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Dear Partners of Globalisation Studies Groningen,

The year that was
The cover image of this eleventh GSG-annual report reflects a University that 
has largely moved off-campus and online in 2021. Despite obvious constraints, 
GSG looks back on another active and inspiring year of interfaculty research, 
education and societal engagement. 

2021 was a year of change for GSG’s staffing. Dr. Pieter Boele van Hensbroek, 
GSG’s energetic founding deputy-director, retired in February. His stimulating 
farewell address on action research in intellectual history can be read on the 
GSG-website. Before his farewell, Pieter also brought Dr. Nurretin Altundeger to 
the University, under the essential New York based Scholars at Risk programme. 
The facilitation of this appointment reflects GSG’s commitment to societal 
engagement, academic values and GSG’s broad facilitating role at the University. 

Honorary Professor Max van den Berg, formerly governor of Groningen province 
and director of Oxfam-Novib, bid his farewell to the University at a GSG College 
Tour chaired by the mayor of Groningen. Max, who held the GSG Honorary Chair 
in Global Governance and Sustainable Livelihood, has been most generous with 
his time and network, bringing high-level speakers to the University and inspiring 
countless students in his well-attended master-classes and lectures. 

The retirement of equally dynamic Professor Jacques Zeelen took place at an 



international conference on Lifelong learning and Agency, organized by GSG on the 
occasion of no less than three PhD-defenses supervised by Jacques. Jacques held 
the Chair for Lifelong Learning and Social Intervention and was also UNESCO Chair-
holder at Gulu University in Uganda, see below. 

Earlier in the year, Jennieke Oordt repositioned from GSG’s secretariat, whereas 
Ana Rodrigues-Vasse left GSG’s minor Development Studies for an excellent PhD-
position the University of Gothenburg. 

GSG is grateful for the tremendous contributions made by all to our programmes. 

New staff and governors
GSG welcomed no less than 6 new appointments and affiliations in 2021. Eline 
Brontsema joined the GSG secretariat and Katya Byelova commenced lecturing at 
GSG’s successful minor Development Studies. Despite having moved partly online, 
the minor continues to be one of the most successful minor-programmes at the 
University, not in the least because of renewed coordination by GSG’s long-time 
contributor Ingrid Sennema. Intern Louisa Thomas keeps GSG connected to the 
University’s student community. 

Dr. Sunkung Choi joined GSG to further develop a minor programme in Contemporary 
Asian Studies. Sunkung brought further visiting researchers to GSG and its Centre 
for East Asian Studies Groningen, and coordinates the Korean studies activities 
including the summer schools for Korean students. 

Notably, Dr. Josje van der Linden was appointed as Professor Zeelen’s successor to 
the UNESCO Chair for Lifelong Learning at Gulu University in a ceremony addressed 
by University rector Professor Cisca Wijmenga and her counterpart from Gulu 
University. 

Importantly, GSG looks forward to expand its Board of Governors with four new 
nominations of Professor Martina Schmidt, Professor Stefan Weishaar, Professor 
Johan Woltjer, Professor Andrej Zwitter - enlarging the representation to 7 faculties 
at the GSG Board. 
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“GSG’s pronkjewailen”
2021 was also a year of planning ahead. As a research institution, GSG formulated and 
proposed various contributions towards the University Strategic Plan and Schools, 
including a thorough self-evaluation, various institutional and research advisories 
on Asian Studies and a new 5-year plan focusing on Global Governance, Politics and 
Development. The planning also emphasized GSG’s “pronkjewailen”, or flagships, 
such as the minor Development Studies, GSG’s educational and research activities 
regarding Governance, Lifelong Learning, Asian- and Development Studies, as well as 
GSG’s most successful external fundraising and societal engagement.   

As such GSG also looks forward to make further contributions towards the 
University’s new strategic plan “Making Connections” 2021-2026. The University 
strategic plan foresees four brand-new interdisciplinary Schools, aligning well with 
GSG’s well established interfaculty approach. Consequently, the 2021-evaluation of 
GSG characterizes GSG as a “School avant-a-lettre” with a 10-year track-record in 
interfaculty research, education and societal engagement in the region and the wider 
world. 

Indeed, welcoming its new staff and governors, GSG 
starts the year ahead full of energy, initiatives and 
dedication to its ongoing and new programmes. 

Tjalling Halbertsma 
GSG director a.i. 
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About GSG
Globalisation Studies Groningen is an interfaculty research institute. Its task is to 
promote and develop initiatives and joint projects in the University of Groningen in 
research and education on issues of globalization including widely different themes 
such as development cooperation, humanitarian action, global health, environment 
and sustainability, international conflict and security. The research themes of GSG 
reinforce the university’s central research themes of Healthy Ageing, Energy and 
Sustainable Society. Because of its broad thematic field and interdisciplinary approach, 
GSG collaborates with staff from most faculties of the university. The Faculty of Arts 
provides housing and administrative support to GSG.

Funding and contribution of GSG
GSG was established and is funded by all faculties and the Board of the University. 
Its basic budget is €240.000, and is extended with self-generated income. Every five 
years an application for renewed funding is made. In 2021, GSG core staff was around 
2 fte, supplemented by a number of associated staff and special professorships. 

Apart from benefiting the university academically, GSG contributes substantially to all 
faculties by, for example, recruiting externally funded PhD students into the university 
and by initiating and facilitating externally funded projects. In the past years, GSG 
attracted over twenty externally funded PHD researchers for various faculties and 
facilitated about twenty successful project applications. 
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The approach of GSG
1. Promoting the specific internationalization ambitions of the university (such as 
U4, East Asian policy, linking to external funding agencies, to the Coimbra Groups of 
European universities, attracting PhD candidates from all over the world).
2. Providing flexible and effective support to project initiatives and applications of 
(especially newly incoming) University of Groningen staff in order to make these a 
success; providing e.g. pre-financing, administrative, PR, and lobby support.
3. Spotting opportunities for institutions and organizations outside the university and 
linking these to university staff in order to advance successful joint projects.
4. Expanding the set of attractive educational options in the fields of Global Studies, 
Development, and Humanitarian Studies at BA, MA and PhD levels, and via summer 
schools.

Research 
We bring together and coordinate several interdisciplinary research groups and 
assist in organising events, from hosting individual guests to organising large-scale 
international conferences. Bringing together researchers who otherwise would not 
have been aware of opportunities to collaborate is one of the great added values 
the GSG can create. We also frequently assist faculty in writing research proposals, 
tender submissions, and in several cases manage the resulting projects. 

Teaching
We enhance existing interfaculty educational programmes and initiate new 
programmes  in the connected areas of globalisation, development and humanitarian 
cooperation. Examples are the master programme East Asia Studies, the minor 
Development Studies and a number of summer schools. Both national and 
international students benefit from these programmes.

Communication & Representation
We act as a clearing house for information internally and externally. GSG promotes 
the internationalization strategy of the University of Groningen at home and abroad. 
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Core Staff
The core staff of GSG consisted in 2021 of a Director (0.5 fte), Office Manager (0,2 
fte) and a Project Manager (0,6 fte). GSG also includes staff of institutes, projects and 
initiatives under the umbrella of GSG. 

Prof. dr. Tjalling Halbertsma is interim director at GSG (0,5 fte) 

Prof. dr. Jacques Zeelen is professor of Lifelong Learning and Social 
Intervention in the Context of Globalisation. He holds the UNESCO 
Chair on Lifelong Learning, Youth and Work, at Gulu University 
in Uganda. He coordinates the international network: Youth, 
Education, Work (YEW) (0,2 fte)
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Dr. Pieter Boele van Hensbroek is Deputy Director and coordinator of 
education and research (0,3 fte)     



Core Staff

Eline Brontsema is the office manager of GSG (0,2 fte)
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Marloes Viet is project manager at GSG (0,6 fte)

Ana Rodrigues-Vasse is minor and summer school coordinator 
at GSG and researcher for several YEW projects (0,3 fte)

Dr. Josje van der Linden is coordinator external cooperation at 
GSG and and researcher for several YEW projects (0,3 fte)



Prof. Max van den Berg holds the Honorary 
Chair of Global Governance and Sustainable 
Livelihood at GSG. He participates in various 
programmes at RUG and organises major public 
events. 
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Ingrid Sennema started as the minor Development Studies 
coordinator in September 2021 (0,2 fte)  

Katya Byelova is a teacher in the Minor Development Studies 
(0,1 fte)  



Dr. Sungkung Choi is an associate researcher with CEASG, 
Korean Studies coordinator and organiser of Korea Summer 
Schools. She is a member of staff of the Faculty of Economics 
& Business. 
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Louisa Thomas interns for the Centre for East Asian Studies 
Groningen  
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Board of Governors

Robert Lensink (chair Board of Governors) 
Professor of Finance
Faculty of Economics and Business
 
 

Jaap de Wilde
Professor of International Relations and International Organisation 
Faculty of Arts

Sabine Otten
Professor of Intergroup Relations and Social Integration 
Faculty of Behavioural and Social Sciences

In 2021, Oscar Couwenberg, dean of the Faculty of Spatial Sciences left our board due 
to a postion at a different university. This meant we had new positions available. We 
our proud to introduce 4 new members on our board. They will officially start their 
new position in 2022. 

Board Members
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Nominated Board Members

Andrej Zwitter 
Dean - Prof. of Governance and Innovation 
Faculty Campus Fryslân 
 

Stefan Weishaar
Professor of Law and Economics 
Faculty of Law 

Martina Schmidt
Professor of Molecular Pharmacology 
Faculty of Science and Engineering 

Johan Woltjer 
Professor of Urban Development and Planning
Faculty of  Spatial Sciences 
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Activities and Events
Online Conference - Post-pandemic World and Global Studies Education in Asia
14-01-2021 – 15-01-2021
This virtual conference built an academic collaboration with the Asian Studies 
programs in four European universities, Taiwanese universities, and the Taiwan 
Studies program at the University of Washington and University Wyoming (or more).
The outbreak of the Covid-19 virus has raised many problems in the world and affects 
the trend of globalization. The conference focused on how the pandemic affects 
global studies education, especially for the programs on Asian studies. 

SEA-ASEAN: Scientific Conference on Climate and Sustainable Development
25-01-2021
Scientists, policymakers and diverse publics have begun to earnestly discuss the need 
to identify synergies in the implementation of the climate change agenda with the 
sustainable development and Global Goals 2030 agenda. The implementation of 
these broad agendas requires the integration of the natural and social sciences with 
perspectives from politics, policymakers, and citizens. Challenges of implementation 
take place on multiple-levels, from the household, neighborhood and local city levels, 
up to provincial and national governments, and beyond to regional and international 
organizations.

Illicit Trade Winter School
25-01-2021
The Illicit Trade Winter School course pierces the veil of secrecy around issues related 
to the dark side of globalization and teaches students about illicit financing and 
trading; not only through theory and book study, but by learning the actual practices 
and techniques criminals, terrorists, and dictators use to obscure their profits and 
evade accountability for their actions, and the corresponding techniques to counter 
them. 

        GroenLinks 
Stephanie Bennett

  VVD 
Ruben Brekelmans
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Current Affairs Lecture - The Political Economy of Bitcoin
09-02-2021 14:30-16:00
Based on the theoretical understanding of money as a social relation, this talk 
presented a comprehensive analysis of Bitcoin as a technical and monetary 
artefact, including its political economy, historical background, underlying ideas, 
and conditions of possibility.

Online Election Debate - The Netherlands in a Global World
18-02-2021 20:00-21:30
The Dutch elections for the House of Representatives will be held on 17 March 
2021. In this debate we had a look at The Netherlands in a global context. We 
talked to party representatives from both sides on the political spectrum. What 
are their views on global topics like climate, the EU, Brexit, and migration.                      

      PVDA 
Mikal Tseggai

        GroenLinks 
Stephanie Bennett

                                                                                           
Volt 
Bibi Wielinga

  VVD 
Ruben Brekelmans

 CDA 
Jaap Jonkers
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Webinar - Youth and COVID-19: A chance to build a stronger youth sector
16-03-2021 15:30-17:00
Recent studies conducted by Council of Europe researchers and by the speakers of this 
event has demonstrated the huge impact that COVID-19 lockdowns and mitigation 
measures had on youth, youth organisations, and youth activities.
The current pandemic has shown the vulnerability as well as the importance of youth 
and youth organisations, and we should take this opportunity as starting point to 
build stronger youth sectors across the world.

Mayor Koen Schuiling interviews Max van den Berg in College Tour
20-04-2021 19:30-21:00
This year marked the last year, Max van den Berg was active in his role as, Honorary 
Professor at GSG. To honour his time at the university we organised a livestream 
interview by Groningen Mayor Koen Schuiling. This event was organised in collaboration 
with Honours College. The College Tour format tries to build a communication ‘bridge’ 
between high-profile personalities and university students.
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Conference - Towards meaningful education and decent work for the youth in 
Eastern and Southern Africa: partnerships, democratisation and sustainability
26-04-2021 – 28-04-2021
The UNESCO Chair on Lifelong Learning, Youth & Work initiated this hybrid 
conference that took place both online as well as in Gulu, Uganda. The goal of the 
conference was to learn from each other and to enhance collective knowledge 
production, innovations and practical actions to promote meaningful education 
and decent work for youth. We partnered up with Gulu University,  Youth Education 
and Work Network (YEW), UNATCOM Kampala, UNESCO Chair International 
Education and Development Nottingham (UK), UNESCO Chair CBRSRHE Victoria 
(Canada), International research project VET 4.0 and International Journal JVET, 
VSO and VVOB. 



17

Webinar Series on Democracies in Distress - 'Holding elections and voting in times 
of Covid-19'
29-04-2021 16:00-17:30
For more than one year now, the Covid-19 crisis has affected our private and public 
life in ways we would have never foreseen. In particular, the outbreak has had a 
significant impact on democratic processes all over the world. Elections and votes 
are no exception to this rule. In some countries, elections have been postponed, 
votes - even constitutional ones - have been suspended. In others, electoral rules 
have been dramatically adapted and innovations have taken place to ensure 
democratic continuity. This first webinar of the Democracies Under Stress series 
gathered experts from different countries to share their experience and lessons 
learned of holding elections and voting in time of the Covid-19 crisis.

African Student Community's annual Symposium: Africa through storytelling
19-05-2021 10:00-15:00
The African Students Community (ASC) Groningen presented the ASC Symposium 
2021, this year themed “Africa Through Storytelling”. In this symposium we shed 
a light on the variety of storytelling forms that can be found on the continent and 
the ways to study them. The transmission of history from generation to generation 
within the continent differs vastly from that of European history telling with the 
use of oral traditions. These traditions have not been given as much creedence and 
focus by historians despite being an important source of information in exploring 
African history.

Webinar: 'Global drivers and enablers of illicit economies: Global Initiative Against 
Transnational Organized Crime in conversation with the Illicit Trade Group'
19-05-2021 16:00 - 17:00
Together with The Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime (GI-TOC) 
& The Illicit Trade Group (ITG) the Sustainable Society organised the event: 'Global 
drivers and enablers of illicit economies: Global Initiative Against Transnational 
Organized Crime in conversation with the Illicit Trade Group'.

This event focused on the newly impressionistic report published by GI-TOC, aimed 
at analyzing the global drivers and enablers of the illicit economy. 
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Democracies in Distress Webinar: Protesting in times of Covid-19
27-05-2021 16:00-17:30
Since the contagion of Covid-19 developed into a worldwide pandemic, governments 
around the world have introduced a plethora of exceptional measures to combat the 
spread of the virus. There has been a high degree of volatility associated with public 
responses to such measures, ranging from high degree of compliance and support to 
outright public protests.
The second webinar of the Democracies In Distress series gathered experts from a 
variety of countries to provide insights into the causes and significance of protests in 
times of Covid-19.

Summer School on Illicit Trade
05-07-2021 – 09-07-2021
The University of Groningen and the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice 
Research Institute (UNICRI) organized the fourth edition of the Summer School on 
Illicit Trade. The Summer School offered professional, legal, social, scientific and 
academic perspectives through live webinars, group discussions, dynamic case 
studies, individual readings, and practical exercises. 

Through a dedicated 
online platform, 
participants had the 
opportunity to interact 
with internationally 
recognized experts and 
peers from all over the 
world, so as to build 
lasting professional 
relationships.
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Summer School on Local Initiatives for Sustainable Development
12-07-2021 – 16-07-2021
What are the pressing issues of development today? Poverty, inequality and climate 
change are certainly outstanding candidates in the world we live in. However, what 
to say about the local problems that cities and communities all around the world face 
daily? What actions have been taken to tackle such issues? Who are the stewards 
driving processes of change at the local level? Most importantly, how do these local 
initiatives connect to the global sustainable development agenda?

Public Webinar – Young activists as public pedagogues
12-07-2021
Danny Wildmeersch (emeritus professor of Social and Cultural Pedagogy at the 
KULeuven and a former professor of Social Pedagogy and Andragogy at the Radboud 
University (Netherlands)) explored the role of Youth for Climate in creating ‘new 
attachments to the Earth’ (Bruno Latour) and the meaning of public pedagogy in 
connection with environmental activism.

Public Lecture: Dutch development policy in the context of new and existing 
challenges
07-09-2021
Stijn Janssen is senior advisor to the Director General International Cooperation 
and deputy head of the Bureau for International Cooperation at the Netherlands 
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs. She spoke about Dutch development policy and the 
changing international context, taking on board recent developments, such as 
Afghanistan, covid-19 and Haiti. She shared her own experiences acquired in her 
past and present positions and her motivations for working in this field.

22nd Global Conference on Environmental Taxation - Implementing Green Deals
23-09-2021 – 24-09-2021
Over the past 21 years, the GCET conferences have materialized as a useful and 
important meeting place for experts and scholars from all parts of the world taking 
interest in experiences and insights relating to environmental taxation in a wide 
sense. The fiscal perspective has also become significant following the recent 
economic crisis and pandemic that sent an already expansionary fiscal and monetary 
policy into overdrive.

The IPCC Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5ºC suggests pathways to limit global 
warming if global net emissions decline by 45% (below 2010 levels) by 2030 and 
reach net zero around 2050. It requires nothing less than a fundamental transition 
of our economy. This year’s conference explored the wide range of strategies and 
instruments to implement the environmental goals for 2030 and 2050.

Conference on the Dutch project on Toekomstbestendig Technisch Vakmanschap 
Noord Nederland
14-10-2021
Closing conference of the Dutch project on ‘Toekomstbestendig Technisch 
Vakmanschap’in the North of the Netherlands. Titled: ‘Vormgeven aan vakmanschap 
in tijden van verandering’.

PhD defence Nathalie Beekman
01-11-2021
Nathalie Beekman's PhD defence: 'Room for Polyphony. Action research into the 
potential significance of an art & philosophy lab for free action in education'.
Supervisors: Jacques Zeelen, Gert Biesta
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Conference on Lifelong Learning and Agency: 'Focus on Agency: Track & Trace, 
Unlock & Unblock. Examples of alternative approaches to development research.'
02-11-2021 – 03-11-2021
This symposium is occasioned by three remarkable PhD dissertations in the field of 
learning and development. All three concern strategies of fostering agency of those 
less heard: of school children and teachers in a local school in Groningen, of youth 
and their educators in vocational education in Uganda, and of lifelong learning 
practitioners in NGOs in Uganda. All three apply Action Research methods aimed at 
freeing, ‘unlocking’, the agency of participants and their communities. This symposium 
discussed promises of these studies for improved linking of the worlds of Education 
and Work and explored challenges and promises of Action Research in various fields. 
The Concept Note of the conference (attached) explored these challenges in terms of 
the fundamental tasks of ‘Tracking & Tracing’ as well as ‘Unlocking & Unblocking’ of 
agency. The programme included the festive inaugural ceremony of Dr Josje van der 
Linden, the new UNESCO Chair holder in Lifelong Learning, Youth and Work at Gulu 
University in Uganda.
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Appointment dr. Josje van der Linden (GSG) as UNESCO Chairholder
02-11-2021
On November 2th dr. C. J. (Josje) van der Linden was  
appointed as UNESCO Chairholder Lifelong Learning, 
Youth and Work. University of Groningen's Rector Prof. 
C. Wijmenga and Gulu University of Uganda's Rector 
Prof. George Openjuru attended this appointment.

To achieve this mission, UNESCO makes use of ´chairs´ 
linked to a university. In 2017, such a UNESCO chair 
has been established at Gulu University, Uganda, 
with professor Jacques Zeelen, at the time working 
at the University of Groningen, as chair holder on 
Lifelong Learning, Youth and Work. In this capacity, 
professor Zeelen initiated a network of researchers 
and practitioners to develop livelihood perspectives 
for young people in Uganda. The activities of the 
network culminate in an international conference on 
meaningful education and decent work for the youth 
in Eastern and Southern Africa. 

PhD defence Robert Jjuuko
04-11-2021
Robert Jjuuko's PhD defence: 'Youth transition, agricultural education and employment 
in Uganda: freeing individual agency'.
Supervisors: Jacques Zeelen, Cuthbert Tukundane

PhD defence Marit Blaak
Marit Blaak's PhD defence: 'The normative practitioner: adding value to organisational 
learning in education NGOs in Uganda'.
Supervisors: Jacques Zeelen, George Openjuru



23

Public Lecture: At a crossroads: humanitarianism for a new decade
17-11-2021
Long considered as a minor field of international politics, humanitarianism is going 
through a transformation. Budgets, staff and programmes are on the rise while 
the monopoly of European and North American actors on transnational solidarity 
is being increasingly contested. At the same time, the rise of nationalist agendas is 
not only putting humanitarian actors and institutions under stress but also putting 
crisis-affected populations at risk. In this event, Ikhtiyar ASLANOV, head of regional 
delegation for the International Committee of the Red Cross, reflected on the 
challenges humanitarian actors currently face building on his long standing experience 
of humanitarian policies and practices in Eastern Europe and the Middle East.

Conference: Economic, political and legal influences on Korea-EU economic 
diplomacy
18-11-2021 – 19-11-2021
This conference was the final part of a one-year research project “Economic, political 
and legal influences on Korea-EU economic diplomacy” which was sponsored by 
Korea Foundation and explored the core of the economic diplomacy between the EU 
and Korea. During the conference, participating scholars discussed business cycles, 
trade, energy policies, and political economic relations from various perspectives 
between the EU and Korea.
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GSG Publications
The Normative practitioner. Adding value to organisational 
learning in education NGOs in Uganda
Marit Blaak

Ruimte voor Polyfonie. Een 
actieonderzoek naar de betekenis van 
een kunst- en filosofielab voor de vrije 
handeling in het onderwijs
Nathalie Beekman

Freeing Individual Agency. Youth Transition, Agricultural 
Education and Employment in Uganda
Robert Jjuuko

Innoveren over grenzen. ‘Lessons
learned’ in het project 
Toekomstbestendig Technisch 
Vakmanschap in Noord-Nederland
Inger Smid

Essays in Development Studies II
Dr. Pieter Boele van Hensbroek (Editor)



GSG helps nurture ideas into projects by providing flexible support and advice to 
staff of all faculties, such as lobbying, networking, fund-raising, pre-financing and 
public relations. In addition, GSG initiates new research projects by linking external 
initiatives in the field of globalization to university researchers. In some cases the 
coordination of projects remains with GSG, in other cases projects are administered 
by the faculty concerned. On the following pages a selection of projects is portrayed 
in which GSG was or still is involved. Below a list of highlighted projects: 

Youth, Education and Work (YEW) Network 

YEW is a global network of scholars and practitioners who use research to contribute 
to solutions that help youth develop productive learn-work biographies and find 
meaningful (self-)employment. Global challenges of youth unemployment, social 
exclusion and lifelong learning are being addressed through participatory research 
approaches that connect stakeholders and are embedded in local and practical 
knowledge while maintaining high academic standards. Through joint publications, 
student exchanges, conferences and seminars the Youth, Education and Work network 
involves research institutions, companies, government, civil society and youth from 
several countries in South America, North America, Africa, Middle East and Europe. 
The network emerged from the former research project, Early School Leaving in 
Africa (ESLA), which started in 2007. It involves nine PhD studies of candidates from 
Uganda, India and The Netherlands, mostly benefiting from an NFP fellowship. YEW 
has developed strong linkages with important organisations in the field, such as Child 
and Youth Finance, Edukans, Gulu University, Makerere University, Uganda Martyrs 
University and San Gil University in Colombia. 

Research 
        and Projects 
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In relation to the YEW network, Josje van der Linden of GSG holds - on a part-time 
basis - the UNESCO Chair in ‘Lifelong Learning, Youth, and Work’ at Gulu University in 
Uganda. YEW is coordinated by GSG. 

International cooperation on agricultural training and food security in northern 
Mozambique
Funded by the Orange Knowledge Programme of the Dutch organisation for 
interuniversity cooperation, Nuffic, GSG started an international cooperation 
project with Portuguese and Mozambican partners on agricultural training and food 
security in northern Mozambique in 2020. The objective of this project is to enhance 
community and market oriented TVET programmes in agriculture in this region. While 
the covid-security measures did not allow the staff of the University of Groningen to 
travel to Mozambique,  the Mozambican partners of Lúrio University and the Catholic 
University of Mozambique proved to be active implementers of the project. In 2021, 
they initiated the establishment of communities of practice around three agrarian 
training institutes, in which innovative agrarian techniques were demonstrated and 
experimented.

In August 2021, a midterm review committee with participation of the Portuguese 
partners from an institute for higher education in agriculture, visited the Mozambican 
partners and the communities they established. The committee admired the 
dedicated work and came back with recommendations for 2022. Although the project 
would finish on December 31 of 2021, it is going to be extended for 15 months 
because of delays caused by the covid-pandemic. This gives the partners a chance to 
implement the recommendations of the midterm review, which focus on the relation 
of the communities of practice with the curriculum of the agrarian institutes, the 
engagement of students and the overall sustainability of the innovations initiated by 
the project. 

Lifelong learning in companies
In the research project on ‘Lifelong learning in companies’ three parties work together 
on the development and research of training and guidance processes in the workplace 
for future-proof employees in technology. The three parties are the university (GSG 
and Pedagogics/BSS), the companies (five companies in installation technique) and 
the training institutes (three institutes for vocational education based in the northern 
provinces of the Netherlands). The project started in September 2019 and is funded 
by the Netherlands initiative for education research (NRO). 
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After the first research year in which an initial mapping of perceptions and experiences 
of the partners was carried out, best practices were identified to analyse and learn 
from. In 2021, the research process suffered some delay. In spite of lively and content 
rich discussions in the consortium in which the partners were represented, the 
action research as proposed in the research proposal did not really take off. Was 
this because of the covid-pandemic and not being able to visit the sites? Or was it 
because of differences below the surface and clashing perspectives? The final year 
of the research project, which finishes at August 31 2022, will be used for case based 
research and (re)conceptualisation to better understand the perspectives of the 
companies and the training institutes and figure out how to come to joint action. 

‘Future-proof Technical Craftsmanship in the Northern Netherlands’
In the project ‘Future-proof Technical Craftsmanship in the Northern Netherlands’ 
(TTV), various parties worked together to develop a new educational track for future 
technicians in the installation industry. Professions and associated competencies 
are changing rapidly under the influence of developments such as digitization, 
globalization, flexibility of the labor market and the energy transition. Lifelong 
learning and development is more important than ever. The parties involved in this 
project responded to this by jointly developing an innovative educational program, 
aiming at sustainable placement of youth on the (regional) labor market.

The participating organizations in the project were: University of Groningen, Alfa-
college Groningen, WijTechniek, Equans (v.h. Engie), Energiewacht, Strukton 
Worksphere, Eekels, InstallatieWerk N.O. Nederland. All partners contributed 
financially to the project, in hours and in cash. In addition, financial contributions 
were supplied by the provinces of Groningen and Drenthe.

The project started early 2017 and finished in 2021. This resulted in the first cohort of 
students leaving the educational program with a diploma and an employment contract 
with one of the participating companies. The project ended, but the educational 
program is up and running, with four more cohorts of students currently in the 
program. From cohort 2 (the group of students who enrolled in September 2018) 15 
new companies joined the educational program as well. An active learning community 
was created around the project In 2021, the last project year, a final evaluation found 
place focusing on the lessons learned in this boundary crossing process of co-creation. 
This resulted in the report ‘Innoveren over grenzen. Lessons learned in het project 
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Toekomstbestendig Technisch Vakmanschap in Noord-Nederland’. The report points 
out some (educational) concepts and models that proved their worth in the context 
of the project, it gave insights in the collective learning processes of the partners 
involved and showed some challenges on the road of collaboration and co-creating. 
In addition a knowledge sharing conference with the theme ‘shaping craftmanship in 
times of change’ was organized on October the 14th , with guests from companies, 
educational institutions and social partners from the region.

Centre for East Asia Studies (CEASG) 

The Centre for East Asian Studies Groningen (CEASG) is an inter-faculty institute 
launched by the Faculty of Arts and facilitated by Globalisation Studies Groningen. 
CEASG initiates and supports interdisciplinary teaching and research on contemporary 
China, Japan, Korea and Mongolia, and aims to strengthen and expand the University’s 
academic partnerships in East Asia. CEASG and GSG continue to cooperate by jointly 
organizing projects, summer schools, research and other activities. Through its 
academic staff, the Centre partners with the European Studies Centre at Tsinghua 
University (Beijing), the PNU-Groningen Research Centre at Pusan National University 
(Busan), the Dutch Studies Centre at Osaka University (Osaka) and the Dutch Studies 
Centre at Fudan University (Shanghai). 

The Centre actively contributes to the master’s specialization East Asian Studies on 
the political economy and international relations of contemporary East Asia (MA 
IRIO, 60 ECTS) and is currently developing a new Minor Programme Contemporary 
Asian Studies. The Centre further initiates and facilitates grant applications regarding 
Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Mongolian and East Asian studies. In addition, CEASG 
facilitates lectures, seminars and conferences on contemporary East Asia at the 
University of Groningen.

CEASG is coordinated by its core staff prof. Tjalling Halbertsma, prof. Jan van der Harst, 
prof. Janny de Jong, dr. Sunkung Choi with assistance from Ms. Eline Brontsema and 
Ms Marloes Viet. 

PNU-Groningen Research Centre (PGRC) 
PGRC is a partnership between Pusan National University (PNU) and the University of 
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Groningen. The Centre is hosted by the College of Economics and International Trade 
at PNU, Busan. At the University of Groningen, the Centre is facilitated by Globalisation 
Studies Groningen (GSG) and the Centre for East Asian Studies Groningen (CEASG). 
The partnership is coordinated by PNU alumna dr. Sunkung Choi, assistant professor 
at the Faculty of Economics and Business in Groningen. 

The interfaculty Centre follows the successful examples of the Dutch Studies Centre at 
Fudan University in Shanghai, the International Studies Centre at Tsinghua University 
in Beijing, the Dutch Studies Centre at Osaka University, and the recently launched 
research Centre for South East Asia and ASEAN at Gadjah Mada in Yogyakarta.

The partnership results, among others, in an annual Summer School programme at 
Groningen with participation of Korean students. Due to covid-measures the 2021 
programme was postponed. 

Conference on Korea-EU economic diplomacy, 18-19 November
CEASG partnerships with PNU and Kyunghee University, Seoul, resulted in the hybrid 
Conference Economic, political and legal influences on Korea-EU economic diplomacy 
(18-19 November). The conference, funded by the Korea Foundation, follows CEASG 
earlier programmes on economic diplomacy EU-ASIA. A third phase for 2023 regarding 
Climate Change has been submitted in 2021 by CEASG to the Korea Foundation. 

The 2021 conference included contributions from: 
• Giseung Kim (PNU), Korea’s trade intensity with major EU trading countries
• Werner Pascha (UDE), International connectivity initiatives and implications
  for EU-Korea
• Sunkung Choi (UG), Sustainable development and renewable energy in 
 Korea-EU economic diplomacy
• Chae-Deug Yi (PNU), Economic effects of UK, Japan, Korea in FTA
• Hea-Jung Hyun (KHU), Non-tariff measures, trade creation and trade diversion
• Hyungna Oh (KHU), Testing price convergence on Korea-EU emission markets
• Jiyoun An (KHU), Korea-EU capital flows and business cycles
• Herman Voogsgeerd (UG), Impact of Korea-Japan relations on Korea-EU
 diplomacy
• Jan van der Harst (UG), The European Commission and EU policies on Korea
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• Frank Gaenssmantel (UG), Values, markets power: dimensions of EU-Korea
 partnership

Selected public lectures and student blogs  
• A new History of the World by Peter Frankopan, Public Lecture with 
 Studium Generale (13 January)
• Travels on the Silk Roads – Rabban Sauma’s Journey to the West by Tjalling
 Halbertsma, Public Lecture with Studium Generale (19 January)
• Mandatory quarantine in South Korea’, CEASG Postcard by MA IR EAS
 student Nathalie Maucher (12 November)
•  A Taiwan Lecture Café Series 2021 was organized online by Gent University in 

 cooperation with the University of Groningen (CEASG), Ghent University,   
 Georg-August Universität Göttingen in the framework of the Taiwan Studies  
 Programme: 

• Taiwan at the crossroads: Between Central Kingdom and Seafaring Pirates by  
 Liao Hsien-Hao, National Taiwan University, (27 October)
• Did China’s soft power seduction lure Taiwan’s youth? Preliminary evidence  
 for employment and entrepreneurship  by Yeh Kuo-Chun, National Taiwan  
 University (3 November)
• Problems of East Asian Historical Narrative: Compared with Europe by Lee 
 Yu-Ting, National Taiwan University (10 November)
• The Origin and Development of International Studies in Taiwan, by Hwang  
 Yih-Jye, The Hague University College (17 November)
• Governed by the Market: The Rise of Social Housing Movement and its   
 Obstacles in Taiwan by Chen Yi-Ling, University of Wyoming (24 November)
• “Further Reflections on the Migrating Taste: Development of Taiwanese Food 
 Culture in the Postwar Era by Hsiung Ping-Chen, University of California (30  
 November)

Visiting Researchers 
Despite the limitations caused by measures to contain Covid-19, CEASG continues to 
welcome new and ongoing visiting researchers in 2021. 



New Research Visits
• Minjung Kim (Korea Visiting Researchers Programme) researching the  
 admissibility of digital evidence in the criminal justice systems in the   
 Netherlands and its related international institutions, also in relation to the  
 Dutch Forensic Institute;
• Eontae You (Korea Visiting Researchers Programme) researching the
 hydrogen economy in the Netherlands;
• Sookjin Kim (Korea Visiting Researchers Programme) researching 
 value-added tax imposition & exemption system and improvement plan
 through comparison and cooperation between East Asian countries and
 European countries;
• Yuhwan Kim (Korea Visiting Researchers Programme) researching the
 establishment and expansion of North Korean smart farming pilot complex
 based on ICT (The Dutch Model of Smart Farming);
• Sun Cheol Jung (Korea Visiting Researchers Programme) researching
 International Crime Investigation Cases and Countermeasures in the
 Netherlands.

Ongoing Research Visits 
•  Mr. Woohyuk Choi (Korea Visiting Researchers Programme) researching 
 Democracy, Human Rights and the Criminaljustice systems in the Netherlands
 and its related international institutions; 
•  Ms. Heejung Cho (Korea Visiting Researchers Programme) researching
 Regionally Based Innovative Growth in Response to the Fourth Industrial
 Revolution and GVC Restructuring in Netherlands; 
•  Dr. Mark Dickens (NU Kazakhstan) researching Syro Turkica, Nestorian
 remains of Inner Mongolia; 
•  Dr. Mandar Jayawant (MPO, India) researching Supply chains and ‘good
 growth’: cashmere supply chains in Mongolia; 
•  Mr Jaekyeong Song (Korea Visiting Researchers Programme) researching
 Korea’s Employment Rate and Youth Employment.

Student Internships
• Louisa Thomas, MA IR EAS 
• Yesaya Christianto, MA IR 
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Grants and sponsors
CEASG is pleased to have obtained further grants and sponsorships in 2021. 

The Korea Foundation’s annual grant to expand the Korean Studies holdings at 
the university’s Main Library was continued in 2021. Starting in 2014, the grant-
programme “Window on Korea” is now in its eights year. In addition, The Korea 
Foundation’s support for a professorship at the University was completed in 2021. 
The Korea Foundation has been supporting research activities developing Korean 
studies at the University of Groningen. KF had a call-for-projects on policy-oriented 
research, and CEASG applied for it with the theme of economic diplomacy between 
the EU and South Korea. CEASG had the experience of conducting a similar research 
project between the EU and China with the research grant from KNAW. 

CEASG awarded the project with the 25,000 USD research grant in 2020 and finalized 
this project in Nov. 2021. Including the researchers from the partner universities in 
Germany and Korea, 10 Researchers participated in this project. Even though the 
Pandemic situation hindered the international travels and face-to-face conferences 
among the researchers, online technology and equipment made the active discussion 
and opinion exchange possible for the preliminary workshop and final conference. 

The submitted articles from the participating scholars will be published as working 
papers of the CEASG. The project also aims to publish the articles as a special issue of 
a relevant journal that covers the EU and Asian political economics.

The ongoing research project on China-EU economic diplomacy, supported by the 
KNAW, was expanded with a grant from de Korea Foundation for a research programme 
“Economic, Legal and Political Influences on Korea-EU Economic Diplomacy” for 
2020-2021. A third grant application regarding Economic Diplomacy and Climate 
Change was submitted to the Korea Foundation for 2022-2023 under the institutional 
research programme. 

A European Research Council Synergy Grant application on exchange and Nestorian 
heritage along the Silk Road (FOCAS) reached the final interview-round 2020. The 
FOCAS team, composed by researchers from Salzburg University, Cambridge University 
and CEASG at the University of Groningen, resubmitted the application in 2021. 
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In 2021, the Ubbo Emmius Fund generously continued its support for the CEASG 
Endowed Chair for Asian Studies (2018-2023) currently held by prof. Tjalling 
Halbertsma.

Finally, CEASG joined a consortium with international partners including Gent 
University (PI) and Tartu University regarding an EU funding application Horizon 
2021 titled “ReConnect China”, contributing a work package on economic diplomacy 
EU-China.

For further details please visit the ceasg website: rug.nl/ceasg

Illicit Trade Group 

The Illicit Trade Group (ITG) is an interdisciplinary research environment formed by 
a group of students, researchers, professors and experts facilitaed by Globalisation 
Studies Groningen (GSG) at the University of Groningen. The goal of ITG is to create a 
university-wide debate on topics related to illicit trade, by creating the conditions for 
academic cross-fertilization in a research area that is fundamentally interdisciplinary. 
ITG’s intention is to foster a discussion on the causes, consequences and solutions to 
the challenges posed by illicit trade. They aim to contribute to government capacity-
building to counter illicit trade practices and to increase societal resilience to it. 

ITG’s main activities are:
• research seminars/colloquia;
• ad hoc training on illicit trade techniques, patterns, and dynamics;
• summer school on illicit trade;
• host external PhD students and visiting scholars;
• knowledge dissemination on illicit trade;
• encouraging collaboration within the University of Groningen and at the 

international level on joint projects and proposals. 

European Consortium for Political Research

As a step in bringing the dispersed Political Science community of the RUG together, 
GSG funds membership for European Consortium for Political Research. ECPR is the 
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leading European academic association with a mission to advance political science. 
They bring scholars together across our global network to develop research and grow 
the discipline. Through events, publications and research groups, they foster scholarly 
collaboration across borders.
ECPR fulfils their core mission to advance political science by:
- delivering methodological and professional training and career development to PhD  
  students and early career researchers;
- providing forums for the development of research and the formation of networks;
- issuing grants and funding opportunities to scholars;
- steering a prestigious publishing programme that shares the newest research as
  widely as possible.

ECPR members are universities, and the communities within them, engaged in the 
research and teaching of social sciences.

COIMBRA GROUP networking for faculty and students of RUG

Coimbra development cooperation working group
GSG participates in the working group on development cooperation of the Coimbra 
group, which is composed of European classical universities. This is an active working 
group conducting joint activities, exchanging information on funding possibilities 
and stimulating the role of universities in development cooperation. In 2021 
the development cooperation group organised a winter school on the impact of 
Covid-19 in Africa and initiated a Master programme in Peace & Conflict Studies. GSG 
contributed to both activities. Also, GSG participated in the annual meeting of the 
group, this time held in Coimbra, Portugal. 

Scholars-at-Risk 

The University of Groningen is connected again to the Scholars at Risk programme. 
Prominent universities all over the world volunteer to temporarily host or employ 
scholars who suffer prosecution in their home country. The international Scholas 
at Risk (SAR) programme based in New York coordinates the programme, selects 
candidates and seeks to connect them to possible host departments. 
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Since September 2021, the UG department of International Relations and International 
Organisations hosts Dr. Nurettin Altundeger from Turkey. He was for years the head of 
department of the Political Science department at the Turgut Özal University in Ankara 
when President Erdogan accused the university of links with the Gülen movement 
and closed the complete institution. Many colleagues were arrested and Dr. Nurettin 
Altundeger and his family fled to the Netherlands for safety. He stayed as a guest 
scholar at the University of Twente for six months before being taken on by the IRIO 
department of the University of Groningen on a temporary teaching contract.

Like most SAR candidates, Dr. Nurettin Altundeger has a broad experience, inside 
and outside academics, in the USA as well as in Turkey. His special interest is energy 
security and energy policy in Central Asia, while his teaching covers a much broader 
terrain.

End of 2020, Globalisation Studies Groningen re-established the contacts between 
the SAR programme and the University of Groningen, exploring the possibilities of 
linking several excellently qualified SAR scholars to various UG departments. The 
University of Groningen had been a paying member of the SAR organisation for 
many years, but in the past decade the links with SAR had weakened. Unfortunately 
the SAR programme itself is in a transition phase because for many years SAR was 
run by the UAF (Stichting voor Vluchteling-Studenten) which facilitated relevant 
immigration and financial arrangements for SAR candidates (the host university 
simply transferring a fixed amount of ten- or twenty thousand euro per year to UAF). 
SAR is planned to be taken on by NUFFIC, but meanwhile the host universities have 
to make their own arrangement – usually providing a scholarship as a guest scholar, 
or simply a temporary contract. Meanwhile, the HESTIA programme under the NWO 
that facilitates financial support for participation of refugee scholars in NWO projects 
will be restarted in 2022 after an extensive evaluation; a new Hestia Call is expected 
in Spring this year. Given this transitional phase of SAR and Hestia, only one of the 
various promising placements at the UG of refugee scholars could successfully be 
brokered by GSG in 2021. However the SAR office at New York has excellent academics 
on their list and further placements at the University of Groningen under Hestia or 
SAR can be expected in future.
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The University of Groningen aims to expose students to a truly international world, 
thus including programmes relating to Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East, 
as well as programmes relating to global problems such as security, environmental 
sustainability, migration and cultural diversity. GSG supports such programmes by 
linking faculty staff, advertising courses and assisting in organising special conferences, 
summer schools and workshops. The strategy of the University of Groningen is 
to mainstream globalisation-relevant subjects in the various disciplinary degree 
programmes rather than developing separate programmes in Development Studies or 
in Globalisation Studies.

Minor Development Studies 
The GSG-coordinated minor Development Studies continued to prosper. In 2021, over 
90 students from all faculties were registered for the 30 ECTS / full semester minor. In 
addition, many students took single courses from the set of Minor courses as electives. 
A two-week summer school in rural Tanzania is now fully integrated as an elective in 
the minor programme. In the past, GSG staff supported the development of courses 
in various faculties which are still running to this date (Global Health, Aziatische 
Filosofische Tradities, and Indian Philosophy). These courses are not part of the minor. 
The programme consists of courses from the faculties of Economics & Business, Arts, 
Social and Behavioural Sciences, Spatial Sciences, Theology and Religious Studies, and 
Science and Engineering. The course programme includes the following nine 5-ECTS 
modules: 

• Global Development Studies (Faculty of Economic and Business), 
• Governance of International Solidarity (Faculty of Arts), 
• Environment and Development (Faculty of Sciences and Engineering), 
• Ethnicity, Culture and Politics (Faculty of Arts), 
• Topical Themes in Development Studies (Faculty of Economic and Business), 
• Social and Institutional Change (Faculty of Behavioural and Social Sciences), 

• An Introduction to Anthropology (Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies),
• Reading Seminar – Key Debates (Faculty of Arts), 
• Population and Development (Faculty of Spatial Sciences). 
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Some of the courses of the minor are also part of a regular degree programme. The 
three courses below, however, were developed with or by GSG exclusively for the 
minor:

Module developed by GSG Registered 2021-2022
Ethnicity, Culture and Politics 96
Reading Seminar: Key Debates in 
Development Studies

28

Topical Themes in Development Studies 39
 
Summer/Winter Schools 
Every year, Globalisation Studies Groningen staff organises several summer schools 
and assists in organising a number of others. In 2021, many of ou r intended summer 
schools were cancelled due to the pandemic. Some have been organised fully online 
or in hybrid form. 

Summer Schools 
12 - 16 July 
Groningen/
Online 

Local Initiatives fo Sustainable Society Josje van der 
Linden. Ana 
Rodrigues

5-9 July  
Online 

Illicit Trade Francesco Giumelli, 
Pim Geelhoed 

Winter Schools 
25-29 January  
Online 

Illicit Trade Francesco Giumelli, 
Pim Geelhoed

CEASG has welcomed over 350 tuition paying students for their summer and winter 
schools over the past few years. 
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GSG promotes and coordinates PhD studies in the field of globalization studies at various 
faculties of the University of Groningen. We link Groningen staff to PhD candidates, 
candidates to possible supervisors, and organize the clustering of PhD researchers into 
successful collaboration networks. 

The GSG PhD Hub strategy was initiated in 2013 in order to create attractive, 
multidisciplinary theme groups for PhD studies in the field of globalisation. Hubs consist 
of a group of PhD researchers and one or several University of Groningen professors. 
Themes are: 

• Humanitarian and Conflict Studies
• Governance for sustainable resource use
• Good governance and sustainable society
• Education and Lifelong Learning for Social Inclusion
• Essential legislation for access to medicine
• Religion and Conflict
• Research in ethics and globalization (discontinued 2016)

PhD candidates (co-)supervised by GSG staff:
Robert Jjuuko (Uganda); Marit Blaak (Netherlands); Nathalie Beekman (Netherlands).  

GSG Promoting  
         PhD Research
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Youth Transition, Agricultural Education and Employment in Uganda: Freeing 
Individual Agency
PhD Candidate: Robert Jjuuko
Supervisors: Prof. Jacques Zeelen and Dr. Cuthbert Tukundane

Millions of young people around the world still face enormous difficulties in their 
education-employment transitions despite decades of related research and global 
pronouncements for increased youth skills and decent work. The reality of the troubles 
young people encounter in navigating confining social and institutional settings to 
become productive workers and flourishing citizens in sub-Saharan African countries 
like Uganda continues to attract all sorts of theoretical arguments as well as policy 
assumptions and practical interventions. One such prominent assumption is the idea 
that increased young people’s participation in agricultural education and work has 
the potential to stem escalating youth unemployment. The related narrative that 
young people are less keen to plunge their learning and work life in agriculture owing 
to its low social status poses a huge education and labour policy dilemma across SSA 
and similar contexts.  

The study is aimed at an in-depth examination of personal and contextual influences 
on young people’s agricultural education-employment transitions; and exploration of 
how to improve education processes for optimising their learning and labour market 
outcomes. It looks at the following research questions: 
1. How do socio-economic conditions and institutional settings shape Ugandan young 
people’s agricultural education-employment transitions? 
2. What improvements can be made to enhance agricultural education processes for 
optimising Ugandan young people’s learning and labour market outcomes?

The normative practitioner: Adding value to organisational learning in education 
NGOs in Uganda
PhD Candidate: Marit Blaak 
Supervisors: Prof. Jacques Zeelen and Prof. George Openjuru

This research uses an organisational learning lens to explore how education NGOs 
could contextualise their interventions in a responsive and adaptive, yet critical 
manner. In particular the potential of double loop learning will be explored as a critical 
learning project (Argyris, 1999; Bokeno, 2003). This concept was introduced by Argyris 



to differentiate whether organisational learning is more or less transformative. He 
stated that single loop learning results in changes to action strategies and double 
loop leads to change in underlying beliefs, assumptions or goals (Argyris, 1999). 
The main research question guiding this research was: How can education NGOs in 
Uganda create space for double loop learning involving community actors for delivery 
of relevant lifelong learning programmes for young adults? Sub-questions were: 
 
1. Which organisational learning mechanisms are currently applied in education
 NGOs in Uganda?
2. Who are the actors involved and affected by the work of education NGOs in  
 Uganda and what are the power dynamics between them?
3. What are enabling and limiting factors for double loop learning in education
 NGOs in Uganda?
4. What space is currently created for double loop learning involving community
 actors and how does this influence non-formal education programmes?
5. How can these spaces be opened to increase the relevance of non-formal   
 education programmes through double loop learning?

Ruimte voor polyfonie. Nieuwe dimensies in een schoolpraktijk
PhD Candidate: Nathalie Beekman 
Supervisors: Prof. Jacques Zeelen en Prof. Gert Biesta

(In Dutch) In dit actieonderzoek richt ik me samen met een basisschool in een sociaal-
economisch zwakke wijk, de Katholieke Daltonschool Bisschop Bekkers, op de manier 
waarop de ontwikkeling van een kunst-&filosofielab bij zou kunnen dragen aan het 
herstellen van de verstoorde balans tussen vaste grip en vrije handeling in deze 
schoolpraktijk. Het onderwijs op de school is door de systeemdruk die voortkomt 
uit het huidige onderwijsbeleid en de maatschappelijke problematiek in de wijk te 
veel op vaste grip gericht geworden. Er ligt veel nadruk op cognitieve prestaties, 
disciplinering en op testen. 

Door te kiezen voor actieonderzoek is het zoeken naar het herstellen van deze balans 
een gezamenlijke ontdekkingsreis van mij, als participatief onderzoeker, en de school 
geworden. Wij delen de aanname dat ruimte voor de vrije handeling in het onderwijs 
van belang is. Kinderen moeten als vrije en moedige mensen een eigen plaats kunnen 
vinden in een complexe, ‘meerstemmige’ wereld.
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