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Moreover, a number of successful initiatives have remained under the GSG umbrella,
such as the Centre for East Asian Studies (CEASG) and the prominent chairs of Professor
Max van den Berg – initiating public debates on European immigration policies - and
of Professor Jacques Zeelen – initiating the highly productive Youth, Education, Work
(YEW) network, and meanwhile also UNESCO Chair holder. In the field of education ,
GSG continues to make a substantial contribution to internationalisation by recruiting
fellowship PhD candidates in various disciplines, in coordinating the large universitywide minor programme in Development Studies, and in supporting or running a
range of summer schools on global issues (eight of which took place in 2018). The
success of these activities is reported below, showing how GSG contributes to the
internationalisation of education and research at the University of Groningen, and in
particular to the university’s focal themes of Energy, Healthy Ageing, and Sustainable
Society.

Introduction
A truly interfaculty institute boosting new global initiatives of RUG staff and
research groups, as well as promoting and enhancing the international profile of
our university, that is the core function of Globalisation Studies Groningen. Under
the inspiring leadership of Professor Joost Herman, GSG’s mission is and will be to
initiate and facilitate projects of staff that will ultimately flourish independently in
their own faculty – primarily a facilitating function. Examples of this approach are the
Global Health Law Groningen (GHLG) research centre, the Science, Technology and
Innovation Network Groningen for Sustainability (STINGS) group, and the Groningen
Research Center for Southeast Asia and Asean (SEA-ASEAN).
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To accomplish all this during 2018 proved quite a challenge with a reduced core staff
on account of a job change and an early retirement. However, at the time of writing
this report GSG boasts a largely new and largely female team headed, since August
1, 2019, by our new deputy director Dr. Gerda van Roozendaal, who will be acting
director during Joost Herman’s sick leave.
We remain grateful for the support of the Board of the University of Groningen, the
College of Deans and the Board of the Faculty of Arts in hosting Globalisation Studies
Groningen.
This report is meant to be a source for inspiration. We hope it will give you a clear
understanding of the scope and activities of GSG, its role in the university with regard
to internationalization and the opportunities it offers for all faculties to collaborate
on globalisation issues.
Dr. Pieter Boele van Hensbroek – Deputy Director of GSG in 2018
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About GSG
Globalisation Studies Groningen is an interfaculty research institute. Its task is to
promote and develop initiatives and joint projects in the University of Groningen in
research and education on issues of globalization including widely different themes
such as development cooperation, humanitarian action, global health, environment
and sustainability, international conflict and security. The research themes of GSG
reinforce the university’s central research themes of Healthy Ageing, Energy and
Sustainable Society. Because of its broad thematic field and interdisciplinary approach,
GSG collaborates with staff from most faculties of the university. The Faculty of Arts
provides housing and administrative support to GSG.

The approach of GSG
1. Promoting the specific internationalization ambitions of the university (such as
U4, East Asian policy, linking to external funding agencies, to the Coimbra Groups of
European universities, attracting PhD candidates from all over the world).
2. Providing flexible and effective support to project initiatives and applications of
(especially newly incoming) University of Groningen staff in order to make these a
success; providing e.g. pre-financing, administrative, PR, and lobby support.
3. Spotting opportunities for institutions and organizations outside the university and
linking these to university staff in order to advance successful joint projects.
4. Expanding the set of attractive educational options in the fields of Global Studies,
Development, and Humanitarian Studies at BA, MA and PhD levels, and via summer
schools.
Research
We bring together and coordinate several interdisciplinary research groups and
assist in organising events, from hosting individual guests to organising large-scale
international conferences. Bringing together researchers who otherwise would not
have been aware of opportunities to collaborate is one of the great added values
the GSG can create. We also frequently assist faculty in writing research proposals,
tender submissions, and in several cases manage the resulting projects.

Funding and contribution of GSG
GSG was established and is funded by all faculties and the Board of the University. Its
basic budget is €240.00, to which €96.000 was added through self-generated income
in 2018. Every five years an application for renewed funding is made. In 2018, GSG
core staff was around 2 fte, supplemented by a number of associated staff and special
professorships.

Teaching
We enhance existing interfaculty educational programmes and initiate new
programmes in the connected areas of globalisation, development and humanitarian
cooperation. Examples are the master programme East Asia Studies, the minor
Development Studies and a number of summer schools. Both national and
international students benefit from these programmes.

Apart from benefiting the university academically, GSG contributes substantially to all
faculties by, for example, recruiting externally funded PhD students into the university
and by initiating and facilitating externally funded projects. In the past years, GSG
attracted over twenty externally funded PHD researchers for various faculties and
facilitated about twenty successful project applications. For further details, see our
5-Year Evaluation Report 2011-2015.

Communication & Representation
We act as a clearing house for information internally and externally. GSG promotes
the internationalization strategy of the University of Groningen at home and abroad.
We also represent the university in international communities, such as NOHA /
Humanitarian Net , the Coimbra Group of European Universities, and are a member
of a number of international networks.
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Prof. dr. Jacques Zeelen is professor of Lifelong Learning and Social
Intervention in the Context of Globalisation. At the same time he
holds the UNESCO Chair on Lifelong Learning, Youth and Work,
at Gulu University in Uganda. He coordinates the international
network: Youth, Education, Work (YEW).

Core Staff and
Associated Staff
The core staff of GSG consisted in 2018 of a director (0.5 fte), deputy director (0.5 fte),
Office manager (0,6 fte), PR support (0,3 fte). Staff of institutes and initiatives under
the umbrella of GSG (such as CEASG, YEW, CSS) are associated staff.

Mr. Jarno Hoving is the office manager of GSG.

Prof. dr. Tjalling Halbertsma is professor in East Asian Studies
with a special focus on Mongolia. He is head of the Centre for
East Asia Studies Groningen (CEASG).

Prof. dr. mr. Joost Herman is director of GSG and professor in
Globalisation Studies and Humanitarian Action.
Jennieke Oordt is office manager of CEASG.

Dr. Pieter Boele van Hensbroek is deputy director of GSG and
coordinator of education and research.
Dr. Tim Wittig is Assistant Professor of Globalization Studies and
Humanitarian Action and a senior research fellow with GSG. He
is co-coordinator of the RUG summer school on ‘Illicit Trade,’ and
director of the Center for Security and Sustainability within GSG.
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Prof. Chris Lamont is Head of Japan Affairs at CEASG.
From April 2018, Chris Lamont took on the position of Associate
Professor of International Relations in the Institute for International
Strategy at Tokyo International University, but continued in his
role as organizer of the Cres Summer School on Transitional Justice
(2018), and contributed to the 3rd Pusan-Groningen Annual form
hosted by CEASG.

Dr. Sungkong Choi is an associate researcher with CEASG, Korean
Studies coordinator and organiser of Korea Summer Schools. She is
a member of staff of the Faculty of Economics & Business.

Prof. Max van den Berg holds the Honorary Chair
of Global Governance and Sustainable Livelihood
at GSG. He participates in various programmes
at RUG and organises major public events.
Conference on Migration and Development
- Towards a common agenda for Africa and
Europe? Opportunities and obstacles hosted by
Max van de Berg
On December 14, 2018, Max van den Berg
organized a conference on Migration and
Development with GSG and SIB-Groningen.
Topics discussed were; migration, climate
change, insecurity and how inequality strongly
affect countries in Africa as well as in Europe.
Prominent speakers from politics, society, academia and government raised questions
like: Is it possible to tackle these issues through a common agenda based on shared
interests? Where can we find realistic opportunities for co-operation without turning
to wishful thinking? And which practical steps should be taken at the national,
European and African level?

Prof. Ronald Holzhacker, scientific director of the Groningen Research
Centre for Southeast Asia and ASEAN (SEA-ASEAN). SEA-ASEAN is
now positioned under the Faculty of Spatial Sciences.
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Introducing GSG Governor Sabine Otten

Board of Governors
Robert Lensink (chair Board of Governors) - Professor of
Finance at the Faculty of Economics and Business

Jaap de Wilde – Professor of International Relations and
International Organisation at the Faculty of Arts

Sabine Otten – Professor of Intergroup Relations and Social
Integration at the Faculty of Behavioural and Social Sciences

In 2018 we said goodbye to our governor, Paul Luiten, and welcomed Sabine Otten to take his place on
the board. Sabine is Professor of Intergroup Relations and Social Integration at the Faculty of Behavioural
and Social Sciences.
Where are you from and what did you study?
I’m from Germany and I was born in the Western part of
the country as it was still divided back then. I studied
Social Psychology at Munster University and later on got a
job there as well. After the unification I moved to Eastern
Germany where I lived for a while. After some time in the
US I decided I was ready to move abroad and applied for
a job in the Netherlands. I have been working here for
more than sixteen years now. I have studied and worked in
psychology almost my whole life. Already in my second year
of my studies I had a special interest in social psychology and
that’s the field where I stayed in. I did my PhD in that field
and now have a full professorship in Social Psychology at the
University of Groningen. I am also the director of education
in psychology here at the university.
What is your connection with the research topics from
GSG: globalisation, humanitarianism and development?
I think there is a pretty close link to my work. My specific area of expertise is intergroup relations and
social integration. I am interested in identity issues and in the last eight years or so I did a lot of research
together with my PhD students on inclusion and on diversity. In that context cultural diversity is a highly
relevant topic. Also, in my role as teaching director I’m very much interested in internationalization at this
university, especially in the situation of international students and their inclusion here. This all together
is closely linked to GSG’s research topics.
I also have a small link with the focus on developing countries, which is for Globalisation Studies
Groningen and involves a PhD project that I supervised with another GSG Governor Robert Lensink and
my dear colleague Nina Hansen. This was a project on how getting access to micro-finance can have an
effect on interpersonal relations for the people that get that money in developing countries like Vietnam
or Sri Lanka. That was a project that was closest to GSG’s focus points.
What is your role within GSG?
I was asked to join GSG in 2018 and attended my first meeting at the end of that year. I see my role in
a way to just get social sciences and our faculty for behavioral and social sciences a bit more visible
within GSG and introduce GSG within my faculty. If you look at the list of activities that were done in the
past, there are several done with my faculty but it is very much linked to just a few people. I have to say
personally I did not know much about GSG before becoming a governor. I don’t think that should be the
case, so that is my mission a little bit. To enhance the links between my faculty and GSG.
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academic partnerships in East Asia. CEASG and GSG continue to cooperate by jointly
organizing projects, summer schools, research and other activities.

Research
and Projects
GSG helps nurture ideas into projects by providing flexible support and advice to staff
of all faculties, such as lobbying, networking, fund-raising, pre-financing and public
relations. In addition, GSG initiates new research projects by linking external initiatives
in the field of globalization to university researchers. In some cases the coordination
of projects remains with GSG, in other cases projects are administered by the faculty
concerned. In 2018, two research centres were directly linked to GSG: the Centre
for East Asia Studies (CEASG) and the Centre for Security and Sustainability. On the
following pages a selection of projects is portrayed in which GSG was or still is involved.

Centre for East Asia Studies (CEASG)
– Faculty of Arts
The Centre for East Asian Studies Groningen (CEASG) is an inter-faculty institute
launched by the Faculty of Arts and facilitated by Globalisation Studies Groningen.
CEASG initiates and supports interdisciplinary teaching and research on contemporary
China, Japan, Korea and Mongolia, and aims to strengthen and expand the University’s
11

Through its academic staff, the Centre partners with the European Studies Centre at
Tsinghua University (Beijing), the PNU-Groningen Research Centre at Pusan National
University (Busan), the Dutch Studies Centre at Osaka University (Osaka) and the
Dutch Studies Centre at Fudan University (Shanghai).
The Centre coordinates the master’s specialization East Asian Studies on the political
economy and international relations of contemporary East Asia (MA IRIO, 60 ECTS).
The Centre further initiates and facilitates grant applications regarding Chinese,
Japanese, Korean, Mongolian and East Asian studies. In addition, CEASG facilitates
lectures, seminars and conferences on contemporary East Asia at the University of
Groningen.
IR Master track East Asian Studies (International Relations)
The Centre for East Asian Studies Groningen (CEASG) coordinates the Master
specialization in East Asian Studies (MA IRIO, 60 ECTS). The specialization is part of
the International Relations and International Organization (IRIO) programme. The
Master’s specialization is organized around the achievements, opportunities and
challenges facing East Asia and taught by international staff. The programme takes a
multidisciplinary approach and focuses on the political economy and international
relations of China, Japan, Korea and Mongolia. Work placement and study abroad in
China, Japan and Korea are optional.
PNU-Groningen Research Centre (PGRC)
PGRC is a partnership between Pusan National University (PNU) and the University
of Groningen. The Centre is hosted by the College of Economics and International
Trade at PNU, Busan. At the University of Groningen, the Centre is facilitated by
Globalisation Studies Groningen (GSG) and the Centre for East Asian Studies
Groningen (CEASG). The partnership is coordinated by PNU alumna dr. Sunkung
Choi, assistant professor at the Faculty of Economics and Business in Groningen.
The interfaculty Centre follows the successful examples of the Dutch Studies Centre at
Fudan University in Shanghai, the International Studies Centre at Tsinghua University
in Beijing, the Dutch Studies Centre at Osaka University, and the recently launched
research Centre for South East Asia and ASEAN at Gadjah Mada in Yogyakarta.
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PNU summerschool – Understanding the Netherlands - 2-22 July 2018
The aim of this summer school was to develop an understanding of how the
Netherlands, as a medium-sized country, has been able to maintain high welfare levels
in a region dominated by (regional) international powers such as Germany, France
and the UK. Specialization and flexibility, both in politics and the economy, seem to
characterize this position. From a Korean perspective, Korea being surrounded by
powerful economies such as China and Japan, there may be valuable lessons to be
learned from the Dutch experience. The lectures and seminars took place over a
two-week period which offered participants the unique possibility to learn and travel
within the Netherlands.
After an introduction on the political and historical characteristics of the Netherlands
and Dutch leadership, the focus shifted to themes such as international relations, the
service economy and the role of export-oriented agriculture. There were excursions
to The Hague (the capital of diplomacy), the Port of Rotterdam (the busiest container
port in Europe) and the world famous cheese market in Gouda.

Some CEASG highlights in 2018:
10 January
14 January
20 February
14 March
21 March
7 March
4 April
31 May
11 June
11 June
14 June
30 July
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CEASG Welcomes visiting researcher Mr. Byung-Wan Choi
CEASG welcomes visiting researchers Ms. Sunae Park and Mr. Taeho
Yong
Lecture Night of IR ‘Mongolia and the invention of Diplomacy’ by
prof. Tjalling Halbertsma
Valedictory lecture Garrie van Pinxteren on Chinese Journalism
Scholarship opportunity: CEASG scholarship to PNU Summer School
in July/August
Book presentation Clemens Six: Secularism, Decolonisation, and the
Cold War in South and Southeast Asia
Guest Lecture Ambassador of India: Marching into the future with
confidence
Workshop on “EU foreign policy and the response from East Asia”
Lecture CEASG & Studium Generale: De Kim-Dynastie, De NoordKoreaanse Droom? (in Dutch)
Opening Photo exhibition Reading North Korea
CEASG Conference|Europe and East Asia since 1945: A historical
survey
PNU Summer School - Understanding the Netherlands
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Youth, Education and Work (YEW) Network
– Faculty of Behavioural and Social Sciences
YEW is a global network of scholars and practitioners who use research to contribute to
solutions that help youth develop productive learn-work biographies and find meaningful
(self-) employment. Global challenges of youth unemployment, social exclusion and
lifelong learning are being addressed through participatory research approaches
that connect stakeholders and are embedded in local and practical knowledge while
maintaining high academic standards. Through joint publications, student exchanges,
conferences and seminars the Youth, Education and Work network involves research
institutions, companies, government, civil society and youth from several countries in
South America, North America, Africa, Middle East and Europe. The network emerged
from the former research project, Early School Leaving in Africa (ESLA), which started in
2007. It involves nine PhD studies of candidates from Uganda, India and The Netherlands,
mostly benefiting from an NFP fellowship. YEW has developed strong linkages with
important organisations in the field, such as Child and Youth Finance, Edukans, Gulu
University, Makerere University, Uganda Martyrs University, and San Gil University in
Colombia.
In relation to the YEW network, Professor Jacques Zeelen of GSG has been appointed to
the UNESCO Chair in Lifelong Learning, Youth, and Work at Gulu University in Uganda.
YEW is coordinated by GSG. Some of the highlights of 2018
4 Jan – 20 Jan

Several public lectures in Goa, India, with the theme Vocational Education and
Training

April

GSG researcher has been appointed on the TTV projects (Toekomstbestendig
Technisch Vakmanschap)

9 Apr – 2 May

Work visit Uganda: lecture on action research at Makerere University, round
table at Gulu University.

23 – 29 April

Organisation multi-day Participatory Action Research workshop Mukona,
South Africa

15 May 2018

Work visit to Valencia: meet up with partners EVENT project - method and
tools development for career service centers (Collaboration with Upsalla
University, University of Groningen, University of Valencia en five Vietnamese
universities).

18 June 2018

Work visit Paris: Lecture + examinator during lecture series Colombia
University
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13 July – 2 Aug

Summer school in Uganda, aansluitend met UNESCO Chair activities +
begeleiding PhD students

13 -31 Oct

Work Visit to India: Bangalore and Goa lectures

1 Nov

Workshop at OTIB – Work Branche Conference – Education in Assen, NL

6-10 Nov

Work visit to Colombia University and WOS (Workforce Opportunity Services)
project, in New York. Knowledge exchange for the TTV-project.

24 Nov

Work Visit to Uganda: UNESCO Chair activities + workshop at PhD research
project R. Jjuuko.

7 Dec

Granting of the starting application for the NWO/NRO 'Vocational Education
3rd Round 2018-2019'

14 Dec

Contribution to the Migration Conference GSG

Summer School on Youth, education and work in (post-) conflict areas, Gulu Uganda
In July 2018 Globalisation Studies Groningen organised a summer school on the topic of
Youth, education and work in (post-)conflict areas in Gulu, northern Uganda in cooperation
with the section Lifelong Learning of the faculty of Behavioural and Social Sciences of
the University of Groningen and Gulu University. The summer school was attended by
scholars and practitioners, students and lecturers from Uganda and from Europe and the
Americas. The programme included
the sharing of research results on
youth initiatives in different (post-)
conflict areas, fieldwork on different
themes in and around Gulu which was
once the battle ground of the infamous
Lord’s Resistance Army and at the
end an afternoon filled with inspiring
presentations and discussions on the
results of the fieldwork. A book based
on the outcomes of this summer
school and the previous one on
the same theme in Groningen is in
preparation.
Photo: Market visit in Gulu, Josje van der Linden
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Center for Security and Sustainability (CSS)
– Faculty of Arts
CSS is an initiative of GSG and dr. Timothy Wittig and builds upon the latter’s extensive
experience and research on wildlife trafficking. CSS aims to inform and promote evidencebased action against threats to sustainable societies and the world's natural heritage, such
as wild life trafficking. It involves: 1) Evidence-based education, training, and mentorship
initiatives for practitioners; 2) Linking conservation and sustainability initiatives, public
sector agencies and private, and non-profit sector partners together; 3) Direct research
support to partner institutions and communities.

Presenting in October 2018 on a panel at the London
IWT Conference chaired by former UK foreign
secretary William Hague.

Through a grant from the Royal
Foundation, the Center for Security
and
Sustainability
provided
critical and innovative support
to a groundbreaking publicprivate-academic
partnership,
the United for Wildlife Transport
and Financial Taskforces. The
Taskforces
bring
together
private sector industries to use
information and analysis to take
action against wildlife trafficking,
and currently encompass over 80%
of the world's shipping industry,
most major airlines, and over 25
global banks, as well as a variety
of relevant governmental and nongovernmental partners.

•
•
•
•
•

Built a large network of research and analysis partners from other universities, think
tanks, and NGOs also working on wildlife trafficking issues.
Implemented a formal research collaboration with Johns Hopkins University Applied
Physics Laboratory on using artificial intelligence and machine learning to enhance
data collection and analysis relating to wildlife trafficking.
Presented on a high level panel at the international London Conference on the
Illegal Wildlife Trade.
Presented to a number of high level meetings, including with Taskforce Convenor
Prince William and Chair former UK foreign secretary William Hague, on wildlife
trafficking issues.
Served on the secretariat which established the United for Wildlife Financial
Taskforce, modelled after the success of the UfW Transport Taskforce

Summer School on Illicit Trade –
The dark side of globalization
This unique summer school course pierced
the veil of secrecy around these issues and
teaches students about illicit financing and
trading; not only through theory and book
study, but by learning the actual practices
and techniques criminals, terrorists, and
dictators use to obscure their profits and
evade accountability for their actions, and
the corresponding techniques to counter
them. Students learn how to set up offshore companies and bank accounts, obscure the
beneficial ownership of assets, exploit the loopholes of dual-use goods legal systems,
and identify vulnerabilities in particular institutions, countries, and jurisdictions. This
summer school was organized by Francesco Giumelli and Tim Wittig.

GSG, through the work of Dr. Tim Wittig and the Center for Security and Sustainability,
had the following accomplishments in 2018:
• Created a database of wildlife trafficking trends, typologies, and ‘red flags’ for use by
Taskforce members from industry and government.
• Created a web portal to share and publish analysis on wildlife trafficking for the United
for Wildlife Transport Taskforce members.
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PRUV: Preparedness and Resilience to address Urban Vulnerability
(Horizon 2020 programme)
- Faculty of Arts
Preparedness and Resilience to address Urban Vulnerability (PRUV) is a Horizon 2020
Marie Skłodowska-Curie Research and Innovation Staff Exchange Evaluations (RISE)
project running from January 2016 to December 2019. PRUV is a collaboration of
GSG with its academic partners University College Dublin, Ruhr-Universität Bochum,
Universidad de Deusto, Universitas Gadjah Mada as well as private partners Concern
Worldwide, the Jesuit Refugee Service, Yayasan Cipta Cara Padu (YCCP), Future
Analytics and Plan Limited. The three cities this research is focused on are Nairobi,
Bogotá and Jakarta. GSG is directly involved in PRUV through Joost Herman and Clara
Egger.

In October 2018, the workshop International Law for the Sustainable Development
Goals Sustainable, Safe and Resilient Urban Settlements: The Right to the City &
Urban Inclusivity and Vulnerability in Urban Contexts”, took place, hosted by
the Department of Transboundary Legal Studies, University of Groningen, with
contributions from Joost Herman and many others.
PRUV is project that is part of the STINGS working group. STINGS stands for
Science, Technology and Innovation Network Groningen for Sustainability and
is a collaboration between SSG from the Faculty of Science and Engineering,
Globalisation Studies Groningen (GSG), part of the Faculty of Arts, and the Ubbo
Emmius Fund (EUF). More information can be found below.

The overall objective of the PRUV project is to develop evidence-based solutions
that will inform preparedness and resilience interventions in order to make a lasting,
sustainable contribution to addressing urban vulnerability through progressive
conceptualization and technological innovation. The intended outcome of the project
is an index to measure vulnerability within urban informal settlements, drawing on
baseline household survey results from the three PRUV cities. Specific areas that are
addressed include:
•
•
•
•
•

the relationship between resilience and socio-economic issues across a range
of societal institutions.
the theoretical and practical gaps in the protection of crisis-affected 		
communities and vulnerable groups in urban settings in order to acquire new
evidence-based knowledge to foster resilience.
the contribution of existing legal frameworks at different levels of 			
governance to urban resilience and how they can be improved.
positioning urban resilience within the human security paradigm.
modelling the effectiveness of public health preparedness interventions in
urban settings for improving household, community, and local government
resilience to humanitarian crises.
Photo credit: Sopan Sopian from Pixabay - fisherman in Jakarta, one of the focus cities of PRUV
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Below you can find a selection of projects, networks and institutes which GSG was actively
involved in during their initial stages and which are now functioning independently
within their own faculties. They maintain less intensive links with GSG now, occasionally
collaborating with GSG on the organization of events and other activities. This network of
people and projects all focused on an aspect of globalization is a great added value for the
university as a whole.

The Groningen Research Centre for Southeast Asia and ASEAN (SEA
ASEAN) linked with the Gadjah Mada University in Indonesia
– Faculty of Spatial Sciences
For the past several years SEA-ASEAN centre director, Ronald Holzhacker, has been working
closely with GSG and the Centre for East Asian Studies on different subjects. He established
the Groningen Research Centre for Southeast Asia (SEA-ASEAN) in 2014. The aim of the SEAASEAN centre is to further develop interdisciplinary research on contemporary Southeast
Asia and ASEAN.
The (SEA ASEAN) builds on the existing Spirit Indonesia Groningen (SInGA) research team on
governance. It includes studies in the traditionally democratic, middle-income countries in
Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, and the Philippines, as well as two countries in political and
economic transition, Vietnam and Myanmar. An interdisciplinary team of scholars and PhD
researchers are engaged with theory-driven comparative research focused on governance,
societal impact, and sustainable society in Southeast
Asia. SInGA director, Ronald Holzhacker (Chicago, US,
1961), was appointed Ubbo Emmius Endowed Professor
in Comparative Multi-Level Governance and Regional
Structure in the Faculty of Spatial Sciences and is
sponsored by Unilever Indonesia and Shell Indonesia. His
inaugural lecture Building Bridges: Governance, Societal
Impact, and Sustainable Society in Southeast Asia was
held in November 2015. Several conferences were held,
such as at the Netherlands Royal Academy of Arts and
Sciences (KNAW) in Amsterdam. SInGA research also
resulted in the book Decentralization and Governance in
Indonesia (New York: Springer 2015).
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On 29 to 31 October 2018, the Groningen Research Centre for Southeast Asia and
ASEAN (SEA ASEAN) organized a conference in Brussels, ‘Challenges of Governance for
Innovation, Resilience, and Sustainability’ organized by the University of Groningen,
the Netherlands, with Gadjah Mada University, Indonesia. The conference brought
together nearly fifty scholars and policy-makers to discuss issues surrounding resiliency
and fragility, science and innovation,
and smart urban planning for the
SDGs in Southeast Asia. Scholars
from universities from each of the ten
ASEAN member states participated,
along with representatives from
the UN, the EU, and ASEAN
(represented by Singapore holding
the ASEAN rotating presidency), and
the Indonesian and Netherlands
embassies. The conference also
served as a book launch for the
edited volume Sustainable Development Goals in Southeast Asia and ASEAN:
National and Regional Approaches (Leiden, Boston, Singapore: Brill 2019) edited by
Prof. Ronald Holzhacker (University of Groningen) and Dr. Dafri Agussalim (Gadjah
Mada University) with many of the authors from across Southeast Asia participating.
The conference included high-level keynote speakers from various parts of the EU,
including the EU External Action Service, DG Development and Cooperation, and DG
Research and Governance.

International Network Observatory for Global Strategy and
Big Data (INO)
– Campus Fryslân
GSG and prof. Andrej Zwitter were co-founders of the international consortium of
academic and non-academic partners INO, founded in 2014 and still working on
research topics related to Big Data, Global Strategy, and Ethics. Consortium Partners
are the Centre for Applied Research in Security Innovation (CASI), Liverpool Hope
University; TIPE - The Initiative for Professional Ethics, Texas A&M, Qatar; Austrian
Institute for International Politics (OIIP); European Centre for Applied Research
(ECFAR); FACT (Foundation for Art and Creative Technology).
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Global Health Law Research Groningen (GHLG) Research Centre
– Faculty of Law and University Medical Centre Groningen
Global Health Law Groningen (GHLG) is based in
the Law Faculty and works in a multidisciplinary
setting, focusing on various health dimensions from
the perspective of international and domestic law.
With a wide range of highly qualified members and
fellows, GHLG works in many different fields regarding
international health law. The team includes around 15 researchers from the Faculty of
Law, University Medical Centre Groningen, other Universities in the Netherlands, and
participants from civil society.GSG (Joost Herman) was involved in launching GHLG in
2015. At the moment there are no active links between GHLG and GSG.
Research topics relate to international health law range from key expertise in tobacco
control and access to medicines and medicine regulation, to issues like reproductive
health, vulnerability and migration, accountability, and climate change. In 2018, several
events were organized, such as
•
•
•
•
•

Workshop Gender, Health and Sustainable Development: The Role for 		
International Human Rights Law
Preconference seminar on Comparisons of Dutch and Chinese health laws and
systems in light of human rights. For more info contact: Yi.Zhang@rug.nl
Conference Law & Noncommunicable Diseases: The Crosscutting Role of Law
in NCD Control and Regulating Risk Factors.
Seminar International Law and Cannabis Policy: Options for Reform? With Dr.
Allyn Taylor (University of Washington), co-organized with the Research Centre
on Public Order, Anti-social Behavior and Security of the University of Groningen.
Summer School on Health and Human Rights: The Global Crisis of 			
Noncommunicable Diseases.
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Photo credit: Image by Anton Wagner from Pixabay - People getting water in Burkina Faso

Science, Technology and Innovation Network Groningen for
Sustainability (STINGS)
– Faculty of Science and Engineering
STINGS was initiated by the Science & Society Group of the faculty of Natural Sciences
(now the Faculty of Science and Engineering) together with GSG and the Ubbo Emmius
Fund of the RUG. It has developed into a strong research partner in various consortia,
operating several major programmes in the field of sustainability, resulting in EU and
NWO financed programmes. For example, such programmes focus on the use and
regulation of biotechnology in Africa; tackling urban vulnerabilities; innovation in the
field of potato breeding in West Africa; and biological research into vultures in West
Africa. Prominent projects include the EU funded EDULINK-FSBA project on Food
Security and Biotechnology in Africa (which successfully developed an online curriculum
on applications of biotechnology in furthering agriculture in Africa – the project finished
in 2018: www.rug.nl/fwn/edulink-fsba), and the Horizon 2020 Marie Sklodowska-Curie
RISE PRUV project on ‘Preparedness and Resilience to address Urban Vulnerabilities’
(see below). In 2018 also Clément Daboné from Burkina Faso defended his PhD on
vultures in Burkina Faso and started a new ESRIG-financed study of sustainability and
vultures in Burkina Faso and Benin. GSG director Joost Herman remains to be part of
the core team of STINGS.
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Teaching
		and Education
The University of Groningen aims to expose students to a truly international world,
thus including programmes relating to Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East,
as well as programmes relating to global problems such as security, environmental
sustainability, migration and cultural diversity. GSG supports such programmes by
linking faculty staff, advertising courses, and assisting in organising special conferences,
summer schools and workshops. The strategy of the University of Groningen is
to mainstream globalisation-relevant subjects in the various disciplinary degree
programmes rather than developing separate programmes in Development Studies or
in Globalisation Studies.
Minor Development Studies
The GSG-coordinated minor Development Studies continued to prosper. In 2018, over
90 students from all faculties were registered for the 30 ECTS / full semester minor. In
addition, many students took single courses from the set of Minor courses as electives.
A two-week summer school in rural Tanzania together with Tanzanian and Chinese
students is now fully integrated as an elective in the minor programme. In the past, GSG
staff supported the development of courses in various faculties which are still running
to this date (Global Health, Aziatische Filosofische Tradities and Indian Philosophy).
These course are not part of the minor. The programme consists of courses from
the faculties of Economics & Business, Arts, Social and Behavioural Sciences, Spatial
Sciences, Theology and Religious Studies, and Science and Engineering. The course
programme includes the following nine 5-ECTS modules:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Global Development Studies,
Governance of International Solidarity,
Environment and Development,
Ethnicity, Culture and Politics,
Topical Themes in Development Studies,
Social and Institutional Change,
Anthropology, an Introduction
Reading Seminar – Key Debates.
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Some of the courses of the minor are also part of a regular degree programme. The
four courses below, however, were developed with or by GSG exclusively for the
minor:
Module developed with/by GSG
Ethnicity, Culture and Politics
Reading Seminar: Key Debates in
Development Studies
Governance of International Solidarity:
Dutch Perspectives
Topical Themes in Development Studies

Enrollment 2018-19
125
63
80
44

The course Governance of International Solidarity: Dutch Perspectives is also part of
the Dutch Studies Programme of the Faculty of Arts.
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Summer/Winter Schools
Every year Globalisation Studies Groningen staff organise several summer schools
and assist in organising a number of others.
Winter Schools
21 Jan – 2
Feb
6-17 Nov

Understanding the Netherlands: Success Factors of Sunkung Choi
a Medium-Sized Economy (Groningen)
Land Acquisition, Resettlement and Social
Frank VanClay
Sustainability (Groningen)

Summer Schools
1-12 July
4-12 July

9-14 July

18 – 29 July
20-30 July
13-25 Aug

Transitional Justice and the Politics of Memory
(Croatia)
RANEPA Intensive Course - Politics and Ethics
from a Global, Regional and Local Perspective
(Groningen)
Illicit Trade (Groningen)

Chris Lamont
Joost Herman

Tim Wittig
/ Francesco
Giumelli
Frank VanClay

Land Acquisition, Resettlement and Social
Sustainability (Mozambique)
Youth, education and work in (post-) conflict areas Jacques Zeelen
(Uganda)
ACE: Africa, China and Europe Intensive
Sepideh
Programme in Development Studies (Tanzania)
Yousefzadeh
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GSG Promoting
PhD Research
GSG promotes and coordinates PhD studies in the field of globalization studies at various
faculties of the University of Groningen. We link Groningen staff to PhD candidates,
candidates to possible supervisors, and organize the clustering of PhD researchers
into successful collaboration networks. GSG staff is very active in supervising PhD
candidates, with an average of over fifteen PhD projects connected to GSG. Professor
Joost Herman and Dr. Yongjun Zhao annually visit the Beijing China Scholarship Council
(CSC) Fair where thousands of Chinese students from all the top Chinese universities
search for a place at a foreign university. Every year several of these candidates opt to
conduct their PhD studies at one of the faculties in Groningen with a China Scholarship
Council fellowship. In 2018, GSG staff visited several PhD fairs in both Indonesia and
Beijing to interview potential PhD students to join the university of Groningen.

28

The GSG PhD Hub strategy was initiated in 2013 in order to create attractive,
multidisciplinary theme groups for PhD studies in the field of globalisation. Hubs
consist of a group of PhD researchers and one or several University of Groningen
professors. Themes are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Humanitarian and Conflict Studies
Governance for sustainable resource use
Good governance and sustainable society
Education and Lifelong Learning for Social Inclusion
Essential legislation for access to medicine
Religion and Conflict
Research in ethics and globalization (discontinued 2016)

PhD candidates (co-)supervised by GSG staff
Robert Jjuuko (Uganda); Maha Bhobe (India); Bastiaan Aardema (Netherlands);
Chamutal Afek-Eitam (Israel, Netherlands); Cong Duan (China); Q. Xu (China); Yiping
Duan (China); Xingyu Yan (China); Bin Jiang (China); Marit Blaak (Netherlands);
Nathalie Beekman (Netherlands); Femke Bijker (Netherlands). Muhadi Sugiono
(Indonesia), Heribertus Jaka Triyana (Indonesia), Taufiq Hidayat Putra (Indonesia).
GSG PhD Students Graduated in 2018
Kusumawati, P. N. L. (2018). Foreign Direct Investment, Inclusive Growth, and
Institutions in Indonesia. Supervisor: Joost Herman
Wang, Y. (2018). Grassroots NGOs and Environmental Governance in China:
Institutional Opportunities and Constraints. Supervisor: Joost Herman
Clark, M. D. (2018). Humanitarian multi-track diplomacy: Conceptualizing the
Definitive, Particular, and Critical Role of Diplomatic Function in Humanitarian Action.
Supervisor: Joost Herman
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