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Introduction
Dear colleagues and stakeholders of GSG,

The team of Globalisation Studies Groningen, the interfaculty institute of the University of Groningen, is 
proud to present to you its 2014 annual report. Also in the anniversary year 2014, GSG has continued to 
promote the internationalization strategy of the University of Groningen. Strengthening the position of 
our university worldwide through our devotion to innovative interdisciplinary interuniversity education 
and research, we have noticed an increased recognition of our public and private partners for Groningen 
being a gateway to global knowledge. This report will guide you through these activities, but in this 
introduction I would like to stipulate a few highlights.
 
2014 bears witness to initiatives as well as a continuation of projects in the fields of technology and 
innovation in societies with a specific link to food security. The tripartite ownership of STINGS (Society, 
Technology and Innovation Network Groningen for Sustainability) ranks as an audacious endeavor. GSG, 
the Science and Society Group (FWN) and the Ubbo Emmius Fund have in togetherness pushed forward 
the results in the Edulink project, the ERAFRICA project, and the desertification project. Under the larger 
umbrella of sustainable society new initiatives are taken, such as the potato project (NWO) as well as the 
creation of a business model for long term (self-sustainable) summer school projects in Mozambique on 
(bio)technology and innovation in Africa. Singling out an individual for praise is always dangerous, but 
not in this case. Director Ubbo Emmius Tienke Koning deserves our deepest gratitude and respect for her 
relentless effort to secure public and private funding for our projects, for her vast network in the private 
sector and for promoting our projects in the alumni circles that she initiated. Tienke’s retirement in the 
second half of 2015 will definitively NOT be a positive highlight of next year’s report.

2014 Has been the year that our global connectivity, profile and outreach have been boosted by DFID’s 
decision to fund the so-called Land Portal, a global database, website and energizer of activities on 
everything that relates to land issues worldwide. Groningen profiles itself also in this area of great 
global contemporary societal importance as knowledge base and progressive knowledge provider. Credit 

“If others can make it, why not me?
And if not me, who?
If not now, when?”

Goodluck M.
Mgeta village, Tanzania

Cover photo: student of China Agricultural University Summer School in Tanzania ACE 
(Africa, China, Europe School on Development Studies) photo taken during field work in village. 
Source: Ms Jing Cai



goes to the Faculty of Law in the person of Leon Verstappen who in cooperation with GSG has made 
this project of high visibility a reality. He has catapulted Groningen into the forefront of public and 
private institutions worldwide that  care for sustainable use of land, entitlements to land, and reduced 
pressures on land. No less relevant to mention is IRIO’s (Jaap de Wilde) and GSG successful revival of 
Peace Studies in Groningen through a December conference, bringing old acquaintances from the days 
of the polemological institute to Groningen and a choice of eminent scholars amongst whom world 
renowned Johan Galtung, co-founder of Peace Studies with Groningen’s ‘own’ Bert Röling.
 
2014, finally, has seen further blossoming of interdisciplinary education activities (the third assignment 
of GSG – namely that of enriching existing education and creating new programmes to attract more 
students and PhD’s to Groningen). At Bachelor’s level, the programme on international humanitarian 
action has been started, attracting great numbers of Dutch and non-Dutch students, and  the minor 
Development Studies continues to blossom and grow. At the Master’s level, the full Master in 
Humanitarian Action is one of the programmes in Groningen attracting most students from around 
the world, GSG (co-)organized four Summer Schools in Groningen as well as elsewhere in the world, 
on development, transitional justice, democratization in Africa and Energy. Last but not least, at the 
PhD level, GSG’s so-called PhD hub strategy continues to bring in more and more PhD students from 
abroad through a tailor-made approach to their research training needs and academic supervision of 
interdisciplinary nature, truly internationalizing our research community, creating high level and visible 
output and committing individuals to Groningen for the rest of their lives. 

Concluding this introduction, a personal statement is appropriate. In 2014, Jacques Zeelen has been 
appointed full professor in Life Long Learning and Social Intervention in the Context of Globalisation. 
Thanks to the accommodating and supportive Faculty of Behavioral Sciences Jacques has been given 
a unique opportunity to crown his career at the University of Groningen. Geared towards his beloved 
continent Africa, upon his appointment he has already been able to also apply his theoretical and 
applied knowledge on the interlinkage between education and labour markets’ needs to Latin America, 
North America and…  the eastern part of Groningen. 

Dear colleagues and stakeholders, the report below will show there is so much more to tell. The world 
comes to Groningen and Groningen reaches out to the world. Thanks to all the faculties and the Board 
of Directors of the University of Groningen GSG’s relentless efforts gain support and sustainability. We 
express the hope that they will continue to do so. The Governors of GSG’s Board, coming from various 
faculties, are instrumental for the continuity of GSG and it is a great deal of gratitude that we owe 
them. To you, dear reader and interested party, go the final words of thanks: no GSG without you.

Prof. dr. Joost Herman, 
Director of Globalisation Studies Groningen 

GSG year 2014 

Highlights
• Prof. dr. Joost Herman, director GSG, held his inaugural speech ‘The Socialisation of  
 Globalisation: the case of Humanitarian Action’ on January 14, 2014

• The Centre for East Asian Studies Groningen (CEASG) held its launch conference   
 in May 2014. CEASG focuses on contemporary China, Japan, Korea and Mongolia, and  
 coordinates the MA specialisation East Asian Studies

• Dr. Jacques Zeelen was appointed professor in ‘Lifelong Learning and Social
  Intervention in the Context of Globalisation’, joining GSG with a 50% appointment

• Prof. dr. Joost Herman was appointed President of the global interuniversity    
 network in Humanitarian Studies NOHA AISBL

• The new Master’s specialization East Asian Studies started in September 2014

• The interdisciplinary STINGS network on Science, Technology and Innovation 
 Network Groningen for Sustainability was initiated in collaboration with the    
 African Biosafety Network of Expertise (ABNE), the African Union and MSU 

• GSG attracted five new PhD researchers for various faculties with a China Scholarship  
 Council fellowship in 2014

• NOHA Alumnus Monica Arac de Nyeko was awarded the title of University of   
 Groningen alumnus of the year 2014

• Summer School successes: no less than four Summer Schools were organized by GSG
 or with substantial assistance of GSG



About GSG
Research
In the field of research we bring together and 
coordinate several interdisciplinary research 
groups and assist in organising events, from 
hosting individual guests, round tables,  
guest lectures and seminars, to organising 
large scale international conferences. 
Linking researchers who otherwise would 
not have collaborated is a great added 
value of GSG. We also frequently assist 
staff in writing research proposals, tender 
submissions and in several cases manage 
the resulting projects. Through our PhD 
Hub strategy, we also profile the university 
as an attractive place for PhD research on 
a number of globalisation-related themes; 
thus attracting a number of PhD candidates 
to the university every year. GSG aims to 
give new impulses to research concerning 
global challenges, to bring together existing 
research programmes, to organise projects 

and activities, and to acquire external means 
for innovative programmes.

Education
We strengthen existing inter-faculty 
educational programmes and set the agenda 
for new programmes in the intertwined 
areas of globalisation, development 
and humanitarian action. National and 
international students are the beneficiaries. 
GSG has assisted in the development of the 
Master programme Humanitarian Action 
(NOHA) and the Master specialization 
East Asian Studies. We coordinate a large 
and successful university-wide Minor 
programme in Development Studies. We 
also co-organise several Summer Schools 
and Intensive Programmes in Africa and 
Europe. Many individual students consult 
us on their internship or thesis work plans.

Institutional, representation and 
publicity
GSG promotes the internationalization 
strategy of the University of Groningen. Our 
aim is to act as a clearing house of information 
internally and externally. Our website, 
newsletters, and active networking practice 
helps us to do so. It is thanks to the quality of 
all university staff that Groningen becomes 
more known in a variety of networks as an 
important actor in international research 
governance in societally relevant issue areas!

GSG core staff in 2014: 
prof. dr. Joost Herman 

dr. Pieter Boele van Hensbroek 
Jarno Hoving 

dr. Yongjun Zhao
prof. dr. Jacques Zeelen

Marloes Viet 
Lisette Meij

CEASG
prof. dr. Tjalling Halbertsma

GSG Associate Staff:
dr. Ronald Holzhacker

dr. Christopher Lamont

Board of Governors: 
prof. dr. Robert Lensink (chair) 

prof. dr. Jaap de Wilde (vice-chair) 
prof. dr. Paul Luiten

Vacancy 
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Inaugural Lecture Professor Joost Herman 
14 January 2014
The Socialisation of Globalisation: the Case 
of Humanitarian Action. 

GSG Annual Conference - Global Norms 
and Local Implementations 
14 January 2014
A festive event mixing University of Groningen 
staff from all faculties. Speakers: Cecile de 
Milliano, Birgit Toebes, Ron Holzhacker, Frank 
Vanclay, Lubbert Dijkhuizen, Peter Weesie, 
Andrej Zwitter, Sjaak Swart and Nico Bos.

Public Lecture: ‘A thousand bombs and 
grenades, North Korean propaganda in 
perspective’  
17 March 2014
By  prof. Remco Breuker (Leiden University), 
CEASG in cooperation with Studium Generale.

CEASG Lecture: ‘China’s Regional Security 
Strategy in Transition’ - Examining China’s 
Behavior in Territorial Disputes
17 March 2014
Guest lecture by Feng Liu, Nankai Visiting 
Scholar. Organised by CEASG in cooperation 
with GSG.

CEASG Film and Lecture - Rainmakers, 
China’s Environmental Warriors
27 March 2014
By Floris Jan van Luyn, in cooperation with 
MA and BA Journalism Media Studies.

Guest Lecture: ‘Dutch Foreign Policy Focus 
on Asia’ by Alex Oosterman
11 April 2014
CEASG in collaboration with the Ministry  of 
Foreign Affairs, in the framework of the Azië 
Carrousel. 

The SInGA Spring conference, on ‘Good 
Governance and Sustainable Society’
14 April 2014
Featuring completed conference papers  

Public 
Activities

CEASG Book launch of David Shim’s ‘Visual 
Politics and North Korea’ 
21 January 2014
Speaker Koen de Ceuster in cooperation with 
the University Library.

Tunisian Youth Politicians Masterclass
22-23 January 2014
A two day intensive masterclass on “Social 
Justice” facilitating inter-party dialogue 
among youth members of Tunisia’s political 
parties. Organised by GSG’s research group 
Research in Ethics and Globalisation (GSG-
REG) in cooperation with the Netherlands 
Institute for Multiparty Democracy (NIMD) 
and Youth Political Party Organisations. 

RUG College Tour - with under-secretary 
general of the UN Noeleen  Heyzer 
6 March 2014
Noeleen Heyzer received the University of 
Groningen Aletta Jacobs Prize on March 7, 
2014 for her work on women emancipation. 
In the format of College Tour, GSG visiting 
prof.  Thea Hilhorst interviewed dr. Heyzer for 
a large audience in the Aula of the university. 
The evening was set up by six Honours 
College students. 

Noeleen Heyzer and Thea Hilhorst during the interview

from the 8 PhD candidates that are part of 
the GSG PhD hub on good governance.  The 
conference was opened by RUG President 
Sibrand Poppema and the Indonesian 
Ambassador Retno Marsudi, followed by 
insightful key-note addresses by World Bank 
officials from Washington and Jakarta.

CEASG Launch Conference on ‘East 
Asia and the European Union, strong 
Economics, weak Politics?’
8-9 May 2014
The festive launching conference of our 
CEASG included many prominent speakers, 
including a guest lecture by Mongolian 
Ambassador to the Netherlands, Mr. 
Davaadorj.

Ambassador Davaadorj meets our University 
President Prof. dr. Poppema 

Guest Lecture: ‘Universal values or cultural 
specificity? The reception of universal 
historical thinking in modern Japan’ 
21 May 2014
By Prof. Toru Takenaka of Osaka University 
who was invited by the Centre for Japan 
Studies. 



foundations of China’s foreign policy; 
cooperation between China and the EU in 
global security governance; post debt-crisis 
China-EU relations; and mutual perceptions 
of China and the EU as energy actors.

Public Lecture/Debate on ‘Demonstrations 
in Hong Kong; Will the protests become 
China’s stumbling block?’ 
6 October 2014
CEASG current affairs lecture with Anne 
Meijdam, (with Studium Generale)

Public Lecture on ‘My early life in North 
Korea’ with a speaker from North Korea
27 October 2014
Organized with SIB

Public Lecture and Photography Show on 
‘Rediscovering Buddhism in Mongolia: 
transition, restoration and creation’ by 
Mareike Guensche
30 October 2014

GSG visit Beijing China Scholarship Council 
Fair
22-23 November 2014
Prof. Joost Herman and dr. Yongjun Zhao 
manned a University of Groningen table 
at  the Beijing China Scholarship Council 
Fair from 22-23 November  2014, visited by 
thousands of Chinese students from all the 

Right to Development; lecture by Prince 
Claus Chairholder Prof. Jumoke Oduwole
28 May 2014
Professor Jumoke Oduwole was invited by 
Dr. Ron Holzhacker of the Department of 
International Relations and International 
Organizations (IRIO), and mixed with students 
in a festive event. 

Public lecture and documentary: ‘Lifelong 
learning and early school leaving in Africa: 
experiences from South Africa, Ghana 
and Uganda’ by Dr. Jos Koetsier (Univ. of 
Western Cape) and Jacques Zeelen
13 June 2014
Documentary Ghana: “We will pass” - about 
school going girls in the northern part of 
Ghana. A film by Guus Fruma en Astrid 
Niersman.

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Frans 
Timmermans held speech at RUG 
1 September 2014
He was invited via CEASG to hold the opening 
speech of the Academic Year of our university.

China Workshop on ‘China’s foreign policy 
and China-EU relations’ by CEASG & GCI
16 September 2014
Topic included: Traditions and cultural 

top Chinese universities. They also visited 
the School of Social Development and Public 
Policy of Beijing Normal University and 
Prof Herman gave a public lecture on Asian 
Humanitarianism. As a result, Prof. Zhang 
and dr. Yang and other colleagues visited 
GSG in March 2015 to discuss cooperation in 
teaching, research and public activities. 

Prof. Herman and dr. Zhao interviewing a potential 
candidate to do research in Groningen 

Peace Conference: ‘Past, present and Future 
of Peace Research’  
11-12 December 2014
The conference reflected on peace and 
security, international law, human rights, 
development issues, civil wars and 
peacebuilding and patterns of enmity & 
amity. With key note speeches of prof. 
Johan Galtung (picture below) and prof. Nico 
Schrijver. 

Guest Lecture on ‘Russian foreign policy and 
East Asia: Energy’ by prof. Chun Hongchan 
of Pusan National University
17 December 2014 
Organized together with the Energy Academy 
Europe and the Russia Centre

Opening of the Korea Corner at University 
Library
18 December 2014
A useful and practical collection of research 
material related to Korean studies consisting 
of literature, both in hard copy and on-line, 
and DVD’s catalogued under the library label 
“UKOR”. 

The Korea Corner also provides study places, 
computers and a related information hub 
regarding Korean studies at the University 
of Groningen. Currently featuring a micro-
exhibition; “Hansik; Food for Thought”.

Korean flag raised at the Academy Building during the 
opening of the Korea Corner



Highlights from our 
Programmes, Projects

and Groups
Centre for East Asian Studies Groningen (CEASG)
The Centre, started in 2013, held its official Launch Conference in May 2014 and 
organized an impressive range of conferences, public lectures, exhibitions, started 
its Master’s specialisation East Asian Studies, and secured external funds for a 
range of activities such as professorships. 

Especially remarkable are the acquisition of substantial funds for the following 
activities:  a chair for five years in Chinese Literature and Languages (in collaboration 
with Hangban and the Groningen Confucius Institute), a lecturer in Korean Studies 
(in collaboration with the Korea Foundation), the further expansion of the Korea 
Corner in the University Library (in collaboration with the Korean Embassy), and 
a collaborative research project on linking emission trading systems between 
EU and Korea (in collaboration with the Korea Foundation). Visit the website for 
updates  and more info www.rug.nl/ceasg. 

The monthly lectures are well-attended and the photo exhibition “Rediscovering 
Mongolia’s Manuscripts, preserving and restoring books at Gandan Monastery” 
is on between February and October 2015 (please find details under Activities, 
above). 

New Network: Youth, Education and Work (YEW)
Youth, Education and Work (YEW) is a global network of scholars and practitioners 
who use research to contribute to solutions that help youth find meaningful 
(self-)employment and facilitate productive learn-work biographies. The network 

Picture: The delicate process of preserving Mongolia’s manuscripts. Source: M. Guensche



emerged from the former research project named Early School Leaving in 
Africa (ESLA) which started in 2007. Global challenges of youth unemployment, 
social exclusion and lifelong learning are being addressed through participatory 
research approaches that connect stakeholders and are embedded in local 
and practical knowledge while maintaining high academic standards. Through 
joint publications, student exchanges, conferences and seminars the Youth, 
Education and Work (YEW) network involves research institutions, companies, 
government, civil society and youth from several countries in South America, 
North America, Africa, Middle East and Europe. The network collaborates with 
international organisations like Child and Youth Finance International (CYFI).

Highlights:
• February 2014. PhD thesis defense Cuthbert Tukundane (Uganda); 
Promotores: Alexander Minnaert, Peter Kanyandago and Jacques Zeelen.  
Tukundane, C. (2014). Education and skills for development: Transforming 
support programmes for early school leavers in Uganda.  Faculty of Behavioural 
and Social Sciences, published by GSG. 

• July 2014. Conference about Tukundane’s PhD research project in 
Mbarara, Uganda, in order to bring back of the findings of the study to the local 
community (youth, learners, teachers, community members, policy makers 
and employers). Discussion on follow ups and policy implications.

• September 2014. National invitational conference about the future of the 
vocational education (MBO) in the Netherlands. With involvement of vocational 
education institutions, policy makers, business, researchers, representatives 
of the ministry and the parliament. Organised by Youth, Education and Work 
(YEW) 

• Cuthbert Tukundane, Peter Lugemwa and Jacques Zeelen took part in 
several activities of the CYFI network (Child and Youth Finance International), 
for instance with contributions at a conference in Abuja (Nigeria). In Uganda 
Tukundane, Lugemwa and Zeelen are working in collaboration with CYFI on a 
project on  Boda Boda (motor bike taxi) drivers in Kampala.

Global Land Tool Network and the Land Portal
Globalisation Studies Groningen has expanded its horizon in 2014 with regards 
to activities related to land. Firstly, the Land Portal, an already existing initiative 
of Globalisation Studies Groningen and other partners, has been taken into a 
new phase this year. The website has undergone a redevelopment and the 
governance structure of the initiative has been changed drastically. The Land 
Portal is now a Foundation under Dutch law with prof. Leon Verstappen as Chair 
of its Board. The Secretariat of the Foundation will be housed at Globalisation 
Studies Groningen. With financial support from the British government (the 
Department for International Development), the Land Portal enters into a 
promising new chapter and will continue its efforts to become the leading 
global hub on all information relating to land governance. 

The other project relating to land is a partnership project with the Global Land 
Tool Network. GLTN is facilitated by the United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme (UN-Habitat) and is a network of 64 different organisations 
around the world, collaborating on the development of pro-poor and gender-
responsive land tools.  Globalisation Studies Groningen was the leading partner 
in a project that firstly aimed to develop a research programme on land for 
post graduate students (which will be implemented late 2015). Another 

                 Photo Source: UN-Habitat
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element of the partnership was to evaluate the current status of E-learning 
materials available on land and to recommend further activities for the 
Network in that field. GSG hosted the Expert Group Meetings in December 
and welcomed land professionals from around the world, from Australia to 
Kenya to Nepal. The partnership between GLTN and Globalisation Studies 
Groningen will in all likelihood be extended in the course of 2015. More 
information on the website. 

GSG PhD Hubs 
GSG PhD Hub strategy, initiated in 2013, attracted 5 new PhD students in 
2014. The thematic Hubs each cover an interdisciplinary focus theme on 
Globalisation and consist of  a group of PhD researchers and one or several 
University of Groningen professors. Current themes are: 
• Humanitarian and Conflict Studies
• Governance for sustainable resource use
• Good governance and sustainable society
• Education and Lifelong Learning for Social Inclusion
• Essential legislation for access to medicine
• Religion and Conflict
• Research in ethics and globalization
• ‘Glocalized’ regulation of technological innovation in Asia and Africa

Prof. Joost Herman and dr. Yongjun Zhao visited the Beijing CSC Fair from 
22-23 November 2014, visited by thousands of Chinese students from all 
the top Chinese universities. In 2014, 5 new PhD candidates from China 
were welcomed in Groningen in early September 2014. All are fully funded 
by the China Scholarship Council:
• Cong Duan, hosted by the Faculty of Arts, from Beijing Language and 
Culture University
• Yiping Duan, hosted by the Faculty of Arts, from China University of 
Political Science and Law
• Yuanyuan Ju, hosted by the Faculty of Arts, from China Agricultural 
University
• Xingyu Yan, hosted by the Faculty of Law, from China University of Political 
Science and Law
• Yingying Zeng, hosted by the Faculty of Law, from Peking University

GSG research agreement with the Dutch Red Cross labeled 
‘Partners for Resilience’
Partners for Resilience (PfR) is a collaboration of five Netherlands-based 
humanitarian, development and environmental organisations working on 
strengthening the resilience of vulnerable communities in nine countries 
in the Global South (Ethiopia, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Kenya, 
Mali, Nicaragua, Philippines, Uganda). PfR aims to reduce the impact of 
natural hazards, by using an integrated approach to mitigate disaster risk 
and enhance livelihoods, particularly by addressing climate change and 
ecosystem management and restoration. Activities are carried out by 
national and local partners in selected communities prone to the effects of 
disasters like droughts, floods, typhoons and landslides. 

Dr. Cecile de Milliano of GSG coordinates the programme together with 
Prof. Thea Hilhorst. The programme conducts several studies and is also 
designed to facilitate learning within and between countries, in order to draw 
lessons learned and enable future up-scaling. One of the key principles of 
PfR’s programme is ‘combining multiple knowledge systems’ assuming that 
bringing different bodies of knowledge together will enhance learning and 
increase community resilience. GSG has concluded a research agreement 

Photo: Children practicing during an earthquake drill at their elementary school in Nueva Era, Philippines. 
Source: Yvonne Leung



of € 100.000 with the Dutch Red Cross labeled ‘Partners for Resilience. It 
aims to assess the relevance of resilience approaches in fragile societies 
and to provide for empirical evidence concerning the role of partnerships 
(beneficiaries, funding organisations, implementation agencies) in enhancing 
resilience. Find the first research results in the country briefs on our website. 

International Humanitarian Studies Association (IHSA)
From January 2014, GSG acts as the General Secretariat of the IHSA, the 
International Humanitarian Studies Association. The IHSA is a network 
of people engaged in the study of humanitarian crises caused by natural 
disaster, conflict or political instability. Born in Groningen in 2009, when the 
University of Groningen organised and hosted the First World Conference 
of Humanitarian Studies, the IHSA has grown considerably and is privileged 
to count the most outstanding academics and practitioners amongst its 
members. 

No less important, in 2011 (Boston) and 2013 (Istanbul) Groningen and the 
IHSA organised the Second and Third World Conference of Humanitarian 
Studies, with the fourth one in March 2016 scheduled to take place in Addis 

Ababa. In a way, the IHSA is back home in Groningen, giving our university 
exposure and influence in an international issue area of the greatest 
relevance. IHSA is to develop in the coming years from a European network 
to a truly global association of universities working in the field of teaching 
and research related to Humanitarian Action (see www.ihsa.info for more 
info).

International Network Observatory on Big Data and Global 
Strategy
The International Network Observatory is an international consortium of 
applied research bringing together the combined strengths of the Centre for 
Applied Research in Security Innovation (CASI) at Liverpool Hope University, 
the European Centre for Applied Research (ECFAR) in Austria, Globalisation 
Studies Groningen (GSG), and the Austrian Institute for International Politics 
(OIIP). Its experts specialise in Global Strategy, Big Data, national security, 
intelligence studies, international law, ethics, economics, international 
finance, media and modern history. In addition to these foundational 
members, FACT (Foundation for Arts and Creative Technology) participates 
as strategic partner in the area of technology and applied arts.

The International Network Observatory promotes innovation in the use 
of Big Data for intelligence-led decision-making. We help partners achieve 
sustainable value from data through the development and promotion of 
approaches to data exploitation that balance organisation-wide innovation 
with organisation-wide ethics. By engaging with the Observatory, partners 
are more likely to experience greater customer reassurance that Big Data 
usage is sensitive and appropriate; and better management of data-related 
corporate risks including risks to corporate image and market share; and 
enhanced capacity to develop systems, including early warning systems, for 
global strategy and public security (see website: www.networkobservatory.
org).

Network on Humanitarian Action (NOHA) 
GSG secured funding from the European Commission - DG Humanitarian 
Aid and Civil Protection. GSG-NOHA Groningen together with its 12 
European partners + 8 global partners has once more secured funding 



from the European Commission - DG Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection 
for its interdisciplinary educational and research activities on international 
humanitarian action. Having been granted a € 750,000 contract, the aggregate of 
monies that GSG/NOHA Groningen together with its partners has received since 
Joost Herman became Financial Director of the European NOHA network stands 
at € 7,000,000. It has allowed us to greatly enhance the professionalisation of 
international humanitarian action and to boast a vast number of NOHA alumni, 
over 3,000 by now, in the field. 

SPIRIT Indonesia Groningen (SInGA)
The SinGa programme for capacity development for Good Governance 
fared well in 2014. The SInGA Spring conference on Good Governance and 
Sustainable Society was a great success, featuring  conference papers from the 
8 PhD candidates that are part of the GSG PhD hub on Good Governance.  The 
conference was opened by RUG President Sibrand Poppema and the Indonesian 
Ambassador Retno Marsudi, followed by  key-note addresses by World Bank 
officials from Washington and Jakarta. Officials from the Dutch Royal Academy 
(KNAW) and the NWO were also present, because of their interest in the inter-
faculty, inter-disciplinary research program that has been created within GSG. 
The Director of the SInGA program, Dr. Ronald Holzhacker, introduced each of 
the PhD candidates and their research to the 60-70 guests assembled for the 
conference. The SInGA conference received good coverage in the Indonesian 
press.

STEM - State of Emergency Mapping
STEM (State of Emergency Mapping) is a student run project that aims to map state 
of emergency declarations all over the world. The aim is to compile a database 
that contains information on emergency powers de lege and de facto in order to 
gain a better understanding of the politics of law in different regions of the world. 
One of the aims is to build an open source database for researchers to study 
the occurrence, circumstances and backgrounds against which emergencies are 
being declared and to connect these with the laws governing the declarations 
as well as providing further literature. More information on this project can be 
found on the project page on our website: www.rug.nl/gsg. 

GSG Publications
The GSG Research Report Series publishes research papers, interesting working 
papers and pre-prints, as well as GSG seminar reports. The series includes 
papers of University of Groningen staff as well as of overseas partners who 
have participated in GSG workshops or who have studied or conducted research 
at the University of Groningen. GSG has published three research reports in 
2014. You can read and download each of them in the research section on our 
website. Every three months, GSG publishes a newsletter with an overview of 
past and upcoming events. You can subscribe to the newsletter on our website.

P. Wabike and J. van 
der Linden (eds) - 
Education for Social 
Inclusion (Groningen: 
GSG, 2014)

C. Tukundane - 
Education and Skills 

for Development, 
Transforming Support 
Programmes for Early 

Edited by: 
Paul Wabike 
Pieter Boele van Hensbroek
Michellana Jester
George Ladaah Openjuru

Subtitle subtitle subtitle subtitle Subtitle

Edited by: 
Paul Wabike 
Josje van der Linden 

for Social Inclusion
Education 



GSG Activities in    
Education & 
         Summer Schools
The University of Groningen aims to expose students to a truly international 
world, thus including programmes relating to Africa, Asia, Latin America and the 
Middle East, as well as programmes relating to global problems such as security, 
global warming, migration and cultural diversity. GSG supports such programmes 
by linking their staff, advertising courses and assisting in organising special 
conferences and workshops. The strategy of the university is to mainstream 
globalisation-relevant subjects in the various disciplinary Master programmes 
rather than concentrating such topics in a separate Master programme in 
Development Studies or in Globalisation Studies.

New Master specialization East Asian Studies
The CEASG has launched a one-year Master specialization in East Asian Studies. 
The specialization is part of the International Relations and International 
Organization programme. In September 2014, 15  students started the full-time 
programme and 18 more students joined the courses offered, taking the courses  
as electives in their programme. The Master's specialization is organized around 
the achievements, opportunities and challenges facing East Asia and taught 

by international staff. The programme focuses on the political economy and 
international relations of China, Japan, Korea and Mongolia. The programme takes 
a multidisciplinary approach. Work placement and study abroad are optional. 
Director of Studies is prof. Janny de Jong; Course Coordinator is dr. Yongjun Zhao.

Minor Development Studies 
The GSG-coordinated Minor Development Studies continued to prosper in 2014. 
There is a large student population participating (in the whole minor as well as 
students taking single courses as electives); student evaluations are excellent.  

A two-week Summer School in rural Tanzania (Morogoro region) together with 
Tanzanian and Chinese students is now fully integrated as an elective in the Minor.  
The programme consists of courses from the faculties of Economics & Business, 
Arts, Social and Behavioural Science, Spatial Sciences, and Natural Sciences. The 
course (including electives) consist of: Global Development Studies; Environment 
and Development; Ethnicity, Culture and Politics; Social and Institutional Change; 
Population and Development; Topical Themes in Development; Reading Seminar 
(see www.rug.nl/gsg/education).

Humanitarian Action Master Programme NOHA
NOHA is an international programme offered by eight 
European universities and has been awarded the high status 
of an Erasmus Mundus Programme. GSG and NOHA are 

twinned, sharing its director and secretary. The NOHA programme is the key 
programme within Europe for training persons for international humanitarian 
assistance and humanitarian action work, and continuously develops new 
initiatives in the field in close collaboration with DG Humanitarian Aid (ECHO) 
office of the European Union in Brussels. Partners in NOHA are the universities 

Photo Source: UN OCHA via flickr.com 



Summer School on Transitional Justice and the Politics of Memory 
Cres, Croatia; 23 June - 3 July

Africa, China and Europe Intensive Summer Programme in Development Studies 
Morogoro, Tanzania; 5 - 19 July
Two-week collaborative event at Mzumbe University, Tanzania, July 2014; 
including lectures, field work and group work. Organised by GSG with Mzumbe 
University and the College of Humanities and Development Studies (COHD) of 
China Agricultural University. Find the full report on our website. 

Summer School on Arab Spring Transitions in Sousse, Tunisia 
Sousse, Tunisia; 4 - 13 August 2014 

Groningen Energy Summer School 2014: Smart Grids from a Global Perspective: 
Bridging Old and New Energy Systems
Groningen; 18 - 29 August 2014
More info on our website.

Winter school on Human Rights
Groningen; 8 - 17 December 2014
A ten-day intensive academic program on human rights from Dutch, European 
and international perspectives. 10 scholars from the University of Sousse’s 
participated; supported by the Embassy of the Netherlands in Tunis. 

of Deusto, Uppsala, Aix-Marseille, Leuven, Dublin and the Ruhr Universität 
Bochum. NOHA also includes a network of non-European partners, namely 
Monash University (Australia), Universidad Javeriana (Colombia), Bangalore 
University (India), Universitas Gadjah Mada (Indonesia), Université Saint-Joseph 
de Beyrouth (Lebanon), University of the Western Cape (South Africa), and 
Columbia University (United States). Through the NOHA programme we are 
linked to a number of initiatives in the European context, such as the EU ECHO 
Office, Humanitarian Net, and joint networks on doctoral studies, Marie Curie 
fellowships, as well as to a wide range of private and government organisations 
all over the world in Humanitarian Assistance. We host several PhD researchers 
in the NOHA framework. 

Other Courses 
GSG director, prof. Joost Herman, developed a new undergraduate course 
International Humanitarian Assistance, which has run successfully this year as 
part of the Dutch Studies Programme of the University of Groningen.

Pieter Boele van Hensbroek, together with Lucas den Boer, developed the 
course Aziatische Filosofische Tradities (Asian Philosophical Traditions) in 
order to strengthen the global orientation of the Philosophy and other study 
programmes. With a large audience of 60 students  and a very positive student 
evaluation, this course will certainly be offered again in the years to come in the 
Faculty of Philosophy.

Summer Schools
Coimbra Group Winter School Urban Changes and Social Dynamics 
Khartoum, Sudan; 27 January - 6 February
With participation of University of Groningen staff and students; co-organised 
by GSG with Italian and Spanish Coimbra Group partners.



GSG Staff, Guest 
Scholars & Visitors

Guest scholars/researchers/lectures
• Mrs. Alice Wabule (PhD candidate, Uganda)
• Mrs. Peace Tumiheki (PhD candidate, Uganda)
• Mr. Mashele Rapatsa (PhD candidate, South Africa)
• Prof. Wilopo Siswanto (Gadiah Mada University, Indonesia)
• Mrs. Vera Dimitrievska (PhD candidate, Macedonia)
• Prof. Pat Gibbons (University  College, Dublin, Ireland)
• Mr. Jae Woong Lee (South Korea)
• Mr. Yuanyuan (PhD candidate, China)
• Mrs. Binh Jiang (PhD candidate, China) 

GSG staff positions and academic work:  

Prof. dr. Joost Herman
Positions and courses:
•  Professor in Globalisation Studies and Humanitarian Action
•  Director Globalisation Studies Groningen Institute (GSG)
•  Director Humanitarian Action (NOHA)
•  President global NOHA Association
•  External Examiner University College Dublin

Publications and presentations: 
A. Zwitter and J. Herman, “Context Analysis and Securitisation”, in: L. Heyse, A.  
 Zwitter, R. Wittek and J. Herman eds., Humanitarian Crises, Intervention
  and Security: A Framework for Evidence-Based Programming (Routledge;
 Boulder 2014 forthcoming).
A. Zwitter, C.K. Lamont, H.J. Heintze and J. Herman eds., Humanitarian Action:
  Global, Regional and Domestic Legal Responses (Cambridge University Press;
 Cambridge 2014).
A. Zwitter, C.K. Lamont, H.J. Heintze and J. Herman, “Introduction”, in: A. Zwitter,
  C.K. Lamont, H.J. Heintze and J. Herman eds., Humanitarian Action: Global,
  Regional and Domestic Legal Responses (Cambridge University Press;
  Cambridge 2014).

GSG Director; Prof. dr. 
Joost Herman, during his 
inaugaration in January 
2014. He held an inaugural 
speech on The Socialisation 
of Globalisation. 
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A. Zwitter, C.K. Lamont, H.J. Heintze and J. Herman, “Conclusion”, in: A. Zwitter, 
 C.K. Lamont, H.J. Heintze and J. Herman eds., Humanitarian Action: Global, 
 Regional and Domestic Legal Responses (Cambridge University Press;
  Cambridge 2014).
J. Herman, “International Law and Humanitarian Space in the 21st Century:   
 Challenged Relationships”, in: A. Zwitter, C.K. Lamont, H.J. Heintze
 and J. Herman eds., Humanitarian Action: Global, Regional and Domestic
 Legal Responses (Cambridge University Pres; Cambridge 2014).
J. Herman, The Socialisation of Globalisation (Inaugural Speech; Groningen 2014).
L. Heyse, A. Zwitter, R. Wittek and J. Herman eds., Humanitarian Crises,    
 Intervention and Security: A Framework for Evidence-Based Programming  
 (Routledge; Boulder 2014).
L. Heyse, A. Zwitter, R. Wittek and J. Herman, “The Need for Informed Programming
 in Humanitarian Action”, in: L. Heyse, A. Zwitter, R. Wittek and J. Herman
  eds.,  Humanitarian Crises, Intervention and Security: A Framework for   
 Evidence-Based Programming (Routledge; Boulder 2014).
L. Heyse, A. Zwitter, R. Wittek and J. Herman, “Conclusion”, in: L. Heyse, A.   
 Zwitter, R. Wittek and J. Herman eds., Humanitarian Crises, Intervention and
  Security: A Framework for Evidence-Based Programming (Routledge; Boulder 
 2014 forthcoming).

Prof. dr. Tjalling Halbertsma
Positions and courses:
• Director of CEASG (Centre for East Asian Studies Groningen)
• Lecturer of the course “The Rise of East Asia” (total 10 ECTS) and “Rise of  
 Mongolia; Mongolia in transition” in the Master’s specialization East Asian  
 Studies (MA International Relations).

Publications and presentations:
• “Mongolia and the DPRK at Sixty-five: Ulaanbaatar’s changing relations   
 with Pyongyang”, North Korean Review, Fall (38) 2014, 20-38 (peer reviewed
  publication)
• “Groeipijngrens”, Magazine De Standaard (met foto essay van Jan Locus), 
 29 November 
• CEASG GCI China Workshop: China’s foreign policy and China-EU relations.  
 16 October (organization and moderating)

• Korean studies workshop, CEASG presentation and panel member    
 Developments in Korean studies, 18 December
• Groninger Forum: Noord Korea documentaire en debat; “De Koekoek en het
  prikkeldraad (North Korea)”: speaker panel, 17 September
• University Peace Days: The Rise of East Asia: Japan, introduction and
  moderating, 19 September

Dr. Yongjun Zhao 
Positions and courses: 
•  Assistant Professor and Head of China Affairs of GSG
• Course Coordinator for the Master’s specialization East Asian Studies
•  Coordinator of Minor Development Studies Programme
• Course Coordinator of the courses: Key Debates in Development Studies,
 and Topical Themes in Development Studies; ACE Intensive Programme,
 Mzumbe, Tanzania 
•  Guest lecture in for the Minor People, Planet, Profit, Faculty of
  Mathematics and Natural Sciences, and for the Masters Adult Education and
  Lifelong Learning, Faculty of Behavioural and Social Sciences

Publications and presentations:
Yongjun Zhao, Leon Verstappen and Wilbert Kolkman (eds) 2014 Farmland
  Acquisition in China: Governance, Local Practices and International
  Experiences, Beijing: Science Press (in Chinese), 328 pages.
Yongjun Zhao, Tiejun Wen, Jinming Yan, et. al. 2014 “Land Governance in China:
  Historical context and critical junctures of agrarian transformation”, Framing
  the Debates Series, No. 4, ILC, Rome, 71 pages. 
Yongjun Zhao, Leon Verstappen and Wilbert Kolkman “Introduction: In search
  of new perspectives on China’s land institutional reform”, in Yongjun Zhao,
  Leon Verstappen and Wilbert Kolkman (eds) 2014 Farmland Acquisition in
  China: Governance, Local Practices and International Experiences, Beijing:
  Science Press (in Chinese), pp 1-6.
Weichang Li, Yongjun Zhao, Leon Verstappen, Wilbert Kolkman, Chujun Feng
  and Haoyu Liu “A manual on public participation in land acquisition
  processes”, in Yongjun Zhao, Leon Verstappen and Wilbert Kolkman (eds)
  2014 Farmland Acquisition in China: Governance, Local Practices and   
 International Experiences, Beijing: Science Press (in Chinese), pp 223-251. 



•

Dr. Pieter Boele van Hensbroek
Positions and courses:
• Deputy Director of Globalisation Studies Groningen
• Lecturer (Philosophy)
•  Chair of Coimbra Group Task Force ACP (Development)
•  Eric Bleumink Fund – selection committee
•  African Student Community Groningen – advisory board
•  PMDS (Platform Masters Development Studies, Netherlands) – member
• Advisor to dr. ir. Hinke Haisma’s Vidi project “Towards a multi-dimensional  
 approach in child-growth monitoring”
• Midterm review commission of research master African Studies, Leiden   
 University. December 2014
• Courses:  Scientific Writing Course (Biera, Mozambique); Topical Themes  
 in Development; Aziatische Filosofische Tradities; Ethnicity, Culture, Politics;
  ACE Intensive Programme, Mzumbe, Tanzania

Publications and presentations:
• ‘Connections, Influences, (re-)appropriation’ at Connectivity Workshop.   
 University of Groningen, 16-1-2014
• ‘Reflecting on our concepts: ‘African Modernisation’ and ‘Universalism’.  
 Coimbra Group Winter School Urban Changes and Social Dynamics. University
  of Khartoum, 27-1-2014
• ‘Conceptualising Land and Nation’. Concept Africa project workshop.   
 Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced Study, 2-2-2014
• ‘Cultural resources and obstacles for democracy and citizenship: a Korean  
 case’ U4 Conference Global Studies. Universiteit Gent, 27-6-2014
• ‘Issues on the Culture – Politics nexus and Ambedkar’s criticism of Indian
  democracy’
•  Summer School. Transformations of Religion and Cultures in India. Groningen,
  18-8, 2014
•  ‘Globalisering als uitdaging aan de filosofie: van Korea tot Zwarte Piet’;   
 Filosofisch Café Sneek, 21-1, 2014
•  ‘Hoe om te gaan met cultuurverschil? En wat is cultuur eigenlijk?’ Panacea.
  Association of medical students; 6-3-2014
•  ‘Globalisering’. VWO nascholing at RUG;  13-03, 2014
•  ‘The Universality of Human Rights. Honours College Faculty of Law, RUG. 
 18-11, 2014

Prof. dr. Jacqus Zeelen
Positions and courses
•  Full professor in Life Long Learning and Social Intervention in the Context  
 of Globalisation 
• Project Leader of Youth, Edcuation and Work (formerly ESLA) 

Publications and presentations
•  Towards an action research project concerning financial inclusion of the youth 
 in and around San Gil, guest lecture, Colombia, 9 April, 2014, Universidad de 
  San Gil
•  Workshop introduction into qualitative research and action research,  
 Catholic University Mozambique (UCM), Beira, 26-30 May 2014
•  Action research in a developing context: experiences with research projects
  on educational and social exclusion in European and African countries, 
  guest lecture, University of Cyril and Methodiuos, Faculty of Social Work, 
  Skopje, Macedonia, 3 September, 2014
•  From formal education to lifelong learning. New dynamics between higher  
 education and the labour market in Sub-Saharan Africa, Keynote 
  address, Conference at the Catholic University Mozambique (UCM), Beira, 
  19 November, 2014

Zeelen, J., M. Rampedi and J. van der Linden, Grounding adult education research
  in rural areas: Reflections on the development of a research program at the
  University of Limpopo in South Africa, Adult Education Quarterly, 2014, Vol
  64 (1) 20 - 38.
Zeelen, J. (2014). Combating social exclusion of the youth: Challenges and   
 opportunities of programmes and policies in three different contexts.   
 Commonwealth, Youth and Development, 12 (2), 1-18.



prof. dr. Frank Vanclay
prof. dr. Carel Jansen
prof. dr. Ton Schoot Uiterkamp
prof. dr. Jaap de Wilde
prof. dr. Paul Luiten
prof. dr. Robert Lensink
dr. Clemens Lutz
dr. Ron Holzhacker
prof. dr. Niels Hermes
prof. dr. ir. Caspar Schweigman
dr. Dirk Bezemer
prof. dr. Henk Moll
prof. dr. Herman Hoen
prof. dr. Henk Folmer
prof. dr. Inge Hutter
dr. Sjaak Swart
dr. Henk von Eije
prof. dr. Joost Herman
prof. dr. Jacques Zeelen
drs. Anke van Haastrecht
prof. mr. dr. Leon Verstappen
dr. Liesbet Heyse
prof. dr. Luchien Karsten
prof. dr. Marcel Timmer
dr. Michel Doortmont
dr. ir. Menno Kamminga

dr. Marjo Buitelaar
dr. Peter Weesie
prof. dr. Rafael Wittek
ir. Renée Bakker
dr. ir. Sanderine Nonhebel
dr. Pieter Boele Van Hensbroek
prof. dr. Hub Hermans
prof. dr. Tjip van der Werf
prof. dr. Marcel Brus
dr. Yongjun Zhao
prof. mr. dr. Wilbert Kolkman
prof. dr. ir. Erik Heeres
dr. Louise Meijering
dr. Gerda van Roozendaal
dr. Bartjan Pennink
drs. Wiebe Zijlstra
prof. dr. Oscar Couwenberg
dr. Marc Pauly
dr. ir. Hinke Haisma
drs. Michiel Berger
drs. Tim Zwaagstra
drs. Bastiaan Aardema
dr. Sami Faltas
dr. Fernando Nieto Morales
dr. Albert-Jan Abma
drs. Justine Jones

A selection of University of Groningen staff 
connected to GSG in 2014:

mrs. Vera Dimitievska
prof. Hans Hogerzeil
drs. Chamutal Eitam 
dr. Nienke de Deugd
mr. drs. Monique Westra
drs. Laura Brinks
dr. mr. Joris Kocken
dr. Christopher K. Lamont
dr. Cecile de Milliano
mr. dr. Herman Voogsgeerd
prof. dr. Andrej Zwitter
dr. Ajay Bailey
drs. Josje van der Linden
dr. Nicole Zeegers
drs. Billie de Haas
dr. Cuthbert Tukundane
dr. Nina Hansen
dr. Edwin Woerdman
prof. dr. Gijsbert Vonk
drs. Madeleine Gardeur-Veltman
prof. dr. Kocku von Stuckrad
prof. dr. Lubbert Dijkhuizen
Benjamin Herborth, MA
Dr. Gaaitzen de Vries
Ansgard Heinrich
dr. Kirstin Scholten
Myriam Hemsteede
Yan Xu, MA
Dimitros Soudis, MA
Peace Tumuheki, MA
dr. Ernst Thoutenhoofd
dr. Frank Gaenssmantel
mr. Abel Knottnerus
prof. dr. Jan van der Harst
prof. dr. mr. Tjalling Halbertsma
prof. dr. Janny de Jong
dr. Nadine Voelkner
prof. dr. Luis Lobo Guerrero
dr. David Shim
dr. Francesco Guimelli
Mr. Mashele Rapatsa
Mrs. Alice Wabule
dr. Eric Sportel
prof. dr. Erin Wilson
prof. dr. Phillip McCann
prof. dr. Brigit Toebes

prof. dr. André Faaij
dr. Bert Wiersema
drs. Sanne Kamerling
dr. Clemens Six
dr. Mr. Antenor Hallo de Wolf
prof. dr. Henk Sol
Anna Arian, MA
prof. dr. Johan Woltjer
prof. dr. Peter Jordan
prof. Thea Hilhorst
Mrs. Xuefei Cao
Dr. Stefania Travagnin
Prof. Erik Dietzenbacher
Prof. Stefan Weisshaar
Mr. Fitsum Tighe
Dr. Sunkung Choi
Prof. Herman de Jong
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GSG Operational Structure
GSG is an inter-faculty institute spanning 
the entire University of Groningen. It 
connects academic work of research 
groups and of individual staff members 
on issues of globalisation, development 
and humanitarianism. GSG’s aim is to 
stimulate, support and initiate research 
projects, educational programmes, North-
South linkages and project applications in 
these related fields, thus contributing to 
the global profile of the university. GSG 
builds upon the previous work of the 
Centre for Development Studies (CDS). 
GSG was formally established on January 
1 2011 by the Executive Board and the 
Board of Deans, representing all faculties 
of the University of Groningen.
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