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The Emerging Securities Research Unit at Keele University seeks to foster research on the biopolitics of security amongst academics, research students and the wider society. 
Biopolitics of security is concerned with analysing the relations of power through which ‘life’ and forms of life are promoted and protected.
The Emerging Securities Research Unit is home to the Biopolitics of Security Network 
http://www.keele.ac.uk/research/lpj/bos/


Introduction


This is the opening workshop of the ESRC/Biopolitics of Security Network Seminar Series on ‘Contemporary Biopolitical Security’.

The workshop is inspired by the proposition that the security of liberal life is directly related to the promotion and protection of the mobility and circulation of populations, goods and services. Indeed, restrictions to mobility and circulation affect the very conditions of possibility of a liberal way of life. Capitalism, for instance, could not operate without trade. Contemporary trade would not exist without the circulation and mobility of people, goods and services. 

However, the securitisation of mobilities and circulation poses a challenge for liberal governance. If on the one hand the focus is centred on infrastructure protection, total security would amount to restricted mobility and stalled circulation. If on the other, emphasis is put on filtering ‘good’ from ‘bad’ circulation, the pluri-potential character of life as well as the heterotopian dimension of space make current biometric technologies inoperable. The challenge is therefore to promote and protect the mobility of individuals, goods and services while preserving the heterogeneous character of liberal life. This challenge lies at the core of contemporary resilience strategies developed by western liberal democracies. 

The workshop aims to explore the possibilities of thinking the security of mobilities and circulation outside traditional understandings of physical space and physical security. In particular, the workshop seeks to explore how heterogeneous and pluri-potential life, in contrast to settled identities and biological markers, can be made to circulate through ‘other’ spaces.  

Specifically, the workshop seeks to explore the following questions, although not exclusively: How can mobilities and circulation be conceptualised without resorting to a re-inscription of the physical dimensions of infrastructure? How can the Foucauldian idea of heterotopia be explored to promote and protect the circulation of heterogeneous and pluripotential life? How can the mobilities of bodies, goods, and services be secured by challenging physical and unidimensional understandings of space? How can existing biopolitical security technologies, such as surveillance and biometric markers be re-thought to encompass the promotion of mobilities and circulation? Is it possible to understand mobility and circulation as referents of liberal security in their own right? What sense does it make to think of the security of liberal life as a function of the capacity to move and circulate?


Programme


Thursday 27 November

13.00 – Registration and coffee

13.30 – Introduction: 
Luis Lobo-Guerrero and Peter Adey (University of Keele)
‘Securitising Mobilities and Circulations as a problem space’

Adey P, Anderson B, Lobo-Guerrero L. 2010. An ash cloud, airspace and environmental threat. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, vol. 36(3), 338-343.

14.00 –16:00  
Panel 1: Biosecurities, Infectious microbes, and pollinators

Javier Lezaun (University of Oxford)
‘‘A New Degree of Connectivity’: Bees and Bureaucrats in a changing European landscape’

Lezaun J, 2011, "Bees, beekeepers, and bureaucrats: parasitism and the politics of transgenic life" Environment and Planning D: Society and Space advance online publication, doi:10.1068/d0510

Stefan Elbe (University of Sussex)
‘Viral Sovereignty: Microbial Crises of Circulation and the Biopolitics of Security’

Elbe, S. Haggling over Viruses: the downside risks of securitizing infectious disease. Health Policy & Planning. Vol. 25, No. 6. 2010.


Nick Bingham, Department of Geography, The Open University
‘Mapping the multiplicities of biosecurity’

Bingham, Nick and Hinchliffe, Stephen (2008). Mapping the multiplicities of biosecurity. In: Lakoff, Andrew and Collier, Stephen J. eds. Biosecurity Interventions. New York: Columbia University Press, pp. 173–193.

Discussant: Ronnie Lippens, University of Keele


16.00 – tea and coffee

16.30
Keynote address: 
Prof. Mark Salter (University of Ottawa)
‘Mapping Transatlantic Security Relations’

Mark B. Salter, “Introduction”, Mapping Transatlantic Security Relations: The EU, Canada, and the War on Terror, Mark B. Salter (ed.), London, Routledge, 2010, 1-10.

19.00 – Drinks reception: Claus Moser Research Centre, lobby
19.30 – Workshop Dinner: The Terrace Restaurant, Keele Hall

Friday 28 November

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]9.00 Panel 2 
Targeting circulation, protecting heterotopia
 
Martin Coward (University of Sussex)
‘From ‘shock and awe’ to ‘7/7’: Attacks on infrastructure as a lens for understanding the contemporary urbanisation of warfare’

Coward, Martin, ‘Network-centric Violence, Critical Infrastructure and the Urbanisation of Security‘, Security Dialogue, Special Issue on Urban Insecurities, 40:4-5 (2009), pp.399-418


Peter Adey (University of Keele)
‘Reaching through the milieu: air power, kinetics and the ecologies of effects-based targeting’

Adey P. 2011. 'Ten thousand lads with shining eyes are dreaming and their dreams are wings': affect, airmindedness and the birth of the aerial subject. CULT GEOGR, vol. 18(1), 63-89

Luis Lobo-Guerrero (University of Keele)
‘Infrastructure as Strategised Space’: the biopolitics of heterotopia and circulation, and the challenge of critical infrastructure protection’

Lobo-Guerrero, L, (under review), Critical Infrastructure Protection: moving beyond the risk management security predicament, Review of International Studies.

Discussant: Ben Anderson (University of Durham)


11.00-11.15 coffee

11.30-13.30 
Panel 3 – Borders and Bifurcations

Craig Martin (Royal Holloway, University of London)
‘Re-securing and the ‘Ever-Presence’ of the Accident’

Martin, C. (2011), Fog-bound: aerial space and the elemental entanglements of body-with-the-world, Environmental and Planning D: Society & Space, Vol. 29 (3), pp. 454-468

Emily Jackson (University of Durham)
‘Art, freedom and re-thinking biopolitical security’

Louise Amoore and Alexandra Hall (University of Durham)
‘Taking People Apart: Digitised Dissection and the Body Border’
Amoore, L. & Hall, A. Border Theatre: On the arts of security and resistance. Cultural Geographies. 2010;17:299-319


Chris Rumford (Royal Holloway, University of London)
‘Borders and Fetishised Mobilities: a cosmopolitan perspective’

[bookmark: _GoBack]Discussant: Michael Dillon (University of Lancaster)


13.30-14.30 Lunch

14.30-15.30 Roundtable and conclusion
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