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BioBTX is a technology developer that focuses on sustainable raw materials for the chemical 
industry. The pilot plant shown in the photograph converts biomass and waste plastic that is 
unsuitable for recycling into basic molecular building blocks. That cuts down on CO2 emissions. 
Since 2012, BioBTX has been cooperating closely with the UG. Students, PhD students and 
postdoctoral researchers conduct research in areas such as catalytic pyrolysis, for example.  
Joint projects with the UG also generate new knowledge about the process surrounding BioBTX.
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The UG in figures

32.700 
STUDENTS  

(24% OF WHOM ARE 
INTERNATIONAL)

50 
BACHELOR’S DEGREE 

PROGRAMMES  
(including 36 taught in English)

>100 
MASTER’S DEGREE 
PROGRAMMES AND 
MASTER’S TRACKS 

(>90 of which are taught in English)

9.000 
ACADEMIC 

PUBLICATIONS

500 
PHD CEREMONIES

16 
PATENT APPLICATIONS

11 
FACULTIES

Economics and Business, Behavioural 
and Social Sciences, Theology and 

Religious Studies, Arts, Medical Sciences, 
Law, Spatial Sciences, Science and 

Engineering, Philosophy, University 
College Groningen and Campus Fryslân

3.400 FTE 
IN ACADEMIC STAFF  
(1/3 FROM ABROAD)

370 
PROFESSORS

>120 
NATIONALITIES,  

STUDYING OR WORKING  
AT THE UG

6.100 FTE 
IN STAFF  

(INCLUDING UMCG)

GENERAL

EDUCATION

RESEARCH

(Cijfers 2019)

(Figures for 2019) (Figures for 2018)

About the 
University of 
Groningen 
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Trivia
• �After Leiden University, the 

University of Groningen (1614) is 
the oldest remaining university in 
the Netherlands. 

• �The UG has some famous alumni, 
such as: Aletta Jacobs (the first 
female student graduated in 
the Netherlands), Job Cohen (a 
politician), Epke Zonderland (a 
professional gymnast), Wubbo 
Ockels (the first Dutch astronaut) 
and Wim Duisenberg (the first 
President of the European Central 
Bank).

• �After the University Medical 
Center Groningen, the UG is the 
largest employer in the province of 
Groningen.

• �The UG’s Energy Academy Europe 
is the most sustainable teaching 
building in the Netherlands.

• �The UG has 432,500 m2 of facility 
floorspace, including high-tech 
laboratories, study facilities and IT 
facilities (Center for Information 
Technology).

• �The UG is eighth on the 
GreenMetric World Universities 
Ranking. This list is based on an 
assessment of the sustainability 
policies of 780 universities.

• �In 2019, the UG generated a total 
of approximately 1,290 megawatts 
from solar panels. This corresponds 
to the amount of electricity needed 
for 430 households.

• �The UG’s CO2 emissions have fallen 
by 51% since 2015. This decrease 
can largely be ascribed to the fact 
that, in 2018, the University fully 
compensated for the electricity 
it purchased in the form of GVO 
(Guarantee of Origin) Certificates 
for wind electricity generated in the 
Netherlands and the EU.
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SPINOZA PRIZE  
Amina Helmi 
Astronomy

At the laboratory facilities for Traffic– part of the department of 
Psychology at the UG’s Faculty of Behavioural and Social Sciences 
– a driving simulator is located. This simulator is used for a variety of 
purposes, including research into ways of encouraging more sustainable 
driving behaviour.

NOBEL PRIZE  
Ben Feringa 

Chemistry

SPINOZA PRIZE 
Ben Feringa 
Chemistry

SPINOZA PRIZE 
George Sawatzky 
Physics

SPINOZA PRIZE 
Dirkje Postma 

Pathophysiology 
of Breathing

SPINOZA PRIZE 
Theunis Piersma 

Migratory Bird 
Ecology

SPINOZA PRIZE 
Cisca Wijmenga 
Human Genetics

SPINOZA PRIZE 
Bart van Wees 
Applied Physics

SPINOZA PRIZE  
Lodi Nauta 
History of 
Philosophy

NOBEL PRIZE 
Frits Zernike  

Physics
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The www.rug.nl/industry-relations website gives 
brief descriptions of the research projects being 
carried out by UG researchers and students, in 
collaboration with other knowledge institutions, 
the business community, government bodies, non-
profit organisations and members of the public. 
The website also provides further details about the 
Industry Relations team.  
 
Do you have any questions, comments, or 
suggestions? If so, please contact the Industry 
Relations team.
 
You can do so via:
 
University of Groningen
Email: industryrelations@rug.nl
Telephone: +31 (0)50 363 4508
 
Visiting and postal address:
Oude Boteringestraat 44
9712 GL Groningen

CONTACT

The Industry Relations team
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This portfolio book is a University of Groningen 
publication. This version is a translation of the 
original Dutch version published January 2020.
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Donjali Aeilkema, Irma Kleine  
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