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Christoph Krasemann, propositions to the PhD thesis: 
„Die ‚Biblia Sacra – Derekh ha-Kodesh‘ des Elias Hutter. Eine sprachdidaktische, kultur- und 
editionsgeschichtliche Analyse“ – “The Biblia Sacra - Derekh ha-Kodesh of Elias Hutter. A 
language-didactical, culture-historical and edition-historical analysis“ 

 

 
1. The work of Elias Hutter (1543/44-1605/9?) should be understood as a contribution 
to early modern studies in language. Hutter’s approach represents a form of Christian 
pedagogy, which is characterized by a close connection of theology, philology and 
anthropology that should lead all people to divine salvation. 
 
2. The scholarly discussion of Hutter’s opus shows that the method of the literae-
distinction in the “Biblia Sacra – Derekh ha-Kodesh“ (1587) represents to some extent 
the strength and also weakness within his work. 
 
3. There are three basic principles in the methods and concepts of early modern 
Hebrew language studies:  
 a. an emphasis on the Hebrew root as a sign of the Trinitarian God 
 b. the distinction of radicals and inflectional morphemes 
 c. the Harmonia linguarum with Hebrew as a protolanguage 
Hutter included these basic principles in his own methods and uniquely designed them 
by transferring them into graphic representations. 
 
4. Apart from the Hebrew Bible, Hutter also used other Jewish sources in his study of 
the Hebrew language. In these sources, he expected to find information concerning the 
divine salvation that also is pertinent to Christians. Moreover, he generated arguments 
from these to convert Jews. Hutter’s use of these sources is comparable to other 
Christian Hebraists of the early modern time. 
 
5. Hutter’s quest for the unity of languages, religions and confessions was a reaction to 
the territorial and denominational fragmentation in the Holy Roman Empire. Therefore, 
he referred to a certain Germanocentric exegesis of the visions of Daniel (Dan 2; 7) 
that interpreted the Holy Roman Empire in a secular perspective as the fourth global 
empire and in a religious view as a starting point for the kingdom of God. 
 
6. Hutter has to be seen as an entrepreneur of the 16th century who had national and 
international business connections. 

Contra: Kunstmann, Heinrich: Slavisches um die Nürnberger Bibeldrucke Elias Hutters, 
in: Die Welt der Slaven 3.2 (1958), p. 167. 

 
7. On the one hand, Hutter’s Bible editions are mostly of a reasonable text quality, on 
the other hand, some of his Bible editions are unusable due to his modification of 
biblical texts in favor of a language harmony and an unification of different biblical text 
traditions. 

Contra: Panzer, Georg Wolfgang Franz: Geschichte der Nürnbergischen Ausgaben der 
Bibel von der Erfindung der Buchdruckerkunst an bis auf unsere Zeiten, Nürnberg 1778, 
p. 181. 
See: Nestle, Eberhard: Art. Polyglottenbibeln, in: RE

3
 15 (1904), p. 534. 

 
8. Hutter used high-ranking standard editions of the Hebrew Bible with regards to 
didactical, grammatical and textual issues for the edition of his “Derekh ha-Kodesh”. 
 
9. Johann Hinrich Wichern’s (1808-1881) concept of “Innere Mission” should not be 
classified as a contribution for improving the social conditions of the poor. It was mainly 
aimed at strengthening the position of the church and the state against new 
progressive forces. 

See: Wicherns Rede auf dem Wittenberger Kirchentag vom Freitag, dem 22.09.1848, 
aus: Johann Hinrich Wichern. Sämtliche Werke. Bd. 1, ed. by Peter Meinhold, Hamburg 
1962, p. 155-165. 

https://www.linguee.de/englisch-deutsch/uebersetzung/contribution.html
https://www.dict.cc/englisch-deutsch/pedagogy.html
https://www.linguee.de/englisch-deutsch/uebersetzung/entrepreneur.html
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10. The weak point of many modern theories about the composition of the Pentateuch 
is the fact that there is a strong focus on the early postexilic period as a starting point 
for the formation of the Pentateuch although too little is known about this period. 
 
11. On the one hand, the textual links between the vassal treaties of Esarhaddon (VTE) 
and the Book of Deuteronomy (Dt 13* and 28*) are a strong argument for locating the 
origins of the Book of Deuteronomy as an oath of allegiance to JHWH in the 7th century 
BCE. On the other hand, strong arguments against this dating are the archeological 
lack of the VTE in Judah and the undetectable Assyrian legal regulations concerning 
law and religion that would have determined the Book of Deuteronomy as an oath of 
allegiance to JHWH. 

See: Otto, Eckart: Das Deuteronomium. Politische Theologie und Rechtsreform, Berlin / New 
York 1999, p. 70-88. 

 
12. Even the best teacher who works with the newest methods cannot successfully 
teach a lazy, unmotivated student. 

See: Hutter, Elias: Offentlich Außschreiben, Nürnberg 1602, p. 60. 

https://www.linguee.de/englisch-deutsch/uebersetzung/oath+of+allegiance.html
https://www.linguee.de/englisch-deutsch/uebersetzung/oath+of+allegiance.html
https://www.linguee.de/englisch-deutsch/uebersetzung/oath+of+allegiance.html

