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1) Extreme weather events can have long-lasting effects on ecosystem functioning and species 

composition (Chapter 2 and 6). 

 

2) Increasing seagrass cover seems to favour bivalves over polychaetes, but decrease the overall 

benthic secondary productivity (Chapter 2) 

 

 

3) The iconic seagrass beds of Banc d’Arguin are, to a large extent, nitrogen-limited (Chapter 3). 

 

4) Increasing wave energy increases seagrass beds stability, but decreases their resilience to 

eutrophication (Chapter 3). 

 

5) The “critical slowing down” theory can be used to assess seagrass resilience under climate 

warming, and infer areas where regime shifts are likely to occur (Chapter 4). 

 

 

6) To better understand ecosystem functioning we need to look at feedbacks and engineering 

networks across multiple trophic levels (Chapter 5) 

 

7) Many crucial ecological interactions can only demonstrated in pristine habitats where animals 

can still live in harmony (Chapter 5). 

 

 

8)  When a change occur in a site along a flyway it will manifest in the other ones, thus sites along 

flyways cannot be managed separately (Chapter 6). 

 

9) Banc d’Arguin managers should strive to have long-term monitoring programs that include 

biological as well as physical indicators in order to better preserve the area (Chapter 6).  


