
 

 

 University of Groningen

China's relationships with Africa re-appraised
Jiang, Bin

IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Publication date:
2019

Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database

Citation for published version (APA):
Jiang, B. (2019). China's relationships with Africa re-appraised: the lense of domestic experiences in
agricultural technology extension and its reflection in China's foreign policy towards Africa. [Thesis fully
internal (DIV), University of Groningen]. University of Groningen.

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).

The publication may also be distributed here under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license.
More information can be found on the University of Groningen website: https://www.rug.nl/library/open-access/self-archiving-pure/taverne-
amendment.

Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.

Download date: 25-05-2023

https://research.rug.nl/en/publications/1928c5db-f108-4f77-a0ea-8e55b4af243e


 

 

 

 

CHINA’S RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH AFRICA RE-APPRAISED:  

The Lense of Domestic 
Experiences in Agricultural 

Technology Extension and Its 
Reflection in China’s Foreign 

Policy towards Africa  

  

 
 

Bin Jiang 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The research presented in this thesis was performed at the Department of International 

Relations and International Organizations, University of Groningen, The Netherlands 

The research conducted in this thesis was financially supported by  

China Scholarship Council (CSC) 

University of Groningen 

 

 

 

Paranymphs 

Dr.Yingying Cong 

Annisa Paramita Wiharani 

 

The printing of this thesis was financially supported by 

University of Groningen 

Graduate School of Humanities  

Globalisation Studies Groningen 

Cover designed by B. Jiang & TM Design China 

Printed by Gildeprint 

English editor: Anna Yeadell-Moore 

ISBN: 978-94-034-1523-9 

ISBN: 978-94-034-1522-2 (Ebook) 

Copyright © 2019 B. Jiang. All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or 

transmitted in any form or by any means without prior written permission of the author and 

the publishers holding the copyrights of the published articles. 



 
 
 
 

China’s relationships 
with Africa re-appraised  

The lense of domestic experiences in 
agricultural technology extension and its 

reflection in China’s foreign policy towards 
Africa 

 
 

PhD thesis 
 

to obtain the degree of PhD at the 
University of Groningen 
on the authority of the 

Rector Magnificus prof. E. Sterken 
and in accordance with 

the decision by the College of Deans. 
 

This thesis will be defended in public on  
 

Wednesday 18 April 2019  at 11.00 hours 
 

by 
 

Bin Jiang 
 

born on 1 May 1989 
in Hunan, China 



Supervisors 
Prof. J. Herman  

Dr. Y. Zhao  

 

 
 

Assessment Committee 
Prof. O. Moore   

Prof. A. Zwitter  

Prof. T. Zuo  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

5 

Acknowledgement 

I still remember the first day I saw Groningen. I was totally attracted to its 

quiet and unique style. After all these years, Groningen has become my 

second home. I cannot believe that all those years have now passed; my first 

impression of this city is still so fresh in my mind, just as if it was yesterday 

when I first arrived. 

I think that coming to Groningen for my Ph.D. study is one of the best 

choices that I made in my life. I enjoyed every minute of it, even though 

there were some tough times. Life is so magical, it’s just like a dream that I 

had about finishing this book. For this book, I have travelled to Tanzania 

twice for all the material I needed to complete it; also, I still remember I 

stayed in China for two whole months to collect all the data for my study; 

these were such interesting and challenging experiences that I had never had.   

Looking back at these years in Groningen and my Ph.D. research, there 

are so many reasons to be grateful, and I would like to acknowledge all the 

people that have supported me in different ways, so that I could take this 

wonderful journey with such joy. 

Dear Prof. Joost Herman, I would like to express my sincere gratitude 

for all your efforts and help during my Ph.D. research journey and for being 

my promotor. I remember the first time we met in Beijing at the China 

Agricultural University, you were so kind and also invited me to the 

conference at Beijing University. During that conference, I found out about 

the joy of sharing thoughts and cooperation. It was that conference that made 

me make my final decision to apply for a Ph.D. position under your 

supervision. That conference made me realise that embarking on research 

and sharing thoughts are what I want to do with my life. After I came to 

Groningen, you were always offering effective suggestions for my research 

and writing, and these gave me energy and inspiration to finish my research 

and the dissertation.    

Dear Dr. Yongjun Zhao, I want to thank you for all the help and care 

you gave to my Ph.D. life. You are not only my supervisor but also my 

friend in some ways. I remember you and your wife had made super 

delicious Chinese dinners for me and Yingruo, and we chatted until almost 

the next morning. Those memories are still as fresh as yesterday. I also 

remember the first time we met, you and Joost invited me to the conference 



 

6 

at Beijing University, which was such an amazing memory and influenced 

my future choice for staying in academia. What’s more, thank you for 

inviting me to the summer school in Tanzania; that was such a nice memory 

for me, and that gave me interest to go there the next year for my Ph.D. field 

work. Without the summer school, I would never have had the courage to go 

there for this purpose. For my study and writing, you always gave me great 

suggestions, which lead to the completion of my dissertation. Thank you, Dr. 

Yongjun! 

Another important person that I would like to thank is Prof. Zuo Ting 

of the China Agricultural University. Prof. Zuo is the promotor of my 

master’s degree and my mentor for my interests in Development Studies. 

Much gratitude to you, Prof. Zuo, without you, I would never have learned 

about University of Groningen and had the chance to meet with Prof. Joost 

and Dr. Yongjun. Thank you so much for being on the assessment 

committee of my Ph.D. dissertation and helping me in so many different 

ways in the past eight years.    

I want to thank Dr. Pieter Boele van Hensbroek. Dear Pieter, I still 

remember the summer school in Tanzania that you and Dr. Yongjun 

organised; you were super kind and humorous, I really learnt a lot from that 

summer school. Also, I was so happy that I joined your birthday party and 

met a lot of nice people there, especially your sweet family. This is an 

amazing memory. Pieter, you are always very supportive of all the Chinese 

events that I had organized in Groningen during the past years, and I was so 

grateful for having the chance to get to know you during my Ph.D. time. 

Dear Prof. Oliver Moore and Prof. Tjalling Halbertsma, it was really 

my pleasure to meet you during my Ph.D. journey. You were both very kind 

and supportive of the Chinese events that I organised in the past years.  I 

still remember that the first time Oliver spoke to me in perfect mandarin, it 

amazed me so much that you called me Jiang Bin instead of Bin Jiang. And 

Tjalling, it was such a joy to meet you and your sweet family at Pieter’s 

birthday party, we had such a great time. Dear Elena, you are always so 

positive and energetic, we had so many interesting and nice conversations; 

also, your homemade soup is super tasty! Dear Jarno, Marijke, and Gorus, 

thank you so much for all the help you gave me all these years, I wish you 

all the best! 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

 

7 

I want to express my appreciation for my excellent paranymphs 

Yingying and Icha, thank you so much for being there during my Ph.D. life. 

I would have never known that we could become such great friends. I know 

it is always hard to say goodbye, but I know no matter where in the world we 

will be later, we will always find a way to meet with each other. Dear Cong, 

Yingruo and Bastiaan, thank you so much for being my good friends all 

these years. The memory of the first day we met in the office is still so fresh, 

I can’t believe it’s already been more than five years. We had such great 

times with Icha, our dinners were always full of surprises and joy, our 533 

group chat will stay forever, and I have faith that our friendship will last for 

the rest of our lives. 

I am so grateful that I could get to know Alisa and Joëlle, these 

amazing ladies, we had such a great time empowering ourselves and 

enjoying great food and karaoke, you girls are so sweet and nice, I believe 

that we will meet in China soon. Dear Aynur, I really can’t believe that we 

have only known each other for such a short time but have had so many 

great memories, you deliver such positive attitudes toward life, and this gave 

me so many good influences. Then, I also want to say something to my 

friends from the Office Group, dear Sandra, Phillipp, Eric, Frank, and 

Desiree, it was a great joy to meet you guys up in Groningen, the Gdansk 

trip is a fantastic memory!     

For my Pugilice friends, Ilse, Nataliya, Ben, and Luc, I am so happy 

that we could be on the board of Pugilice during my last period staying in 

Groningen, it’s been great fun and a joy working with you guys for Pugilice. 

I bet boxing will always be the thing that we love for our sports lives! For 

my Gopher music club friends, Elwin, AJ, Pieter, Frank, and Loek, it was 

a great show we gave for the Ph.D. Day 2018 Groningen with our awkward 

‘Band name’, that was really an amazing evening, and Elwin, thanks for 

being there and performing with me during the Chinese Cultural Day, also, 

jamming with all of you was so much fun!    

Dear Anna, thank you so much for helping me with editing the whole 

thesis! Dear Dr. Yingying, you helped me so much on my dissertation’s 

layout and cover design, I have learnt so much from you, thank you!   

Then, I would like to write in Chinese for my family and my friends 

from the Chinese community with the following content. 

 



 

8 

致我最亲爱的家人和朋友们 

时光如白驹过隙，格罗宁根这个名字已经刻在了我的人生石柱上。

这五年多的点点滴滴如昨日故事，在我脑海中反复回荡。这些年来，如

果没有我的家人，我的朋友们，我不知道我该怎么度过这段漂泊海外的

孤独时光。但正是因为有了你们一直在，所以我能这么顺利的度过这段

人生中难忘的光阴。 

亲爱的爸爸妈妈，我不知道要用什么样的语言来表达我对您们的养

育之恩的感激。从小到大，您们对我的教养之情让女儿能够在面对各种

困难时都可以坚强度过，不论是酸甜苦辣，都可以坦然受之。这五年多

来，女儿经历了许多，但是因为有您们的支持和鼓励，让我能够完成这

本博士论文，完成我的博士研究。虽然您们看不懂我的论文，但是希望

您们能在这里看到女儿对你们的感恩之情，您们还陪着我去长沙县和涟

源县去做调研，这本论文，没有您们的帮助和支持，就不会得以完成。

谢谢亲爱的爸爸妈妈，我爱您们！ 

亲爱的外公和外婆，您们千盼万盼的外孙女终于不负您们的期望，

完成了博士论文就要归国了，外公从小教育我要做一个有爱心的人，要

关注弱势群体，关注需要帮助的人们，所以我才会选择发展学，去关注

发展中国家的发展问题，我就是希望可以用自己的研究为那些需要得到

发展和帮助的人们做出一些自己的贡献，虽然博士论文完成了，但是我

的发展学的研究之路才刚刚开始。亲爱的外公外婆，记得您们送我出国

时，流着眼泪说要我平安学成归来，孙女这就要完成您们的嘱咐回到您

们的身边了，期盼与您们的相聚。 

还有我亲爱的爷爷和奶奶，虽然您们已经身在天堂，但是孙女一直

没有忘记您们对我的期望，尤其是爷爷那句简单的“要好好学习、好好

生活”一直是我学习与生活中的座右铭。孙女即将学成归国，请您们在

天堂也安心。 

亲爱的黄妈妈和郝爸爸，谢谢您们一直以来对我的理解与支持，我

希望回国后可以好好的陪陪您们！亲爱的姥爷、舅舅、舅妈、大伯、阿

姨、谭叔叔、小姑、春姐姐、志辉、虓虓、福盛，您们都是我最亲的亲

人，谢谢您们这么多年一直对我的照顾与关怀！ 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

 

9 

然后是亲爱的郝先生，谢谢你这么多年来一直在我的身后，陪我一

起体味人生的酸甜苦辣，我留学的这五年多，我们虽然经历过一些磨难，

但是庆幸的是我们没有被打败，我相信未来的生活会很美好！期待与你

在南宁的美好生活！ 

接下来，我想感谢给我赴非调研大力支持的时任中华人民共和国驻

荷兰王国使馆教育处的王怡伟老师、中华人民共和国住坦桑尼亚联合共

和国经济商务代表处的孙成峰秘书、中国援建坦桑尼亚农业示范园的王

骞老师、陈华林老师等，如果没有您们的大力支持，我的赴坦调研之行

就不可能成功，也就不会有我此时此篇博士论文的完成了。再次衷心的

感谢您们！ 

亲爱的萱姐、徐奇、还有苟海波老师等等诸位一起为南海仲裁案公

开信付出的朋友们，我真的很高兴也很荣幸可以在博士期间跟大家一起

为祖国做了这么有意义的事情，这段回忆将会是永恒的！ 

亲爱的彭晨、Jacky、映秋，谢谢你们和我一起把中国文化日这个活

动成功举办了两年，尤其还要感谢孔子学院的刘婧一院长和曹雪飞院长，

还有亲爱的郑晶老师，如果没有您们的大力支持，我们就不可能运用学

联的平台将中国文化传递到格罗宁根来，这些都是我博士期间最美好的

回忆！ 

亲爱的李倩、李林阳、伊阳磊、曹豪杰、刘博群，谢谢咱们的‘格

村私人会所’，在格罗宁根认识你们这几位大佬们并且和你们成为好哥

们，是我的荣幸与骄傲！期待与你们在国内再见！ 

亲爱的孙宇，欣璐妹妹，我的呆子姐妹，在格罗宁根如果没有遇见

你，我不会留下那么多美好的回忆，咱们一起去旅行的点点滴滴也都印

刻在我的脑海里，期待咱们国内继续我们的旅行约定！ 

亲爱的丛大哥，我实在是不记得咱们是从什么时候开始起成为了这

样的好哥们，真的太庆幸可以在格罗宁根结识你，从你身上我学会了什

么是严谨、什么是自律、什么是一丝不苟，虽然我跟你还有很大的差距，

但是我会继续向你学习！和你还有洋洋一起组织 JC Gather 真的是学到了

很多很多！可能我平时提问比较多，不要嫌我啰嗦啊！希望你在未来的

科研路上再创佳绩！ 



 

10 

亲爱的段 C，谢谢你在格罗宁根成为我的好朋友、好姐妹，不论我们

未来会身处何处，你都永远是我的好姐妹，希望你能永远幸福快乐！不

论人生中遇到什么困难，都希望你可以坚强与坚定的闯过去！ 

亲爱的夏天，谢谢你和大哥一直陪我参加唱歌比赛，虽然我一直让

你们失望，你们却一直支持我，哈哈，还有谢谢你那么多次的一起旅行，

尤其是咱们的波罗的海三国游，简直就是笑声长存的回忆！希望你未来

一切顺利！ 

亲爱的黑仔，犹记得咱们的克罗地亚之旅，那么多的欢乐、那么多

的回忆，只希望你未来工作顺利！生活顺意！亲爱的潆若，五年的办公

室室友，我们几乎朝夕相处，多么珍贵的回忆，希望你一切顺利！亲爱

的淼，还记得咱们和妙直姐姐的摩洛哥之行吗？三条女汉子勇闯大北非，

撒哈拉沙漠吃鸡，那些回忆真是仿佛就在昨天，祝愿你未来万事顺心！

还有鹏哥，星宇，咱们的突尼斯之行简直就是相当完美，回忆满满啊，

祝愿你们未来开心快乐！亲爱的张怡和源远，咱们的以色列之行是既刺

激又新鲜，尤其是冒着冷风泡死海的经历，也是够我记半辈子的，祝愿

你们在未来人生中事事如意！ 

我还要谢谢我在格罗宁根遇到的这些珍贵的朋友们：李延军、武静、

牛富彪、曹华堂、武敏、刘洋、冯帅、余意、江琼、邓晶晶、曹祺、黄

妙珍、衡洋、黎志波、程亮慧、黄辰曦、唐滨琪、陈仕莉、唐振辰、贾

聪卓、赵小娟、李尚、刘帆、赵培亮、邢丽娟、张蓓蓓、曾盈盈、黄婷、

张丙全、沙昂、彭晨明、邵闫、王小翠、秦语真、曾旎等等。 

最后我要感谢所有来参加我的答辩的各位好朋友们，谢谢你们在格

罗宁根的出现，谢谢你们让我的博士生涯不那么孤单！ 

 

 

 

                             2019 年 3 月 于 格罗宁根 

                                Groningen, March,  2019



 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT                                  5 

Chapter 1     Introduction                                  13  

Chapter 2     Theoretical Framework                        43 

Chapter 3     China’s Development Policy towards Africa       67 

Chapter 4     Chinese Experiences and Lessons Learnt in         101  

             Agricultural Development since 1949 

Chapter 5     The Hunan Case: Agricultural Development      121 

             And Operation of the Agricultural Technology   

             Extension System 

Chapter 6     Sino-African Developmental Cooperation in      153 

             Agriculture and the Chinese Agricultural  

             Technology Demonstration Centre in Tanzania 

Chapter 7     Farmer Participation in the Agriculture Value     181 

             Chain and Agricultural Technology Extension 

APPENDIXES                                          217           

BIBLIOGRAPHY                                       227 

SUMMARY                                           239 

SAMENVATTING                                      243 

 



 

 


	Title and contents



