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About the author 
Jasperina Brouwer (b. 1975) has earned multiple masters’ degrees while also working in 
research and as a specialized pediatric/neonatology nurse. Specifically, in 2014, she 
graduated cum laude with a masters’ in Educational Sciences, as a Research Master in 
Behavioural and Social Sciences, and summa cum laude with a masters’ in Developmental 
Psychology, all at the University of Groningen, the Netherlands. While finalizing these 
multiple degrees, she also started her doctoral work in 2013, investigating the mechanisms 
of small group teaching in university education, with a special focus on cognition, group 
dynamics, social capital, peer networks, and study success. Her multidisciplinary Ph.D. 
project dovetails with her educational background and scientific interests, in that it 
contributes to educational and psychosocial research, leveraging her skill and experience 
with various research designs and statistical tools. She has presented her work at national 
and international conferences and educational events (e.g., Cyprus, Ireland, Norway). In 
2015, she undertook extended research visits to the Freie Universität of Berlin, in support 
of which she received a DIA scholarship. 

Alongside her doctoral research, Jasperina has conducted several other research 
projects, applying mixed methods to uncover novel findings. She participated in multiple 
national and international conference organizational committees (e.g., JURE 2017), as well 
as the educational committee for the Interuniversity Center for Educational Sciences. 
Besides joining the faculty council with special attention to research, she taught several 
psychology courses at the undergraduate and graduate levels and supervised masters’ 
thesis students. She developed and taught the course Introduction in Developmental 
Psychology as a guest lecturer for undergraduate theology students in Surinam 
(Paramaribo). In 2016, she obtained the University Teaching Qualification. Alongside her 
academic activities, she volunteered in a mentorship program designed to help young 
adults achieve their personal goals.  

Currently, she works as a post-doctoral researcher at the Faculty of Science and 
Engineering, University of Groningen. Applying mixed-method designs, she continues to 
investigate the reasons for the lack of science teachers in secondary education, with a 
particular focus on the motivation, career aspirations, experiences, and peer influence of 
students in this field. Furthermore, she is appointed as a lecturer in the master 
Developmental Psychology and in the master Talent Development and Creativity at the 
University of Groningen. 

 
 


