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Dear Globalisation Studies Groningen (GSG) stakeholders,

The Globalisation Studies Groningen (GSG) institute facilitates academic staff and 
students of all faculties in initiating and expanding research and teaching activities 
on globally relevant issues and in collaborating with international partners. GSG 
thus boost the global orientation and the international profile of the various 
faculties and the university at large. It does so by organising public events and 
by supporting initiatives in the various faculties as well as by managing some 
programmes itself, always aiming at deepening the university’s engagement with 
global issues and with partners all over the world.

The year 2019 was eventful for GSG. When in full-swing and expanding its 
programmes, our director, prof. Joost Herman became seriously overworked and 
then got involved in a conflict with the management of the university. Despite the 
fact that the conflict is unrelated to GSG, it prevented him from returning to his 
post. Luckily the GSG team, together with CEASG (Centre for East Asian Studies 
Groningen) could proceed well with the various programmes. We organised 

major public debates involving EU politicians and other public figures, we had 
remarkable successes in initiating large new projects and closed our Horizon 2020 
/ RISE project on Urban Resilience. We also continued our large Development 
Studies Minor programme, our Summer Schools, and initiated a stimulation fund 
for new staff initiatives form all faculties. This report provides you a vivid account 
of these activities.

The interim directorship of GSG was taken over by dr. Gerda van Roozendaal, an 
energetic political economist specialised in labour relations and the Caribbean. 
Meanwhile, our Governing Board explores the options for GSG within the changing 
context of the University of Groningen for its long-term development in a new 
financing period to start in 2022.

The present global pandemic underscores the importance of deepening our 
understanding  of  situations in other parts of the globe, and thus the importance 
of Globalisation Studies. The global network of academic collaboration that 
GSG helps to build and sustain is a necessary source to continuously enrich and 
internationalise our University of Groningen educational programmes as well as 
research collaborations on important globally shared problems. Meanwhile our 
project activities show how much can actually be achieved in this field and how 
collaborations with a wide range of societal organisations and donors can bear 
fruits.

We thank all academic collaborators within the University 
of Groningen and our partners abroad for our very fruitful 
collaboration, we thank the Faculties and Board of the 
university for providing the necessary basic finance for GSG, 
and we thank the Faculty of Arts for hosting the interfaculty 
institute.

Dr. Pieter Boele van Hensbroek



About GSG
Globalisation Studies Groningen is an interfaculty research institute. Its task is to 
promote and develop initiatives and joint projects in the University of Groningen in 
research and education on issues of globalization including widely different themes 
such as development cooperation, humanitarian action, global health, environment 
and sustainability, international conflict and security. The research themes of GSG 
reinforce the university’s central research themes of Healthy Ageing, Energy and 
Sustainable Society. Because of its broad thematic field and interdisciplinary approach, 
GSG collaborates with staff from most faculties of the university. The Faculty of Arts 
provides housing and administrative support to GSG.

Funding and contribution of GSG
GSG was established and is funded by all faculties and the Board of the University. Its 
basic budget is €240.00, and is extended with self-generated income. Every five years 
an application for renewed funding is made. In 2019, GSG core staff was around 2 fte, 
supplemented by a number of associated staff and special professorships. 

Apart from benefiting the university academically, GSG contributes substantially to all 
faculties by, for example, recruiting externally funded PhD students into the university 
and by initiating and facilitating externally funded projects. In the past years, GSG 
attracted over twenty externally funded PHD researchers for various faculties and 
facilitated about twenty successful project applications. For further details, see our 
5-Year Evaluation Report 2011-2015. 

The approach of GSG
1. Promoting the specific internationalization ambitions of the university (such as 
U4, East Asian policy, linking to external funding agencies, to the Coimbra Groups of 
European universities, attracting PhD candidates from all over the world).
2. Providing flexible and effective support to project initiatives and applications of 
(especially newly incoming) University of Groningen staff in order to make these a 
success; providing e.g. pre-financing, administrative, PR, and lobby support.
3. Spotting opportunities for institutions and organizations outside the university and 
linking these to university staff in order to advance successful joint projects.
4. Expanding the set of attractive educational options in the fields of Global Studies, 
Development, and Humanitarian Studies at BA, MA and PhD levels, and via summer 
schools.

Research 
We bring together and coordinate several interdisciplinary research groups and 
assist in organising events, from hosting individual guests to organising large-scale 
international conferences. Bringing together researchers who otherwise would not 
have been aware of opportunities to collaborate is one of the great added values 
the GSG can create. We also frequently assist faculty in writing research proposals, 
tender submissions, and in several cases manage the resulting projects. 

Teaching
We enhance existing interfaculty educational programmes and initiate new 
programmes  in the connected areas of globalisation, development and humanitarian 
cooperation. Examples are the master programme East Asia Studies, the minor 
Development Studies and a number of summer schools. Both national and 
international students benefit from these programmes.

Communication & Representation
We act as a clearing house for information internally and externally. GSG promotes 
the internationalization strategy of the University of Groningen at home and abroad. 
We also represent the university in international communities, such as NOHA / 
Humanitarian Net , the Coimbra Group of European Universities, and are a member 
of a number of international networks.
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Core Staff and 
         Associated Staff

The core staff of GSG consisted in 2019 of a Director (0.5 fte), Deputy Director (0.5 
fte), Office Manager (0,6 fte), Project Manager (0,6 fte) PR support (0,2 fte). GSG also 
includes staff of institutes, projects and initiatives under the umbrella of GSG. 

Prof. dr. Tjalling Halbertsma is professor in East Asian Studies 
with a special focus on Mongolia. He is head of the Centre for 
East Asia Studies Groningen (CEASG). (1,0 fte, through external 
funding)

Prof. dr. mr. Joost Herman is director of GSG and professor in 
Globalisation Studies and Humanitarian Action (0,5 fte) 

Dr. Pieter Boele van Hensbroek is coordinator of education and 
research (0,3 fte)

Mr. Jarno Hoving is the office manager of GSG, (0,6 fte)

Prof. dr. Jacques Zeelen is professor of Lifelong Learning and 
Social Intervention in the Context of Globalisation. He holds the 
UNESCO Chair on Lifelong Learning, Youth and Work, at Gulu 
University in Uganda. He coordinates the international network: 
Youth, Education, Work (YEW) (0,2 fte)

Jennieke Oordt is office manager of CEASG and communication 
advisor at GSG (0,2 fte)
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Dr. Gerda van Roozendaal is deputy director at GSG (0,5 fte)
Started: 1-8-2019

Marloes Viet is project manager at GSG (0,6 fte)
Started: 1-5-2019



Prof. Chris Lamont is Head of Japan Affairs at CEASG. 

Dr. Sungkong Choi is an associate researcher with CEASG, 
Korean Studies coordinator and organiser of Korea Summer 
Schools. She is a member of staff of the Faculty of Economics 
& Business. 

Prof. Ronald Holzhacker, scientific director of the Groningen 
Research Centre for Southeast Asia and ASEAN (SEA-ASEAN).  
SEA-ASEAN is now positioned under the Faculty of Spatial 
Sciences.

 
Prof. Max van den Berg holds the Honorary Chair of 
Global Governance and Sustainable Livelihood at 
GSG. He participates in various programmes at RUG 
and organises major public events. 
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Associate Staff 

Ana Rodrigues-Vasse is minor and summer school coordinator at 
GSG and researcher for several YEW projects (0,3 fte).
Started: 1-11-2019

Dr. Josje van der Linden is coordinator external cooperation at 
GSG and and researcher for several YEW projects (0,3 fte)
Started: 1-9-2019
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Board of Governors Robert Lensink (chair Board of Governors) - Professor of 
Finance at the Faculty of Economics and Business
 
 

Jaap de Wilde - Professor of International Relations and 
International Organisation at the Faculty of Arts

Sabine Otten - Professor of Intergroup Relations and Social 
Integration at the Faculty of Behavioural and Social Sciences

In 2019, we welcomed professor Oscar Couwenberg on the board of 
GSG. He is specialized in Governance and Geography, and currently the 
dean of the Faculty of Spatial Sciences. 

He is especially interested in topics combining economics, law and 
geography. Special areas of interests are theories and applications of 
economic organization theory, e.g. corporate bankruptcy and financial 
distress, functioning of (new) markets and their governance structures.

Introducing GSG Governor Oscar Couwenberg

10



11 12

2019 News and 
                   Activities
10 - 12 February 
Visit of dr. Julien Bonineau of the Würzburg University Internationalisation Office to 
GSG. Discussion of various joint activities, such as a Summer School on Globalisation 
and postcolonialism in Arts and Sciences. 

17 - 18 February 
Visit of prof. Zuo Ting of China Agricultural University to GSG.

25 February 
Krijger and Partners organized a college 
tour titled The Rising Power with the 
support of the Dutch Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. The tour visited four universities 
throughout the Netherlands. The 
Groningen session was centered around 
the theme ‘The Two Faces of China: 
techno-economic genius or command and 
control system?’ with a particular focus 
on economic innovation and political 
culture. Speakers include René Cuperus 
(Volkskrant, Clingendael Institute) and 
Kathleen Ferrier (China Expert, Former 
M.P.) and various experts from the 
University of Groningen. Opening by RUG 
President Jouke de Vries (photo). 

15 May 
EU Elections Debate: EUROPE AND 
THE WORLD 

On the eve of the elections for 
the European Parliament GSG 
honorary professor Max van den 
Berg organised a major debate of 
Dutch candidates. GSG, Studium 
Generale and SIB joined forces for 
this major event. We challenged 
candidates for the different political 
parties in the European parliament 
(the other parties declined repeated 
invitations) to discuss their positions 
on these vital policy issues. 

Debaters: 
- Kati Piri (PvdA, Socialists & Democrats) 
- Raquel García Hermida-van der Walle 
  (D66, Alliance of Liberals and Democrats in Europe) 
- Tineke Strik (GroenLinks, Greens/European Free Alliance) 
- Sara Murawski (SP, European United Left/Nordic Green Left)
- Chairs: Hans Harbers (University of Groningen) 
   and Mendeltje van Keulen (Leiden University) 
- Host: Max van den Berg (GSG) 

The key questions to be debated were:
What is Europe’s role in the world? How do we deal with big questions revolving around 
refugees, climate change, migration and labour market, and new (digital) threats for a 
democratic and safe world? 

4 April 
Guest lecture by  Pieter Boele in Research Master programme African Studies at Leiden 
University on African Social and cultural self-representations – Emerging ‘Southern 
Epistemologies?’



4 June 
Professor Jacques Zeelen (GSG) spoke during the UNESCO Chair dialogue on Youth 
and Work Opportunities at African Rural University (ARU). Group photo below.  

4 June 
Public Lecture by Captain Shichen Tian (Wuhan University) on Unraveling Maritime 
Security Issues in the Asia Pacific Region from Legal Perspective

17 - 19 June 
Three-day Visit of a delegation of five Vietnamese universities under the Uppsala-led 
EU EVENT project on innovating university – labour market relations in Vietnamese 
universities. The visit aimed to understand Dutch approaches to linking university 
education and the continuously changing world of labour. Prof. Jacques Zeelen of GSG 
is the Dutch representative in this project. 

15 July 
Major NRO/NWO grant under the Vocational Education programme awarded to 
professor Jacques Zeelen and the Youth, Education, Work (YEW) network. 

22 July - 2 August 
Africa, China and Europe Summer School in 
Development Studies in Tanzania.
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19 September 
Ana Rodrigues-Vasse and Josje van der Linden present on Youth in (post-)conflict areas 
at the UKFIET Conference in Oxford. 

23 September
Double Public Lecture by Walden Bello. 

Afternoon session: Prof. Jaap de Wilde in conversation with Walden Bello on 
Counterrevolutionary Movements in the Global South and Global North: Convergences 
and Divergence. 

Evening session: Prof. Dirk Bezemer in conversation with Walden Bello on Countdown 
to the Next Financial Crisis: Why? Where? When?

Walden Bello is an international adjunct professor 
of sociology at the State University of New York at 
Binghamton and senior research fellow at the Center for 
Southeast Asian Studies of Kyoto University in Japan. In 
addition, he is a human rights and peace campaigner, 
environmentalist and journalist, and provides a 
critical perspective on what he calls ‘corporate-driven 
globalization’. Bello received the Right Livelihood Award 
(also known as the Alternative Nobel Prize) in Stockholm 
in 2003 for his work showing the negative impact of what 
he calls ‘corporate-driven globalization’.

5 October 
Pieter Boele van Hensbroek presentation at Universität Basel in conference of 
Comparative Political Theory.

17 October 
Dr. Rimawati (Universitas Gadjah Mada) and guest researcher under the PRUV-GSG 
Horizon 2020 project gave a public lecture on Choice of Law to Dispute Settlement 
of Health Services Through Traditional (Adat) Institution and Legal Formal Institution. 
Discussant: Prof. Brigit Toebes (Health Law in a Global Context, RUG)



24 October 
Dr. Sutarimah Ampuni (Universitas Gadjah Mada) and guest researcher under the 
PRUV-GSG Horizon 2020 project gave a public lecture on Moral psychology: Comparing 
Australian and Indonesian endorsements of moral ethics and moral decision making. 
Discussant: Liewe Zijlstra, Faculty of Philosophy.

18 November 
Pieter Boele van Hensbroek guest lecture in the course Population and Development, 
University of Groningen on Amartya Sen’s innovations in Development Studies.

20 November 
GSG public event in the “in conversation 
with” format, with guest speaker 
prof. Michiel Baud (CEDLA institute 
Amsterdam) on: What is Happening in 
Latin America? Social Unrest, Politics 
and Economic Crisis. 

21 November
Op-ed by Pieter Boele van Hensbroek in newspaper Trouw (in Dutch):
Huidig antiracisme speelt Wilders en Baudet alleen maar in de kaart.

28 November 2019 
A  mini seminar was organized by the YEW network to share knowledge and experiences 
based on our (research) work with in- and external partners of our network. 

1 - 8 December 
European lecture tour by the famous 
African philosopher Paulin Hountondji 
(Benin) visiting Groningen, Amsterdam, 
Leiden and Münster; GSG organized 
the tour together with the Prince Claus 
Fund. 

2 December 
Public lecture on Moralising God? Religions and Politics in Africa today, in the Faculty 
of Philosophy RUG organised together with the African Student Community and the 
Philosophy student organisation STUFF. 

5 December 
Seminar on organized by GSG and PRUV on Humanitarianism in the European Union 
Foreign Policy. Including a paper pesentation  by Muhadi Sugiono (Universitas Gadjah 
Mada, Indonesia).

10 December 
Workshop with inclusive participation from various faculties on Uneven Power – 
research & vulnerability, discussing creative solutions of researchers to deal with 
specific problems of ethics in research practice. Speakers: Dr. Chris van der Borgh 
(Utrecht University), Prof. Ymkje Stienstra (UMCG), Dr. Caitlin Ryan (University of 
Groningen).  

13 December 
GSG public event in the “in conversation with” format, with guest speaker dr Cecile 
de Milliano (Netherlands Red Cross) on the topic: Where crisis is the new ‘normal’: 
crisis response of the Red Cross in a changing world.

17 December 
Major NUFFIC grant under the 
Orange Knowledge programme 
for support to innovation 
of Agricultural education in 
Northern Mozambique awarded 
to professor Jacques Zeelen 
and the Youth, Education, Work 
(YEW) network.

(photo: Food market in 
Mozambique via Pixaby) 
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Research 
       and Projects
GSG helps nurture ideas into projects by providing flexible support and advice to staff 
of all faculties, such as lobbying, networking, fund-raising, pre-financing and public 
relations. In addition, GSG initiates new research projects by linking external initiatives 
in the field of globalization to university researchers. In some cases the coordination 
of projects remains with GSG, in other cases projects are administered by the faculty 
concerned. On the following pages a selection of projects is portrayed in which GSG 
was or still is involved.

Centre for East Asia Studies (CEASG) 

The Centre for East Asian Studies Groningen (CEASG) is an inter-faculty institute 
launched by the Faculty of Arts and facilitated by Globalisation Studies Groningen.  
CEASG initiates and supports interdisciplinary teaching and research on contemporary 
China, Japan, Korea and Mongolia, and aims to strengthen and expand the University’s 
academic partnerships in East Asia.  CEASG and GSG continue to cooperate by jointly 
organizing projects, summer schools, research and other activities.  
Through its academic staff, the Centre partners with the European Studies Centre at 
Tsinghua University (Beijing), the PNU-Groningen Research Centre at Pusan National 
University (Busan), the Dutch Studies Centre at Osaka University (Osaka) and the Dutch 
Studies Centre at Fudan University (Shanghai). 

The Centre coordinates the master’s specialization East Asian Studies on the political 
economy and international relations of contemporary East Asia (MA IRIO, 60 ECTS). 

The Centre further initiates and facilitates grant applications regarding Chinese, 
Japanese, Korean, Mongolian and East Asian studies. In addition, CEASG facilitates 
lectures, seminars and conferences on contemporary East Asia at the University of 
Groningen.

IR Master track East Asian Studies (International Relations)
The Centre for East Asian Studies Groningen (CEASG) coordinates the Master 
specialization in East Asian Studies (MA IRIO, 60 ECTS). The specialization is part of 
the International Relations and International Organization (IRIO) programme. The 
Master’s specialization is organized around the achievements, opportunities and 
challenges facing East Asia and taught by international staff. The programme takes a 
multidisciplinary approach and focuses on the political economy and international 
relations of China, Japan, Korea and Mongolia. Work placement and study abroad in 
China, Japan and Korea are optional. 

PNU-Groningen Research Centre (PGRC) 
PGRC is a partnership between Pusan National University (PNU) and the University 
of Groningen. The Centre is hosted by the College of Economics and International 
Trade at PNU, Busan. At the University of Groningen, the Centre is facilitated by 
Globalisation Studies Groningen (GSG) and the Centre for East Asian Studies 
Groningen (CEASG). The partnership is coordinated by PNU alumna dr. Sunkung 
Choi, assistant professor at the Faculty of Economics and Business in Groningen. 

The interfaculty Centre follows the successful examples of the Dutch Studies Centre at 
Fudan University in Shanghai, the International Studies Centre at Tsinghua University 
in Beijing,  the Dutch Studies Centre at Osaka University, and the recently launched 
research Centre for South East Asia and ASEAN at Gadjah Mada in Yogyakarta. 

PNU summerschool – Understanding the Netherlands 
The aim of this summer school was to develop an understanding of how the 
Netherlands, as a medium-sized country, has been able to maintain high welfare 
levels in a region dominated by (regional) international powers such as Germany, 
France and the UK. Specialization and flexibility, both in politics and the economy, 
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seem to characterize this position. 
From a Korean perspective, Korea being 
surrounded by powerful economies 
such as China and Japan, there may 
be valuable lessons to be learned from 
the Dutch experience. The lectures and 
seminars took place over a two-week 
period which offered participants the 
unique possibility to learn and travel 
within the Netherlands.

After an introduction on the political 
and historical characteristics of the Netherlands and Dutch leadership, the focus 
shifted to themes such as international relations, the service economy and the role 
of export-oriented agriculture. There were excursions to The Hague (the capital of 
diplomacy), the Port of Rotterdam (the busiest container port in Europe) and the 
world famous cheese market in Gouda.

CEASG Conference - ‘Contemporary Mongolia: International Relations, Mining and 
Society’ - 28 to 29 November 2019. 
This two day conference was organized around 3 panels related to Mongolia 
(including inner Mongolia, China): 
Panel 1: Mongolia: Foreign Policy and Belt & Road Initiative
Panel 2: Mongolia: Foreign direct investment
Panel 3: Mongolia: Mining

Visiting Researchers
CEASG welcomed several visiting researcher in 2019:
- Changhee Lee - Research focus: Human Rights of victims in Netherlands criminal
  law procedures
- Muhadi Sugiono - Research focus: Humanitarianism in EU foreign policy
- Hiu Man Chan - Research focus: Creative industries collaboration between the UK
  and China
- Seokkwan Kim - Violation of Criminal Law and Labour Law following the Wassenaar 
Agreement in the Netherlands

20 January Winter School | Understanding the Netherlands: Success Factors of 
a Medium-Sized Economy

14 February SIB Lecture: ‘China and the Barbarians’ by Henk Scholte Nordholt
25 February China College Tour: The Rising Power
3 April Lecture Series: Murakami Music Box with Studium Generale
5 April NWO-KNAW funded joint research project: Economic, political and 

legal influences on ChinaEU economic diplomacy
10 April Follow up China College Tour
25 April CEASG partners in Pusan National University conference on 

“Changing Environment of Korean
Peninsula and Its impacts on East Asia”

23 May Competion Seminar on the References and precedent in the Court’s 
case law and administrative monopolies

4 June Public lecture: “Unraveling Maritime Security Issues in the Asia 
Pacific Region from Legal Perspective”

12 September Public Lecture| De nieuwe Wereldorde - Hoe China sluipenderwijs 
de macht overneemt with Studium Generale 

1 October Guest Lecture | Prof. Gong, Fudan University -The positions of China 
and the EU on WTO reform: comparison and cooperation

10 October Conference SEA ASEAN: Governance for Sustainable Development in 
Southeast Asia

13 November Public Lecture | China’s Digital Society: Becoming an e-Citizen in an 
e-Country with Studium Generale

28 November CEASG Conference ‘Contemporary Mongolia: International Relations, 
Mining and Society’

28 November Eastern Memories: Mongolia film Screening
9 December CEASG / SG Lecture by Floris Jan van Luyn: Hong Kong’s protests and 

its future

Selection of CEASG highlights in 2019
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Youth, Education and Work (YEW) Network 

YEW is a global network of scholars and practitioners who use research to contribute 
to solutions that help youth develop productive learn-work biographies and find 
meaningful (self-) employment. Global challenges of youth unemployment, social 
exclusion and lifelong learning are being addressed through participatory research 
approaches that connect stakeholders and are embedded in local and practical 
knowledge while maintaining high academic standards. Through joint publications, 
student exchanges, conferences and seminars the Youth, Education and Work network 
involves research institutions, companies, government, civil society and youth from 
several countries in South America, North America, Africa, Middle East and Europe. 
The network emerged from the former research project, Early School Leaving in 
Africa (ESLA), which started in 2007. It involves nine PhD studies of candidates from 
Uganda, India and The Netherlands, mostly benefiting from an NFP fellowship. YEW 
has developed strong linkages with important organisations in the field, such as Child 
and Youth Finance, Edukans, Gulu University, Makerere University, Uganda Martyrs 
University, and San Gil University in Colombia. 

In relation to the YEW network, Professor Jacques Zeelen of GSG holds - on a part-time 
basis - the UNESCO Chair in ‘Lifelong Learning, Youth, and Work’ at Gulu University in 
Uganda. YEW is coordinated by GSG. 
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Lifelong Learning
Part of the YEW network is the Lifelong Learning research group. This group has been 
researching the link between vocational education and the labour market for many 
years. This happens both in the region and in developing countries, such as Uganda. In 
the group, researchers from Globalisation Studies Groningen (GSG) work together with 
researchers from the Faculty of Behavioral and Social Sciences (General Pedagogy). 
The aforementioned Sustainable Technical Craftsmanship (TTV) project has been set 
up with partners from outside the university, the Alfa College and four companies 
from the region. In this project, research and innovation go together in the design, 
implementation and evaluation of a new training course for "Technician engineering 
installation & electrical engineering" (MBO 4). The project has been inspired by the 
experiences of the WOS project (Workforce Opportunity Services) in New York, in close 

WERKEN aan 
Toekomstbestendig Vakmanschap
Een onderzoek naar de totstandkoming van de nieuwe middenkader 
opleiding ‘Technicus Engineering Installatie- en Elektrotechniek’

University of Groningen
Globalisation Studies Groningen
Oude Kijk in ‘t Jatstraat 26
9712 EK Groningen

T +31(0)50 363 2391
gsg@rug.nl

www.rug.nl/gsg
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Inger Smid

collaboration with Columbia University. The TTV 
project is made possible through subsidies from 
the Provinces of Groningen and Drenthe, as well 
as the branch organisation OTIB. 

Several reports and books have been published 
under this project. The publications focus on 
regional and international perspectives but 
the common denominators are always the 
topics youth, education and work. Publications 
are in English and in Dutch, depending on the 
target audience. This series is published by 
Globalisation Studies Groningen. 

In 2019, the following report was published in 
the series: WERKEN aan Toekomstbestendig 
Vakmanschap, by Inger Smid. 

YEW mini seminar
28 November 2019 a mini seminar was organized by the YEW network to share 
knowledge and experiences based on our (research) work with in- and external partners 
of our network. The seminar was organized around themes that play a huge role in 
the research projects of our network, such as: vocational education, craftsmanship, 
lifelong learning, learning in public-private partnerships and communities of practice. 

The seminar started with an opening by Jacques Zeelen, followed by a contribution 
from Cuthbert Tukundane in which he reflected on a work and study visit to the US. 
This trip focused on ‘youth, workforce development and closing the skills gap’. He 
shared his experiences and lessons learned, after which we discussed the implications 
of these lessons for our own work. By discussing practical and theoretical issues in the 
local and global context, the seminar contributed to the ongoing professionalization 
of the research network and her participants.  



Grants
In 2019, two large grants were awarded to the lifelong learning group of the Youth 
Education and Work network.  

NUFFIC
One million euro NUFFIC grant awarded to international consortium, coordinated by 
Globalisation Studies Groningen’s professor Jacques Zeelen and closely supported by 
dr Josje van der Linden. The two year project will focus on improving the quality of 
vocational agricultural education in Mozambique.

The consortium, was awarded the grant for a project with the title ‘Enhancing 
community and market oriented TVET (Technical, Vocational, Education and Training) 
programmes in agriculture in the northern region of Mozambique through an 
interdisciplinary evidence generating approach with focus on food and nutrition 
security’. The project will run from 1 January 2020 to 31 December 2021.

Project Objective
Northern Mozambique has high potential for entrepreneurship in agriculture, but  
existing educational programmes do not succeed in developing this potential. The 
objective of the project is to reorient the programmes of three agricultural TVET 
institutes in northern Mozambique towards labour market-oriented value chain 
development and higher levels of earnings and more nutritious produce for the 
communities involved. 
The agrarian faculties of 
the University of Lúrio and 
of the Catholic University 
of Mozambique will 
accompany the process 
with research, supported 
by the University of 
Groningen. This will 
contribute to their skills 
in community oriented 
research.

NRO/NWO

A NRO grant of €464,000, professor Jacques 
Zeelen (Globalisation Studies Groningen of 
the University of Groningen) can continue 
the research with his research group Lifelong 
Learning for the next three years.

The Netherlands Initiative for Education 
Research (NRO) contributes to innovation 
and improvements in education. NRO is a unit 
of the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific 
Research (NWO), the Dutch research council.

Professions and positions are developing. 
This applies, to a large extent, to the 
technology sector where there are challenges 
in the field of energy transition and the 
widespread digitalisation in combination 
with increasingly complex requirements when it comes to technical skills. Within 
the ongoing research project Sustainable Technical Craftsmanship (TTV) young 
people are trained in this technical sector. The participating companies in this 
project are very pleased with the young talent that will emerge from it, but also 
indicate that the existing staff must be trained and retrained in order to deal with 
the new technological, digital and communication challenges. The companies 
are looking for ways to assist their employees in acquiring relevant new skills. 
At the same time, vocational colleges try to prepare their students for changing 
qualification requirements and students / employees must find their way as 
(prospective) professionals in this dynamic.
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PRUV: Preparedness and Resilience to address Urban Vulnerability 
(Horizon 2020 programme) 

Preparedness and Resilience to address Urban Vulnerability (PRUV) is a Horizon 2020 
Marie Skłodowska-Curie Research and Innovation Staff Exchange Evaluations (RISE) 
project running from January 2016 to December 2019. PRUV is a collaboration of 
GSG with its academic partners University College Dublin, Ruhr-Universität Bochum, 
Universidad de Deusto, Universitas Gadjah Mada as well as private partners Concern 
Worldwide, the Jesuit Refugee Service, Yayasan Cipta Cara Padu (YCCP), Future 
Analytics and Plan Limited. The three cities this research is focused on are Nairobi, 
Bogotá and Jakarta. GSG is directly involved in PRUV through Joost Herman and Clara 
Egger.

The overall objective of the PRUV project is to develop evidence-based solutions 
that will inform preparedness and resilience interventions in order to make a lasting, 
sustainable contribution to addressing urban vulnerability through progressive 
conceptualization and technological innovation. The intended outcome of the project 
is an index to measure vulnerability within urban informal settlements, drawing on 
baseline household survey results from the three PRUV cities. Specific areas that are 
addressed include: 

• the relationship between resilience and socio-economic issues across a range  
 of societal institutions.
• the theoretical and practical gaps in the protection of crisis-affected   
 communities and vulnerable groups in urban settings in order to acquire new  
 evidence-based knowledge to foster resilience.
• the contribution of existing legal frameworks at different levels of    
 governance to urban resilience and how they can be improved.
• positioning urban resilience within the human security paradigm.
• modelling the effectiveness of public health preparedness interventions in  
 urban settings for improving household, community, and local government  
 resilience to humanitarian crises.

PRUV is project that is part of the STINGS working group. STINGS stands for  
Science, Technology and Innovation Network Groningen for Sustainability and 
is a collaboration between SSG from the Faculty of Science and Engineering, 
Globalisation Studies Groningen (GSG), part of the Faculty of Arts, and the Ubbo 
Emmius Fund (EUF). 

Photo credit: Sopan Sopian from Pixabay - fisherman in Jakarta, one of the focus cities of PRUV



Teaching 
  and Education
The University of Groningen aims to expose students to a truly international world, 
thus including programmes relating to Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East, 
as well as programmes relating to global problems such as security, environmental 
sustainability, migration and cultural diversity. GSG supports such programmes by 
linking faculty staff, advertising courses, and assisting in organising special conferences, 
summer schools and workshops. The strategy of the University of Groningen is 
to mainstream globalisation-relevant subjects in the various disciplinary degree 
programmes rather than developing separate programmes in Development Studies or 
in Globalisation Studies.

Minor Development Studies 
The GSG-coordinated minor Development Studies continued to prosper. In 2019, over 
90 students from all faculties were registered for the 30 ECTS / full semester minor. In 
addition, many students took single courses from the set of Minor courses as electives. 
A two-week summer school in rural Tanzania together with Tanzanian and Chinese 
students is now fully integrated as an elective in the minor programme.  In the past, GSG 
staff supported the development of courses in various faculties which are still running 
to this date (Global Health, Aziatische Filosofische Tradities, and Indian Philosophy). 
These course are not part of the minor. The programme consists of courses from 
the faculties of Economics & Business, Arts, Social and Behavioural Sciences, Spatial 
Sciences, Theology and Religious Studies, and Science and Engineering. The course 
programme includes the following nine 5-ECTS modules: 

• Global Development Studies (Faculty of Economic and Business), 
• Governance of International Solidarity (Faculty of Arts), 
• Environment and Development (Faculty of Sciences and Engineering), 
• Ethnicity, Culture and Politics (Faculty of Arts), 
• Topical Themes in Development Studies (Faculty of Economic and Business), 
• Social and Institutional Change (Faculty of Behavioural and Social Sciences),
• An Introduction to Anthropology (Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies)

• Reading Seminar – Key Debates (Faculty of Arts), 
• Population and Development (Faculty of Spatial Sciences). 

Some of the courses of the minor are also part of a regular degree programme. The 
four courses below, however, were developed with or by GSG exclusively for the 
minor:

Module developed by GSG Enrollment 2019-2020
Ethnicity, Culture and Politics 89
Reading Seminar: Key Debates in 
Development Studies

48

Governance of International Solidarity: 
Dutch Perspectives

71

Topical Themes in Development Studies 25
 
The course Governance of International Solidarity: Dutch Perspectives is also part of 
the Dutch Studies Programme of the Faculty of Arts.

Photo credit: Pixaby
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Summer/Winter Schools 
Every year Globalisation Studies Groningen staff organise several summer schools 
and assist in organising a number of others. 

Summer Schools by GSG

22 July - 2 Aug ACE: Africa, China and Europe Intensive 
Programme in Development Studies (Tanzania). 
At Dar-es-Salam University (4 days) and Lushoto 
(8 days field work). GSG as main organiser linked 
up with Dar es Salam University, Sebastian Kolowa 
Memorial University, and Beijing Normal University 
to organise the event.

Sepideh 
Yousefzadeh

Summer and Winter Schools by CEASG
 
26 June - 24 July Session A: PNU Summer School (Korea) Sunkung Choi

25 July - 13 Aug Session B: PNU Summer School (Korea) Sunkung Choi

21 Jan – 2 Feb Understanding the Netherlands: Success Factors of 
a Medium-Sized Economy (Groningen). 

Sunkung Choi

Success Factors of a Medium-Sized Economy. This 14-
day Winter School with 20 participants from South Korea 
introduces many aspects of Dutch society, economy and 
history as well as its integration into the EU. It includes 
excursions to Rotterdam, The Hague and other places of 
interest.

CEASG has welcomed over 350 paying students for their 
summer and winter schools over the past few years. 

GSG promotes and coordinates PhD studies in the field of globalization studies at various 
faculties of the University of Groningen. We link Groningen staff to PhD candidates, 
candidates to possible supervisors, and organize the clustering of PhD researchers into 
successful collaboration networks. 

The GSG PhD Hub strategy was initiated in 2013 in order to create attractive, multidisciplinary 
theme groups for PhD studies in the field of globalisation. Hubs consist of a group of PhD 
researchers and one or several University of Groningen professors. Themes are: 

• Humanitarian and Conflict Studies
• Governance for sustainable resource use
• Good governance and sustainable society
• Education and Lifelong Learning for Social Inclusion
• Essential legislation for access to medicine
• Religion and Conflict
• Research in ethics and globalization (discontinued 2016)

PhD candidates (co-)supervised by GSG staff:
Robert Jjuuko (Uganda); Maha Bhobe (India); Bastiaan Aardema (Netherlands); Chamutal 
Afek-Eitam (Israel, Netherlands); Philip Olbrich (Germany); Yiping Duan (China); Mashele 
Rapatsa (South Africa);  Muhadi Sugiono (Indonesia); Marit Blaak (Netherlands); Nathalie 
Beekman (Netherlands); Femke Bijker (Netherlands).  

GSG Promoting  
         PhD Research
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PhD candidates that graduated in 2019: 

• Qi Xu: Legal dilemmas and regime-building in the East Asia maritime conflicts: 
From the third state perspective (Promoters: Tjalling Halbertsma, Chris K. Lamont. 
Supervision by Joost Herman)

East Asia has experienced long-standing territorial and maritime conflicts. Due to the 
existence of numerous maritime States, we have witnessed trilateral or quadrilateral 
overlaps where the presence of third States in maritime disputes emerges. So as to 
address the rights and interests of third States in a multistate-disputed maritime 
zone, one can observe that different approaches are adopted against the background 
of international law and international relations. As the research shows, international 
law is inadequate to fully protect and safeguard the rights and interests of third 
States. To address such underlying legal dilemmas, the thesis articulates that regime 
theory becomes more pragmatic and inclusive for addressing rights and interests that 
are commonly shared by involved States in a multistate-disputed zone. Since each 
model in the mainstream international relations theories focuses on one variable 
and fails to cover all elements of regime, the multivariate maritime regime should 
be set up to handle the maritime rights and interests of relevant stakeholders that 
are commonly shared in the same disputed maritime zone. In addition, rather than 
contested maritime boundaries being a source of conflict, this thesis argues that a 
regime theory approach can present a mechanism through which contested claims 
can be transformed into a driver of cooperation among states in the region. In East 
Asia, the establishment of a multivariate maritime regime helps disputing States 
develop transboundary marine cooperation. It also serves to promote current regime 
settings in NEA and the SCS, in order to deal with shared regional concerns.

• Noreen van Elk: Terrorism and the Good Life. A Virtue Ethical Approach to Moral 
and Political Questions of Terrorism and Counterterrorism. (Promoter: Andrej 
Zwitter. Supervision by Joost Herman)

Terrorism is morally reprehensible. The majority of people would probably immediately 
agree with this statement. However, when looking deeper into moral questions of 
terrorism and counterterrorism, they appear not to be as easy to answer as is often 
assumed. First of all, this is due to the so-called definitional problem of terrorism. 
There is no global consensus on the definition of terrorism. Since the moral evaluation 
of terrorism is highly dependent on how it is defined, the plurality of definitions of 
terrorism results in a plurality of moral evaluations. Secondly, within the field of the 

ethics of war and violence, there are several prevalent approaches (e.g. just war 
theory) that appear not to be the best suited for the moral evaluation of new forms 
of violence such as terrorism and violent counterterrorism. The majority of those 
approaches focuses on moral rules and the assessment of acts. This research shows, 
that those approaches are generally limited when it comes to assessing complex 
moral problems and especially fail when they are used to morally asses terrorism 
and violent counterterrorism. It demonstrates that a virtue ethical approach is a 
real alternative to mainly rule-based and act-oriented ethical approaches and has 
many benefits regarding the moral evaluation of terrorism and counterterrorism. In 
a last step, it is also shown that an alternative ethical approach can have decisive 
implications on how politics deal with terrorism, and thus on the effectiveness of 
counterterrorism strategies.

• Bin Jiang: China ‘s relationships with Africa reappraised: The Lense of Domestic 
Experiences in Agricultural Technology Extension and Its Reflection in China’s 
Foreign Policy towards Africa. (Promoters: Tjalling Halbertsma, Yongyun Zhao. 
Supervision by Joost Herman)

China-Africa relationship has been discussed with scholars since the past decades. 
There is no consensus on this topic. This study challenged the traditional western 
neorealist way of thinking about Sino-African relationship with an addressing on value 
chain and farmer participation perspectives. With the above theoretical elements, 
this study applied two fieldworks in China and Tanzania (one major country in Sino-
African relationships), especially focus on the agricultural technology development.
The ultimate aim of this research is to map the inclusion of Chinese domestic agricultural 
technology extension development experiences in Chinese-African development 
cooperation to see the reflection on Chinese foreign policy to Africa . It also aims 
to analyse the nature of the Sino-African relationship with neorealism in order to 
develop a more inclusive way of combining value chains and farmer participation 
together that, in turn, will make supplements for neorealism for globalisation era and 
increase the effectiveness of future agricultural development programmes.
For Searching the goal of this study, this study employed mixed research methods 
and has four hypotheses for the research design. As a result of this study, it 
concluded with three main points on: what and how can Africa learn from China’s 
agricultural development; what’s the role of agricultural technology in Sino-African 
agricultural development programmes; with the combination of value chain and 
farmer participation, what supplements does Sino-African relationship contribute to 
Neorealism and future studies.
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