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running through the city of ’s Hertogenbosch. In developing the section as seen 
on the photo the following elements played a major role: economies of scale 
for shipping, flood protection from the river Meuse, aesthetics and view from 
housing, safety and attractiveness of cycling paths, historic landscape,  
groundwater effects on agricultural land, migration route for fauna, cutting 
through toxic landfill (upper right), reduced congestion of city traffic as no bridge 
openings are required for the ‘Zuidwillemsvaart’. Photo cover and chapter pages 
by Rijkswaterstaat (https://beeldbank.rws.nl, Rijkswaterstaat).
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Never thought it would be such a fascinating journey. The warnings I’ve beaten in 
the wind, and with a large dose of enthusiasm I set course to uncharted waters.  
I felt like a cool explorer who seeks to discover new shores. My enthusiasm could 
also have been described as over-confident. As an experienced practitioner in 
the development of waterways, nationally and internationally, it did not seem 
overly complicated to pack this knowledge into a thesis. Now I feel wiser.  
A PhD trajectory makes one humble again. It requires understanding what many 
bright minds already discovered, it requires listening carefully to interviewees 
withholding your own opinion, it requires leaving your familiar disciplines to 
understand new perspectives. Slowly but surely I started to understand that 
being an explorer means sharpening the senses and leaving convictions behind. 

As I was initially convinced I understood the world around me, I’m now aware it 
can be understood in many ways. This insight remained a source of inspiration 
during the entire process. This inspiration was fuelled by the numerous 
discussions with fellow scientists, by reading literature, by doing interviews 
and by conducting fieldwork. Inspiration did not come without transpiration, 
however. Formulating findings, clear and concise, and repeatedly sharpening 
these formulations took lots of effort. The result was often rewarding though. 
Granted, this study was not free from setbacks and hurdles, but the experience 
has certainly remained a positive one, for the entire journey. 

The journey of discovery was also a literal one. The research brought me to many 
places. The time spent at MIT, in Cambridge USA, was an absolute highlight. 
Together with my family we lived for a year in our beach house in the small town 
of Hull. It was a magic place, in a very welcoming and friendly community. As a 
family we experienced many small and big adventures, summarized our stay just 
exceeded all our expectations. 

Scientifically it was an absolute joy to work in the energetic academic 
environment of Cambridge. Passionate students and scientist from all over the 
world make it a buzzing place, rich of ideas and lines of reasoning. Working in 
such a context was very helpful in finding my own research path. I warmly thank 
Prof. Larry Susskind for making this possible. It was an honour and pleasure 
to work with you, and your insights and tips have helped me shape this thesis. 
Many thanks are also due to Tijs van Maasakkers and Todd Schenk.  

PREFACE



I dearly appreciate the many substantive discussions we had, but most of all for 
the excellent way you have familiarized me in my new world out there.
Most of the research, however, was conducted in the Netherlands.  
In a stimulating professional and academic environment, numerous people have 
kept motivating and helping me to complete this journey. Hans and Polite, your 
support and encouragement were crucial in turning plans into reality. I also 
thank the many other Rijkswaterstaat colleagues who provided me with valuable 
insights and supported and encouraged me to keep going. Special thanks I owe 
to a group of trainees and students assisting me in the fieldwork. Bas, Tjeerd, 
Marthe and Joost, your contributions are very much appreciated. 

My academic harbour for the entire journey was the University of Groningen. My 
monthly visits to the Faculty of Spatial Sciences, department of Environmental 
and Infrastructure Planning, always felt like a warm bath. Like-minded, sharing 
similar challenges and troubles; my fellow researchers were a source of 
knowledge, insight and inspiration. Jannes, Tim, Taede, Marije, Wim, Frits,  
Niels and all others, many thanks for your time and feedback. 

At the University of Groningen, there are two persons I am particularly deeply 
indebted to. These are my promoters Jos Arts and Johan Woltjer. As said, I was 
perhaps a bit overly confident at the start of this journey, but at the same time 
it was indeed clear to me that having the right promoters is key for success. Jos, 
Johan: I do not think I could have chosen better. As a solid team, supportive, 
constructive and critical you have provided excellent guidance on this journey. 
The atmosphere was always cheerful, your mutual interactions quick and 
energetic. Our meetings, without exception, provided an abundance of pointers, 
ideas and suggestions and were a real pleasure and of invaluable support.

Grateful as I am for all the support and encouragement I received from 
those many people around me, without the enduring support from home this 
expedition could not have been successful. Angelique, Roos, Jorg, Arthur, it is 
difficult to find words to describe my thanks for your patience,  support and 
tolerance in this journey. Not only did you have to endure my mental absences 
whenever I buried myself in research work, I also dragged the four of you to the 
other side of the ocean. I could not have done this if you did not hoist the sails 
when needed, and if there wasn’t someone keeping our ship on course. Calm 
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seas or rough waters, you’ve been a terrific crew. Thanks to you I always felt the 
wind in the sails to complete this challenging journey. 

And finally, after these words of thanks, I’d like to address the readers of this 
thesis. I hope the inspiration I found will reach you from in between the lines. 
And as a contemporary explorer, I truly hope these newly charted waters will be 
of help in finding a path forward, facing the challenges of modern society. 
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