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European Integration qualifies as perhaps the most interesting experiment in present-day 

international relations. Most observers underpin the significance of its main results: organised 

peace, the European internal market and the European Union as its institutional expression.  

 

Nevertheless, although the EU qualifies as a polity, it is far from clear what kind of polity the 

Union was, is and will be. Traditional theories of international relations tried to explain Europe in 

the making in terms of an Intergovernmental Organisation (IGO) and legal scholars usually argue 

that it is sui generis. Today’s EU does indeed still have some intergovernmental traits, especially 

in the area of ‘high politics’ (security and defence). However, its far-reaching supranational 

characteristics - an integrated common market, a common currency, a directly elected parliament 

and a body of law with direct effect and precedence over the legal systems of their Member States 

- are key in defining the EU’s nature. It is precisely these con-federal and federal traits which have 

pushed the EU cooperation framework beyond the IGO label, with an increasing number of ‘state-

like’ features. 

 

This current status of the EU has an impact on how the EU functions and is perceived in the 

globalising world we live in today. The EU’s power as an economic, political or military actor 

changes constantly. This was recently described by EU Commissioner Thierry Breton, as he stated: 

“In the current perma-crisis context, the European Union needs to find the means to harness 

globalisation differently. We need to be more assertive and less naïve in defending our economic 
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interests and our values”.1 Over the past decades, ‘the EU in the world’ has been a key theme in 

European Studies, International Relations, European Law, European Economics, European 

History and other studies of European integration. These studies acknowledge the fact that the EU 

‘as such’ has acquired a role on the global stage, alongside and, in close cooperation with its own 

Member States. While knowledge thus exists, it is confined to the disciplinary silos that make up 

our scholarly community. The present conference aims to confront the different perspectives and 

insights to better understand the role of the Union in a globalising world. 

 

To address this question, Prof. Dr. Anjo Harryvan and Prof. Dr. Ramses Wessel, together with 

their teams, will be organising a conference themed ‘The European Union in a Globalising World: 

Multidisciplinary Perspectives’. We invite both established and early-career academics (PhD 

candidates and post-docs) with an interest in the European Union and its position in the world. The 

goal of the organising partners is to increase the proportion of young academics at its events, and 

this group are therefore particularly encouraged to apply. 

 

We encourage both theoretically, empirically and dogmatically driven works on the following 

indicative and non-exhaustive themes, which can all be approached from different academic 

perspectives. While mono-disciplinary proposals are very welcome, it will be necessary to indicate 

the importance of the approach for other academic disciplines. Final papers will also be aimed at 

a multidisciplinary audience as the main goal of the conference is to learn from each other’s 

insights. Obviously, different themes can be combined. 

 

a. Europeanisation and globalisation 

b. The EU as a military power in the world 

c. The EU as an economic bloc in the world 

d. The European Union’s sanction regime 

e. The global reach of EU law 

f. Normative power Europe 

g. The EU and other global regions 

h. The EU in a multipolar world  

i. EU neighbourhood and enlargement policy 

j. The EU and other international institutions 

k. The EU and international dispute 

settlement 

l. Global crises and their impact on European 

integration 

m. A digital Europe in an interconnected 

world 

n. Strategic autonomy and strategic relations  

o. Teaching Europe in a globalising world 

 

Please submit your paper abstract (300 words max. + paper title + 5 keywords) electronically to 

Prof. Dr. Anjo Harryvan at conferenceEUGW@rug.nl no later than December 1, 2022, 23:59h 

CET time. A selection of papers will be included in an edited volume with a reputable publishing 

house to be published in the summer of 2024 at latest. 

 
1 Thierry Breton, ‘Critical Raw Materials Act: securing the new gas & oil at the heart of our economy | Blog of 

Commissioner Thierry Breton’ (14 September 2022)  

<https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/STATEMENT_22_5523>. 
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With regard to funding, the organisers will be able to provide limited travel and/or accommodation 

grants to selected conference participants, specifically to facilitate the participation of young 

academics. Should you wish to qualify for travel and/or accommodation funding, please indicate 

so by elaborating upon your motivation when submitting your paper abstract. 

 

 

Overview of deadlines: 

 

Abstracts Submission Deadline: 1 December 

Announcement of the Accepted Abstracts: 20 December 

Announcement of the Conference Program: 10 January 2023 

Draft Paper Submission: 17 February 2023 

Conference Date: 23-25 February 2023 

Revised Full Paper (Publication-ready) Submission: December 2023 

Publication: spring/summer of 2024 

 

 

Conference team: 

Prof. Anjo G. Harryvan, Jeanette Jansen, Dr. Yuliya Kaspiarovich, Dr. Gesa Kübek, 

Dr. Viktor Szép, Marloes Viet, Prof. Ramses A. Wessel and Thijs de Zee 

conferenceEUGW@rug.nl 
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Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and 

do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or EACEA. Neither the European Union nor the 

granting authority can be held responsible for them.  
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