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Describe Your Data  
The CRM approach to Archiving and 
Exchange of Archaeological  
Field Databases  
 

Despite the seemingly endless variation in the approaches taken by archaeologists when conducting field studies 
(especially during 'surveys'), on analysis it appears that we all make use of the same set of underlying concepts in 
designing our research and in documenting our data. Thus, agreeing on a joint 'conceptual reference model' or CRM 
opens the way to describing individual field datasets in an unambiguous way, allowing effective archiving and 
exchange of such data without prescribing standards for the fieldwork itself. An international special interest group 
of CRM specialists and archaeologists has been working towards this goal for several years now. This EAA roundtable 
brings together those already involved in the design of archaeological CRM, those responsible for the proper 
archiving of archaeological field data, and those interested in learning about current documentation standards. It 
aims to foster collaborations and joint national and international funding applications in the area of research data 
management. 

The 'audience' for this roundtable should be those people who already have, or expect to have, responsibility for 
documenting archaeological field projects, and are interested either to learn about the status quo of the CRM 

approach, or to collaborate on the formation of a broad group or network of researchers looking to apply the CRM 
approach (and finding funding to do so). 

 

Introductions to CIDOC CRM and its archaeological extensions (8:30 - 9:45) 
 Achille Felicetti (PIN, University of Florence, Prato, Italy): CIDOC CRM and the CRMarchaeo extension  

 Martijn van Leusen (RUG Groningen, Netherlands): Introducing the field survey CRM extension  

 Holly Wright (Archaeology Data Service, University of York, UK): The mapping of UK field data to the CIDOC CRM 
archaeological extension 'CRM-EH' and conversion to Linked Open Data using tools developed by the STELLAR project 

 Espen Uleberg (Museum of Cultural History, Oslo, Norway): Status quo of archiving/repository data standards and plans in 
Norwegian archaeology 
 

Roundtable discussion 1: current issues and questions (10:00 – 11:45) 
This session begins with four brief presentations of actual user experiences in applying the CRM to ‘map’ specific archaeological 
databases, and in converting them to Linked Open Data. The subsequent roundtable discussion will then focus on (a) the extent to 
which current archaeological CRM are ready for practical use, and (b) how we can improve our data documentation practices. 
Proposition: to enable further testing of the CRM approach a 'provisional CRM guideline for best practice in documenting 
archaeological field procedures, practices, and data’ is now needed. Question: CRM documentation of archaeological field data 

would be a lot easier if field practice too can be standardized. Does the roundtable think this is feasible? Speakers: 
 Eleni Christaki (archaeologist, Zominthos Project, Crete & PhD candidate, University of Athens-CCI/ICS FORTH), on applying 

CRMarchaeo and other CRM extensions to the recording of excavation information and prehistoric archaeological buildings 

 Charalambos Paraskeva (postdoc, University of Cyprus), on the expansion of the CIDOC and EH conceptual models for the 
documentation of pottery collected by the Settled and Sacred Landscapes of Cyprus (SeSaLaC) project 

 Tymon de Haas (postdoc, University of Cologne, Germany): issues arising from the first tests of the Field Survey CRM 
extension 

 Christophe Tuffery (INRAP, France): test of CRMarchaeo on INRAP databases using 3M mapping tool 
 

Roundtable discussion 2: the future of archaeological data description and exchange (11:45 – 12:45) 
The goal of this session is to form a working group to take the development and use of archaeological CRM further – preferably by 
locating appropriate funding opportunities. The roundtable will focus on the following questions: 

 How can we organize further testing of the CRM extensions? What is an appropriate and feasible organization/timetable to get 
this done? 

 In view of recent calls for more stringent research data management policies, is it time to whip up political support (e.g. from 
the EAA and/or from National Heritage Agencies)? 

 Should any future EU research funding be directed towards completing and testing archaeological CRM, or towards building 
the IT infrastructure needed to share LOD online? 


