
 

 

 University of Groningen

Origins of Differentiation in Critical Security Schools
Sezal, Mustafa

IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Publication date:
2019

Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database

Citation for published version (APA):
Sezal, M. (2019). Origins of Differentiation in Critical Security Schools: A philosophic-genealogical search
for emancipatory roots. [Thesis fully internal (DIV), University of Groningen]. University of Groningen.

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).

The publication may also be distributed here under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license.
More information can be found on the University of Groningen website: https://www.rug.nl/library/open-access/self-archiving-pure/taverne-
amendment.

Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.

Download date: 26-05-2023

https://research.rug.nl/en/publications/a0f28cdc-f231-453f-8e7d-d6f1a555f84f


Propositions accompanying the thesis 

Origins of Differentiation in Critical Security Schools:  

A Philosophic-Genealogical Search for Emancipatory Roots 

by 

Mustafa Ali Sezal 

 
 

1. Following the end of the Cold War, critical approaches in International Relations which 

criticised the mainstream theories gained more visibility in the academia. A natural 

expansion of critical approaches were seen in the area of security studies and among these 

three schools of thought came to the fore: Aberystwyth, Copenhagen, and Paris Schools. 

2. The three schools share a commitment to an emancipatory ideal at differing extents as a 

result of their origins in the Enlightenment thought.  

3. Through a genealogical study two trajectories of philosophical development that 

engendered the three schools can be traced. 

4. In line with common historiographies of the Critical Theory, a lineage from Immanuel 

Kant to Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, from there to Karl Marx and through them to 

Friedrich Nietzsche which finally culminates in the Frankfurt School can be depicted. 

5. A new critical moment is also revealed retrospectively whereby links between 

poststructuralism, critical sociology, the Enlightenment and the Critical Theory is re-

established.  

6. These two distinct but closely connected trajectories were manifested due to different 

traditions adhered to by German-speaking and French-speaking philosophers. This 

distinction, which is also dubbed as the German Enlightenment and the French 

Enlightenment, is best observed in the development of Frankfurt School’s Critical Theory 

and French poststructuralism. 

7. Whilst the Aberystwyth School is deeply influenced by Critical Theory, the Paris School is 

inspired by poststructuralism; and the Copenhagen School shows traits from both 

traditions. 

8. In the final analysis, the three critical security schools are all concerned with emancipatory 

practices and essentially provide complimentary perspectives which is evidenced by their 

approaches to the Global War on Terror. 

9. Emancipatory intent or theoretical commitment to emancipation does not always easily 

translate into practice as exemplified by the experiences of critical terrorism scholars. 

Therefore, the remaining question is that how can research inspired by emancipatory 

commitments can be turned into emancipatory praxis? 

10. “Home is behind, the world ahead, 

And there are many paths to tread 

Through shadows to the edge of night, 

Until the stars are all alight.” – Bilbo Baggins 


