Syriac Language and Literature Level 2 - Syntax and Historiography

Course Description
This higher level course offers advanced training in Syriac syntax and historiography for ReMa students. It is designed for those who already have a basic knowledge of Syriac and wish to deepen their knowledge of Syriac language and literature. Students who finish the course will have an advanced knowledge of the language.
· Syntax: The course provides an in-depth study of Syriac syntax, often overlooked in introductory courses and in several grammars. Topics include the syntax of nouns and pronouns, syntax of the nominal and verbal sentences, syntax of the relative clause, use of conjunctions and particles. By the end of the course, participants will be able to translate texts of medium/high complexity and vocalize unvocalized texts.
· Historiography: Participants will gain an overview of the main themes, genres, and authors of Syriac historiography, its development and relation with other literatures. A substantial portion of the course will be dedicated to translating selected historiographical texts (6th–13th centuries). For the academic year 2025–2026, the course will focus on the representation of medieval history from a Syriac perspective, examining passages from major Syriac historiographical works relating to significant events from the fourth to the thirteenth centuries, such as the Council of Nicaea, the Second Fitna, and the Crusades.
Prerequisites
 Participants are expected to have a basic knowledge of Syriac, including:
· Ability to read vocalized texts in all three scripts (or at least Serto and Estranghelo)
· Knowledge of the state of noun/adjective, of pronouns, and of strong and weak verbs in the main six patterns
· Ability to recognize and translate nominal and simple verbal sentences
Note: Most basic grammar will be revised during the course, so do not be discouraged if you do not fully master all prerequisites. For questions about the level, please contact giorgia.nicosia@ugent.be or carloemilio.biuzzi@ugent.be

People who do not have any prior knowledge of Syriac but are interested in getting an introduction to Syriac historiography are welcome to join for the literature part only (see below). 

Practical information
Format: The course will consist of a weekly 2-hours class, starting from mid-October. The day and time of the classes will be chosen together with the participants before the start of the course. 
Structure of the classes: The classes will be divided into a first part dedicated to the study of syntax (30 min), a second, longer part dedicated to the translation of an historiographical text, prepared beforehand by the participants (1h), and a third part dedicated to the presentation of an author or a feature of Syriac historiography (30 min). The latter part can be attended also by people without knowledge of the Syriac language and who do not participate to the full course. 
Examination: The exam will consist of advanced exercises and a translation. The translated texts will then have to be discussed within the context of the wider development of Syriac historiography. 
Mode: Hybrid (in Ghent or online via Teams)
Materials: All necessary tools, such as grammars, compendia, and texts to translate, will be provided to the participants during the course. 
Language of instruction: English
Instructors: Carlo Emilio Biuzzi (PhD, Department of History) and Giorgia Nicosia (Dr, Department of History)
Registration
The course is open to everyone, at both undergraduate and all graduate levels. To sign up, please send an email before 30 September to giorgia.nicosia@ugent.be or carloemilio.biuzzi@ugent.be. 



Syllabus 2026-2027
Syriac Language and Literature Level 2 - Syntax and Historiography
Carlo Emilio Biuzzi and Giorgia Nicosia - Ghent University

1. Introduction of the course, recap of basic grammar - Introduction to Syriac Historiography 
Week 42 2026
2. Recap of basic grammar - The Documentum Nestorianum (post 435) 
Week 43 2026

3. Introduction to Syriac syntax: arrangements of words in the sentence - The genres of Syriac historiography 
Week 44 2026
4. Syntax of the noun - Extracts from the Chronicles of Edessa and Amid
Week 45 2026
5. Nouns and adjectives expanded - Pseudo-Zachariah and his Ecclesiastical History (569)
Week 46 2026
6. Syntax of the pronoun - Eusebius’ legacy in Syriac historiography
Week 47 2026
7. Syntax of the nominal sentence - John of Ephesus (d. 589) and his Ecclesiastical History 
Week 48 2026
8. Syntax of the dolath and relative clauses part I - Translations from Greek and the influence of Greek authors
Week 49 2026
9. Relative clauses part II - Barḥabdeshabba d-Bet ‘Arbaye (6th c.) and his Ecclesiastical History
Week 50
10. Other uses of dolath - The peculiarities of East-Syriac historiography 
Week 51 2026
11. Passive and Eth- forms - The History of Karka d-Bet Slok (6th c.)  
Week 2 2027
 
12. Negative clauses - The materiality of Syriac historiography: manuscripts, transmissions, and graphic representations of canons
Week 3 2027
13. Syntax of the perfect - John bar Penkaye (7th c.) and his History of the temporal world
Week 4 2027
14. Syntax of the imperfect - The computation of time in Syriac historiography 
Week 5 2027
15. Syntax of the participle - The Chronicle of Zuqnin (775)
Week 6 2027
16. Syntax of the infinitive - Chain of writing: compilation in Syriac historiography
Week 7 2027
17. Syntax of the passive - Thomas of Marga and his Book of Superiors (ca. 850)
 Week 8 2027
18. Syntax of compound tenses - History in excerpts 
Week 9 2027
19. Conditional clauses - Elia of Nisibis (d. 1046) and his Chronography
Week 10 2027
20. Verbs expanded - Intercultural transmission and influences 
Week 11 2027
21. Prolepsis - Michael the Syrian (d. 1199) and his Chronicle
Week 12 2027
22. Involution and other irregular forms - Historiography and connected genres 
Week 14 2027
23. Copulative sentences. The Chronicle to 1234
Week 15 2027
24.  Final recap - History and identity: did historiography have an identitarian value?  
Week 16 2027




