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Summary 
Goal: The curriculum evaluation was set up for the Honours College to get an idea of how the students 
experience the programme, and help identify what can be, or needs to be adjusted. The summary of 
this evaluation, intended for the faculty coordinators and the current or prospective students, should 
mainly reflect student experiences. 
 
Overview 
In the summer, at the end of the Bachelor Honours Programme, students received a curriculum 
evaluation request. The ‘deepening’ part differs per faculty and is not a major part of the evaluation. 
Most of the students from the Malala cohort (which started in 2017) remembered enjoying the second 
year Kick Off Meeting in September. Two-thirds of all students joined the Academia Evening. This 
evening helped students to get a better idea of pursuing a career in science and research, whereas 
another other evening event focused on entrepreneurship. These three evening events were also an 
opportunity for students to meet each other in a different setting. The second-year Pick Your Own 
talent (PYO-t) modules focused on the student’s potential talent. The third-year modules 
concentrated on the questions ‘What do I want?’ and ‘What career do I aspire to’?. Students 
appreciated the third-year workshops more than the second-year, even though they were also rated 
well. The second ‘broadening’ module was prepared for the Summer School, and students continued 
to work on the assigned topic in the Atelier and presented their results at the Petrus Camper 
Festival. Students really enjoyed the Summer Schools.  
For the Bachelor report, we asked the students to provide us with their input and comments on a wide 
range of topics on the programme. 
 
Broadening part  
82% of the students agreed that the Summer/Winter school delivered what was expected of the School. 
55% of the students were happy to receive sufficient guidance from the lecturer during the Atelier. 
Two-thirds of the students agreed that the cooperation within the Atelier group went well. Half of the 
students very much appreciated the preparation for the online Petrus Camper Festival.   
 
Some students wrote that the Summer School was the best part of their Honours experience and 
genuinely enjoyed all of it, including the preparatory course beforehand. The Honours College allowed 
them to explore interests they couldn't explore in their regular programmes, and to get input from 
students from different disciplines which broadened their course experiences. When looking back at 
the programme, the interdisciplinary structure of the group of students and teachers was appreciated 
as the most valuable component of the Honours College experience.  
 
Pick Your Own talent modules 
The Pick Your Own talent year 2 modules ‘Dream it, do it’ and ‘Willpower’ got the highest scores, 
higher than a 4 (on a scale from 0-5). Almost 80% of the ‘Dream it, do it’ students agreed that they 
turned knowledge into practice. Two-thirds of the ‘Willpower’ students felt that what they learned in 
the workshop will be useful in their future careers. The most popular module ‘Self-knowledge and 
making choices’ also got a high average of 3.6. The course ‘Living a balanced life’ was not as popular, 
but the students rated it on average with a 3.5. 
 
The ‘How to use your brain’ Pick Your Own talent module for third-year students was one of the three 
most popular courses, and was rated with an average of 4. 83% of the students that took it felt they got 
sufficiently acquainted with the relevant subject. One student wrote that ‘The  
 
workshop was very practical, with lots of things to do for us as students. I really enjoyed this workshop, 
it was one of the best things I’ve done during my Honours Programme!”.  The modules ‘Conflict as an 
opportunity’ (which was not so popular) and ‘How to improve your career perspectives’ (which was 
very popular) both had scores higher than 4. All ‘Conflict as an opportunity’ students agreed that what 
they learned in the workshop will be useful in the future. 93% of the ‘How to improve your career 
perspectives’ students felt that during the workshop they turned knowledge into practice. 
 
The talent aspects are focused in the Pick Your Own talent modules, and the students really enjoyed 
thinking about what they want and what career they want to pursue. Especially subjects that are not 
already a part of a student's own study programme are highly appreciated. In the Academia and  
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Entrepreneurship evenings, students spoke with young professionals and researchers to listen to their 
success and failure stories, and appreciated that they got a better understanding of what a career in 
both worlds could be like.  
 
Deepening part  
90% of all students agree that they deepened their knowledge in the field of their studies. Almost all 
students have improved their research skills in the deepening part of the programme. Especially the 
FEB special track students experienced how research works and they got to do their own project in 
cooperation with some researchers from their faculty, which is a great opportunity for students that 
are thinking of pursuing a career in research later.  
 
Students appreciated the skills acquired in a multidisciplinary context, writing how their ‘horizons 
were expanded’ and ‘knowledge of their own discipline deepened’. Personal development in general is 
a major thread throughout the student responses. 
 
When asked if the programme challenged students, students said that they really enjoyed that they had 
to look at more practical aspects of their field of study and other fields. This was a great complement to 
the highly theoretical courses of the bachelor.’ Almost all students who commented feel better 
prepared for a Master’s Degree Programme, because of the new/different perspectives provided by the 
Honours College. 
 
Looking back at the programme, 93% of the students valued the interdisciplinary structure of the 
group. Almost 80% of the students were positively challenged by the programme. Two-thirds of the 
students overwhelmingly said the programme turned out to be as expected. 
 

 

 

In conclusion, the Honours students agreed that the Honours  Bachelor’s programme has broadened 

and deepened their learning experience, skills and knowledge. Overall, they find the interdisciplinary 

structure of the group of students most valuable and extremely important. They also expressed that the 

honours experience significantly improved their leadership and research skills in a more 

interdisciplinary environment then their regular study programmes. 


