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Dear partners of Globalisation Studies Groningen (GSG),

The extraordinary situation due to Covid 19 created some unexpected added 
value for GSG in 2020. An unprecedented number of students participated in 
the Minor Development Studies programme, because students were able to 
follow the courses at a distance of thousands of kilometres from Groningen. Also 
the online format of public lecture and seminar events made the events benefit 
from input of participants from far away. Led by our office manager Marloes 
Viet we explored the benefits of online formats for reaching out, linking, and 
involving new participants. Nevertheless we had to work hard to continue to run 
our activities to help boosting the global orientation and the international profile 
of the various faculties and the university of Groningen at large in our four fields 
of operation, namely 1) organising public events, 2) supporting staff of faculty 
in new projects and programmes, and 3) facilitating education and research on 
global issues and 4) formulating grant applications for GSG’s activities.  

The honorary professorship of Max van den Berg in Global Governance and 
Sustainable Livelihood again resulted in a range of visible public activities on 
Europe, Brexit, Tax havens, Development Cooperation and effects of Covid on the 
South, involving prominent speakers like Bert Koenders, members of parliament, 
and high-level ministerial representatives. The global Youth, Education Work 
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(YEW) network, coordinated from GSG, also organised a range of webinars and 
other activities, just like our GSG-hosted network Illicit Trade, Exceptius and the 
affiliated centres such as the Centre for East Asian Studies Groningen (CEASG). 
In March 2020 also a one-million project under the Dutch Orange Knowledge 
Programme was awarded to GSG to support the renewal of professional education 
in Northern Mozambique.

In terms of staffing, GSG navigated under blustery conditions in the year 2020. Dr. 
Arjan van der Assem succeeded our interim director dr. Gerda van Roozendaal in 
March 2020 as a temporary assignment, and was in turn succeeded in 2021 by prof. 
Tjalling Halbertsma who also leads the Centre for East Asian Studies Groningen 
(CEASG). From this new stable basis GSG renews  its staff establishment with three 
staff members retiring in 2021. Apart from new staff the board of Governors of 
GSG will also  be expanded in 2021.

Globalisation Studies Groningen, as a well-established research-institute,  has 
proven to be a relevant and timely initiative given the topical agendas developing 
both with at the University of Groningen and the global level.  The RUG policy 
to initiate four interdisciplinary Schools focusing on core societal challenges is 
much welcomed by GSG. We are sure that GSG can be a boosting factor in actually 
shaping global initiatives of these interdisciplinary Schools. The challenges on the 
global agenda today point in the same direction: we now have next to climate 
change and peace and conflict, the risk of global pandemics. Each of these urgent 
challenges are deeply linked to the issues of global poverty and inequality. GSG-
addressed topics of development and international cooperation have become 
more urgency than ever.

We thank all academic collaborators with in the University 
of Groningen and our partners abroad for our very fruitful 
collaboration, we thank the Faculties and Board of the 
University for providing the necessary core funding for GSG, 
and we thank the Faculty of Arts hosting the interfaculty 
institute.

Dr. Pieter Boele van Hensbroek
Deputy Director (2010-2020)



About GSG
Globalisation Studies Groningen is an interfaculty research institute. Its task is to 
promote and develop initiatives and joint projects in the University of Groningen in 
research and education on issues of globalization including widely different themes 
such as development cooperation, humanitarian action, global health, environment 
and sustainability, international conflict and security. The research themes of GSG 
reinforce the university’s central research themes of Healthy Ageing, Energy and 
Sustainable Society. Because of its broad thematic field and interdisciplinary approach, 
GSG collaborates with staff from most faculties of the university. The Faculty of Arts 
provides housing and administrative support to GSG.

Funding and contribution of GSG
GSG was established and is funded by all faculties and the Board of the University. Its 
basic budget is €240.00, and is extended with self-generated income. Every five years 
an application for renewed funding is made. In 2020, GSG core staff was around 2 fte, 
supplemented by a number of associated staff and special professorships. 

Apart from benefiting the university academically, GSG contributes substantially to all 
faculties by, for example, recruiting externally funded PhD students into the university 
and by initiating and facilitating externally funded projects. In the past years, GSG 
attracted over twenty externally funded PHD researchers for various faculties and 
facilitated about twenty successful project applications. For further details, see our 
5-Year Evaluation Report 2011-2015. 
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The approach of GSG
1. Promoting the specific internationalization ambitions of the university (such as 
U4, East Asian policy, linking to external funding agencies, to the Coimbra Groups of 
European universities, attracting PhD candidates from all over the world).
2. Providing flexible and effective support to project initiatives and applications of 
(especially newly incoming) University of Groningen staff in order to make these a 
success; providing e.g. pre-financing, administrative, PR, and lobby support.
3. Spotting opportunities for institutions and organizations outside the university and 
linking these to university staff in order to advance successful joint projects.
4. Expanding the set of attractive educational options in the fields of Global Studies, 
Development, and Humanitarian Studies at BA, MA and PhD levels, and via summer 
schools.

Research 
We bring together and coordinate several interdisciplinary research groups and 
assist in organising events, from hosting individual guests to organising large-scale 
international conferences. Bringing together researchers who otherwise would not 
have been aware of opportunities to collaborate is one of the great added values 
the GSG can create. We also frequently assist faculty in writing research proposals, 
tender submissions, and in several cases manage the resulting projects. 

Teaching
We enhance existing interfaculty educational programmes and initiate new 
programmes  in the connected areas of globalisation, development and humanitarian 
cooperation. Examples are the master programme East Asia Studies, the minor 
Development Studies and a number of summer schools. Both national and 
international students benefit from these programmes.

Communication & Representation
We act as a clearing house for information internally and externally. GSG promotes 
the internationalization strategy of the University of Groningen at home and abroad. 
We also represent the university in international communities, such as NOHA / 
Humanitarian Net, the Coimbra Group of European Universities, and are a member 
of a number of international networks.
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Core Staff and 
         Associated Staff

The core staff of GSG consisted in 2019 of a Director (0.5 fte), Deputy Director (0.5 
fte), Office Manager (0,6 fte), Project Manager (0,6 fte) PR support (0,2 fte). GSG also 
includes staff of institutes, projects and initiatives under the umbrella of GSG. 

Dr. Gerda van Roozendaal is deputy director at GSG (0,5 fte) 
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Dr. Arjan van den Assem is interim director at GSG (0,2 fte)



Core Staff and 
         Associated Staff

Dr. Pieter Boele van Hensbroek is coordinator of education and 
research (0,3 fte)     

Mr. Jarno Hoving is the office manager of GSG (0,6 fte)

Prof. dr. Jacques Zeelen is professor of Lifelong Learning and 
Social Intervention in the Context of Globalisation. He holds the 
UNESCO Chair on Lifelong Learning, Youth and Work, at Gulu 
University in Uganda. He coordinates the international network: 
Youth, Education, Work (YEW) (0,2 fte)

Jennieke Oordt is office manager of CEASG and communication 
advisor at GSG (0,2 fte)
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Ana Rodrigues-Vasse is minor and summer school coordinator 
at GSG and researcher for several YEW projects (0,3 fte).

Dr. Josje van der Linden is coordinator external cooperation at 
GSG and and researcher for several YEW projects (0,3 fte)

Marloes Viet is project manager at GSG (0,6 fte)



Dr. Sungkong Choi is an associate researcher with CEASG, 
Korean Studies coordinator and organiser of Korea Summer 
Schools. She is a member of staff of the Faculty of Economics 
& Business. 

Prof. Max van den Berg holds the Honorary 
Chair of Global Governance and Sustainable 
Livelihood at GSG. He participates in various 
programmes at RUG and organises major public 
events. 
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Associate Staff 

Prof. dr. Tjalling Halbertsma is professor in East Asian Studies 
with a special focus on Mongolia. He is head of the Centre 
for East Asia Studies Groningen (CEASG). (1,0 fte, through 
external funding)
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Board of Governors

Robert Lensink (chair Board of Governors) - Professor of Finance 
at the Faculty of Economics and Business
 
 

Jaap de Wilde - Professor of International Relations and 
International Organisation at the Faculty of Arts

Sabine Otten - Professor of Intergroup Relations and Social 
Integration at the Faculty of Behavioural and Social Sciences

Oscar Couwenberg -  Professor of Corporate Governance and 
dean of the Faculty of Spatial Sciences
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2020 News and 
                 Activities

Despite the consequences for our live events, due to the pandemic, GSG has 
switched to online alternatives for our events and activities. Below you can find a list 
of highlights of 2020: 

Global Europe after Brexit - Max van den Berg in conversation with Jochem Wiers 
on ‘The Meaning of Brexit for Europe’s Position on Global Issues’. 
07-02-2020 
Max van den Berg invited the Head of the 
Brexit Task Force at the Netherlands Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs to ask questions related to Brexit.  
The EU seems united towards the UK and Brexit. 
Will it stay that way after Brexit? Can the EU be 
a strong supporter of international cooperation 
(e.g. WTO, SDGs, climate, position of LDCs), 
considering the current power game between 
players like the US and China and the declining 
support for international rules and conventions? Who are the EU’s allies, and what 
will be the role of the UK? Will the UK focus more on the US? 

NUFFIC grant for improving the quality of vocational agricultural education in 
Mozambique
04-03-2020
A one million euro NUFFIC grant was awarded to an international consortium, 
coordinated by Globalisation Studies Groningen’s professor Jacques Zeelen and closely 
supported by dr. Josje van der Linden. The two year project will focus on improving 
the quality of vocational agricultural education in Mozambique. The project will run 
from 1 January 2020 to 31 December 2021. 
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Book publication on Youth, education and work in (post-)conflict areas
11-09-2020
All over the world young people are struggling to form the foundations upon which to 
build their lives and livelihoods. In particular in (post-)conflict areas, youth populations’ 
starting point is weakened by the ramifications of conflict and war. Around the world 
such youth’s resilience is challenged, but by no means exhausted. Rather, there are 
beacons of hope in which youth play an important role. This book hopes to shine a 
light on the latter. As a follow up on this publication we organised a monthly Youth, 
Education and Work (YEW) webinar with one of the authors of the book.  

Online panel session on The Covid-19 Pandemic: Continuity and Change in the 
International Political Economy
02-10-2020
This webinar was organised around the publication of a report on The Covid-19 
Pandemic: Continuity and Change in the International Political Economy. As Covid-19 
disrupts political and economic arrangements around the world, International Political 
Economy (IPE) is uniquely positioned to reflect on the pandemic’s global economic and 
financial impact. To explore what IPE research can bring to the table, we situate state 
and market crisis responses within patterns of continuity and change in core structures 
of the international political economy as well as developments in everyday life.

YEW Webinar: Reshaping Academia as a Space of Jewish-Arab Encounter 
06-10-2020
Victor Friedman and his colleagues of Max Stern Yezreel Valley College, Israel, shared 
their experiences with a project called the “Academic Puzzle”. In this project a bottom-
up “self-in-field action research” approach was used to try to transform the College 
into a space of Arab-Jewish encounter in Israel.

Current Affairs Lecture: The causes & effects of the current clashes between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan
14-10-2020 
The three decades old conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh is one of the most contested 
and longest running disputes in the post-Soviet territories. The 1994 Bishkek Protocol 
ended the Nagorno-Karabakh War, but hostility between Armenia and Azerbaijan 
has risen significantly in the years following the Protocol. Thus, peace between the 
countries remained elusive. 



YEW Webinar - Venezuelan Youth Migrants in San Gil
03-11-2020 
A continuous concern of our international YEW network has been international youth 
migration, particularly those from countries in internal conflict, such as the case of 
Venezuela. For the past years, Venezuelan youth have migrated to other Latin American 
countries, most of them to Colombia.

Illicit Trade Group Launching event - The Dark Side of 
Globalization
04-11-2020
After three successful editions of a Summer School on Illicit 
Trade, shedding light on the dark side of globalization, ITG 
is broadening its activities by creating an interdisciplinary 
research environment at the University of Groningen to foster 
a discussion on the causes, consequences and solutions to the 
challenges posed by illicit trade. With a keynote speech by 
university President Jouke de Vries. 

Public Lecture - How to End International Tax Havens
06-11-2020 
Henk Nijboer - Member of the House of Representatives of 
the Netherlands for the PvdA was interviewed by GSG’s Max 
van den Berg (former Member of the European Parliament). 
Large companies are moving their profits around the world 
in such a way that they pay hardly any tax in places where 
they actually produce. Until recently tax havens were 
generally seen as exotic incidents to the global economy, 
however since the financial crisis we have learned that the 
problem is much larger than we expected and, what is more, 
that the Netherlands is hosting many of these companies 
with letterbox or shell companies, in order to support this 
behaviour.
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Covid19 as a challenge to development policies - Max van den Berg in conversation 
with Bert Koenders
01-12-2020
This talk acted as a kick-off for the annual GSG conference. 
Former Minister of Foreign Affairs (2014-2017) who is 
currently Professor of Peace, Justice and Security at Leiden 
University (Kooijmans Chair) and serves as Special Envoy of 
the World Bank for Fragile States, was interviewed by Max 
van den Berg. Recording can be found on the website.  

GSG Conference - Covid19 and the Impact on the Global South
02-12-2020

During our annual GSG conference we 
welcomed four experts from the field 
of development cooperation to discuss 
the impact of an epidemic like Covid19 
on developing countries. The focus will 
be especially on the poorest parts of 
the population and how support can 
be provided to local NGOs and / or 
governments through development 
cooperation or other international 
policies. Host of the evening  was Max 
van den Berg, and our guest speakers 

included: Bram van Ojik (GroenLinks Parliament members), Francesco Mascini (former 
diplomat), Karel Hendriks (Médecins Sans Frontières) and Farah Karimi (Senate 
member) and hosted by Max van den Berg. Co-organised with SIB Groningen.  

YEW Webinar - Closing the gap between TVET and the labour market in the 
Netherlands
08-12-2020 
Prof. Jacques Zeelen and the Groningen team gave a glimpse into their TTV project 
[Toekomstbestendig Technisch Vakmanschap – Futureproof Technical Craftmanship], 
which focuses on bridging youth, education and work. In this project, companies 
and TVET institutions collaborate in co-designing a new educational track to support 
sustainable forms of craftsmanship, thus closing the gap between education and 
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Publications

Malcolm Campbell-Verduyn, Lukas Linsi, Saliha Metinsoy, 
Gerda van Roozendaal, Clara Egger , Greg Fuller, Nadine Voelkner 

Continuity and Change in the International Political Economy

The Covid-19 Pandemic:

Edited by: Josje van der Linden, Ana Rodrigues-Vasse, 
Mara Kopp, Bleen Abraham & Francesca Dier 

Youth, education and work 
in (post-)conflict areas 

University of Groningen
Globalisation Studies Groningen
Oude Kijk in ‘t Jat Straat 26
9712 EK Groningen

T +31(0)50 363 2391
gsg@rug.nl

www.rug.nl/gsg

Sofi Servin Anguiano
Tjalf Nathan van Minnen
Alexandra Voicu
Anniina Vahala
Soraya Dana Lamochi Roozalipour
Peter Gutter
Nelly van Dijk
Fleur Plet 

Edited by: Dr. Paulo Marques Morgado & Dr. Pieter Boele van Hensbroek

Essays in Development Studies
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Essays in Development Studies
Dr. Paulo Marques Morgado and Dr. Pieter Boele 
van Hensbroek (Editors)

Youth, education and work in 
(post-)conflict areas
Josje van der Linden, Ana Rodrigues-
Vasse, Mara Kopp, Bleen Abraham 
& Francesca Dier (Editors)

The Covid-19 Pandemic: Continuity and Change in the 
International Political Economy 
M. Campbell-Verduyn, L. Linsi, S. Metinsoy, G. van 
Roozendaal, C. Egger, G. Fuller and N. Voelkner



Research 
       and Projects
GSG helps nurture ideas into projects by providing flexible support and advice to staff 
of all faculties, such as lobbying, networking, fund-raising, pre-financing and public 
relations. In addition, GSG initiates new research projects by linking external initiatives 
in the field of globalization to university researchers. In some cases the coordination 
of projects remains with GSG, in other cases projects are administered by the faculty 
concerned. On the following pages a selection of projects is portrayed in which GSG 
was or still is involved. Below a list of highlighted projects: 

Youth, Education and Work (YEW) Network 

YEW is a global network of scholars and practitioners who use research to contribute 
to solutions that help youth develop productive learn-work biographies and find 
meaningful (self-)employment. Global challenges of youth unemployment, social 
exclusion and lifelong learning are being addressed through participatory research 
approaches that connect stakeholders and are embedded in local and practical 
knowledge while maintaining high academic standards. Through joint publications, 
student exchanges, conferences and seminars the Youth, Education and Work network 
involves research institutions, companies, government, civil society and youth from 
several countries in South America, North America, Africa, Middle East and Europe. 
The network emerged from the former research project, Early School Leaving in 
Africa (ESLA), which started in 2007. It involves nine PhD studies of candidates from 
Uganda, India and The Netherlands, mostly benefiting from an NFP fellowship. YEW 
has developed strong linkages with important organisations in the field, such as Child 
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and Youth Finance, Edukans, Gulu University, Makerere University, Uganda Martyrs 
University and San Gil University in Colombia. 

In relation to the YEW network, Professor Jacques Zeelen of GSG holds - on a part-
time basis - the UNESCO Chair in ‘Lifelong Learning, Youth, and Work’ at Gulu 
University in Uganda. YEW is coordinated by GSG. 

Lifelong Learning
Part of the YEW network is the Lifelong Learning research group. This group has 
been researching the link between vocational education and the labour market for 
many years. This happens both in the region and in developing countries, such as 
Uganda. In the group, researchers from Globalisation Studies Groningen (GSG) work 
together with researchers from the Faculty of Behavioral and Social Sciences (General 
Pedagogy). The aforementioned Sustainable Technical Craftsmanship (TTV) project 
has been set up with partners from outside the university, the Alfa College and four 
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companies from the region. In this project, research and innovation go together in 
the design, implementation and evaluation of a new training course for “Technician 
engineering installation & electrical engineering” (MBO 4). The project has been 
inspired by the experiences of the WOS project (Workforce Opportunity Services) in 
New York, in close collaboration with Columbia University. The TTV project is made 
possible through subsidies from the Provinces of Groningen and Drenthe, as well as 
the branch organisation OTIB. 

Several reports and books have been published under this project. The publications 
focus on regional and international perspectives but the common denominators 
are always the topics youth, education and work. Publications are in English and in 
Dutch, depending on the target audience. This series is published by Globalisation 
Studies Groningen. 

Centre for East Asia Studies (CEASG) 

The Centre for East Asian Studies Groningen (CEASG) is an inter-faculty institute 
launched by the Faculty of Arts and facilitated by Globalisation Studies Groningen.  
CEASG initiates and supports interdisciplinary teaching and research on contemporary 
China, Japan, Korea and Mongolia, and aims to strengthen and expand the University’s 
academic partnerships in East Asia.  CEASG and GSG continue to cooperate by jointly 
organizing projects, summer schools, research and other activities.  
Through its academic staff, the Centre partners with the European Studies Centre at 
Tsinghua University (Beijing), the PNU-Groningen Research Centre at Pusan National 
University (Busan), the Dutch Studies Centre at Osaka University (Osaka) and the 
Dutch Studies Centre at Fudan University (Shanghai). 

The Centre coordinates the master’s specialization East Asian Studies on the political 
economy and international relations of contemporary East Asia (MA IRIO, 60 ECTS). 
The Centre further initiates and facilitates grant applications regarding Chinese, 
Japanese, Korean, Mongolian and East Asian studies. In addition, CEASG facilitates 
lectures, seminars and conferences on contemporary East Asia at the University of 
Groningen.
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IR Master track East Asian Studies (International Relations)
The Centre for East Asian Studies Groningen (CEASG) coordinates the Master 
specialization in East Asian Studies (MA IRIO, 60 ECTS). The specialization is part of 
the International Relations and International Organization (IRIO) programme. The 
Master’s specialization is organized around the achievements, opportunities and 
challenges facing East Asia and taught by international staff. The programme takes 
a multidisciplinary approach and focuses on the political economy and international 
relations of China, Japan, Korea and Mongolia. Work placement and study abroad in 
China, Japan and Korea are optional. 

PNU-Groningen Research Centre (PGRC) 
PGRC is a partnership between Pusan National University (PNU) and the University of 
Groningen. The Centre is hosted by the College of Economics and International Trade 
at PNU, Busan. At the University of Groningen, the Centre is facilitated by Globalisation 
Studies Groningen (GSG) and the Centre for East Asian Studies Groningen (CEASG). 
The partnership is coordinated by PNU alumna dr. Sunkung Choi, assistant professor 
at the Faculty of Economics and Business in Groningen. 

The interfaculty Centre follows the successful examples of the Dutch Studies Centre at 
Fudan University in Shanghai, the International Studies Centre at Tsinghua University 
in Beijing,  the Dutch Studies Centre at Osaka University, and the recently launched 
research Centre for South East Asia and ASEAN at Gadjah Mada in Yogyakarta. 

PNU summerschool – Understanding the 
Netherlands 
The aim of this summer school was to 
develop an understanding of how the 
Netherlands, as a medium-sized country, 
has been able to maintain high welfare 
levels in a region dominated by (regional) 
international powers such as Germany, 
France and the UK. Specialization 
and flexibility, both in politics and the 
economy, seem to characterize this 
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position. From a Korean perspective, Korea being surrounded by powerful economies 
such as China and Japan, there may be valuable lessons to be learned from the Dutch 
experience. The lectures and seminars took place over a two-week period which 
offered participants the unique possibility to learn and travel within the Netherlands. 
Unfortunately this summer school was cancelled in 2020 due to travel restrictions, 
we intend to start again in the summer of 2021. 

Publications and blogs
CEASG’s staff published a variety of articles, books and blogs in 2020. These 
publications include blogs on COVID-19 statistics, articles on early photography in 
China, Europe and China relations, a commentary on the first Dutch language text 
on Buddhism in the Netherlands, and so forth. For an overview of these and other 
publications see the CEASG website news items.

Visiting Researchers
Despite the limitations caused by measures to contain Covid-19, CEASG welcomed the 
following visiting researchers in 2020. For a complete overview of visiting researchers 
see the CEASG website:

•   Mr. Woohyuk Choi (Korea civil servants programme): Democracy, Human Rights  
     and the Criminaljustice systems in the Netherlands and its related international
     institutions;
•  Ms. Heejung Cho (Korea civil servants programme): Regionally Based Innovative
    Growth in Response to the Fourth Industrial Revolution and GVC Restructuring in 
    Netherlands;
•  Dr. Mark Dickens (NU Kazakhstan): Syro Turkica, Nestorian remains of Inner
    Mongolia;
•  Dr. Mandar Jayawant (MPO, India): Supply chains and ‘good growth’: cashmere  
    supply chains in Mongolia;
•  Mr. Jaehwan Kim (Korea civil servants programme): The Netherlands prosecution
    system and its political neutrality;
•  Mr. Changhee Lee (Korea civil servants programme): Human Rights of victims in
    Netherlands criminal law procedures;
•  Mr Jaekyeong Song (Korea civil servants programme): Korea’s Employment Rate
    and Youth Employment.
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Selection of CEASG highlights in 2020:
02-02-2020 CEASG Graduate Winter School 2020: EU and East Asia (IPE)
17-02-2020 H. E. Mr. Harry H. HORINOUCHI Ambassador of Japan to the 

Netherlands: “Japan and China”
12-03-2020 Studium Generale & CEASG: The Silk Roads, A New History of the 

World by Peter Frankopan
18-03-2020 Studium Generale & CEASG: Travels on the Silk Raod: Rabban 

Sauma by Tjalling Halbertsma 
01-09-2020 Radio 1, Bureau Buitenland, “Onderwijshervorming in Binnen-

Mongolië”, Tjalling Halbertsma

Grants and sponsors
CEASG is pleased to have obtained further grants and sponsorships in 2020.
The ongoing research project on China-EU economic diplomacy, supported by the 
KNAW, was expanded with a grant from de Korea Foundation for a research programme 
“Economic, Legal and Political Influences on Korea-EU Economic Diplomacy”. The 
grant proposal, submitted by CEASG’s Prof. Jan van der Harst, Dr. Sunkung Choi, Dr. 
Frank Gaenssmantel and Prof. Tjalling Halbertsma, follows earlier grants with the 
Korea Foundation. These include a grant for the appointment of a lecturer in Koran 
Studies and various research grants to conduct research on, for instance, Carbon 
Emission Trading.

The Korea Foundation’s annual grant to expand the Korean Studies holdings at the 
university’s Main Library was continued in 2020. Starting in 2014, the grant-programme 
“Window on Korea” is now in its seventh year. A European Research Council Synergy 
Grant application on the Nestorian heritage along the Silk Road (FOCAS) reached the 
final interview-round, but was not granted in 2020. The FOCAS team, composed by 
researchers from Salzburg University, Cambridge University and the University of 
Groningen, will resubmit the ERC grant application in 2021.

Finally, the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam kindly donated 200 copies of its Asian Art and 
Amsterdam catalogue to CEASG for distribution among its summer school participants 
from Asia. A funding overview formulated in 2020 indicates that CEASG’s external 
funding over the period 2014-2019 amounted to ca. EUR 1.3 million.
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CEASG sponsors now include: Brill (Leiden); Dutch & Japanese Trade Federation, 
DUJAT (Amsterdam); Embassy of Japan (The Hague); Embassy of the Republic of Korea 
(The Hague); Ford Foundation (Beijing); Groningen Confucius Institute (Groningen); 
Hanban (Beijing); ING Bank (Hongkong; Amsterdam); Jack Weatherford Foundation 
(Ulaanbaatar); Koninklijke Nederlandse Akademie van Wetenschappen (Amsterdam); 
Korea Foundation (Seoul/Jeju); Mongolia Opportunities Fund (Ulaanbaatar); National 
Council for Mongolian Studies (Ulaanbataar); Riverbed Foundation (Singapore); Ubbo 
Emmius Fund (Groningen).

Illicit Trade Group 

The Illicit Trade Group (ITG) is an interdisciplinary research environment formed by a 
group of students, researchers, professors and experts working under Globalisation 
Studies Groningen (GSG) at the University of Groningen. The goal of ITG is to create a 
university-wide debate on topics related to illicit trade, by creating the conditions for 
academic cross-fertilization in a research area that is fundamentally interdisciplinary. 
ITG’s intention is to foster a discussion on the causes, consequences and solutions to 
the challenges posed by illicit trade. They aim to contribute to government capacity-
building to counter illicit trade practices and to increase societal resilience to it. 

ITG’s main activities are:
• research seminars/colloquia;
• ad hoc training on illicit trade techniques, patterns, and dynamics;
• summer school on illicit trade;
• host external PhD students and visiting scholars;
• knowledge dissemination on illicit trade;
• encouraging collaboration within the University of Groningen and at the 

international level on joint projects and proposals. 

European Consortium for Political Research

As a step in bringing the dispersed Political Science community of the RUG together, 
GSG funds membership for European Consortium for Political Research. ECPR is the 
leading European academic association with a mission to advance political science. 
They bring scholars together across our global network to develop research and grow 
the discipline. Through events, publications and research groups, they foster scholarly 
collaboration across borders.
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ECPR fulfils their core mission to advance political science by:
- delivering methodological and professional training and career development to PhD  
  students and early career researchers;
- providing forums for the development of research and the formation of networks;
- issuing grants and funding opportunities to scholars;
- steering a prestigious publishing programme that shares the newest research as
  widely as possible.

ECPR members are universities, and the communities within them, engaged in the 
research and teaching of social sciences.

COIMBRA GROUP networking for faculty and students of RUG

GSG represents the University of Groningen in the Development working group of the 
COIMBRA GROUP of classical European universities and thus links European initiatives 
to relevant RUG faculties and staff. In 2020 from this group three initiatives developed 
involving RUG faculties and European partners. The University of Salamanca applied 
successfully for an Erasmus + Capacity Building project on multilingualism in education 
in South Africa, with the RUG staff in Multilingualism as a partner. The University of 
Poitiers initiated a European network of educational programmes in Peace & Conflict 
Studies, with the RUG Faculty of Religious Studies programme in Religion and Conflict 
participating.

Finally, the active Coimbra Group partner, Padova University joined GSG in organising 
the annual Summer School in Tanzania (part of the GSG Minor in Development 
Studies; the 2020 version could not take place), and will co-organise the 2021 Summer 
School in Groningen on Local Initiatives for Sustainable Development. Furthermore 
the Development working group organised several cooperative Winter and Summer 
Schools with Groningen students participating, such as the Summer School on EU-
Multilingualism in St. Petersburg and the CG Winter School on the Impact of Covid-19
in Africa (including a seminar with the Deputy Director of the African Union Centre 
for Disease Control and Prevention (AU CDC) and the Vice-Chair of the Commission 
on Development Cooperation of the European Parliament). The working group also 
executed an international survey in which the RUG participated on the impact of 
Covid-19 on international development cooperation, which was published by the 
COIMBRA Group and distributed to EU and other organisations. 
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The University of Groningen aims to expose students to a truly international world, 
thus including programmes relating to Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East, 
as well as programmes relating to global problems such as security, environmental 
sustainability, migration and cultural diversity. GSG supports such programmes by 
linking faculty staff, advertising courses and assisting in organising special conferences, 
summer schools and workshops. The strategy of the University of Groningen is 
to mainstream globalisation-relevant subjects in the various disciplinary degree 
programmes rather than developing separate programmes in Development Studies or 
in Globalisation Studies.

Minor Development Studies 
The GSG-coordinated minor Development Studies continued to prosper. In 2019, over 
90 students from all faculties were registered for the 30 ECTS / full semester minor. In 
addition, many students took single courses from the set of Minor courses as electives. 
A two-week summer school in rural Tanzania is now fully integrated as an elective in 
the minor programme. In the past, GSG staff supported the development of courses 
in various faculties which are still running to this date (Global Health, Aziatische 
Filosofische Tradities, and Indian Philosophy). These courses are not part of the minor. 
The programme consists of courses from the faculties of Economics & Business, Arts, 
Social and Behavioural Sciences, Spatial Sciences, Theology and Religious Studies, and 
Science and Engineering. The course programme includes the following nine 5-ECTS 
modules: 

• Global Development Studies (Faculty of Economic and Business), 
• Governance of International Solidarity (Faculty of Arts), 
• Environment and Development (Faculty of Sciences and Engineering), 
• Ethnicity, Culture and Politics (Faculty of Arts), 
• Topical Themes in Development Studies (Faculty of Economic and Business), 
• Social and Institutional Change (Faculty of Behavioural and Social Sciences), 
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• An Introduction to Anthropology (Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies),
• Reading Seminar – Key Debates (Faculty of Arts), 
• Population and Development (Faculty of Spatial Sciences). 

Some of the courses of the minor are also part of a regular degree programme. The 
three courses below, however, were developed with or by GSG exclusively for the 
minor:

Module developed by GSG Succesfully completed 2020-2021
Ethnicity, Culture and Politics 122
Reading Seminar: Key Debates in 
Development Studies

54

Topical Themes in Development Studies 100
 
Summer/Winter Schools 
Every year, Globalisation Studies Groningen staff organises several summer schools 
and assists in organising a number of others. 

In 2020, all our summer schools were cancelled due to the pandemic. Because our 
schools were already in a far stage of development, they are mentioned below.  
The intent is that all summer schools will be moved to 2021. 

Summer Schools 
19 - 30 July 
Colombia

Youth, education and work in (post-)
conflict areas in

Jacques Zeelen, 
Josje van der Linden

27 July - 7 Aug
Tanzania

Development Studies Ana
Rodrigues-Vasse 

Winter Schools 
2 Feb - 13 Feb 
Netherlands 

EU and East Asia (IPE) Sunkung Choi

CEASG has welcomed over 350 paying students for their summer and winter schools 
over the past few years. 
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GSG promotes and coordinates PhD studies in the field of globalization studies at various 
faculties of the University of Groningen. We link Groningen staff to PhD candidates, 
candidates to possible supervisors, and organize the clustering of PhD researchers into 
successful collaboration networks. 

The GSG PhD Hub strategy was initiated in 2013 in order to create attractive, 
multidisciplinary theme groups for PhD studies in the field of globalisation. Hubs consist 
of a group of PhD researchers and one or several University of Groningen professors. 
Themes are: 

• Humanitarian and Conflict Studies
• Governance for sustainable resource use
• Good governance and sustainable society
• Education and Lifelong Learning for Social Inclusion
• Essential legislation for access to medicine
• Religion and Conflict
• Research in ethics and globalization (discontinued 2016)

PhD candidates (co-)supervised by GSG staff:
Robert Jjuuko (Uganda); Marit Blaak (Netherlands); Nathalie Beekman (Netherlands).  

GSG Promoting  
         PhD Research
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Youth Transition, Agricultural Education and Employment in Uganda: Freeing 
Individual Agency
PhD Candidate: Robert Jjuuko
Supervisors: Prof. Jacques Zeelen and Dr. Cuthbert Tukundane

Millions of young people around the world still face enormous difficulties in their 
education-employment transitions despite decades of related research and global 
pronouncements for increased youth skills and decent work. The reality of the troubles 
young people encounter in navigating confining social and institutional settings to 
become productive workers and flourishing citizens in sub-Saharan African countries 
like Uganda continues to attract all sorts of theoretical arguments as well as policy 
assumptions and practical interventions. One such prominent assumption is the idea 
that increased young people’s participation in agricultural education and work has 
the potential to stem escalating youth unemployment. The related narrative that 
young people are less keen to plunge their learning and work life in agriculture owing 
to its low social status poses a huge education and labour policy dilemma across SSA 
and similar contexts.  

The study is aimed at an in-depth examination of personal and contextual influences 
on young people’s agricultural education-employment transitions; and exploration of 
how to improve education processes for optimising their learning and labour market 
outcomes. It looks at the following research questions: 
1. How do socio-economic conditions and institutional settings shape Ugandan young 
people’s agricultural education-employment transitions? 
2. What improvements can be made to enhance agricultural education processes for 
optimising Ugandan young people’s learning and labour market outcomes?

The normative practitioner: Adding value to organisational learning in education 
NGOs in Uganda
PhD Candidate: Marit Blaak 
Supervisors: Prof. Jacques Zeelen and Prof. George Openjuru

This research uses an organisational learning lens to explore how education NGOs 
could contextualise their interventions in a responsive and adaptive, yet critical 
manner. In particular the potential of double loop learning will be explored as a critical 



learning project (Argyris, 1999; Bokeno, 2003). This concept was introduced by Argyris 
to differentiate whether organisational learning is more or less transformative. He 
stated that single loop learning results in changes to action strategies and double 
loop leads to change in underlying beliefs, assumptions or goals (Argyris, 1999). 
The main research question guiding this research was: How can education NGOs in 
Uganda create space for double loop learning involving community actors for delivery 
of relevant lifelong learning programmes for young adults? Sub-questions were: 
 
1. Which organisational learning mechanisms are currently applied in education
 NGOs in Uganda?
2. Who are the actors involved and affected by the work of education NGOs in  
 Uganda and what are the power dynamics between them?
3. What are enabling and limiting factors for double loop learning in education
 NGOs in Uganda?
4. What space is currently created for double loop learning involving community
 actors and how does this influence non-formal education programmes?
5. How can these spaces be opened to increase the relevance of non-formal   
 education programmes through double loop learning?

Ruimte voor polyfonie. Nieuwe dimensies in een schoolpraktijk
PhD Candidate: Nathalie Beekman 
Supervisors: Prof. Jacques Zeelen en Prof. Gert Biesta

(In Dutch) In dit actieonderzoek richt ik me samen met een basisschool in een sociaal-
economisch zwakke wijk, de Katholieke Daltonschool Bisschop Bekkers, op de manier 
waarop de ontwikkeling van een kunst-&filosofielab bij zou kunnen dragen aan het 
herstellen van de verstoorde balans tussen vaste grip en vrije handeling in deze 
schoolpraktijk. Het onderwijs op de school is door de systeemdruk die voortkomt 
uit het huidige onderwijsbeleid en de maatschappelijke problematiek in de wijk te 
veel op vaste grip gericht geworden. Er ligt veel nadruk op cognitieve prestaties, 
disciplinering en op testen. 

Door te kiezen voor actieonderzoek is het zoeken naar het herstellen van deze balans 
een gezamenlijke ontdekkingsreis van mij, als participatief onderzoeker, en de school 
geworden. Wij delen de aanname dat ruimte voor de vrije handeling in het onderwijs 
van belang is. Kinderen moeten als vrije en moedige mensen een eigen plaats kunnen 
vinden in een complexe, ‘meerstemmige’ wereld.
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"Enjoying Internet Education" by Nimai Chandra Ghosh
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