
 

 

 University of Groningen

Origins of Differentiation in Critical Security Schools
Sezal, Mustafa

IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Publication date:
2019

Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database

Citation for published version (APA):
Sezal, M. (2019). Origins of Differentiation in Critical Security Schools: A philosophic-genealogical search
for emancipatory roots. [Thesis fully internal (DIV), University of Groningen]. University of Groningen.

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).

The publication may also be distributed here under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license.
More information can be found on the University of Groningen website: https://www.rug.nl/library/open-access/self-archiving-pure/taverne-
amendment.

Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.

Download date: 26-05-2023

https://research.rug.nl/en/publications/a0f28cdc-f231-453f-8e7d-d6f1a555f84f


76A_BW PS Sezal_stand.job

 

151 
 

Epilogue 

 
 
 As announced by the Board of the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists in January 2018, 

the Doomsday Clock shows that it is two minutes to midnight.437 Closer to total 

annihilation than it was during the Cold War. When I started writing this dissertation 

it was five minutes to midnight. Vuori analyses the Doomsday Clock as a securitising 

image, with which I concur.438 But it is, in my opinion, a welcome type of securitisation 

that we need as it does not put annihilation out of the political agenda but puts it back; 

it politicises by securitising. This contradictory condition is due to non-existence of 

any higher threat level than the total annihilation of humanity without any theological 

premise. The Clock itself is a representation and is not an objective indicator of 

humanity’s annihilation, however, its strength come from this subjectivity as it shows 

humanity’s own threat against itself, something that can actually be prevented.  Surely, 

this research will not reset the clock on its own, but it emphasises the need for 

emancipatory thought. In this line, I think that we still have a lot to learn and project 

from the Enlightenment thought which as I have argued throughout the dissertation, 

engendered the critical theories of the 20th century and the first two decades of the 21st. 

 I profoundly agree with Dr. Manhattan that “nothing ever ends”. Things 

change, they progress or sometimes regress but there is always change. This change, in 

my view, needs to be in the direction of emancipation and as the philosophers and 

scholars cited in this dissertation have put forward, emancipation as an objective can 

never be achieved. It is a constant progress requiring constant critique: meta-critique. 

Therefore, similarly this dissertation and any dissertation, for that matter, cannot ever 

be complete. They can always improve and at the end of the day, even “science cannot 

solve the ultimate mystery of nature” as we are a part of it.439  

 
 

                                                
437 The whole statement can be found at: "It Is Now Two Minutes to Midnight," news release, 2018, 
https://thebulletin.org/sites/default/files/2018 Doomsday Clock Statement.pdf. 
438 Juha A. Vuori, "A Timely Prophet? The Doomsday Clock as a Visualisation of Securitization Moves with a 
Global Referent Object," Security Dialogue 41, no. 3 (2010). 
439 Planck, 217. 


	Epilogue

