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Introduction
Dear colleagues and stakeholders of GSG

The team of Globalisation Studies Groningen, the interfaculty institute of the University 
of Groningen, is proud to present to you its 2013 annual report. Devoted to the cause of 
enhancing Groningen’s research and educational achievement on the intertwined areas of 
globalization, development and humanitarianism, we can look back upon a year full to the 
brim with activities and achievements. So much there is to tell that the report has been 
finalized a bit later than normal; so many activities need to be mentioned that the size of 
the booklet is larger than on previous occasions. Allow me a tour d’horizon.

Further enhancing the interdisciplinary co-operation between the colleagues in Groningen 
and boost the synergy coming from such co-operation is at the heart of GSG’s assignments. 
In 2013 initiatives were taken and existing projects were continued in the fields of, inter 
alia, technology and innovation in developing societies with a specific focus on food 
security; societal challenges of biotechnology in Africa; governance of land and farmland 
acquisition in China; sustainable governance and its indicators in Indonesia; strengthening 
resilience of vulnerable communities in Central America, Africa and Asia; global governance 
and democratization in post-conflict societies; global ethics and big data; global health; 
early school leaving in Africa; microfinance for development; and the Coimbra Group 
Development Master Initiative. Again, the overview gives an idea of the spread of GSG, 
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its interdisciplinary nature and, above all, the capacity of all our colleagues to engage in 
projects of contemporary, global societal relevance.

Also in the field of further institutionalizing GSG and thereby profiling the University 
of Groningen worldwide – our second assignment - we can look back upon 2013 as a 
successful year. First and foremost should be mentioned that under the umbrella of 
GSG the Centre for East Asian Studies Groningen (CEASG) has been created, thanks to 
the support of the Board of Directors of this University. Interfaculty, interdisciplinary 
and inspired: CEASG with its newly appointed director Tjalling Halbertsma addresses 
present-day East Asia, with a specific focus on China, Mongolia, Japan and South-
Korea. Furthermore, Groningen/GSG becoming the host of the IHSA, the International 
Humanitarian Studies Association, adds to our global connectivity, profile and outreach. 
Finally and no less important, the Faculty of Law in the person of Leon Verstappen in 
cooperation with GSG has made significant progress to be the selected host for the so-
called Land Portal, a global database, website and energizer of activities on everything 
that relates to land issues worldwide. 

Finally, when it comes to the third assignment of GSG – enriching existing education 
and creating new programmes to attract more students and PhD’s to Groningen – once 
more a happy story is to tell. A new programme on International Humanitarian Action 
has been started, attracting great numbers of Dutch and non-Dutch students; the minor 
development studies continues to blossom and grow; the full Master in Humanitarian 
Action is one of the programmes in Groningen attracting most students from around the 
world; GSG (co-) organized four summer schools on development, transitional justice, 
democratization in Africa and on Energy. 

Last but not least, at PhD level, GSG’s so-called PhD hub strategy continues to bring 
in more and more PhD students from abroad through a tailor-made approach to their 
research training needs and academic supervision of interdisciplinary nature, truly 
internationalizing our research community, creating high level and visible output and 
committing individuals to Groningen for the rest of their lives. Specific mention should 
be made of Ron Holzhacker and his SiNG programme, the most successful GSG PhD hub 
which, with the support of the Indonesian Government and the World Bank, has brought 
into Groningen more than 10 Indonesian PhD’s on governance related issues. Soon in 
the humanitarian field and the area of public health we foresee similar opportunites.

I deem it appropriate at this place to thank all the faculties and the Board of Directors of 
the University of Groningen for their continuous support and express the hope that they 
will continue to do so.  The Governors of GSG’s Board, coming from various faculties, 

are instrumental for the continuity of the operation and it is a great deal of gratitude that 
we owe them. Furthermore, respecting all GSG’s staff for its dedication, I would like to 
commend the work done by our PR manager Marloes Viet, who is capable like no other 
to visualize GSG’s global spread. Finally, of course, all the colleagues of the University 
of Groningen and their network partners are to be commended: they are our life line! 
Challenging reading!

Prof. Dr. Joost Herman, 
Director of Globalisation Studies Groningen 
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About GSG
Research
In the field of research we bring together 
and coordinate several interdisciplinary 
research groups and assist in organising 
events, from hosting individual guests, 
round tables, and seminars, to organising 
large scale international conferences. Linking 
researchers who otherwise would not have 
collaborated is a great added value of GSG. 

We also frequently assist staff in writing 
research proposals, tender submissions 
and in several cases manage the resulting 
projects. GSG aims to give new impulses to 
research concerning global challenges, to 
bring together existing research programmes, 
to organise projects and activities, and 
to acquire external means for innovative 
programmes. 

GSG core staff in 2013:  
prof. dr. Joost Herman 
dr. Pieter Boele van Hensbroek 
Jarno Hoving 
dr. Yongjun Zhao
Marloes Viet 

Board of Governors: 
prof. dr. Robert Lensink (chair) 
prof. dr. Jaap de Wilde (vice-chair) 
prof. dr. Paul Luiten 
prof. dr. Inge Hutter

Education
We strengthen existing inter-faculty 
educational programmes and set the agenda 
for new programmes in the intertwined 
areas of globalisation, development 
and humanitarian action. National and 
international students are the beneficiaries. 
GSG has assisted in the development of the 
Master programme Humanitarian Action 
(NOHA). 

We coordinate a large and successful 
university-wide Minor programme in 
Development Studies. We also co-organise 
several Summer Schools and Intensive 
Programmes in Africa and Europe. We are 
a partner in the European Coimbra Group 
Development Master Initiative (CGDMI). 
Many individual students consult us on their 
internship or thesis work plans. 

Institutional, representation and 
publicity: 
GSG promotes the internationalisation 
strategy of the University. Our aim is to act  
as a clearing house for information inter-
nally and externally through our website, 
the GSG digital Community, newsletter, 
announcements, conferences, and research 
publications. We have a great task in 
international and national networking for 
our University of Groningen stakeholders. 
We represent the university in international 
communities like that of NOHA/ Humani-
tarian Net, the European Coimbra Group, 
and are member of a number of international 
networks like EADI, 3IE and e-MFP (the 
European Microfinance Platform).
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GSG year 2013 

GSG director Joost Herman appointed full professor 
Joost Herman has been appointed professor in Globalisation Studies and Humanitarian 
Action, thus substantially strengthening the GSG. At the occasion of his inaugural speech 
GSG organized an international conference on Global Norms and Local Implementations.

Centre for East Asian Studies Groningen (CEASG)
The new CEASG made an energetic start in September 2013, initiating a range of activities, 
including a well visited monthly lecture series, seminars on East Asia, grant applications 
for research and guest professorships and curriculum development for the new Master’s 
specialization  East Asian Studies starting  September 2014. The CEASG aims to initiate and 
support inter-disciplinary teaching and research on China, Japan, Korea and Mongolia. For 
further information see the separate CEASG listing or visit: www.rug.nl/ceasg  

Microfinance for Development Today
A series of six lectures by world-class experts in microfinance and practitioners in innovative 
microfinance institutions. A well-attended series in the Senate Room of the Academy 
building, organized by the Faculty of Economics & Business, GSG, and Studium Generale.

PhD Hubs on global issues
In the starting year of the GSG PhD Hub initiative already more than ten PhDs started 
their research project – supervised from various faculties of the University of Groningen.

Summer School successes
Four major GSG-initiated and coordinated Summer Schools took place in 2013: Summer 
School on Transitional Justice and the Politics of Memory; in Cres, Kroatia. Summer School 
on Democracy and Global Governance; in Sousse, Tunisia. Africa, China and Europe 
Intensive Summer Programme in Development Studies (ACE); in Morogoro, Tanzania and 
lastly in Groningen the Energy Summer School 2013: A multi-disciplinary approach to 
energy transition, from policy to physics. 

Two EU projects on Food Security and Biotechnology in Africa 
awarded
The EDULINK-FSBA project, designed by Peter Weesie (Science & Society Group) with 
universities from Kenya, Nigeria and Burkina Faso, will design Master level courses and 
outreach programmes with local stakeholders on questions of the sustainable use of 
genetically modified crops by African small-holders.

The EU ERAfrica progamme has awarded the project SOCBIOAfri (Addressing   societal 
challenges of biotechnology in Africa). This project is part of the STINGS initiative 
(Science, Technology and Innovation Network Groningen on Sustainability) in which GSG 
participates and is led by dr. J.A.A. Swart from the Science & Society Group (SSG). It aims 
at assessing at contributing to capacity-building initiatives, procedures and innovation 
policy in Africa. 

GSG new host of the International Humanitarian Studies Association
GSG will act as the General Secretariat of the International Humanitarian Studies 
Association. The IHSA is a network of people engaged in the study of humanitarian crises 
caused by natural disaster, conflict or political instability. 

-Highlights- 



 

Tunisian Youth Politicians visit 
Groningen - 8-9 January 2013
GSG-REG, in partnership with the Netherlands 
Institute for Multiparty Democracy, 
welcomed Tunisian youth politicians to 
Groningen for an intensive masterclass with 
our own Groningen students and members 
of Dutch youth political party organizations.

REG Transitional Justice Expert 
Roundtable - 26 February  2013
This roundtable, organised by Research 
in Ethics and Globalisation (REG) group 
of GSG, brought together leading expert 
practitioners of transitional justice in the 
former Yugoslavia to reflect on transitional 
justice in Bosnia, Croatia and Serbia. The 
International Criminal Tribunal for the former 

interventions. Organised by prof. Robert 
Lensink and GSG. Speakers included: prof. 
Armindaz (Harvard), prof. Murinde (African 
Development Bank), prof. Labie (Universite 
de Mons), prof. Bateman (Juraj Dobrila of 
Pula), Dr. Gine (World Bank), de Groot (RABO 
Foundation), van der Veer (Aflatoun).

GSG-REG Talk: The Martens Clause - 
23 April 2013
Dr. Rotem Giladi discussed one of the 
most debated provisions of international 
humanitarian law: the Martens clause. Since 
its first appearance in the preamble of the 
1899 Hague Convention (II) on the Laws 
and Customs of War on Land, the clause has 
incessantly been puzzled over, historicized, 
celebrated, and re-enacted. Giladi revealed 
how the clause is rife with ironies and how we 
should understand its significance today. Dr. 
Rotem Giladi is a Teaching Fellow and Post-
Doctoral Fellow at the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem.

Erosion of State Sovereignty in 
Conflict: Private Security Companies 
in Security Operations - 2 May 2013
In this GSG-REG presentation, Dr. Phillip Gray 
and Mr. Benjamin Tkach, both academics 
from the Political Science Department of 

Activities

Yugoslavia (ICTY) became a dominant feature 
on the landscape of transitional justice in 
the former Yugoslavia and over the past 
two decades certified 161 indictments for 
a wide array of crimes listed in the Tribunal 
Statute. Nevertheless, in the aftermath of 
the Gotovina appeals judgment, the legacy 
of the ICTY is increasingly contested and 
on-going transitional justice processes are 
increasingly dispersed across the states 
which make up the former Yugoslavia.

Whom do we choose to ignore? 
Choices in Global Health - 19 March 
2013
Inaugoral lecture of professor dr. H.V. (Hans) 
Hogerzeil, Professor of Global Health.  
Endowed by the Jan Cornelis de Cock-
Stichting.

Microfinance - Lecture Series 
17 April - 5 June 2013
This lecture series included several of the  
most prominent researchers into micro-
finance, microfinance supporters as well 
as critics. It also figured people from NGOs 
active in the field. It provided an up to date 
view on the discussion of the relevance 
of mi¬crofinance; clarifying what can 
and cannot be achieved by microfinance 

the Texas A&M University Qatar, examined 
the quick erosion of centuries of state 
consolidation of power.  Despite the dominate 
strain in modernity towards consolidation of 
legitimate violence in states, the utilization 
of private security firms is challenging 
state sovereignty.  Material, political and 
privatization trends are examined for the rise 
in non-state actors’ involvement in conflict.

African Student Community 
Symposium - May 24 2013
The African Students Community organized a 
symposium with the theme “Africa: The spirit 
of Union in Diversity” in anticipation to the 
celebration of the African Union day. There 
were expert guest speakers at the event and 
participants were able to follow workshops 
on topics concerning Africa’s economy, 
politics, geography, culture and security.

The Courage of Truth – in Modes 
of Reasoning Lecture Series - 25 
September 2013 
The Department of International Relations 
and GSG started a new lecture series Modes 
of Reasoning. They are a space for world 
leading intellectuals to reflect on historical 
and contemporary modes of reasoning order 
and power.  The first lecture in the series was 



on The Courage of Truth by Prof. Michael 
Dillon, Professor Emeritus (Politics), from 
Lancaster University. 

Ethical and Human Rights Dilemmas 
in the Teaching Profession in Africa - 
27 September 2013
Byaruhanga Rukooko (Dean faculty of Arts, 
at Makerere University, Uganda) gave a 
public lecture on Ethical and Human Rights 
dilemmas in the teaching profession in 
Africa. Rukooko highlighted the distortions 
and frustrations experienced in the Ugandan 
educational sector resulting from failing and 
in many respects vicious state politics.

Transitional Justice in the Former 
Yugoslavia - 30 September 2013 
This round table on Transitional Justice In 
The Former Yugoslavia, featured Nerma 
Jelacic (International Criminal Tribunal for 
the Former Yugoslavia), Iva Vukusic (War 
Crimes Researcher and Analyst), Christopher 
K. Lamont (University of Groningen).

World Conference on Humanitarian 
Studies - 24-27 October 2013 
GSG was one of the co-organizers of the 
World Conference on Humanitarian Studies 
2013 in Istanbul, Turkey. The aim of Human 
Security: Humanitarian Perspectives and 
Responses was to explore recent human 
security risks, threats and crises that have 

been affecting different parts of the world, 
and how humanitarian perspec¬tives and 
approaches developed over the last few 
decades can be applied to such complex and 
challenging environments.

Moscow: Beijing and Beyond, Russia’s 
foreign policy towards East Asia - 21 
November 2013
In this lecture Dr. Ekaterina Koldunova of 
the Moscow State Institute of International 
Relations examined whether Russia has 
an East Asia policy or just a foreign policy 
towards China. She further discussed the 
role of other actors, such as Japan, South 
Korea and ASEAN, in Russia’s foreign policy 
towards the region.

Find a complete overview of our activities 
throughout the year in the calander and the 
news overview on our website. 

World Conference on Humanitarian Studies in Istanbul 
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Programmes, Projects

Centre for East Asian Studies 
Groningen (CEASG) 
An important new initiative started in 
September is the launch of the Centre for East 
Asian Studies Groningen (CEASG).  CEASG 
initiates and supports inter-disciplinary 
teaching and research on contemporary 
China, Japan, Korea and Mongolia, and 
coordinates the new Master’s specialization 
East Asian Studies starting September 2014.
CEASG is a key instrument for the university 
to strengthen and broaden its academic 
partnerships in East Asia; for instance 
through ongoing partnerships with the 
Dutch Study Centre at Fudan University 
(Shanghai), the European Study Centre at 
Tsinghua University (Beijing) and the Dutch 
Study Centre at Osaka University (Osaka).

 
CEASG started energetically 
in September 2013 with a 
number of initiatives related 
to East Asia, including:

•    Appointment of Tjaling Halbertsma for the 
endowed Chair for East Asian Studies, with a 

focus on modern day Mongolia at GSG. This 
Chair is supported by ING Bank, Mongolia 
Opportunities Fund, Jack Weatherford 
Foundation and the Riverbed Foundation, 
through the Ubbo Emmius Fund 
•    Fundraising applications with the Korea 
Foundation (regarding a position for the 
study of the economy of Korea) and, in 
association with the Groningen Confucius 
Institute, Hanban (regarding a position for 
the study of Chinese language and culture); 
•    Various media activities related to the 
endowed Chair and the launch of CEASG 
•    Curriculum development of the new 
Master’s specialization East Asian Studies. 
This English language master’s specialization 
(one year, sept. 2014, 60 ECTS) focuses on 
contemporary developments in East Asia, in 
particular the political economies of China, 
Japan, Korea and Mongolia; 
•    Agreement for the exchange of students 
(East Asian Studies) with Tsinghua University, 
Fudan University, National University of 
Mongolia; 
•    Launch of a CEASG website and CEASG 
Facebook: informing on activities East Asian 

Studies, CEASG activities, mail services and 
much more. Quarterly CEASG newsletters 
can be downloaded from the website: 
www.rug.nl/ceasg

CEASG staff include:  prof.dr. Joost Herman 
(also GSG);  prof.dr. Jan van der Harst 
(Academic Director; also director Dutch Study 
Centre Fudan and European Studies Centre 
Tsinghua); prof.dr.mr. Tjalling Halbertsma 
(Director International); and dr. Janny de 
Jong (Director of Studies; also affiliated to 
Center for Japan Studies) Ms. Marloes Viet 
(Office Manager); Yongjun Zhao (Programme 
Manager).  For a listing of associated faculty 
visit the People and Projects section at the 
CEASG Website

For further activities and details subscribe to 
the CEASG newsletter at the CEASG website: 
www.rug.nl/ceasg

GSG PhD Hubs 
GSG has initiated a policy of formulating 
interdisciplinary focus themes on 
Globalisation. Each theme consists of a 
group of PhD researchers and one or several 
University of Groningen professors. This will 
provide an optimal context for PhD studies 
and attract further PhD students. Eight 
such thematic groups have been formed, 
increasing the flow of international PhD 
candidates to the various faculties of the 
University of Groningen:

• Humanitarian and Conflict Studies
• Governance for sustainable resource  
 use
• Good governance and sustainable 
 society

• Education and Lifelong Learning for 
  Social Inclusion
• Essential legislation for access to 
 medicine
• Religion and Conflict
• Research in ethics and globalization
• ‘Glocalized’ regulation of technological 
            innovation in Asia and Africa

The PhD Hubs have attracted a growing 
number of students.  Dr. Yongjun Zhao 
coordinates the PhD Hub initiative at 
GSG. In this framework Prof Joost Herman 
and Dr Yongjun Zhao attended the 2013 
International PhD Workshop (www.phdchina.
org) in Beijing, China from 30 November 
- 1 December 2013. This contributed to 
attracting very good PhD candidates for 
different faculties: Faculty of Arts: 4; Faculty 
of Law: 2. 

The PhD workshop is China’s largest 
educational fair covering the major academic 
disciplines and tailored to the needs of 
foreign universities. Thousands of Chinese 
students from all the top Chinese universities 
attend the event every year, and successful 
candidates are generally eligible to apply for 
the Chinese government scholarships. 

In order to promote the PhD Hubs and other 

and Groups
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collaboration projects, prof. Joost Herman 
and Dr. Yongjun Zhao visited a number of 
prominent Chinese universities in June and 
December 2013. Prof Herman also gave 
several public lectures on the role of GSG 
in international cooperation and issues 
of humanitarian action. The programme 
included: 

•  Dutch Embassy in Beijing
•  School of Social Development and  

 Public Policy, Beijing Normal
•  University
•  College of Humanities and  

 Development Studies, China 
 Agricultural University

•  Graduate School, Fudan University
•  School of International and Public 

  Affairs, Jiaotong University
•  School of International Relations, and 

 Graduate School, Xiamen University
•  School of Public Administration, 

  Zhengzhou University

ERAfrica project awarded
Addressing societal challenges of  bio-
technology in Africa. Towards balanced 
innovation (SOCBIOAfri). 

This project is part of the STINGS initiative 
(Science, Technology and Innovation 
Network Groningen on Sustainability) in 
which GSG participates and is led by dr. J.A.A. 
Swart from the Science & Society Group 
(SSG). It aims at assessing the environmental 
and socioeconomic issues surrounding 
biotechnological applications in order to 
contribute to capacity-building initiatives, 
procedures and innovation policy in Africa. It 

applies the co-evolutionary or participative 
innovation approach, which considers 
innovation as a multilevel and multi-actor 
process, involving technological devices, 
scientific insights, regulation mechanisms, 
practices, markets, cultural meanings, 
ethics, infrastructure, production chains and 
consumer demands. 

Linking these elements calls for societal 
networks, including parties such as 
governmental institutions, NGOs, producers, 
farmers, suppliers, consumers, technological 
institutions and scientists. The project will 
organize research activities and several 
workshops in the participating countries. 
The SOCBIOAfri project is coordinated from 
Groningen with partners: Université Libre de 
Bruxelles, University of Ouagadougou, Ghent 
University, National Biosafety Authority 
Kenya, North West University (NWU) South 
Africa. 

   
EDULINK AFRICA project 
awarded
Food Security and Biotechnology in Africa 
(EDULINK-FSBA)

The EDULINK programme under the Euro-
pean Development Fund has awarded three 
years funding for this project coordinated 
by Peter Weesie (Science & Society Group, 
FMNS). Partners are the Universities of 
Eldoret (Kenya), Nigeria, Ouagadougou 
(Burkina Faso). The aim is to contribute 

to food security in Africa by exploring the 
potential role of biotechnology for increasing 
food production in such a way that no harm 
is done to humans, other living species and 
the environment. The EDULINK-FSBA project 
focuses on the sustainable use of genetically 
modified (GM) crops and addresses the need 
to establish a local knowledge base on their 
safe use in a small holder context.

The project seeks to strengthen the  
education and outreach capacities of 
the African partners in the field of the 
sustainable application of biotechnology 
in food production in Kenya, Nigeria and 
Burkina Faso. The project partners jointly 
elaboration Master’s level courses, organize 
of stakeholder meetings, round tables 
and other outreach events, and produce 
outreach materials. The EDULINK-FSBA 
project is open to advanced Master students 
from The Netherlands or beyond for carrying 
out a student research project.
  

‘Farmland Acquisition 
Governance in China’ 
(LANGPLE) project
The LANGPLE project (Project Director 
Prof Leon Verstappen, Faculty of Law; 
Project Manager Dr Yongjun Zhao, GSG) is 

a major project involving several Chinese 
partners and aimed at contributing to land 
policy reform through action research, 
capacity building, demonstration pilot and 
international lesson-learning initiatives. 
It addressed the fundamental issues of 
accountability and transparency in farmland 
acquisition governance through action 
research, capacity building, demonstration 
pilot and international engagements among 
the stakeholders.

Among the many activities in 2013 two stand 
out:

Chinese Land Delegation Visit to the 
University of Groningen 
30 June-6 July 2013
A delegation of Chinese leading land experts 
and local government officials visited RuG, 
the Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs’  DLG 
in Groningen, and the Dutch Kadaster’s office 
in Zwolle. Through meetings, discussions 
and site visits, the delegation gained an 
understanding of Dutch experiences in land 
and agricultural management. 

International Conference on Land Reform, 
Peking University
10 June 2013
This conference was jointly organized by the 
GSG, Law Faculty of RuG, Peking University, 
China Society for Economic Reform, as 
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well as the Democracy and the Rule of Law 
Press of China. It took place at the Peking 
University Law School. More than 50 Chinese 

land officials and 
experts attended 
the conference, 
among whom 
four leaders 
from the Chinese 

Ministry Land and Resources were present and 
actively engaged in the debates on farmland 
expropriation policy, legal and institutional 
issues, local practices and international 
experiences. The conference was acclaimed 
by the participants as a timely contribution to 

land policy research and policy processes by 
bringing new perspectives from new angles. 
The officials of the land ministry expressed 
their strong interests in working with RuG on 
land research and international exchanges 
and lesson-learning based on the results 
of the conference. RuG’s wider research 
and teaching programmes coordinated by 
the GSG were also widely shared with the 
participants. 

As a possible follow-up to the LANGPLE 
project, we developed a proposal Natural 

Resource Governance in Africa and China 
(NRGAC): Different Contexts, Similar 
Challenges and Development Cooperation. 
This EUR 600,000, proposal was submitted 
to the Ford Foundation, involving four 
University of Groningen faculties, three 
partners from China, two partners from 
Tanzania, one partner from Kenya, and one 
partner from Uganda.

Partners for Resilience (PfR) 
project started
Partners for Resilience (PfR) is a collaboration 
of five Netherlands-based humanitarian, 
development and environmental 
organisations working on strengthening 
the resilience of vulnerable communities in 
nine countries in the Global South (Ethiopia, 
Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Mali, 
Nicaragua, Philippines, Uganda). PfR aims to 
reduce the impact of natural hazards, by using 
an integrated approach to mitigate disaster 
risk and enhance livelihoods, particularly by 
addressing climate change and ecosystem 
management and restoration. Activities are 
carried out by national and local partners in 
selected communities prone to the effects 
of disasters like droughts, floods, typhoons 
and landslides. Dr. Cécile de Milliano of GSG 
coordinats the programme. The programme 
conducts several studies and is also designed 
to facilitate learning within and between 
countries, in order to draw lessons learned 
and enable future up-scaling. One of the key 
principles of PfR’s programme is ‘combining 
multiple knowledge systems’ assuming 
that bringing different bodies of knowledge 
together will enhance learning and increase 
community resilience.

SPIRIT Indonesia Groningen 
(SInGA)
GSG at RUG has designed an integrated 
program for PhD candidates from 
Indonesia participating in the World Bank’s 
SPIRIT program (Scholarship Program for 
Strengthening the Reforming Institution). 

A key objective is to offer advanced 
training in the integration of theoretical 
and empirical perspectives on good 
governance, especially suitable for civil 
servants moving into leadership positions 
within the national ministries of Indonesia, 
lecturers in Indonesian universities, 
and leaders from important civil society 
organizations.  While the 10 PhD candidates 
have individual research projects spanning 
four years of research, there is a high level 
of collaboration across the research team 
and inter-disciplinary supervision by various 
departments within the University and key 
partnership universities in Indonesia. The 
results of this research will be presented in 
PhD dissertations, scientific journals, and an 
edited volume. The research team is currently 
working on a book called ‘Governance and 
Decentralization in Contemporary Indonesia: 
Challenges of governance, decentralization, 
and growth to achieve sustainable society 
in the 21st Century’ to be published by 
Springer in New York. More information and 
a video about this Global Studies Groningen 
(GSG) PhD research hub on good governance 
and sustainable society can be found on  our 
project page www.rug.nl/gsg. 

The Director of the SInGA program is Dr. 
Ronald Holzhacker (IRO), and the core 
supervisory team also includes Prof. Rafael 
Wittek (Sociology) and Prof. Johan Woltjer 

(Spatial Science), and additional promoters 
from the Faculties of Arts, Behavioral and 
Social Sciences, Spatial Sciences, Economics 
and Management, and Law. 

The Humanitarian Genome 
Project 
The project develops an open-source 
technology in which evaluation data are 
more easily and widely accessible for the 
humanitarian community. Chamutal Eitam 
(Humanitarian Action Program NOHA / ICOG 
PhD student) and dr. Liesbeth Heyse (Faculty 
of Behavioural and Social Sciences) aim to 
develop an instrument to ‘decipher’ the 
hereditary ‘DNA’ patterns of humanitarian 
aid (i.e. the Genome) so as to provide 
humanitarian organisations with access to an 
effective learning device for their day-to-day 
activities in headquarters and the field. The 
project is supported by the Humanitarian 
Innovation Fund (€ 160,000); first results 
were presented mid-2012 in London. The 
project was completed in 2013.

STEM - State of Emergency 
Mapping
STEM (State of Emergency Mapping) is a 
student run project that aims to map state 
of emergency declarations all over the 
world. The aim is to compile a database 
that contains information on emergency 
powers de lege and de facto in order to gain 
a better understanding of the politics of law 
in different regions of the world. One of the 
aims is to build an open source database 
for researchers to study the occurrence, 
circumstances and backgrounds against 
which emergencies are being declared and 
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to connect these with the laws governing 
the declarations as well as providing further 
literature. More information on this project 
can be found on the project page on our 
website: www.rug.nl/gsg 

Prof. Andrej Zwitter has published an edited 
volume on state of emergency examining 
in detail Legal Theory, International Law, 
European Law, German and Austrian Law 
concerning emergency regulations. The 
book, Notstand und Recht: Im Überblick: 
Rechtstheorie, Völkerrecht, Europarecht, 
deutsches- und österreichisches Recht 
(Nomos, 2012).

Applied Social Knowledge (ASK) 
Africa 
Applied Social Knowledge (ASK) Africa 
is a knowledge development initiative 
hosted within GSG-REG at the University of 
Groningen. In cooperation with academic 
partners ASK Africa aims to build applied 
social science research capabilities at research 
and teaching institutions in Africa. ASK Africa 
starts with two initial regional foci, the 
Maghreb and the Horn of East Africa. Through 
joint curriculum development, specialized 
short courses and academic exchanges, ASK 
Africa will promote policy relevant research 
conducted by local researchers on a number 
of transnational challenges confronting the 
African continent. Coordinator is prof. Andrej 
Zwitter. Find out more on the projects page 
on our website: www.rug.nl/gsg.

Early School Leaving in Africa 
(ESLA) Network
The ESLA network is a network of researchers 
and practitioners from several African 
countries and from Europe, studying causes 
of early school leaving, remedies, as well as 
ways to include school drop-out in informal 
education. The network is productive in 
publications, conferences, advise, and thesis-
research projects.

On June 21, the research seminar “Using 
Action Research in Education and Health” was 
held for all participants in the ESLA research 
network. Among many presentations from 
Africa and abroad included, Alice Wabule 
from Uganda reported on her PhD research 
‘Exploring ethical dilemma’s in primary 
schools’, Lucy Akello on her study ‘Mother 
tongue teaching in rural schools’, and Vera 
Dimitrievska on her study ‘Family planning 
and abortion practices in Macedonia’. Guest 
speaker was Victor Friedman, one of the 
editors of the international journal Action 
Research and a scholar from the Max Stern 
Jezreel Vally College in Israel.

Cuthbert Tukundane, Peter Lugemwa and 
Jacques Zeelen took part in several activities 
of the CYFI network (Child and Youth Finance 
International), for instance with contributions 
at conferences in Istanbul and Mexio City. 
Access to and dealing with financial services as 
well as the enhancement of entrepreneurial 
skills is vital for early school leavers and a 
focus of the CYFI network. Research projects 
concerning financial inclusion of the youth 

are in preparation in five countries (Uganda, 
Iceland, Kenya, Colombia and South Africa). 
In Uganda Tukundane, Lugemwa and Zeelen 
are working on a project concerning Boda 
Boda (motor bike taxi) drivers in Kampala. 

On March 2, Cuthbert Tukundane presented 
his findings on support programmes for 
early school leavers at a workshop of many 
stakeholders in Mbarara Uganda. Tukundane’s 
research is reported in his dissertation 
“Education and skills for development. 
Transforming support programmes for early 
school leavers in Uganda (27 February 2014). 
In the framework of her PhD research on the 
contribution of the South Sudanese diaspora 
to the reconstruction of education in South 
Sudan, Josje van der Linden collected the 
views of government officials and diaspora 
residing in South Sudan on this issue. 
Further studies were conducted, such 

as on the contribution of guidance and 
counselling in vocational training centres to 
the rebuilding of citizenship of war-affected 
youth in northern Uganda (van der Bent); on 
the role of non-formal education in rebuilding 
active citizenship and empowering women in 
war-affected rural areas of Northern Uganda 
(Schnelker); and on the role of (fighting-) 
sports as a way of dealing with agression in the 
reintegration process of formerly abducted 
children in Gulu municipality (Schönfeld). 
All these studies build upon the pioneering 
work of ESLA researcher Margaret Angucia 
“Broken Citzenship. Formerly abducted 
children and their social reintegration in 
northern Uganda” (2010). 
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The University of Groningen aims to expose 
students to a truly international world, thus 
including programmes relating to Africa, Asia, 
Latin America and the Middle East, as well 
as programmes relating to global problems 
such as security, global warming, migration 
and cultural diversity. GSG supports such 
programmes by linking their staff, advertising 
courses and assisting in organising special 
conferences and workshops. 

The strategy of the university is to mainstream 
globalisation-relevant subjects in the various 
disciplinary Master programmes rather 
than concentrating such topics in a separate 
Master programme in Development Studies 
or in Globalisation Studies.

Minor Development Studies 
In 2013, the GSG-coordinated Minor 
Development Studies expanded further both 
in terms of course offerings and student 

Education 

resource management, governance for 
equitable development, and population, 
migration, urbanization and reproductive 
health. Staff from the three universities 
made a strong commitment by volunteering 
in lectures and logistical arrangements. It is 
now included as a regular study option in 
the Minor. It gives the students the chance 
to do field work in rural Tanzania (Morogoro 
region) together with Tanzanian and Chinese 
studies in an intensive lecture – group work 
– field work format of 2 weeks.

We see a steady growth of student 
participation over the years, which indicates 
the increasingly important role which 
our minor has in University of Groningen 
education. Three of our courses have become 
regular faculty courses bringing many RUG 

participation (risen to 82!). The Tanzania 
intensive programme ACE (Africa, China 
Europe) successfully ran on an experimental 
basis in July 2013 jointly by the Globalisation 
Studies Groningen (GSG) of the University of 
Groningen, Institute of Development Studies 
(IDS) of Mzumbe University, and the College 
of Humanities and Development Studies 
(COHD) of China Agricultural University 
during 21 July-3 August 2013 at the Mzumbe 
University in Morogoro, Tanzania. 

This innovative programme brought the 
lecturers and 42 students of the three 
universities (15 students from GSG, 18 
Masters students from IDS, and 9 students 
from COHD) together in a multidisciplinary 
and comparative fashion to study the key 
issues concerning sustainable development 
especially in Tanzania and China. Its themes 
included rural, local and regional economic 
development, environmental and natural 

and exchange students into contact with 
globalisation issues. Global Development 
Studies (FEB, 178/121 exams); Population 
& Development (FRW, 100 exams); Social & 
Institutional Change (GMW,200 exams).

Other Minor courses: Ethnicity, Culture, 
Politics (Let, 122 exams); Environment & 
Development (WNN, 69 exams); Topical 
Themes (FEB,  26 exams -  only for Minor 
students); Reading Seminar (Let, 48 exams – 
only for Minor students).

Course Faculty
Global Development Studies Business and Economics 
Environment & Development Mathematics and Natural Sciences 
Ethnicity, Culture, Politics Arts 
Social and Institutional Change Behavioural and Social Sciences 
Population & Development Spatial Sciences 
Topical Themes Business and Economics 
Reading Seminar Arts 
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Humanitarian Action Master 
Programme 
NOHA is an international programme offered 
by eight European universities and has been 
awarded the high status of an Erasmus 
Mundus Programme. GSG and NOHA are 
twinned, sharing its director and secretary. 
The NOHA programme is the key programme 
within Europe for training persons for 
international humanitarian assistance and 
humanitarian action work, and continuously 
develops new initiatives in the field in close 
collaboration with the European Community 
Humanitarian Office (ECHO) office of the 
European Union in Brussels. Partners in 
NOHA are the universities of Deusto, Uppsala, 
Aix-Marseille, Leuven, Dublin and the Ruhr 
Universität Bochum. NOHA also includes a 
network of non-European partners, namely 
Monash University (Australia), Universidad 
Javeriana (Colombia), Bangalore University 
(India), Universitas Gadjah Mada (Indonesia), 
Université Saint-Joseph de Beyrouth 
(Lebanon), University of the Western Cape 
(South Africa), and Columbia University 
(United States).  

Through the NOHA 
programme we are 
linked to a number 
of initiatives in he 

European context, such as the EU ECHO 
Office, Humanitarian Net, and joint networks 
on doctoral studies, Marie Curie fellowships, 
as well as to a wide range of private and 
government organisations all over the world 
in Humanitarian Assistance. We hosted five 
PhD researchers in the NOHA framework: 
Bastiaan Aardema on ‘Leaving without Harm: 

Exit Strategies by Humanitarian INGOs’, 
Valeska Korff on ‘Careers in Humanitarian 
Organizations’ (graduated), Ulla Pape on 
‘Civil Society and the politics of HIV/AIDS in 
Russia’ (graduated), Chamutal Eitam on ‘The 
use of evaluative Practices of Humanitarian 
INGOs for Organisational Learning’ and Cecile 
de Milliano on ‘Exploring Risk & Protective 
Factors of Youth Resilience to Flooding, in 
various Contexts and Cultures’ (graduated 
2012).

Coimbra Group Development 
Master Initiative (CGDMI) 
The CGDMI links seven European Coimbra 
Group sister universities, offering students 
the chance to follow half a year of study 
(30 EC) in the field of specialisation of one 
of the partner universities. Partners are the 
universities of Padova, Leuven, Salamanca, 
Bologna, Poitiers, Louvain and Groningen. 
The CGDMI also organises an annual 
Intensive Programme (IP) funded by the EU 
Lifelong Learning Programme. Staff and thirty 
students from all CGDMI partners participate 
in this highly valued programme. The 2012 
version was organised by Groningen and 
Leuven in Szeged, Hungary on ‘Issues of Land 
in the Age of Globalisation’. 

Other Courses
GSG director, prof. Joost Herman, developed 
a new course International Humanitarian 
Assistance, which has run successfully this 
year as part of the Dutch Studies Programme 
of the University of Groningen.

Pieter Boele van Hensbroek, together 
with Lucas den Boer, developed the 

course Aziatische Filosofische Tradities 
(Asian Philosophical Traditions) in order to 
strengthen the global oriëntation of the 
Philosophy and other study programmes. 
With a large audiance, over 60 exams, and a 
very positive student evaluation, this course 
proved its value and will be offered next year 
again.
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Highlights of conferences and summer schools organised in 2013 

Groningen Energy Summer School 2013 - A multi-disciplinary 
approach to energy transition, from policy to physics

17 - 28 June 2013

The Groningen Energy Summer School 2013 for PhD students takes an interdisciplinary 
approach to energy transition. By bringing together and combining a broad range of 
disciplines, this summer school will offer a unique opportunity to PhD students to become 
aware of different aspects of the energy transition, to develop novel insights and to create 
synergy in approaches to energy transition. The summer school will be the opportunity to 
connect to new networks, to learn from experts in the field including practitioners, and to 
discuss one’s own work. Group work on a case study (‘Russia and energy transition’) will 
further ensure an interdisciplinarity experience.

Summer Schools and 
Conferences

Summer School on Transitional Justice and the Politics of Memory 

24 June - 4 July 2013

Research in Ethics and Globalisation and the Faculty of Philosophy at the University of Rijeka 
jointly organized the second annual GSG-REG Summer School on Transitional Justice. The 
Summer School on Transitional Justice and the Politics of Memory in the Mediterranean was 
held on the island of Cres, in Croatia. 

The intensive 10 day summer school explored transitional justice and the politics of memory 
in the context of the Mediterranean region with a particular focus on the former Yugoslavia 
and the Middle East and North Africa. In addition to the summer school academic program, 
which included an international panel of experts, the course also included excursions, guest 
lectures from government officials, civil society activists, journalists and marked Croatia’s 
expected accession to the European Union on 1 July 2013.
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Africa, China and Europe Intensive Summer Programme in 
Development Studies (ACE) in Tanzania 

21 July - 3 August 2013

GSG organized this intensive course together with the Institute of Development Studies at 
Mzumbe University in Tanzania and the College of Humanities and Development Studies 
of the China Agricultural University. The objective of the programme was to bring together 
in an interactive learning setting Development Studies students from the three continents, 
facilitate students to gain first-hand experience of rural and urban life and development 
processes in the Morogoro region and to study and analyse development issues using  case 
studies, theories and approaches from different development perspectives. Dr Pieter Boele 
van Hensbroek and Dr Yongjun Zhao coordinated this programme. 

Summer School on Democracy and Global Governance in 
Sousse, Tunisia 

July 19 - July 28 2013

Research in Ethics and Globalisation organised the second annual summer school in 
Sousse, Tunisia. This year’s topic is on Democracy and Global Governance. The students 
learn first-hand about political and legal transformations in North Africa with a special 
focus on democracy and good governance. This dynamic course is held by an expert team 
of local scholars, activists, politicians and RUG staff, including our own GSG-REG colleagues 
Prof. Andrej Zwitter and Dr. Christopher Lamont. 

The summer school was jointly organised by Globalisation Studies Groningen at the 
Univeristy of Groningen (the Netherlands) and the Faculty of Law and Political Science at 
the University of Sousse (Tunisia). The summer school is sponsored and supported by the 
University of Sousse, the Faculty of Law at the University of Groningen, the Embassy of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands in Tunisia, and Globalisation Studies Groningen.
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GSG Staff, Guest Scholars, 
           Visitors & Fellows
Arrival of new Chinese PhDs 
GSG has welcomed the arrival of Ms Bin Jiang and Ms Yingruo Wang in early September to 
start their PhD studies. Ms Jiang from the China Agricultural University, and Ms Wang from 
Zhengzhou University, have started a four-year study fully funded by the China Scholarship 
Council. 

Their studies relate to China-Africa development cooperation and the role of Chinese NGOs 
in environmental management, which fits with the GSG’s PhD Hub as an inter-faculty and 
interdisciplinary initiative aimed at coordinating and creating synergies among all the PhD 
trajectories of the university. 

Appointment of GSG Director Joost Herman  
In 2013 GSG director Joost Heman was appointed professor. GSG celebrated this occasion 
with a very successful international conference “The Socialisation of Globalisation”, in January 
2014. As part of that conference, Joost Herman held his eloquent inaugoral speech, titled: 
“The Socialisation of Globalisation: the Case of Humanitarian Action”.

Guest scholars/researchers/lectures
• Prof. Archangel Rukooko (Dean Faculty of Humanities, Makere University Uganda) 
• Alice Wabule (PhD, Uganda) 
• Chinese delegation Ford foundation project  
• Michael Mulqueen (Liverpool Hope) 
• Prof. Siswanto Wilopo (UGM) 
• Timothy Wittig (Africom) 
• Vladimir Petrovic (Institute for War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies) 
• Caterina Bonora (PhD fellow at Bremen International Graduate School of Social 

Sciences, specializing in the field of Global Integration) 
• Dr. Ekaterina Koldunova (Moscow State University) 
• Nerma Jelacic (ICTY) 
• Iva Vukusic (SENSE News Agency) 
• Dr. Phillip Gray (Texas A&M) 
• Mr. Benjamin Tkach (Texas A&M) 
• Rotem Giladi (former senior advisor to ICRC Tel Aviv)
• Vuco Novak (the Republic of Serbia’s Liaison Officer to the ICTY) 
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GSG staff positions and presentations:  

Prof. dr. Joost Herman
Positions:
• Professor in Globalisation Studies and Humanitarian Action
• Director Globalisation Studies Groningen Institute (GSG)
• Director Humanitarian Action (NOHA)
• Financial Director European NOHA Association

Presentations held at: 
“Current challenges to humanitarianism” (Qatar Liberal Arts conference, February 2013);
“Reconceptualising International Humanitarian Law” (NOHA Spring School Sofia University, 
May 2013); “Land issues under international law” (China land conference, Beijing, June 
2013); “Humanitarian Studies as a discipline” (Summer School on humanitarian logistics, 
Yogyakarta, July 2013) ; “New kids on the bloc: shifting points of gravity in humanitarian 
action “ (Presentations given at Xiamen University, the Agricultural University of Beijing, 
Fudan University Shanghai, November 2013); “Bringing the state back in” (Panel moderator 
at UNOCHA expert meeting, New York 2013).

Dr. Yongjun Zhao 
Positions: 
• Assistant Professor and Coordinator for the Minor Development Studies Programme 

Courses:
• Key Debates in Development Studies, and Topical Themes in Development Studies; 

guest lecturer for the Ethnicity, Culture, Politics course.
• Guest lecture in other faculties: Providing invited guest lecture for the Minor People, 

Planet, Profit programme, Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences.

Dr. Pieter Boele van Hensbroek
Positions:
•    Chair of Coimbra Group Task Force ACP (Development)
•    Eric Bleumink Fund – selection committee
•    African Student Community Groningen – advisory board
•    Participation Group RUG - member
•    PMDS (Platform Masters Development Studies, Netherlands) - member

Courses: 
•     Scientific Writing Course – Biera, Mozambique
•    Coordinator of / lecturer of: Minor Development Studies; Course Topical Themes in 

  Development; Course Aziatische Filosofische Tradities; Course Ethnicity, Culture, 
    Politics; ACE Intensive Programme, Mzumbe, Tanzania

Presentations held at:
Coimbra Group General Assembly; JOVD Groningen; Nacht van de Filosofie; Participation 
Group Groningen; Dwarsdiep Africa Day, and Swasiland evening; Radio Randstad FUNX 
(interview); RUG Alumnikring Oost, Apeldoorn; Concept Africa seminar Uppsala; Langple 
conference Peking University; World Nutrition Society Granada – side conference; NWO 
Closing Conference of ‘Omstreden Democratie’ programme (poster); U4 conference Gent.
 

5

30



GSG Publications
The GSG Research Report Series publishes 
research papers, interesting working papers 
and pre-prints, as well as GSG seminar 
reports. 

The series includes papers of University of 
Groningen staff as well as of overseas partners 
who have participated in GSG workshops or 
who have studied or conducted research 
at the University of Groningen. GSG has 
published three research reports in 2013. 
You can read and download each of them in 
the research section on our website.  

Every three months, GSG publishes a 
newsletter with an overview of past and 
upcoming events. You can subscribe to the 
newsletter on our website. 

Other GSG Related Publications: 

Prof. dr. Joost Herman: 

Kritiek Halsema is deels gratuit en naief. Volkskrant, 25 June 2013

Interview in NRC (December 2013) http://www.nrcreader.nl/artikel/3653/spontaan-
was-deze-noodkreet-om-syrie-niet-echt

Oral book review “A thousand days” of Natalie Righton on her experiences in Afghanistan 
(March 2013)

Dr. Pieter Boele van Hensbroek:
Beyond Crossing Borders, beyond Intercultural Philosophy. Chapter in: 
M.B.Ramose (ed). Hegel’s Twilight: Liber Amicorum Discipulorumque: Pro Heinz 
Kimmerle. Rodopi Press, Amsterdam, ISBN 978-90-420-3665-9. Studies in Intercultural 
Philosophy, Volume 23. 2013

Participation as a tool for effective governance. Chapter in: 
Yongjun Zhao, Leon Verstappen, Wilbert Kolkman (eds) 2013 Farmland Acquisition in 
China: Governance, Local Practices and International Experiences, Beijing: Science Press. 
2013, p.225-261 

Dr. Yongjun Zhao:
Yongjun Zhao 2013. China’s Disappearing Countryside: Towards Sustainable Land 
Governance for the Poor , Farnham, U.K. and Burlington, U.S.A.: Ashgate Publishing 
Limited, 174 pages.

Yongjun Zhao “China-Africa development cooperation in the rural sector: An exploration 
of land tenure and investments linkages for sustainable resource use”, Journal 
Environment, Development and Sustainability, Special Issue on China as a New Shaper of 
International Development: The Environmental Implications, Vol. 15, No. 2, pp 355-366.

Yongjun Zhao & Xiuli Xu “China-Africa agricultural cooperation, African land tenure 
reform and sustainable farmland investments”, in John A. Allan and Martin Keulertz et al 
(eds) Handbook of Land and Water Grabs in Africa: Foreign Direct Investment and Food 
and Water Security, London and New York: Routledge, pp 436-445.

GSG Research Report Series:
Satta, T. & Pennink, B.J.W. (2013). 
Decentralization by devolution in Tanzania; 
The role of Local Financial Management 
and Tax Revenues. Groningen
ISBN: 978-90-367-6483-4
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Prof. dr. Tjalling Halbertsma: 
‘Winner Takes All’, terugblik op de presidentsverkiezingen in Mongolië, International 
Spectator, September 2013, p. 69-73     

Review: Lieu, Samuel N. C., Lance Eccles, Majella Franzmann, Iain Gardner, and Ken 
Parry, Medieval Christian and Manichaean Remains from Quanzhou (Zayton), Frontiers 
of History in China, Volume 8, Number 3, September 2013, p. 459-461

Review: Timothy May, The Mongol Conquests in World History, Journal of Asian History, 
46.2, 2013, p. 255-256

Review: Alan K. Sanders, Historical Dictionary of Mongolia, Journal of Asian History, 
46.1, 2012, p. 131-132 (journal dated 2012, publication in 2013)

Prof. dr. Jacques Zeelen:
Tukundane, C.,  J. Zeelen,  A. Minnaert and  P. Kanyandago, ‘I felt very bad. I had self-
rejection’: narratives of exclusion and marginalisation among early school leavers in 
Uganda, Journal of Youth Studies, published on line September 2013.

Zeelen, J., M. Rampedi and J. van der Linden, Grounding adult education research in 
rural areas:  Reflections on the development of a research program at the University 
of Limpopo in South Africa, Adult Education Quaterly, accepted May 2013.

Blaak, M., G. Openjuru and J. Zeelen, Non-Formal Vocational Education in Uganda: 
Practical Empowerment Through a Workable Alternative,  International  Journal of 
Educational Development, Volume 33, Issue 1, January 2013, pages 88–97. 

Elsdijk, F., L. Docter-Jansen, J. Zeelen en K. Hoekstra, Samen op weg naar een 
zinvolle begeleiding van risicojongeren richting duurzaam gediplomeerd werk, 
onderzoeksrapport in opdracht van VSV Drenthe, Uitgave RUG, September 2013, 120 
pag.

Zeelen, J. Towards new dynamics between education and the labour market in Uganda, 
the United States and the Netherlands, paper presented at the UKFIET Conference on 
Education and Development, held in Oxford, September 2013. 

Blaak, M., and J. Zeelen, Collective learning and knowledge production in Donor 
Assisted Education Projects: Can it be regulated in the common project cycle?, paper 
presented at the UKFIET conference on Education and Development, held in Oxford, 
September 2013. 

Zeelen, J. Combating Social Exclusion of the Youth. Challenges and opportunities of 
programmes and policies in three different contexts. Keynote address IMPALA-ESPANET 
International conference. “Building blocks for an inclusive society: empirical evidence 
from social policy research”.  Luxembourg, April 18 & 19, 2013.
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prof. dr. Frank Vanclay
prof. dr. Carel Jansen
prof. dr. Ton Schoot Uiterkamp
prof. dr. Jaap de Wilde
prof. dr. Paul Luiten
prof. dr. Robert Lensink
dr. Clemens Lutz
dr. Ron Holzhacker
prof. dr. Niels Hermes
prof. dr. ir. Caspar Schweigman
dr. Dirk Bezemer
prof. dr. Henk Moll
prof. dr. Herman Hoen
prof. dr. Henk Folmer
prof. dr. Inge Hutter
dr. Sjaak Swart
dr. Henk von Eije
prof. dr. Joost Herman
dr. Jacques Zeelen
drs. Anke van Haastrecht
prof. mr. dr. Leon Verstappen
dr. Liesbet Heyse
prof. dr. Luchien Karsten
prof. dr. Marcel Timmer
dr. Michel Doortmont
dr. ir. Menno Kamminga

dr. Marjo Buitelaar
dr. Peter Weesie
prof. dr. Rafael Wittek
ir. Renée Bakker
dr. ir. Sanderine Nonhebel
dr. Pieter Boele Van Hensbroek
prof. dr. Hub Hermans
prof. dr. Tjip van der Werf
prof. dr. Marcel Brus
dr. Yongjun Zhao
prof. mr. dr. Wilbert Kolkman
prof. dr. ir. Erik Heeres
dr. Louise Meijering
dr. Gerda van Roozendaal
dr. Bartjan Pennink
drs. Wiebe Zijlstra
prof. dr. Oscar Couwenberg
dr. Marc Pauly
dr. ir. Hinke Haisma
drs. Michiel Berger
drs. Tim Zwaagstra
drs. Bastiaan Aardema
dr. Sami Faltas
dr. Fernando Nieto Morales
dr. Albert-Jan Abma
drs. Justine Jones

A selection of University of Groningen staff 
connected to GSG in 2013:

mrs. Vera Dimitievska
prof. Hans Hogerzeil
drs. Chamutal Eitam 
dr. Nienke de Deugd
mr. drs. Monique Westra
drs. Laura Brinks
dr. mr. Joris Kocken
dr. Christopher K. Lamont
dr. Cecile de Milliano
dr. Ulla Pape
mr. dr. Herman Voogsgeerd
prof. dr. Andrej Zwitter
dr. Sascha Le Large
dr. Ajay Bailey
dr. Josje van der Linden
dr. Nicole Zeegers
drs. Billie de Haas
mr. Cuthbert Tukundane
dr. Nina Hansen
prof. dr. Cees Th. Smit Sibinga
dr. Edwin Woerdman
prof. dr. Gijsbert Vonk
drs. Madeleine Gardeur-Veldman
prof. dr. Kocku von Stuckrad
prof. Lubbert Dijkhuizen
Benjamin Herborth, MA
Gaaitzen de Vries, MA
Ansgard Heinrich, MA
dr. Kirstin Scholten
Myriam Hemsteede, MA
Yan Xu, MA
Dimitros Soudis, MA
Peace Tumuheki, MA
dr. Ernst Thoutenhoofd
dr. Frank Gaenssmantel
mr. Abel Knottnerus
prof. dr. Jan van der Harst  
prof. dr. mr. Tjalling Halbertsma 
dr. Janny de Jong 
dr. Nadine Voelkner 
prof. dr. Luis Lobo Guerrero
dr. David Shim 
dr. Francesco Guimelli 
Mashele Rapatsa
Alice Wabule
dr. Eric Sportel 

prof. dr. Erin Wilson 
prof. dr. Phillip McCann 
prof. dr. Brigit Toebes 
prof. dr. André Faaij 
dr. Bert Wiersema 
drs. Sanne Kamerling 
dr. Clemens Six 
dr. Mr. Antenor Hallo de Wolf
prof. dr. Henk Sol 
Anna Arian, MA 
prof. dr. Johan Woltjer 
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GSG is an inter-faculty institute spanning 
the entire University of Groningen. It 
connects academic work of research 
groups and of individual staff members 
on issues of globalisation, development 
and humanitarianism. GSG’s aim is to 
stimulate, support and initiate research 
projects, educational programmes, North-
South linkages and project applications in 
these related fields, thus contributing to 
the global profile of the university. GSG 
builds upon the previous work of the 
Centre for Development Studies (CDS). 
GSG was formally established on January 
1 2011 by the Executive Board and the 
Board of Deans, representing all faculties 
of the University of Groningen.
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Contact
Globalisation Studies Groningen
University of Groningen

PO Box 716
Oude Kijk in ‘t Jatstraat 26
9712 EK GRONINGEN
The Netherlands

GSG@rug.nl

www.rug.nl/gsg

            www.facebook.com/GlobalisationStudiesGroningen

Core Staff
Prof. dr. Joost Herman
Director 
j.herman@rug.nl

Dr. Pieter Boele van Hensbroek
Coordination of education, 
research and public activities 
p.boele@rug.nl

Mr. Jarno Hoving
Office manager 
j.hoving@rug.nl

Dr. Yongjun Zhao
Coordinatior PhD Hubs, 
Minor Development Studies, 
and East Asia linkages 
yongjun.zhao@rug.nl

Ms. Marloes Viet
PR & Communications
m.viet@rug.nl
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