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About the author 

 

Molood Sadat (Farnoosh) Safavi was born on September 19th, 1986 in Tehran, Iran. 

Her enthusiasm about literature, poetry, and art since early teen ages flourished her 

interest to know more about the language phenomenon and led her to pursue 

linguistic studies as her future career. She touched different aspects of language 

either as a job or as her field of study. To start with, she studied the Bachelor of arts 

in English Translation at Allameh Tabataba'i University in Tehran as one of the 

leading Iranian universities in Humanities. Beside contributing to some book 

translations, she started teaching English as a foreign language to adults, using 

different methodologies- an absolutely valuable experience which lasted for 8 years.  

Translation and teaching together indeed opened up a new horizon for her. 

Consequently, at a turning point, she realized that she was truly amazed at how 

language is processed in the brain. Therefore, she continued to the Master's program 

of Linguistics at the same university and chose 'Neurolinguistics' as the minor of her 

Master's thesis. Furthermore, she familiarized herself with the state of the art 

techniques and programs in Neuroscience by regularly attending the workshops in 

'Institute for Cognitive Science Studies' in Iran. Thanks to the helpful training she 

received theoretically at university and practically at this institute, she got more and 

more confident about the route she had taken. After attending a series of workshops 

on TMS, ERP, and experiment design through programs like MATLAB, she 

conducted an ERP experiment to compare how differently the idioms and non-

idioms are processed in Persian from structural and semantic viewpoint. At that time, 

this work was considered the first ERP experiment conducted on Persian language. 

This was an encouraging starting point for her.  
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Then, she entered the Erasmus Mundus program of IDEALAB (International 

Doctorate on Experimental Approaches to Language and Brain) which was joint 

among five universities of Groningen (in the Netherlands), Potsdam (in Germany), 

Trento (in Italy), Newcastle (in England), and Macquarie (in Australia). Although 

she selected Potsdam and Groningen as the two main universities to conduct the 

experiments, she seized any chance to visit the labs and undergo training in the other 

three universities through the great summer and winter schools organized by 

IDEALAB. She was also trained in advanced statistical analysis, thanks to the 

extensive training provided in Potsdam. Later, She conducted a set of 

psycholinguistic reading experiments on healthy population of Persians (both in Iran 

and in Germany) using different methodologies like self-paced reading and eye-

tracking. She investigated the two competing accounts of memory and expectation 

in resolving long-distance dependencies. The results of these experiments formed 

the current dissertation.  

In the last year of her doctoral studies, she started collaborating with ANT Neuro in 

a speech mapping project using navigated Transcranial Magnetic Brain Stimulation 

(TMS) which is a novel technology to map the eloquent areas of the brain (e.g., in 

tumor patients). At the time of publishing the current dissertation, she is the project 

manager for validating the neuronavigation system to be used for both research and 

clinical purposes in various Neurolinguistic studies. 


