University College Groningen, our 
students lead busy, active lives outside of UCG and are involved in a wide variety of 
activities including student associations, sports clubs, arts events, charities and 
part-time jobs—to name a few.  

What makes UCG special?
› Small scale and personal study environment 
› Focus on Interdisciplinary project based education 
› Freedom to create your own curriculum  
› Residential housing located in the city centre 
› Studying in an international environment 
› Living in the best student city in the Netherlands 

Discover more of UCG at an  
Open Day or at an Experience Day. 

Ready to apply?
UCG students can be described in five traits: 
› You want to discover the solutions to real life challenges
› You are inquisitive and curious
› You enjoy problem-based, collaborative learning
› You want to develop your skills in multidisciplinary research
› You feel responsible for the future of yourself and others 

Entry Requirements:
Netherlands: VWO - Grade 7 overall 
International Baccalaureate: IB Diploma – 32 points minimum
UK: 3 x A-Level - average grade B or higher
Germany: Abitur – average grade 2.0 or higher
USA: 4 x AP tests – average grade 3.0 or higher

When you apply you need to demonstrate your motivation to study at UCG in a 
video or letter, and we’ll ask you to provide evidence of proficiency in English and 
mathematics. This can be done with your previous education background or 
with a test. 

Admission:
You need to apply in Studielink and complete your online application. We have  
150 spots available every academic year. We therefore recommend you apply as  
soon as possible.

Tuition fees and average living costs:

Please note: the statutory tuition fee for 1st year students will be cut in half.  
Specific requirements can be found on our website. 
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Cairo Geha >> British/American, Class of 2017 
I believe the LAS programme is one of the most unique and 
ideologically developed programmes offered at the UoG. Emphasis 
at the UCG is placed on the method of learning and the actual use of 
information, rather than on the temporary memorization of material 
for an ensuing test. Now that I’ve completed my bachelor’s degree I 
will start my master’s programme in Cognition and Communication 
at the University of Copenhagen.  

“
”

Majors and Major Specialisations 
As the illustration below shows, students have the opportunity to study three majors 
in addition to the core programme: Sciences, Social Sciences or Humanities. Within 
each major, major specialisations allow students to combine different academic 
disciplines or perspectives into a specific programme that fits the interest and the 
prospective Master orientation of the student. In addition to selecting a specific major, 
you can also opt to study a free major. This means you can choose any combination of 
the courses on offer.  

The outer circle shows a small number of the courses we offer within each
major discipline. 

Liberal Arts and Sciences at UCG
The Netherlands 

To see the path forward, take a step back. 
At University College Groningen, we understand that complex global challenges 
cannot be addressed from a single perspective. It’s the reason our Liberal Arts and 
Sciences programme offers an interdisciplinary approach to global challenges in the 
context of project-based education. And it’s why we give our students considerable 
freedom to design their own curriculum that suits their individual interests, skills 
and ambitions. 

Taught entirely in English, our programme will allow you to explore the Sciences, 
Social Sciences and Humanities. From here, you’ll have the option to study either 
two or three of these disciplines before choosing from one of the major directions. 
Through real-world projects, you’ll see extensive development of your 
academic skills. The programme will prepare you for further study and careers in a 
variety of areas including business, governmental organisations, NGO’s, scientific 
research, the arts, and more.  

Welcome message from the Dean  

We’re proud to have developed our curriculum 
to meet the needs of motivated, broadly-oriented 
students who want to find solutions for the complex 
global challenges of our time. 
 
Studying Liberal Arts and Sciences at UCG, you’ll 
use your imagination and creativity to explore 
new horizons in an environment that facilitates 
engagement with the broader community. And you’ll 
experience our unique combination of solid academic 
teaching and a collaborative project-based education. 
 
We’re pleased to offer inquisitive and engaged 
students from around the globe an international 
classroom in one of Europe’s happiest* and most 
dynamic student cities. With an open and solid 
Liberal Arts and Sciences curriculum, innovative 
teaching methods, and a vibrant academic and social 
community, you’re able to fully develop your potential, 
while making a meaningful contribution to the grand 
challenges we face today. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to Groningen.

Prof. Dr. Hans van Ees
Dean of University 
College Groningen

*European Commission Research

World Language Programme
The World Language Programme (WLP) offers two-year courses in Arabic, Chinese, 
Dutch, or Spanish. The courses run over 30-32 weeks (October-June) and have 2 
hours of class per week, plus exams (70 hours in total). The WLP is not formally a part 
of the UCG curriculum, but students can gain 2 x 2.5 (5) ECTS for their minor. Note, 
however, that the amount of credits is only partly a compensation for the time and 
work required to successfully complete the WLP. It covers the teaching and exam 
hours, not the self-study, which UCG considers to be an extracurricular activity. 

Project-based education at UCG 
Education at UCG centres around collaborative, project-based learning. Working in 
interdisciplinary teams, you’ll learn to integrate your academic knowledge and skills 
with creative approaches to the complex global challenges we face today. 

Anne de Vries – Student of the Year 2018
>> Dutch, Class of 2018
What I loved most about UCG, next to its sense of community and 
my amazing semester in Canada, was obtaining a level of critical 
thinking that is widely applicable in all areas of my personal 
interests. The many projects were also great opportunities to do 
more than develop yourself, and truly contribute to society, from 
going to Rome to working with the Dutch Council for Refugees.  
I will definitely take the skills obtained from these opportunities  at 
UCG to my upcoming MA in Journalism at the RUG.  

”

What will you study?
Year 1
In the first year you’ll follow a core programme of 30 credits. You’ll explore global 
challenges in a series of theme courses and projects, where you’ll learn to apply 
knowledge and creative approaches to complex problems. You’ll also study research 
methods, logic, math, and philosophy of science, whilst developing your academic 
communication and interpersonal skills. 
 
The remainder of the programme is up to you to decide. You just need to make sure 
you attain 20 credits in one of the three major fields: Sciences, Social Sciences and 
Humanities, and 10 credits outside your major field.  
30 credits core programme:

›  Challenges of Modern Society 
›  Research and Methodology 
›  Integrative projects and academic skills 
 

30 credits – your choice. 
Make your selection out of 30 courses within the following disciplines:

› Sciences
› Social Sciences
› Humanities

Year 2 and Year 3 
In your second year, you’ll have the chance to study your major discipline (35 credits), 
an integrative project (10 credits), and a Research and Methodology programme 
(15 credits). 
 
In your third and final year you’ll gain some international experience, which could 
include study abroad (30 credits). Australia, Japan and the United States are just 
a few examples of countries where our students have travelled to for their 
exchange period. On top of this you’ll complete your major specialisation  
(15 credits), Bachelor thesis (10 credits) and a capstone project (5 credits). 

You need to achieve 60 credits
in each year of the degree

“
“ • LAW IN AN EXPANDING WORLD

 
• GLOBALIZATION AND 

    CORPORATE STRATEGY
 

• INTERNATIONAL MARKETING 
 

• HUMAN FACTORS AND HUMAN ERROR 
 

• CRIMINAL LAW AND CRIMINOLOGY
 

• POLICY AND PRINCIPLES OF PRIVATE LAW 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS •
 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL •
                                                   PSYCHOLOGY
 
                                           POLICY MAKING IN THE EU •

MODERN PHYSICS  •
 

BIOCHEMISTRY  •
 

PHARMACEUTICAL  •
                                          ROADMAP  
 

GENETICS  •
 
      CLASSICAL MECHANICS •   

    AND RELATIVITY  
 
                MEDICAL •
                   MICROBIOLOGY  
 

SCIENTIFIC PRINCIPLES •
                        OF COOKING       
 

HUMAN ANATOMY & •
                              HISTOLOGY 
 

STEM CELL BIOLOGY •

• HOW ART MAKES THE WORLD
 

• MUSIC IN CULTURE 
 

• POLITICS OF THEATRE/ 
  THEATRE OF    POLITICS
 

• CULTURAL CRITICISM 
 

• ATLAS OF CITY STORIES 
 
• THEORY AND PRACTICE 
    OF MEDIATION 
 
• METAPHOR, MEANING 
   AND TRUTH 
 
• INTRODUCTION TO   
   LINGUISTICS 

Sample project  
The Noorderbrug Project  
In this project, UCG students collaborate with art students from Academy Minerva 
and clients from De Noorderburg, an organisation that provides care and housing for 
people with acquired brain injuries. This collaboration entails research using arts-
based, participatory methods within these mixed teams. The project is an example 
of community engagement during which students explore processes and instances 
of in- and exclusion in Groningen by undertaking various activities together. The 
teams travel by bike/ wheelchair or bus to visit and assess accessibility and inclusivity 
of cafés and pubs in town, and each other’s homes. Photography plays a key role in 
documenting and analyzing experiences together. In their research, students combine 
insights from medical sciences, psychology, sociology, geography and arts. Project 
outcomes include photo-based exhibitions in academic and nonacademic settings, 
with the goal of engaging communities in dialogues on experiences and implications 
of difference in shaping ‘inclusive cities’. In addition, students presented their research 
at an international conference in Ireland in 2018 and wrote an article for a journal.

”

Dr. Bettina van Hoven, Project Supervisor 
The Noorderbrug Project turned out to be a meaningful 
space of encounter. Students experienced they had more 
similarities with their teammates, some of whom were in 
wheelchairs or communicated via eye-tracking operated 
speech computers, then they initially thought. This 
mosaic, made of bits and pieces from all team members, 
represents their sense of sameness, rather than their 
perceived differences. 

Jona Haxhialiu >> Albanian, Class of 2019
Here at UCG, you truly study differently; that is how you become 
a multi-skilled individual. As you get to know all the students 
and staff, which certainly for international students is very nice, 
UCG begins to feel like a second home.  

” “



 

Hoendiepskade 23/24
9718 BG Groningen
The Netherlands
+31 (0) 50 363 3512 

Social Media
Facebook / ucgroningen
Instagram / ucgroningen
YouTube / ucgroningen
WhatsApp: +31 655 761 938 

Contact
www.rug.nl/ucg
ucg@rug.nl

Skype: university.college.groningen

Bright people. 
Create the difference. 

Student life
Based in the student city of Groningen, UCG resides in the heart of a vibrant, diverse 
community of young people from all over the world. With students comprising 
one in four of the city’s 202,810 residents, Groningen is both enormously fun and 
a safe place to live. UCG students live and study together, forging a unique community 
from each other’s distinct experiences and different cultural backgrounds. Moreover, 
while this residential city campus is a key feature of University College Groningen, our 
students lead busy, active lives outside of UCG and are involved in a wide variety of 
activities including student associations, sports clubs, arts events, charities and 
part-time jobs—to name a few.  

What makes UCG special?
› Small scale and personal study environment 
› Focus on Interdisciplinary project based education 
› Freedom to create your own curriculum  
› Residential housing located in the city centre 
› Studying in an international environment 
› Living in the best student city in the Netherlands 

Discover more of UCG at an  
Open Day or at an Experience Day. 

Ready to apply?
UCG students can be described in five traits: 
› You want to discover the solutions to real life challenges
› You are inquisitive and curious
› You enjoy problem-based, collaborative learning
› You want to develop your skills in multidisciplinary research
› You feel responsible for the future of yourself and others 

Entry Requirements:
Netherlands: VWO - Grade 7 overall 
International Baccalaureate: IB Diploma – 32 points minimum
UK: 3 x A-Level - average grade B or higher
Germany: Abitur – average grade 2.0 or higher
USA: 4 x AP tests – average grade 3.0 or higher

When you apply you need to demonstrate your motivation to study at UCG in a 
video or letter, and we’ll ask you to provide evidence of proficiency in English and 
mathematics. This can be done with your previous education background or 
with a test. 

Admission:
You need to apply in Studielink and complete your online application. We have  
150 spots available every academic year. We therefore recommend you apply as  
soon as possible.

Tuition fees and average living costs:

 

* The statutory tuition fee for 1st year students will be cut in half.  
 Specific requirements can be found on: www.rug.nl/ucg/application/finances 
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one-off

Cairo Geha >> British/American, Class of 2017 
I believe the LAS programme is one of the most unique and 
ideologically developed programmes offered at the UoG. Emphasis 
at the UCG is placed on the method of learning and the actual use of 
information, rather than on the temporary memorization of material 
for an ensuing test. Now that I’ve completed my bachelor’s degree I 
will start my master’s programme in Cognition and Communication 
at the University of Copenhagen.  

“
”

Majors and Major Specialisations 
As the illustration below shows, students have the opportunity to study three majors 
in addition to the core programme: Sciences, Social Sciences or Humanities. Within 
each major, major specialisations allow students to combine different academic 
disciplines or perspectives into a specific programme that fits the interest and the 
prospective Master orientation of the student. In addition to selecting a specific major, 
you can also opt to study a free major. This means you can choose any combination of 
the courses on offer.  

The outer circle shows a small number of the courses we offer within each
major discipline. 

Liberal Arts and Sciences at UCG
The Netherlands 

To see the path forward, take a step back. 
At University College Groningen, we understand that complex global challenges 
cannot be addressed from a single perspective. It’s the reason our Liberal Arts and 
Sciences programme offers an interdisciplinary approach to global challenges in the 
context of project-based education. And it’s why we give our students considerable 
freedom to design their own curriculum that suits their individual interests, skills 
and ambitions. 

Taught entirely in English, our programme will allow you to explore the Sciences, 
Social Sciences and Humanities. From here, you’ll have the option to study either 
two or three of these disciplines before choosing from one of the major directions. 
Through real-world projects, you’ll see extensive development of your 
academic skills. The programme will prepare you for further study and careers in a 
variety of areas including business, governmental organisations, NGO’s, scientific 
research, the arts, and more.  

Welcome message from the Dean  

We’re proud to have developed our curriculum 
to meet the needs of motivated, broadly-oriented 
students who want to find solutions for the complex 
global challenges of our time. 
 
Studying Liberal Arts and Sciences at UCG, you’ll 
use your imagination and creativity to explore 
new horizons in an environment that facilitates 
engagement with the broader community. And you’ll 
experience our unique combination of solid academic 
teaching and a collaborative project-based education. 
 
We’re pleased to offer inquisitive and engaged 
students from around the globe an international 
classroom in one of Europe’s happiest* and most 
dynamic student cities. With an open and solid 
Liberal Arts and Sciences curriculum, innovative 
teaching methods, and a vibrant academic and social 
community, you’re able to fully develop your potential, 
while making a meaningful contribution to the grand 
challenges we face today. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to Groningen.

Prof. Dr. Hans van Ees
Dean of University 
College Groningen

*European Commission Research

World Language Programme
The World Language Programme (WLP) offers two-year courses in Arabic, Chinese, 
Dutch, or Spanish. The courses run over 30-32 weeks (October-June) and have 2 
hours of class per week, plus exams (70 hours in total). The WLP is not formally a part 
of the UCG curriculum, but students can gain 2 x 2.5 (5) ECTS for their minor. Note, 
however, that the amount of credits is only partly a compensation for the time and 
work required to successfully complete the WLP. It covers the teaching and exam 
hours, not the self-study, which UCG considers to be an extracurricular activity. 

Project-based education at UCG 
Education at UCG centres around collaborative, project-based learning. Working in 
interdisciplinary teams, you’ll learn to integrate your academic knowledge and skills 
with creative approaches to the complex global challenges we face today. 

Anne de Vries – Student of the Year 2018
>> Dutch, Class of 2018
What I loved most about UCG, next to its sense of community and 
my amazing semester in Canada, was obtaining a level of critical 
thinking that is widely applicable in all areas of my personal 
interests. The many projects were also great opportunities to do 
more than develop yourself, and truly contribute to society, from 
going to Rome to working with the Dutch Council for Refugees.  
I will definitely take the skills obtained from these opportunities  at 
UCG to my upcoming MA in Journalism at the RUG.  

”

What will you study?
Year 1
In the first year you’ll follow a core programme of 30 credits. You’ll explore global 
challenges in a series of theme courses and projects, where you’ll learn to apply 
knowledge and creative approaches to complex problems. You’ll also study research 
methods, logic, math, and philosophy of science, whilst developing your academic 
communication and interpersonal skills. 
 
The remainder of the programme is up to you to decide. You just need to make sure 
you attain 20 credits in one of the three major fields: Sciences, Social Sciences and 
Humanities, and 10 credits outside your major field.  
30 credits core programme:

›  Challenges of Modern Society 
›  Research and Methodology 
›  Integrative projects and academic skills 
 

30 credits – your choice. 
Make your selection out of 30 courses within the following disciplines:

› Sciences
› Social Sciences
› Humanities

Year 2 and Year 3 
In your second year, you’ll have the chance to study your major discipline (35 credits), 
an integrative project (10 credits), and a Research and Methodology programme 
(15 credits). 
 
In your third and final year you’ll gain some international experience, which could 
include study abroad (30 credits). Australia, Japan and the United States are just 
a few examples of countries where our students have travelled to for their 
exchange period. On top of this you’ll complete your major specialisation  
(15 credits), Bachelor thesis (10 credits) and a capstone project (5 credits). 

You need to achieve 60 credits
in each year of the degree
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“ • LAW IN AN EXPANDING WORLD

 
• GLOBALIZATION AND 

    CORPORATE STRATEGY
 

• INTERNATIONAL MARKETING 
 

• HUMAN FACTORS AND HUMAN ERROR 
 

• CRIMINAL LAW AND CRIMINOLOGY
 

• POLICY AND PRINCIPLES OF PRIVATE LAW 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS •
 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL •
                                                   PSYCHOLOGY
 
                                           POLICY MAKING IN THE EU •

MODERN PHYSICS  •
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                                          ROADMAP  
 

GENETICS  •
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                MEDICAL •
                   MICROBIOLOGY  
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                        OF COOKING       
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STEM CELL BIOLOGY •

• HOW ART MAKES THE WORLD
 

• MUSIC IN CULTURE 
 

• POLITICS OF THEATRE/ 
  THEATRE OF    POLITICS
 

• CULTURAL CRITICISM 
 

• ATLAS OF CITY STORIES 
 
• THEORY AND PRACTICE 
    OF MEDIATION 
 
• METAPHOR, MEANING 
   AND TRUTH 
 
• INTRODUCTION TO   
   LINGUISTICS 

Sample project  
The Noorderbrug Project  
In this project, UCG students collaborate with art students from Academy Minerva 
and clients from De Noorderburg, an organisation that provides care and housing for 
people with acquired brain injuries. This collaboration entails research using arts-
based, participatory methods within these mixed teams. The project is an example 
of community engagement during which students explore processes and instances 
of in- and exclusion in Groningen by undertaking various activities together. The 
teams travel by bike/ wheelchair or bus to visit and assess accessibility and inclusivity 
of cafés and pubs in town, and each other’s homes. Photography plays a key role in 
documenting and analyzing experiences together. In their research, students combine 
insights from medical sciences, psychology, sociology, geography and arts. Project 
outcomes include photo-based exhibitions in academic and nonacademic settings, 
with the goal of engaging communities in dialogues on experiences and implications 
of difference in shaping ‘inclusive cities’. In addition, students presented their research 
at an international conference in Ireland in 2018 and wrote an article for a journal.

”

Dr. Bettina van Hoven, Project Supervisor 
The Noorderbrug Project turned out to be a meaningful 
space of encounter. Students experienced they had more 
similarities with their teammates, some of whom were in 
wheelchairs or communicated via eye-tracking operated 
speech computers, then they initially thought. This 
mosaic, made of bits and pieces from all team members, 
represents their sense of sameness, rather than their 
perceived differences. 

Jona Haxhialiu >> Albanian, Class of 2019
Here at UCG, you truly study differently; that is how you become 
a multi-skilled individual. As you get to know all the students 
and staff, which certainly for international students is very nice, 
UCG begins to feel like a second home.  

” “
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Facebook / ucgroningen
Instagram / ucgroningen
YouTube / ucgroningen
WhatsApp: +31 655 761 938 

Contact
www.rug.nl/ucg
ucg@rug.nl

Skype: university.college.groningen

Bright people. 
Create the difference. 

Student life
Based in the student city of Groningen, UCG resides in the heart of a vibrant, diverse 
community of young people from all over the world. With students comprising 
one in four of the city’s 202,810 residents, Groningen is both enormously fun and 
a safe place to live. UCG students live and study together, forging a unique community 
from each other’s distinct experiences and different cultural backgrounds. Moreover, 
while this residential city campus is a key feature of University College Groningen, our 
students lead busy, active lives outside of UCG and are involved in a wide variety of 
activities including student associations, sports clubs, arts events, charities and 
part-time jobs—to name a few.  

What makes UCG special?
› Small scale and personal study environment 
› Focus on Interdisciplinary project based education 
› Freedom to create your own curriculum  
› Residential housing located in the city centre 
› Studying in an international environment 
› Living in the best student city in the Netherlands 

Discover more of UCG at an  
Open Day or at an Experience Day. 

Ready to apply?
UCG students can be described in five traits: 
› You want to discover the solutions to real life challenges
› You are inquisitive and curious
› You enjoy problem-based, collaborative learning
› You want to develop your skills in multidisciplinary research
› You feel responsible for the future of yourself and others 

Entry Requirements:
Netherlands: VWO - Grade 7 overall 
International Baccalaureate: IB Diploma – 32 points minimum
UK: 3 x A-Level - average grade B or higher
Germany: Abitur – average grade 2.0 or higher
USA: 4 x AP tests – average grade 3.0 or higher

When you apply you need to demonstrate your motivation to study at UCG in a 
video or letter, and we’ll ask you to provide evidence of proficiency in English and 
mathematics. This can be done with your previous education background or 
with a test. 

Admission:
You need to apply in Studielink and complete your online application. We have  
150 spots available every academic year. We therefore recommend you apply as  
soon as possible.

Tuition fees and average living costs:

Please note: the statutory tuition fee for 1st year students will be cut in half.  
Specific requirements can be found on our website. 
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Cairo Geha >> British/American, Class of 2017 
I believe the LAS programme is one of the most unique and 
ideologically developed programmes offered at the UoG. Emphasis 
at the UCG is placed on the method of learning and the actual use of 
information, rather than on the temporary memorization of material 
for an ensuing test. Now that I’ve completed my bachelor’s degree I 
will start my master’s programme in Cognition and Communication 
at the University of Copenhagen.  

“
”

Majors and Major Specialisations 
As the illustration below shows, students have the opportunity to study three majors 
in addition to the core programme: Sciences, Social Sciences or Humanities. Within 
each major, major specialisations allow students to combine different academic 
disciplines or perspectives into a specific programme that fits the interest and the 
prospective Master orientation of the student. In addition to selecting a specific major, 
you can also opt to study a free major. This means you can choose any combination of 
the courses on offer.  

The outer circle shows a small number of the courses we offer within each
major discipline. 

Liberal Arts and Sciences at UCG
The Netherlands 

To see the path forward, take a step back. 
At University College Groningen, we understand that complex global challenges 
cannot be addressed from a single perspective. It’s the reason our Liberal Arts and 
Sciences programme offers an interdisciplinary approach to global challenges in the 
context of project-based education. And it’s why we give our students considerable 
freedom to design their own curriculum that suits their individual interests, skills 
and ambitions. 

Taught entirely in English, our programme will allow you to explore the Sciences, 
Social Sciences and Humanities. From here, you’ll have the option to study either 
two or three of these disciplines before choosing from one of the major directions. 
Through real-world projects, you’ll see extensive development of your 
academic skills. The programme will prepare you for further study and careers in a 
variety of areas including business, governmental organisations, NGO’s, scientific 
research, the arts, and more.  

Welcome message from the Dean  

We’re proud to have developed our curriculum 
to meet the needs of motivated, broadly-oriented 
students who want to find solutions for the complex 
global challenges of our time. 
 
Studying Liberal Arts and Sciences at UCG, you’ll 
use your imagination and creativity to explore 
new horizons in an environment that facilitates 
engagement with the broader community. And you’ll 
experience our unique combination of solid academic 
teaching and a collaborative project-based education. 
 
We’re pleased to offer inquisitive and engaged 
students from around the globe an international 
classroom in one of Europe’s happiest* and most 
dynamic student cities. With an open and solid 
Liberal Arts and Sciences curriculum, innovative 
teaching methods, and a vibrant academic and social 
community, you’re able to fully develop your potential, 
while making a meaningful contribution to the grand 
challenges we face today. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to Groningen.

Prof. Dr. Hans van Ees
Dean of University 
College Groningen

*European Commission Research

World Language Programme
The World Language Programme (WLP) offers two-year courses in Arabic, Chinese, 
Dutch, or Spanish. The courses run over 30-32 weeks (October-June) and have 2 
hours of class per week, plus exams (70 hours in total). The WLP is not formally a part 
of the UCG curriculum, but students can gain 2 x 2.5 (5) ECTS for their minor. Note, 
however, that the amount of credits is only partly a compensation for the time and 
work required to successfully complete the WLP. It covers the teaching and exam 
hours, not the self-study, which UCG considers to be an extracurricular activity. 

Project-based education at UCG 
Education at UCG centres around collaborative, project-based learning. Working in 
interdisciplinary teams, you’ll learn to integrate your academic knowledge and skills 
with creative approaches to the complex global challenges we face today. 

Anne de Vries – Student of the Year 2018
>> Dutch, Class of 2018
What I loved most about UCG, next to its sense of community and 
my amazing semester in Canada, was obtaining a level of critical 
thinking that is widely applicable in all areas of my personal 
interests. The many projects were also great opportunities to do 
more than develop yourself, and truly contribute to society, from 
going to Rome to working with the Dutch Council for Refugees.  
I will definitely take the skills obtained from these opportunities  at 
UCG to my upcoming MA in Journalism at the RUG.  

”

What will you study?
Year 1
In the first year you’ll follow a core programme of 30 credits. You’ll explore global 
challenges in a series of theme courses and projects, where you’ll learn to apply 
knowledge and creative approaches to complex problems. You’ll also study research 
methods, logic, math, and philosophy of science, whilst developing your academic 
communication and interpersonal skills. 
 
The remainder of the programme is up to you to decide. You just need to make sure 
you attain 20 credits in one of the three major fields: Sciences, Social Sciences and 
Humanities, and 10 credits outside your major field.  
30 credits core programme:

›  Challenges of Modern Society 
›  Research and Methodology 
›  Integrative projects and academic skills 
 

30 credits – your choice. 
Make your selection out of 30 courses within the following disciplines:

› Sciences
› Social Sciences
› Humanities

Year 2 and Year 3 
In your second year, you’ll have the chance to study your major discipline (35 credits), 
an integrative project (10 credits), and a Research and Methodology programme 
(15 credits). 
 
In your third and final year you’ll gain some international experience, which could 
include study abroad (30 credits). Australia, Japan and the United States are just 
a few examples of countries where our students have travelled to for their 
exchange period. On top of this you’ll complete your major specialisation  
(15 credits), Bachelor thesis (10 credits) and a capstone project (5 credits). 

You need to achieve 60 credits
in each year of the degree

“
“ • LAW IN AN EXPANDING WORLD

 
• GLOBALIZATION AND 

    CORPORATE STRATEGY
 

• INTERNATIONAL MARKETING 
 

• HUMAN FACTORS AND HUMAN ERROR 
 

• CRIMINAL LAW AND CRIMINOLOGY
 

• POLICY AND PRINCIPLES OF PRIVATE LAW 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS •
 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL •
                                                   PSYCHOLOGY
 
                                           POLICY MAKING IN THE EU •

MODERN PHYSICS  •
 

BIOCHEMISTRY  •
 

PHARMACEUTICAL  •
                                          ROADMAP  
 

GENETICS  •
 
      CLASSICAL MECHANICS •   

    AND RELATIVITY  
 
                MEDICAL •
                   MICROBIOLOGY  
 

SCIENTIFIC PRINCIPLES •
                        OF COOKING       
 

HUMAN ANATOMY & •
                              HISTOLOGY 
 

STEM CELL BIOLOGY •

• HOW ART MAKES THE WORLD
 

• MUSIC IN CULTURE 
 

• POLITICS OF THEATRE/ 
  THEATRE OF    POLITICS
 

• CULTURAL CRITICISM 
 

• ATLAS OF CITY STORIES 
 
• THEORY AND PRACTICE 
    OF MEDIATION 
 
• METAPHOR, MEANING 
   AND TRUTH 
 
• INTRODUCTION TO   
   LINGUISTICS 

Sample project  
The Noorderbrug Project  
In this project, UCG students collaborate with art students from Academy Minerva 
and clients from De Noorderburg, an organisation that provides care and housing for 
people with acquired brain injuries. This collaboration entails research using arts-
based, participatory methods within these mixed teams. The project is an example 
of community engagement during which students explore processes and instances 
of in- and exclusion in Groningen by undertaking various activities together. The 
teams travel by bike/ wheelchair or bus to visit and assess accessibility and inclusivity 
of cafés and pubs in town, and each other’s homes. Photography plays a key role in 
documenting and analyzing experiences together. In their research, students combine 
insights from medical sciences, psychology, sociology, geography and arts. Project 
outcomes include photo-based exhibitions in academic and nonacademic settings, 
with the goal of engaging communities in dialogues on experiences and implications 
of difference in shaping ‘inclusive cities’. In addition, students presented their research 
at an international conference in Ireland in 2018 and wrote an article for a journal.

”

Dr. Bettina van Hoven, Project Supervisor 
The Noorderbrug Project turned out to be a meaningful 
space of encounter. Students experienced they had more 
similarities with their teammates, some of whom were in 
wheelchairs or communicated via eye-tracking operated 
speech computers, then they initially thought. This 
mosaic, made of bits and pieces from all team members, 
represents their sense of sameness, rather than their 
perceived differences. 

Jona Haxhialiu >> Albanian, Class of 2019
Here at UCG, you truly study differently; that is how you become 
a multi-skilled individual. As you get to know all the students 
and staff, which certainly for international students is very nice, 
UCG begins to feel like a second home.  

” “



Create the 
difference

Bright people. Create the difference. 

At University College Groningen.

Visit UCG! 

www.rug.nl/ucg/visit




