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“Suddenly the boy looked around him in dismay.
He had not noticed that the sun was setting.
Now he saw that his long shadow on the grass
had vanished. It was growing dark, he was still
some distance from home, and in a lonely
ravine, where even the blue flowers had turned
to grey. He quickened his footsteps and, with a
beating heart recalled many a nursery tale of
children belated in dreary forests. Just as he was
bracing himself for a run, he was startled by the
sound of trickling water. Whence did it come?
He looked up and saw a small hole in the dike
through which a tiny stream was flowing. Any
child in Holland will shudder at the thought of
A LEAK IN THE DIKE! The boy understood the
danger at a glance. That little hole, if the water
were allowed to trickle through, would soon be
a large one, and a terrible inundation would be
the result.”

From: Hans Brinker or the silver skates, by Mary Mapes Dodge
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