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The Rules and Regulations as referred to in Articles 7.12b.1 and 3 of the 

Higher Education and Research Act (WHW; Wet op het hoger onderwijs en 

wetenschappelijk onderzoek) for the degree programme Research master 

Behavioural and Social Sciences 

 

The Board of Examiners for the degree programme Research master Behavioural and  

Social Sciences having regard to Articles 7.12b.1 and 7.12b.3 of the Higher Education and 

Research Act, 

 

DECIDED 

 

to set the following rules and regulations for the degree programme Research Master 

Behavioural and Social Sciences 
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Article 1 – Definitions 

 

The following definitions apply to these Rules and Regulations: 

OER: the Teaching and Examination Regulations for the degree programme listed in Article 1, 

most recently updated on 16 June 2020. 

 

Examinee: a person taking an examination or final assessment 

Final assessment: the final assessment for the Master’s degree programme, which is considered 

to be passed if all the requirements of the entire Master’s degree programme have been satisfied 

 

Examination: a test of the knowledge, understanding and skills of students, including an 

assessment of the results, considering a part of the degree programme 

 

Student: a person registered at the University for the purpose of taking course units and/ or 

examinations leading to the conferral of a university degree 

 

Board of Examiners: The Board of Examiners of the Research Master Behavioural and  Social 

Sciences 

 

Article 2 – Day-to-day affairs of the Board of Examiners 

 

1. The Board of Examiners will appoint from its members a committee, who will be charged 

with the administrative duties of the Board of Examiners. 

 

2. The administrative duties include: 

a. decisions concerning approval of teaching units as referred to in Article 7.3.d of the 

WHW  

b. decisions concerning regulations that at the request of the student may deviate from the 

current provisions 

c. decisions concerning exemptions 

d. preparations to determine the results of final assessments 

e. determining measures in the event of an infringement of the due procedure during an 

examination within the meaning of Article 9 or in the event of fraud within the meaning 

of Article 10. 

 

This committee is accountable to the Board of Examiners. 

 
Article 3 – Taking examinations 

1. The Board of Examiners will appoint one or more examiners for each examination. 

 

2. Every examination will be a survey by the examiner of the knowledge, understanding 

and skills of the student, as well as an assessment of the results of that survey. 

 

3. In the event that one and the same examination is held and assessed by more than one 

examiner, whether or not at the same time, the Board of Examiners will ensure that 

the examiners all use the same assessment criteria. 

To this end, the assessment criteria will be set out in writing by the relevant  examiners 

in advance. If necessary, the Board of Examiners will appoint one of the examiners to 

be the main examiner. 

 

4. The examiner will ascertain whether the conditions for taking the examination have 

been met. 

 

5. If a student has already passed a course unit, that student may take that exam again. 

The highest mark will apply. 
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Article 4 – Determining the results of the final assessment 

 

1. The Board of Examiners will determine the mark for the final assessment by a simple 

majority vote [of all members]. 

 

2. If there is not a majority, then the examinee will be failed. 

 

Article 5 – Times 

  

1. Written examinations will be taken at times that will be determined by the Board of 

Examiners at least two months before the start of the relevant semester, in consultation 

with the relevant examiners and in accordance with the provisions of the OER. 

 

2. When determining the times referred to in Article 5.1, examinations will not be planned 

concurrently, as far as possible. 

 

3. Changes to a time as referred to in Article 5.1 may only take place as a result of force 

majeure, for example the non-availability of the required examination hall. 

 

4. Oral examinations will be taken at a time to be agreed between the examiner or 

examiners in question and the examinee.  

 

5. The provisions of Article 5.4 will also apply as far as possible to examinations to be taken 

in a form other than written or oral. 

 

 

Article 6 – Requests for an additional examination opportunity 

 

1. The examinee may submit a request to the Board of Examiners for an additional 

examination opportunity. 

 

2. Such requests may be granted if the examinee did not pass the examination in question 

due to force majeure and not granting an additional examination opportunity would 

result in unacceptable study delay.  
 
The following criteria apply to granting an additional examination opportunity for the last 
course unit of the degree programme: 

 It must be the last examination result needed 

 The study delay if the additional examination opportunity is not granted would be at 

least a semester 

 The examinee must have participated in the last two regular examination       

opportunities for the course unit for which the additional examination opportunity is 

being requested.  
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Article 7 – Request for exemption 

 

1. Requests for exemption, stating reasons, must be submitted in writing to the Board of 

Examiners by sending an email to the Graduate School (gradschool.bss@rug.nl). 

 

2. The Board of Examiners will make a decision within essentially one month of receiving 

the request. The person making the request will be informed of the decision 

immediately. 

 

 

Article 8 – Approval of courses 

 
As elective courses in the Research MSc-programme  
1. For approval as elective courses in the MSc-programme are external courses which are 

submitted in writing to the Board of Examiners by sending an email to the Graduate School 
(gradschool.bss@rug.nl). 

2. Approval for courses is only possible if these courses meet at least the following 
requirements:  
a. These courses should be part of another Master programme or a higher level at a 

recognized research university.  
b. At most 5 EC of courses at Master level programme 
c. At most 10 EC of courses at Research Master level programme 
d. The courses do not overlap with courses in the Research Master BSS programme 
e. The courses fit into the Research Master BSS programma and the students 

specialization. 
 

3. For modules outside the programme the results should be communicated to the Graduate 
School as soon as available by sending an email (gradschool.bss@rug.nl).  

  

 

Article 9 – Order during examinations 

 

1. The Board of Examiners will ensure that invigilators are appointed to supervise written 

examinations and ensure that the examination proceeds in good order.  

The Board of Examiners may delegate this responsibility to the relevant examiner. 

 

2. Examinees must identify themselves by means of their student card at the request or 

behest of the Board of Examiners. 

 

3. Examinees must obey the instructions of the Board of Examiners or the examiner, 

which will be published before the start of the examination, as well as instructions 

given during or immediately after the examination. 

 

4. If an examinee fails to comply with one or more of the directions referred to in Article 

9.3, he or she may be excluded from further participation in the examination in 

question by the Board of Examiners or the examiner. Exclusion means that no result 

will be given for that examination. Before the Board of Examiners or the examiner 

makes a decision to exclude a student, the examinee will be given the chance to put his 

or her case. 

 

5. The duration of each examination must be such that the examinee may reasonably 

have enough time to answer the questions. 

 

6. Examinees may only leave the room where the examination is taking place with the 

permission of the examiner or invigilator. Leaving the room for a bathroom visit is   

not allowed; an exception may be made for students with a permit that was obtained 

from the Board of Examiners before the exam. A reason for a permit may be that 

mailto::gradschool.bss@rug.nl?subject=Request%20Board%20of%20Examiners
mailto::gradschool.bss@rug.nl?subject=Request%20Board%20of%20Examiners
mailto:gradschool.bss@rug.nl?subject=Request%20Board%20of%20Examiners
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bathroom visits are medically necessary. 

  

7. Examinees who have not registered for the examination may not participate in the 

examination. The examiner, or his or her representative, may refuse that person to 

enter the examination location. 

 

8. During the exam no questions about the exam or the procedure are answered by or    

on behalf of the examiner, with the exception of issues not foreseen in these Rules & 

Regulations. 

 

9. During an examination, only those documents provided or approved by or on behalf  of 

the examiner are permitted. 

 

 

Article 10 – Fraud 

 

1. Fraud is an act or omission by the examinee designed to partly or wholly hinder the 

forming of a correct assessment of his, her or someone else’s knowledge, 

understanding and skills. Fraud also includes plagiarism, which is copying someone 

else’s work without correct reference to the source.  

 

2. The Board of Examiners must take measures to prevent fraudulent acts, including: 

 clear communication about the penalty for fraud 

 organizing examinations and tests in such a way that cheating is prevented as far 

as possible 

 

3. In the event of cheating during an examination, the examiner may ban the examinee 

from participation in one or more examinations or final assessments to be determined 

by the Board of Examiners, for a period of time also to be determined by the Board of 

Examiners with a maximum of one year. In the event of serious fraud, the Board of the 

University may, on the recommendation of the Board of Examiners, definitively 

terminate registration for the degree programme, after the Board of Examiners has 

informed the person concerned about the measure to be imposed by the Board of 

Examiners.  

 

4. The decision to ban a student will be taken on the basis of the written report by the 

invigilator concerning the fraud discovered or suspected by him or her. 

 

5. Before the Board of Examiners makes a decision as referred to in Article 10.4, it will 

give the examinee the opportunity to put his or her case. 

 

6. In cases requiring swift action, the Board of Examiners may decide to impose a 

provisional ban based on a verbal report by the invigilator. He or she will ensure that 

this report is committed to writing immediately after the examination and a copy 

provided to the examinee. 

 

7. A ban means that no result will be given for the examination referred to in Article 10.3. 

 

8. No predicate will be awarded in the event of fraud. 
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Article 11 – Scope of the examination 

 

1. The scope of an examination paper will not extend beyond the content of the sources 

upon which the paper is based. These sources will be made public in general terms 

before the start of the course unit that will prepare for the examination. A complete 

list of the material to be studied will be published no later than one month before the 

examination. 

 

2. The questions and assignments that comprise the examination will be spread as 

evenly as possible over the sources and will be representative of the learning 

outcomes with regard to content and form. 

 

3. The questions and assignments in the examination will be clear and unambiguous 

and will contain sufficient indications of the detail required in the answers. 

 

4. No less than four weeks before the examination is sat, the Board of Examiners or the 

examiner will announce the mode of assessment in line with the course assessment 

plans of each course regarding the way that an examination will be taken. 

 

 

Article 12 – Assessment 

 

1. The final assessment of the Master’s programme is deemed to have been passed  

when all the examinations have been passed (mark 6 or higher). Practical’s may also 

be assessed as follows: Fail (= ON); Pass (= VO).  

 

2. Exemption from an examination or a practical is considered to be the equivalent of a 

Pass (VO) and will be indicated by VR.   

 

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 3.3, as far as possible the assessment of 

written examinations will occur in line with criteria that have been defined in 

advance in writing, and amended if necessary as a result of matters that may arise 

during the actual assessment process. 

 

4. Assessment will occur in such a way that the examinee can check how the results of 

his or her examination have been calculated. 

 
5. Results from modules outside the programme will be handled as follows:  

a. a module from the University of Groningen will be treated as a module of the 
programme and, if approved, the grade will be copied.  

b. a module outside the University of Groningen, that was finished before the 
programme is commenced, will at approval result in exemption if and as soon as 
the requirements are met for an exemption conform article 7 of these R&R. 

c. a module outside the University of Groningen that is started during the 
programme:  

i. modules from a Dutch university will at approval maintain the Dutch grade;  

ii. modules from outside the Netherlands will at approval result in a “pass”. 
Note: Foreign modules will be acknowledged without copying any grades, 
due to the non-comparability of foreign grading systems. Note that this 
may possibly influence the award of the degree classification “(summa) 
cum-laude”.  
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Article 13 – Right to inspection 

 

1. As soon as possible after publication of the results of an oral examination, there will be 

a discussion of the results between the examiner and the examinee, either on request 

or on the initiative of the examiner. The results will then be explained. 

 

2. An examinee can request an inspection with the relevant examiner concerning the 

results of an examination other than an oral examination within six weeks of the day 

following the date on which the results are published. The inspection will take place at 

a time and a place determined by the examiner. 

 

3. If the Board of Examiners arranges a collective inspection for an examination, then an 

examinee may only submit a request as defined in Article 13.2 if he or she attended the 

collective inspection and states reasons for the request, or if he or she was unable to 

attend the collective inspection due to force majeure. 

 

4. The provisions of Article 13.3 will also apply if the Board of Examiners or the examiner 

offers the examinee the opportunity to compare his or her answers with the model 

answers. 

 

5. The Board of Examiners or the examiner may permit exceptions to the provisions of 

Article 13.2 and 13.3. 

 

 

Article 14 – Standards 

 

When arriving at their decisions, the Board of Examiners or the examiners must adhere to the 

following standards: 

a. Preservation of the quality and selection requirements of every examination 

b. Suitability requirements, aimed at aspects such as: 

 limiting time lost by students who are progressing quickly with their studies 

 timely termination of the degree programme by students who are unlikely to 

pass the examinations 

c. Protect students from themselves if they want to take on too much 

d. Be understanding towards students who, through no fault of their own, have suffered 

study delay.  

 

 
Article 15 – Right of appeal 

 

It is possible to appeal to the Board of Appeal for Examinations against decisions made by the 

Board of Examiners or the examiners, within the meaning of Article 7.60 ff. of the WHW. 

 

 

Article 16 – Amendments to the Rules and Regulations 

 

No amendments applicable to the current academic year will be made unless it may reasonably 

be assumed that the amendment will not harm the interests of students. 

 

 

Article 17 – Date of commencement 

 

These rules and guidelines will take effect on 1 September, 2020. 

 


