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Propositions belonging to the PhD thesis 

 

Experiencing God in a Foreign Land 

Theoretical and empirical explorations of the psychological links between religion and place 

among dispersed people. 

Victor Counted  

  

1. The study of the relationship between religion and place should have received more 

attention by scholars in the field of psychology of religion because the psychological aspect of 

place spirituality is not just a contemporary practice but an ancient phenomenon among 

dispersed people/migrants.  

 

2. Place is not just a physical space, but involves beliefs, emotions, and commitments that 

predict religious behaviour. Thus, the study of space belongs in the field of psychology of religion. 

 

3. Individuals are drawn both to place and religion as objects of attachment. Hence, 

combining psychology of religion and environmental psychology is a useful interdisciplinary 

strategy in the study of religion and place. 

 

4. Attachment affiliation and exploration curiosity are the two main motivational drives 

responsible for the link between religious attachment on the one hand and place attachment on 

the other hand. 

 

5. African migrants in Dutch society are likely to turn to God as an object of attachment 

depending on their place experiences and a wide-range of socio-cultural inequities (e.g., racial 

discrimination, anxiety about the future, feelings of insecurity, etc.). This relationship experience 

helps them cope with the realities of their migration experience.  

 

6. Religious attachment enhances the sense of place of African migrants despite their 

exposure to negative experiences in the Netherlands (e.g., racial discrimination, feelings of 

insecurity, etc). 

  

7. The need for religious attachment dispels over time: newly-arrived (below 5 years) 

migrants with a religious background are more likely to seek and maintain attachment to God 

compared to long-term (above 5 years) migrants.  

 

8. Geographical differences predict individual differences in attachment behaviour: African 

migrants in the Western region of the Netherlands are more likely to seek attachment to God than 

those in the Northern part of the country. This is due to the nature of their internal working 

models which allow them to model their current secure attachment experiences in new 

relationship experiences.   

 

9. There is need for continued research that clarifies the psychological links between religion 

and place, and studies the efficacy of therapies on attachment difficulties among migrants and 

dispersed people: such as feelings of displacement in a new place, feelings of insecurity, and 

psychopathology related to attachment disruptions.  


