
 

 

 University of Groningen

Safe Motherhood: Maternity Waiting Homes in Ethiopia to Improve Women’s Access to
Maternity Care
Vermeiden, Catharina Johanna

IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Publication date:
2019

Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database

Citation for published version (APA):
Vermeiden, C. J. (2019). Safe Motherhood: Maternity Waiting Homes in Ethiopia to Improve Women’s
Access to Maternity Care. [Thesis fully internal (DIV), University of Groningen]. University of Groningen.

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).

The publication may also be distributed here under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license.
More information can be found on the University of Groningen website: https://www.rug.nl/library/open-access/self-archiving-pure/taverne-
amendment.

Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.

Download date: 25-05-2023

https://research.rug.nl/en/publications/8df8a836-9bd9-44c4-8fce-25cbee389566


Propositions

Safe Motherhood: 
Maternity Waiting Homes in Ethiopia 

to Improve Women’s Access to Maternity Care

Tienke Vermeiden

1. In rural settings where health facilities, healthcare providers and transport are 
scarce, maternity waiting homes provide an essential service to pregnant 
women who otherwise would have major difficulty accessing emergency 
obstetric and neonatal care (this thesis).

2. Maternity waiting homes are not a “magic bullet” solution to improving 
women’s access to obstetric and newborn care and will only be successful 
when integrated within a comprehensive maternal and newborn health 
program (this thesis).

3. If Attat Our Lady of Lourdes Mission Hospital in Southern Ethiopia manages 
to reduce maternal deaths, stillbirths and uterine ruptures among maternity 
waiting home users, so can other Ethiopian health facilities with maternity 
waiting homes (this thesis).

4. Health Extension Workers in Ethiopia are an important channel for the 
promotion of maternity waiting homes in the community, yet their personal 
poor experiences with the healthcare system can also keep women from 
using the intervention (this thesis).

5. Husbands can make or break the maternity waiting home intervention in 
Ethiopia (this thesis). 

6. There will be a need for maternity waiting homes well beyond the end of the 
Sustainable Development goal era (2015-2030).

7. If men were the ones giving birth, the ‘paternal’ mortality ratio would have 
reached Millennium Development Target 5 (to reduce pregnancy-related 
mortality by 75 percent) before it was set.

8. Reflective thinkers take to research like a duck to water yet feel like a fish out 
of water during their PhD defence.

9. “On ne voit bien qu’avec le cœur. L’essentiel est invisible pour les yeux.” – 
Antoine de Saint-Exupery, Le Petit Prince.

10. When spider webs unite, they can tie up a lion. – Ethiopian proverb.


