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1. The Honours College and the Honours Bachelor Programme 
 
Since its founding in 2009 the Honours College of the University of Groningen gives the opportunity 
to motivated students to extend their studies beyond their regular degree programs by following 
additional courses and activities. Each year, first-year Bachelor and Master students from all 
faculties of the University may apply to join the Honours College. If they are admitted, they can 
follow an honours degree program, a more challenging study programme than their regular one. 
 
The specific honours degree programme for Bachelor students of the Faculty of Economics & 
Business (FEB) is called Honours Bachelor FEB (HB-FEB). The HB-FEB is organized jointly by the 
FEB and the Honours College. The programme is open to students from all Bachelor degree 
programmes of the Faculty, who can apply following the procedure outlined in Section 2 under the 
heading “Selection Procedure and Criteria.”  
 
 
What is the Honours Bachelor Programme? 
  
The aim of the programme is to stimulate students in order to further improve their personal skills 
and to find their true talents. For this purpose participating students follow a sequence of specialized 
courses and activities at the FEB that allow them to go further in depth in their study area. They also 
follow several broader courses and workshops offered by other faculties of the University, which 
introduce them to other areas of study, beyond economics and business. Moreover, students will be 
involved in various activities organized by the Honours College that will help them develop a core 
set of professional skills. 
 
Once admitted in the Honours College, FEB Bachelor students will have to complete an additional 
45 EC’s on top of their standard 180 EC’s of their Bachelor programme. Admitted students start with 
the programme in Semester 2.2 of their first year of studies and finish with it together with the 
regular programme at end of their third year of studies. The programme does not involve additional 
costs. Honours courses and activities are also planned in such a way so that they do not conflict with 
the students’ regular coursework. 
 
The HB-FEB Programme is organized jointly by the FEB and the Honours College. The FEB is in 
charge of the deepening part of the programme, while the Honours College is in charge of the 
broadening part. The deepening part of the programme is the same for all participating FEB students 
from the different regular Bachelor degree programmes. 
 
 
Why follow the Honours Bachelor Programme?  
 
Following the Honours Bachelor Programme is a great way to prepare for your next step after 
completing your studies, whether this involves continuing with a Master’s degree programme or 
trying your might in the job market. The different components of the Honours Bachelor Programme 
will allow you to both expand your knowledge of your subject area and to explore your talents in 
areas that extend beyond that. 
 



The courses, workshops and activities of the programme will facilitate the development of important 
research and professional skills. They will introduce you to more advanced material than your 
regular courses, will help you expand your critical thinking and learn to work more independently. 
You will have first-hand experiences in conducting and analyzing research by executing small and 
large-scale research projects. 
 
Beyond the development of skills, the programme will offer you many opportunities to interact more 
closely with faculty members as well as Honours students from the FEB and all other faculties of the 
University. Furthermore, you will have the option to participate, engage and even organize yourself 
various leadership activities, such as research and business conferences, discussion fora or field trips. 
 
Upon the completion of your study programme your status as an Honours Bachelor student will be 
formally recognized with an Honours certificate attached to your diploma. This certificate is a title 
that you can formally include in your CV and should improve the chances of your admission into 
Master’s programmes. 
 
 

2. Selection Procedure and Criteria 
 
Who can apply? 
 
In principle, all FEB Bachelor students can apply for admission to the Honours Bachelor programme. 
The selection procedure, however, is competitive and our goal is to admit a group of about 60 
promising, talented and motivated students from the FEB who are performing well in their regular 
programmes.  
 
With that in mind, we personally invite the top 10% from all first-year students of the Faculty to 
apply to the HB-FEB Programme. Furthermore, we ask all staff, such as teachers or tutors, who are 
in contact with first-year students to identify and recommend potential candidates for the 
programme. Students who have not received a personal invitation, but who are interested and have 
demonstrated their talents elsewhere, can also apply on a ‘wild card’ basis. More information about 
the whole selection procedure can be found on the Honours College website: 
http://www.rug.nl/education/honours-college/bachelor-programme/selection 
 
Application Process and Required Documents 
 
The applications to the programme must be submitted electronically via the Student Portal before the 
application deadline, which for this academic year is: Friday, March 5, 2021.  
 
Students who apply for the HB-FEB programme must submit the following documents:  
 

• A completed application form in English. 
• A CV in English. 
• A motivation letter in English, not exceeding 500 words, stating the reasons why you would 

like to be admitted to the programme and why you think you meet the admission criteria 
listed below. 



• An overview of all course grades in your regular Bachelor programme available until the 
application date, including intermediate grades. 

• Your grade list from secondary education and high school diploma. 
• One reference letter from somebody outside the FEB, such as a high school teacher or a 

(former) employer. Ideally that letter should be written in English. However, if it is not 
possible, you can submit the letter in Dutch. 

• The name and contact information of a FEB instructor or other FEB staff member who the 
selection committee could consult about your performance. 

• Any other awards, certificates or documents that are suggestive of your past achievements. 
 
Selection Process 
 
The selection of students to be admitted to the Honours Bachelor programme is made centrally by 
the Admissions Board of the Honours College. On the basis of the application material, the Board 
will determine which students will be invited for an interview and will inform the applicants. 
Students who are invited for an interview will be notified of the date and time within a short period 
after submission. Following all interviews, the Board will meet and make the final decisions about 
admission to the Honours College. Acceptance decisions are normally made by the end of March or 
beginning of April. After that, the programme will commence with a Welcoming Ceremony 
organized by the Honours College and which for this year scheduled for Wednesday, March 31 
2021. 
 
The main criteria based on which the Admissions Board assesses student applicants are the 
following: 
 
1. Motivation: Is the applicant keen on exploring the boundaries of his/her own discipline and on 
looking beyond them? 
2. Ambition: Is the applicant ambitious and wants to excel? 
3. Perfomance: Has the applicant performed well in his/her regular courses? 
4. Potential: Is the candidate on a track to complete the Bachelor’s Honours Programme within the 
specified period of three years? 
 
English Proficiency Requirements 
 
Admission to the Honours College requires also English proficiency, as all courses and activities are 
conducted in English. For students following an English-language bachelor programme this 
requirement is considered automatically satisfied. For students following a Dutch-language bachelor 
programme English proficiency needs to be substantiated based on the evidence described here: 
http://www.rug.nl/education/honours-college/bachelor-programme/admission-requirements 
 



3.  Programme Overview 
  
Following the selection procedure, FEB Bachelor students admitted to the Honours College will start 
with their HB-FEB programme in the fourth block of the first year of their studies. As part of the 
HB-FEB program, students can choose to follow a General Track or a Specialized Track. The 
Specialized Track is designed for those students who are particularly interested in deepening their 
knowledge in the areas of Economics and Business. Both tracks including a deepening part offered 
by the FEB and a broadening part offered by the Honours College, which involve 45 additional ECs 
in total. The difference between the General and Specialized tracks is the distribution of the 45 ECs 
between the broadening and deepening parts. This is highlighed in Figure 1 below.   
 

Figure 1.  The HB-FEB Programme: Generalized and Specialized Tracks 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Below we provide a general description of the general and specialized tracks of the HB-FEB 
programme, including a brief outline of the courses involved in the deepening and broadening parts. 
 
 
3.1 HB-FEB Programme: The General Track 
 
Table 1 below presents the course structure and timetable of the General Track. A detailed 
description of the different courses is offered in the subsequent pages.  

HB-FEB 
Programme 

General Track  
(45 EC) 

Specialized Track  
(45 EC) 

Deepening Part 
(25 EC) 

Deepening Part 
(32 EC) 

Broadening Part 
(20 EC) 

Broadening Part 
(13 EC) 



I.a I.b II.a II.b I.a I.b II.a II.b I.a I.b II.a II.b

Topics & Trends in Research (5 EC)

Honours Research Seminar I (5 EC)

Honours Research Seminar II (5 EC)

Honours Research Practical (3 EC)

Honours Portfolio (2 EC)

Honours Bachelor Thesis Extension (5 EC)

Pick Your Own Talent (1 EC)

Skills Module I (2 EC)

Skills Module II (2 EC)

Broadening Course I (5 EC)

Broadening Course II (5 EC)

Summer or Winter School + Atelier (5 EC)

Mandatory Deepening Courses

Mandatory Broadening Courses  

Choice among Elective Courses
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3.1.1. The Deepening Part of the Programme  
 
The deepening part of the programme consists of a sequence of advanced courses and activities 
offerred solely for Honours students of the FEB. They are neither available for regular FEB students 
nor for Honours students from other faculties. These courses provide a more in-depth treatment of 
topics covered in regular Bachelor courses and related more closely to the current research frontier in 
Economics and Business. Jointly, these courses and activities correspond to 25 additional ECs1: 

 
A. Topics and Trends in Research (5 EC):  

This is a broad overview course summarizing key topics studied by FEB researchers. The aim 
is to introduce students into thinking about research questions in the relevant context. 

B. Honours Research Seminar I (5 EC):  
This is the first in-depth seminar course aimed at introducing students to research methods in 
the context of topics already covered in their regular bachelor courses in Economics and 
Business. The focus is how to review existing research on a given topic. 

C. Honours Research Seminar II (5 EC):  
This is the second in-depth seminar course aimed at introducing students to research methods 
in the context of topics already covered in their regular bachelor courses in Economics and 
Business. The focus of this course is how to compose and present original research proposals. 

D. Honours Research Practical (3EC):  
Students are assigned to a FEB researcher and participate in a on-going research project. The 
assignment of students to researchers is based, to the extent possible, on expressed 
preferences for a specific topic or supervisor.  

E. Honours Portfolio (2EC):  
This activity is designed to acquaint students with academic life by engaging in a number of 
individual or group activities. Credit for these activities is obtained after presenting a short 
written report. 

F. Honours Bachelor Thesis Extension (5EC):  
Honours students should present a more in-depth and advanced thesis than the standard 
bachelor thesis. This can mean a longer thesis, applying a more sophisticated technique or 
involving more extensive data. The exact form of the thesis extension should be determined 
after consulting with the thesis supervisor. 
 

3.1.2 The Broadening Part of the Programme 
 
The broadening part of the programme consists of courses and workshops offerred by the Honours 
College for all Honours students of the University. The broadening courses extend beyond 
economics and business, and allow participating students to broaden their knowledge in other areas 
of study. The broadening workshops are focused on the development of various research and 
professional skills such as writing or debating in an interdisciplinary academic context. Jointly, these 
courses and activities correspond to 20 additional ECs.  
 
                                                 
1 More detailed descriptions of all courses are available through Ocasys. Courses A, B, C are offered jointly 
for all HB-FEB students. To enable cross-learning, students from different Bachelor programs are encouraged 
to collaborate in these courses. 



A. PYOT Workshops (1 EC): 
PYOT stands for Pick Your Own Talent. This involves a series of workshops where Honours 
students learn about a recent scientific or societal issues from various perspectives and relate 
it to their own future-oriented vision. These workshops take place in various forms during the 
entire HB-FEB programme. 

B. Skill Modules I & II (2 EC each): 
In these modules Honours students learn and practice various skills, which are intended to 
contribute to their individual personal development. Different modules are focused on 
different skills, such as debating or academic writing, students can select which modules to 
follow based on their preferences. Each course is 2 EC. 

C. Broadening Course I & II (5 EC each): 
Each of nine participating faculties to the Honours College offers every year one or more 
broadening courses. The content of these courses is related to state of the art research and/or 
to current societal affairs, and among them student can follow at most two. The most recent 
list of courses is available at the website of the Honours College. Each course is 5 EC. 

D. Winter/Summer Schools + Atelier (5 EC): 
After completing their broadening courses, students will follow a summer or winter school 
programme and work on a related group project in the associated atelier. As part of the 
project honours students will learn how to approach a problem relevant to science or society 
from different perspectives and how to find their own way of dealing with it, with vision and 
an eye to the future. 

E. Petrus Camper Festival (0 EC): 
The Petrus Camper Festival is a yearly event, open to the general public, in which all third 
year honours students have to participate, present the atelier projects and organize various 
interactive activities. 

 
The broadening part of the program is also referred to by the Honours College as the Petrus Camper 
Track to honour Petrus Camper, a famous Dutch scientist who made contributions to diverse fields 
such as medicine, anthropology, mathematics and architecture. The Petrus Camper Track culminates 
with the Petrus Camper Festival. 
 
3.2 The FEB Specialized Track 
For those students who are more interested in the deepening rather than the broadening part of the 
programme and who prefer to expand their in depth knowledge of particular areas of Economics and 
Business, the FEB offer the possibility to follow a specialized track instead of the regular track 
described above. The main difference between the two tracks is that the specialized track essentially 
replaces some of the broadening courses offered by the Honours College with an intensive research 
practical for an additional 7 ECs. The exact details can be seen on the next page in Table 2. 
 
All students following the HB-FEB programme have the option to follow the specialized track after 
block 1.1 of their second year. There are no particular requirements for this. Students that opt for the 
specialized track will collaborate closely with top researchers at the FEB. This will allow them to 
fully engage in a research project related to their interests, which could provide the foundations for a 
Bachelor thesis or a co-authored research paper. This will be particularly useful for students who are 
considering following a career in academia or policy and who would be interested in applying for a 
Research Master Programme. Table 2 below presents the course structure of the Specialized Track. 
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Topics & Trends in Research (5 EC)

Honours Research Seminar I (5 EC)

Honours Research Seminar II (5 EC)

Honours Research Practical - Specialized Track (3 + 7 EC)

Honours Portfolio (2 EC)

Honours Bachelor Thesis Extension (5 EC)

Pick Your Own Talent (1 EC)

Skills Module I (2 EC)

Broadening Course I (5 EC)

Broadening Course II (5 EC)

Summer or Winter School + Atelier (5 EC)

Mandatory Deepening Courses

Mandatory Broadening Courses  

Choice among Elective Courses
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4. Additional Information 
 
Teaching and Examination Regulations 
The HB-FEB Programme is subject to the Teaching and Examination Regulations of the Honours 
College of the University of Groningen. These requirements are monitored by the Board of 
Examiners of the Honours College. 
 
Good Standing Requirement 
Students following the honours programme are required to maintain a good standing in their regular 
Bachelor programmes. Failure to do so may lead to dismissal from the Honours Bachelor 
programme. 
 
Special Facilities for Honours students 
The Faculty normally provides HB-FEB students additional options in terms of study space, meeting 
rooms and computer facilities in the Duisenberg-building, which they can use if needed. 
 
Costs of Participation 
There are no extra tuiton fees to be paid for following the HB-FEB programme. However, admitted 
students are expected to cover out of their own pocket travel costs and additional material costs. 
Students that take the international trip in the final year as part of Petrus Camper track have to pay an 
amount of about 500 euros to cover the expenses of the trip. In exceptional circumstances where 
financial limitations may prevent a student from following specific activities of the HB-FEB 
programme, the Honours College could help the student to find a solution for this problem. 
 
Honours Certificate 
Students who complete the HB-FEB programme receive a special Honours certificate attached to 
their regular degree. Students admitted to the programme who do not finish the regular degree will 
not receive this certificate, but only a transcript of the HB-FEB courses in which the student has 
participated.  
 
 
 

5. Contact Information 
 
The FEB Honours Bachelor programme is coordinated by:  
Dr. Isabel Estrada Vaquero   
Dr. Petros Milionis 
  
The Research Practical and the Honours Portfolio activities are coordinated by:  
Dr. Kirstin Scholten 
 
Administrative support for the programme is provided by: 
Ms. Hanneke Tamling 
 
For inquires or further information regarding the programme, you can send an email to: 
Honours.FEB@rug.nl  


