
 

 

 University of Groningen

Haven't you heard?
Swart, Joelle

IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Publication date:
2018

Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database

Citation for published version (APA):
Swart, J. (2018). Haven't you heard? Connecting through news and journalism in everyday life. [Thesis fully
internal (DIV), University of Groningen]. Rijksuniversiteit Groningen.

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).

The publication may also be distributed here under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license.
More information can be found on the University of Groningen website: https://www.rug.nl/library/open-access/self-archiving-pure/taverne-
amendment.

Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.

Download date: 25-05-2023

https://research.rug.nl/en/publications/4959dbbc-5c00-4dea-87a8-10618ebe8f8b


Propositions 

 

1. Changing patterns of news use not only challenge news media’s economic foundation, they also 

question what lies at the heart of journalism as a societal institution: its public legitimacy as a societal 

access point bridging the private world of individuals and the public space of collective entities. 

 

2. Studying the connective role of news and journalism in a digitalized media landscape ideally entails 

approaching the concept of public connection through four analytical lenses: inclusiveness, engagement, 

relevance and constructiveness. 

 

3. If we aim to understand how news becomes valuable in everyday life, in a continuously evolving media 

landscape, we have to start from the emic perspective of those who use it. 

 

4. Understanding the connective potentialities of journalism requires employing an everyday life 

perspective, the meaning and significance of news is derived from the many mundane contexts in which it 

is used. 

 

5. The growth of cross-media patterns of news use, paired with the tendency of news users to assess the 

affordances of different news media relative to the other brands, genres and products they already use or 

could use, makes it more fruitful for audience researchers to consider news media use relationally, rather 

than address them discretely. 

 

6. News use is not merely an individual, but also a social practice; thus, to understand how news becomes 

embedded in people’s everyday life, we should not only consider where and when news is being used, but 

also with whom. 

 

7. Conceptualizing public connection as a consistent and stable state that constantly needs to be upheld 

through regular moments of news consumption places unrealistic expectations upon news audiences; 

rather, public connection should be viewed as a dynamic process, one that can change over time and 

between different contexts. 

 

8. While the use of dark social media may not be measurable through conventional web analytics software, 

and technological limitations on these platforms restrict the potential for stories to go viral, this doesn’t 

mean such usage does not exist, nor that news practices on bounded social media cannot be valuable from 

the perspective of the news user.  

 

9. Considering the connective potentialities of news is more than an academic endeavor: for news media 

companies to fulfill their public task of bridging people’s public and private life worlds, understanding 

how people are employing journalism as a means to construct frames of reference to public life is crucial 

in order to be able to bring news stories that resonate within the everyday life of the news user. 

 

10. The field of journalism studies could benefit greatly from closer cooperation and a more frequent 

interchange between those who create news and journalism and those who study its audiences. 

 

11. Talk with people, not about them. 


