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distant 

grandchildren who will possess the truth than to our nearest grandfathers 

who were in error... the philosophy of value shall be our great work, the 

 

 Aesthetic Contemplations.1  

 
The young Bosnian student movements came to an abrupt end during 
the First World War. Arrested and interrogated, the Sarajevo bombers 
heard their sentences (ranging from some years in prison to lifelong 
incarceration) pronounced in court while bombs were exploding on 
both the Eastern and Western fronts. 2  
convicted conspirators were hanged in 1915.3 Gavrilo Princip and his 
                                                     
1 

The original text 
is partly reprinted in: Palavestra (ed.), , Volume II, 102-115; 

text (in Serbian) can be found here: 
http://afrodita.rcub.bg.ac.rs/~dpajin/dm/tekstovi/kontemplacije.html (accessed March 
2016). The English translation is taken from: 

Certainly, Future: Selected Writings of 
Dimitrije Mitrinovic (New York: Columbia UP, 1987), 17 43: 35 36.
2 For memoirs see: Rudolf Zistler, Kako sam branio Gavrila Principa i drugove
(Ljubljana: Jugoslavanska tiskarna, 1937); Leo Pfeffer, Istraga u Sarajevskom 
Atentatu (Zagreb: Nova Evropa, 1938). There are several accounts of the trial, in 
different languages: Der Prozess gegen die Attentäter von Sarajevo. Aktenmäßig 
dargestellt von Professor Pharos (Berlin: Decker Verlag, 1918); Albert Mousset, 
Albert, Un drame historique: l'attentat de Sarajevo: documents inédits et texte 
intégral des sténogrammes du procès
Sarajevski atentat. Stenogram glavne Rasprave protiv Gavrila Principa i Drugova 
(Sarajevo: Arhiv BiH, 1954); Dolph Owings, The Sarajewo Trial (Chapel Hill: NC, 
1984). 
3  

Zvono 
(24/02/1952). 
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accomplices died in the Austrian prison of Theresienstadt in northern 
Bohemia. They faded away in silence, confined to their dark and cold 
prison cells. This story is told very often it has been made into plays 
and films.4 
 A lesser-known story is that in 1916, during the war, the 
Austrian police arrested hundreds of Bosnian youth activists and 
ordered them to be put on trial in Banja Luka. These persecutions and 
show trials were the last acts of a fearful empire in dissolution. Many 
students were suspected of engaging in espionage for the Serbs. The 
mugshots preserved in archives show us students, and also peasants, 
who gaze at us in fear: starved, abused, and despairing.5 They were put 
in prisons in Arad, Theresienstadt, and elsewhere, and many died there. 

young men who were incarcerated. He contacted tuberculosis in prison, 
and though he survived he had to cope with the effects of that illness 
for the rest of his life.6 

France, then Belgium. In Paris and Brussels he visited various libraries, 
studying philosophy and politics. He met up with Russian and Serbian 
socialists, including Trotsky.7 During the war he worked for the French 

                                                     
4  (Sarajevo: 
Svjetlost, 1964); Franz Werfel, Erzählungen aus zwei Welten (Frankfurt: Fischer, 
1948) I, 21 26. The films and plays have been mentioned in the introduction. See 
there, footnotes 60-63.  
5 An interesting account is the fictionalized story of the Bosnian student movement in 

  
6 His personal archive, including all his prison letters from the years 1914 1918, are 
kept in the Historical Archive of Sarajevo (HAS). 
7 Also Victor Serge, the famous Russian revolutionary novelist, wrote about Vladimir 

 moving in Russian émigré circles during the Great War. His account 
em I met the 

Bakuninist and nationalist, who died of tuberculosis at the age of thirty after founding 
the group which was, on 18 June 1914, to carry out the assassination at Sarajevo. 

 
circles  had, before initiating the action, been assured of support from Russia; this 
had been formally promised by Artamonov, the Russian Imperial military attaché in 

Memoirs of a 
Revolutionary, trans. from French by Peter Sedgwick with George Paizis (New York: 
New York Review Books, 2012 [1951]), 212. 
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navy before he left for the United States in 1916.8 He lived for a time in 
a small Serbian diaspora community in remote Montana, and wrote a 
few poems there before deciding to return to Europe. Once there he 
settled in Fribourg, Switzerland, so as to finish writing his thesis about 
the ethics of French writer and philosopher Jean-Marie Guyeu.9 But 
even this relatively calm life in academia did not end peacefully. On 
August 4, 1917, after a night of drinking with some French friends, he 
felt horrible pains in his stomach and went to the hospital, informing 
his family and friends that he was feeling miserable. On August 7 his 
brot
showed that his stomach was perforated in an unnatural way. Doctors 
presumed he was poisoned, but could not confirm this with full 
certainty. The mysteries surrounding the death (or murder?) of 

conspiracy theories: the Black Hand would have wanted to kill him, or 
the Serbian government, or perhaps the Austrians. His spending his last 
night out with some French friends made his untimely death even more 
puzzling. Unfortunately, after one hundred years there is much to 
speculate about but very little to know for sure.  

n England. After 
the Sarajevo attack and the outbreak of the war he fled to London, with 
financial help from Erich Gutkind and support from Frederik van 
Eeden, who, as an international acclaimed writer, had many contacts 
among English literary circles.10 In
idealistic and sometimes grandiose associations advocating direct 
democracy and corporatism. As a guru he attracted a multitude of 

8 All biographical details in this paragraph are based on the last chapter of 
(Belgrade: 

Novine 17/03/1957. 
9 Parts of the final version of this thesis are published in: Palavestra, 
Mlade Bosne: Volume II, 73-
Switzerland have been found and analyzed in: Dalibor E

La Serbie  38 Nr. 4 
(2014), 1589-1598. 
10 Palavestra, Dogma i Utopija, 41 42; Universiteitsbibliotheek Amsterdam, Letter 
Dimitrije Mitrinovic to Frederik van Eeden, 1914. OTM: microfiche hs.: XXIV C 58. 
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followers in the bohemia of interwar and post-war London. He died in 
1953. Even today there are people in England who style themselves 

11 

often unintelligible and his vision of a future Europe seems 
extraordinary. His ideas, too, were not entirely free of racist 
tendencies.12 A thinker of a certain kind, I consider him to be a prime 
figure in the young Bosnian networks. But to what extent, we should 

the beginning of the 20th century? Not really, I would first answer  but 
then again, precisely because of his conspicuousness and idiosyncrasy, 
he has become very important. He was a consummate networker, and 
his charisma helped him to rise above his less creative friends. As a key 
figure in the Mostar gymnasium, he was the driving force behind the 
publishing of student pamphlets, the founding of discussion forums, 
and the coordination of the Mala Biblioteka, a library where pupils 
could read and discover modern literature. Later, in Vienna, he took the 
initiative to revitalize and coordinate the moribund platform Zora by 
starting up the famous journal with the same name. He was also 
connected to Croatian (and Serbian) students in Zagreb, and it was he 
who advocated regarding the Croatian sculptor Iva -

-
Tübingen and Munich, he corresponded with Italian, German, and 
Russian artists including Giovanni Papini and Wassily Kandinsky.13 
Such activity in Rome and in Tübingen seem separate from his 
conspiratorial activities at home, but nevertheless, there are sufficient 
reasons to believe that he was the mastermind behind the written 
program of the Serbian-Croatian rapprochement in 1912  as I have 
described it in Part III. This program was used as guidelines by several 
young Bosnian student activists, including Gavrilo Princip and Ivo 
                                                     
11 In 2010 the New Atlantis Foundation was renamed in the Mitrinovic Foundation. 
See: http://www.mitrinovic-foundation.org.uk.  
12 There are several discussions about this on the internet. Worth reading is the article 
on the website of the Modernist Journal Archive: 
http://modjourn.org/render.php?id=mjp.2005.00.028&view=mjp_object (accessed 
February 2016).  
13 Holste, Der Forte-Kreis, 107-119; Palavestra, Dogma i Utopija, 29; Rigby, 
Initiation and Initiative, 27-40.  
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schools, the government rang the alarm bells and searched to find 
subversives among t -

between the authorities and the radical students. Once again, Dimitrije 
ion. 

reasons. First, as I have said, he was the ultimate networker. He was a 
 artistic 

underground, he was one of the coordinators of the circle of Mostar, he 
was in the group around Zora in Vienna, and he later joined several 
avant-garde scenes elsewhere in Europe, in Munich and London. He 

Part II I have shown this influence via the graph depicting nodes and 

nodes were the strongest. If these two individual networks were 
merged, the result could be conceived as what we have come to know 

because he was constantly expressing the ideological conception and 
 as a force in Bosnian society and in European 

ns, 

14  This 
historical positioning of a group of isolated students genuinely inspired 
many individuals in this age cohort who formed their ideas around the 
events of 1908. 
 
In the introduction, I indicated that I have shifted the emphasis from 

to the students in their own educational realm (the normal exception). 
The two central questions in the introduction concerned networks 
(social circumstances) and ideas and ideologies (cultural orientations). 
These two questions are, however, linked. The connections made by 
students within their educational infrastructure formed the cultural 
environment out of which ideas emerged and were shaped and 

                                                     
14  
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developed. At the same time, most of the ideas resulted from these 
links: communicative connections influence identifications. In this 
epilogue, I will answer the questions about networks and ideas. 
 
Networks 

Before Austria-Hungary in 1878 assumed control of the mountainous 
Ottoman province of Bosnia, there was little intellectual exchange 
there. This prior state I described in Part I. The main socialization 
networks were those of the family, the religious strata of society, and 
the communities of the village, towns, or cities. The schools in Bosnia 

and Orthodox established and maintained their own schools, and the 
sa
shows that there were very few intellectuals in Bosnia, and these were 
mostly writers and (the literate) priests. Similar conclusions could be 

a Bosnian ex-priest and 
war hero, who wrote about the peasant uprising and the wars of 1875. 
He concluded that most Bosnian rebels were basically dissatisfied 
peasants (see Part IV) and had no notion of national belonging; they felt 
themselves to be part of their family, their religion grouping, or their 
local village culture. Nevertheless, the first steps towards a Serbian or 

Austrians in 1878. 
 This process accelerated after the Austrians started modelling 
their colonial society. The grand plans of Landeschef Kállay were 
intended to bind the Bosnians culturally and socially to the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. This mission, however, had unprecedented 
consequences in the local setting. Subsidies for Serbian or Croatian 
culture-houses were not spent on Austro-Hungarian state-building. 
Quite the opposite.  Moreover, Austrian domination in Bosnia led to a 
reinforcement of nationalist propaganda from the neighboring Croatian 
and Serbian lands. Their propagandists made strong efforts to bind the 
Bosnian population to them. 
 The colonial mission foisted on Bosnia then produced, in 
response, a small vanguard of intellectuals who, in the long run, united 
to stand up to the Austrian authorities. I have described in parts I, II, 
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For example, the Bosnisches Institut in Vienna was a failed attempt to 
monitor Bosnian students in the capital. When a small intellectual elite 
developed within a relatively well-organized intellectual infrastructure, 
new space was created for an anti-Austrian emancipatory Bosnian-Serb 

cultural institutions in Sarajevo with the reading rooms in the periphery 
and, ultimately, with the universities in Central Europe and Serbia. 
 The view that the Bosnian students were all peasants and rural 

-Serb anti-
Austrian movement started in the reading rooms of towns in Bosnia, 
and spread from there to the cities of Zagreb, Vienna, and Prague. 
Additionally, Belgrade was crucial for many Bosnian Serb students. 
Though in no way comparable to Paris, St. Petersburg, or London, 
Belgrade was still a city  a local Balkan metropole. Most of the 
connections, communication, and other interactions among the 
different groups, associations, movements, and individual agitators 
took place in an urban environment. 
 In these centers of culture and education, the capital cities, there 
was always a guiding hand from leaders and other influential figures. 

Belgrade. Via these teachers, they were in contact with the Serbian 
government, and in some cases with the Serbian secret service and, 

were those in the influential cultural institution Prosvjeta in Sarajevo, 
the mercantile elite ( ) of Sarajevo and Mostar, and the cultural 

others belonging to the literary association of Slovenski Jug.
But these findings about the Hintermänner do not explain 

everything. Precisely as the students left the Balkans for Central Europe 
and started operating in a more international context, they grew more 
independent and developed a worldview by themselves. This is 

witzerland, 
where he became inspired by the many Russian revolutionaries and 

-
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revolutionaries) he met there. It is therefore not correct to trace all 
influences and support to Belgrade.  On the contrary, there were 

when they learned about his Russian connections in Switzerland.  
Besides the Belgrade professors, these students also listened to 

the Czech teacher  Masaryk. His pragm
had not been spoon-fed to them in Belgrade; these students had imbibed 

-by-step-
of Bosnian student networks was also a form of emancipation of the 
youth. Outside their cultural environment at home, they accessed new 
learning spheres and gained new insights and habits of thinking: critical 
reflection, and new perspectives on the Empire from different angles, 
from young Czechs, Poles, Germans, Slovaks, and Italians who studied 
at various faculties. 

So, to summarize, the Austro-Hungarian colonial mission in 
Bosnia produced circumstances in which an anti-Austrian movement of 
Bosnian Serb students could come into being. They made use of the 
schools, reading rooms, universities, and cultural institutions to develop 
and emancipate themselves. At the same time, via this infrastructure, 
propaganda from Belgrade could also exert its hold on the Bosnian Serb 
students in Sarajevo and other Bosnian cities. Despite the 
countermeasures taken by the local Bosnian government, the 
revolutionary network grew rapidly and was able to connect with other 
networks of South Slavic anti-Austrian students in the region. Pioneers 

established connections which were afterwards used by other students. 

although he was a Croatian rebel with ambiguous and ever-changing 
ideas, contributed to anti-Austrian and particularly anti-Hungarian 
feeling among South Slavic students in Prague. Consequently, the 
authorities faced increasing difficulties when they tried to control these 
networks. On the other hand, the fast growth of networks was 
accompanied by the dynamics of internal competition, disintegration, 
and the forming of new divisions and factions: some individual students 
but also groups began orienting themselves on the basis of other ideas, 
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opposition was created as an unintended result of the 1) colonial 
mission, 2) aggressive propaganda and funding from Serbia proper, and 

resources such as contacts, knowledge, and material and financial help. 

he was the most influential broker mediating between the disorganized 
student circles and those in power in Belgrade and Zagreb. To cite a 
very basic illustration of his role: he shared the money he received from 
the different governments with the students, be it for food, the printing 
of journals, or travel costs.  
 
Youth 

conceptual or heuristic tool to explain processes and development. 
There are many methodological difficulties: cohorts are born again and 
again, and it proves hard to distinguish between one generation and 
another. In general, there are only two simple statements to make about 

tant stage in the life of every person, coming 

 
 
international social developments, especially modernization. In Bosnia, 
most visibly in Sarajevo, modernization spread rapidly into several 
segments of society. For centuries the family had been the only point of 
identification. The roles of children and parents had been fixed in social 
norms and schemas; it was clear what a person was supposed to be like 
during each age period. The rules of interpersonal relations were also 
understood in age-related frames. But in modern society the phase 
between childhood and adulthood had turned from a simple transition 
from child to adult, possibly ritualized in rites de passage, into a period 
of reflection, wandering, and searching for identity, which is to say a 
sense of self and a role in society. Since there were new opportunities 
in the labor market and for migration, a child would not automatically 
live the same life that his parents had. This historical development 
profoundly changed the social structures of Bosnia. After the self-
evident identification with the family was formed and reinforced in the 
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early years of life, the adolescent now had to find an identification with 
society, too, in the form of a job, a function, or an ideal. This confusing 
in-between state could temporarily be solved by identifying neither with 
the family nor with society as a whole, but with people experiencing the 
same in-between situation. So, during the early modernization of 

 
 This identification with peers started, as I have argued in this 
dissertation, in the reading rooms and, subsequently, in the universities. 
This assumption does not take into account a substantial part of the 
youth population, since the overwhelming majority did not go to college 
and never visited reading rooms. Comparative sociological research on 
revolutionary youth shows that in almost all cases the rebellious 
element represents only a tiny fraction of the total youth population. In 
fact, the standard response of young people toward the status quo is 
acceptance, or, in other cases, alienation. As historical sociologist Philip 
Abrams has observed after the turbulent student demonstrations of the 
1960s both in Paris and other university cities of Europe and the US, 
those opposing the authorities were mostly well-to-do middle class 
students, who were talented and ambitious. They came from a good 
social background, and they often had loving and caring parents who 
offered them the opportunities to develop ideas, ideologies, and a 
personal worldview.15 Though one must be careful with anachronistic 
analogies between the Parisian 1960s and the Bosnian 1910s, I still 
consider it likely that this conclusion also rings true in the earlier case 
and that most of the individuals in the activist Bosnian student networks 
were precisely these sorts of people. D
respected and intellectual family. Gavrilo Princip came from a poor 
peasant background, but his studies were financed by his brother Jovo, 
a self-
father at home earned money as a postman.16 Admittedly, the Princips 
were poor, but definitely not as poor as the majority of Bosnians. For 

                                                     
15  
16 Narodna 
Odbrana 19 (1939) nr. 46, 727-

Narodna Odbrana 19 (1939) nr. 47,745 746; idem, 
Nova Evropa 32 (1939) nr. 10, 328 336. 
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became a doctor in interwar Yugoslavia.17 
from the urban middle class: his father was a bartender and owned a 
restaurant. One of his sisters would become a doctor in interwar 
Yugoslavia as well.18 He did not have loving parents, but, as archived 
letters tell us, he had a caring and loving aunt.19 Other students received 
sufficient financial support from Austrian, Croatian, or Serbian sources 

from poor rural regions, were children of priests. Priests should perhaps 
not be regarded as members of an elite, but in the local context of the 

 

his theory of generations proved useful in analyzing the generational 
nian student networks. History functions as a 

event makes a generation what they think they are. The crucial 
generation of Bosnian student activists was formed and inspired by the 
events surrounding the annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1908. 
This event inspired a small group of political-minded youth to take 
political action: first the writing and dissemination of oppositional 
messages, then participation in demonstrations, and  in some extreme 
cases  the perpetration of violent terrorist attacks. 

In his analysis of generational conflicts, Abrams differentiated 
two types of youth movements. 20  First he identified the youth 

create and 
shape their own social environment, including its norms and behavioral 
values. However, this set of norms is limited to interpersonal dynamics 
and social behavior. In practice, this is often expressed in apolitical 
bohemianism, extravagance, and something lying between childish 

-

only express shared social norms, but also seek to stand for their own 

                                                     
17 Republika 30/03/1948. 
18 Dedijer, Sarajevo I, 268 269. 
19 Arhiv Jugoslavije - 397.  
20  
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interests and ideals, and to defend or realize them. Most youth 
movements are of the former type, but the latter is often louder and more 
visible. Subsequently, these movements are more often the focus of 
sociological and historical research: the interest of the present research 
confirms this statement. 
 
Cultural orientations: The peasantry

The Bosnian youth movement came together and made itself visible, 
but, in its emancipatory struggle, the youth were powerless. They did 
not have their own representative bodies, or governments, or 
autonomous financial and organizational resources. They could only 
rely on the established institutions of the adults. To give the self-
identifying struggle of the youth more urgency, and to imbue it with 
additional content, the activist youth in Bosnia linked their fate to that 
of another marginalized group: the peasantry. Precisely by unilaterally 
joining forces with the Bosnian peasants, they could explain themselves 
to be fighting for a good cause, and cast their activism as a socially 
resonant and persuasive narrative. In this dissertation I have aimed to 
show

idealized the peasantry, and located national identity, struggle, and the 
 peasants.  

When the students decided to express their sympathy with the 
-to-the-

was not mutual, quite to their shock. Peasants did not respond to the 
open lectures, and few joined the young Bosnian networks. I hasten to 
write that the fight for the emancipation of the peasantry was not a pose: 
it was genuine, and deeply felt. The students were very serious about 
their task in society. Having studied in Prague and Vienna, they 
believed they had the obligation to make use of their privileges and 
share them with the people. Their future was not in the libraries of the 
academy; no, it was in society. This ideological orientation I have 
described and analyzed in Part V.  

But besides this earnestness and idealism, the ideology of the 
peasant also provided the young with a means to distance themselves 
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 the 
established trade elite of Sarajevo  had forgotten about the fate of the 

Austrian heir apparent: they directed their aggression at the older 
generation of collaborators.21 Hence, the peasant ideology gave them, 
as a generation, a political . They exaggerated when they 
stressed the differences between the older and younger generations, 
which in reality were closely conne
the fierce critique directed at the older generations were first and 
foremost tools of social conflict and self-definition. By defining the 
self, they provided themselves with not only a political motto and a 
group status, 
tomorrow who live in today are closer to our most distant grandchildren 
who will possess the truth than to our nearest grandfathers who were in 

22 
then a reality. The 

self-proclaimed revolutionaries were essentially the children of their 
parents, formed in the parental environment. Their fathers instructed 
them, fed them, and financed them. But this is not the complete answer, 
because they were not totally dependent on their parents. Over the past 

foot soldiers of the nationalist geopolitical strategists, the 
Hintermänner. In this dissertation I have aimed to show that this is not 
the case. I do not adhere to the official Socialist-Titoist reading of 

-Yugoslav movement, in contrast 
t notion as 

more, proto-Yugoslavism was, even during the Balkan Wars, a 
relatively marginal phenomenon and not very popular  not even among 
the youth. Most of these young students were nationalists. However, 
and this is the key conclusion of my dissertation, this nationalism was 
first and foremost a positive, optimistic, and educational mission 

                                                     
21 Sarajevski Atentat, 399.  
22 See motto at the beginning of the Epilogue. 
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adopted by the youth so that an awakened nation would be delivered 
from poverty, ignorance, and indolence. In other words, the youth 
wanted to create the nation, not vice versa. 
 
Youth: Cultural influences and political discourses 

Socially and historically, the youth emerged from processes of 
modernization. But culturally, the focus on youth was not very 

sources. The first source was directly related to training and education. 
With reading they had access to world literature. And so literature 
brought the students in contact with other cultures, with role models, 
adventures, narratives, and plot-lines. The students saw their problems 
mirrored in the adventures of the fictional heroes of Turgenev and 
Dostoyevsky, they identified with the beggars in Les Miserables, and 
dreamed of William 
descriptions of underground student life in Vienna, Prague, Zagreb, and 
Belgrade shimmers the world of Russian nihilism, as in a palimpsest. 
Within the behavior of the Bosnian students we can distinguish the 
feat

hanged). The few photographs of the student protests in 1912 show the 
young Bosnians in the guise of typical angry adolescents  wannabe 
gangsters. 

possible through a second source. Thanks to the cultural transfer from 
Russia to Bosnia, youth could identify with the enigmatic anti-Tsarist 
underground. I described in Part IV how in 1875 1878 Bosnia was 
briefly the playground of international revolutionary volunteers from 
Italy and Russia. This cultural contact did not only follow the routes of 
wandering revolutionaries and refugees. Apart from Italian and Russian 
contacts, the Bosnian students also learned from Czech, German, and 
Polish movements, which they came to know in Prague and Vienna.  

indeed located in Bosnia: it was the counter-terrorist discourse of the 
Austro-Hungarian authorities. In parts III, V, and VI, I described how 
Potiorek and others shaped the image of young, angry Bosnian Serb 
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which was of course partly based on reality, was subsequently taken 
over by the young students themselves and turned into a proud symbol. 

-
exceptional measures put in place in 1913, this frame became dominant. 
Of course, the already heated imaginations of the students could do the 
rest. They internalized their fascination with literary rebels and the 

demonstrations and more fanatical action: the counter-terrorist 
discours -
lived coalition of the Babel of Tongues in the various student networks 
hence became rather powerful. 

because, after all, there was no label for the young anti-Austrian student 
movement. There were Croatian Catholic groups, nationalist groups, 
Serb groups, Bosniak groups, Serbo-Croatian groups, and so on. Yet 
only when they  rarely  
act as a united group of angry, politically engaged young people. 

consistent group with a clearly defined identity. It remained a 
pr  
 
Wisdom of creation 

opportunities. These events are, in his view, utterly and 
uncompromisingly real wledges, it is 
heterogeneous to them, but it is also the sole known source for new 

 23 Albert Camus wrote about Russian revolutionaries and 
concluded that it was action which brought them to ideas rather than 
vice versa (see Part VI). A call fro

                                                     
23 
Gabriel Riera (ed.), Alain Badiou: Philosophy and Its Conditions (Albany: State 
University of New York Press, 2005), 137 184: 150. Se Event: 
filosofie van de gebeurtenis (Amsterdam: Boom, 2015), transl. Huub Stegeman.  
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Im Anfang war die Tat. The history of the student networks 

seemingly begins with the writings of Peta
writing and distribution of leaflets at the Mostar gymnasium, and with 
the secret literary circles of Sarajevo. But the actual political 
commitment, and the political awareness that is associated with it, 
really began to develop 
attempt in 1910. The unfortunate student assassin had crossed a line. 

pamp
Sarajevo confused. All the relatively moderate literary clubs had to 
determine their position and make up their minds about what they 

dramatic suicide. Interestingly, some of the young nationalists, for 

Sarajevo and decided to turn violent. The idea that the young assassins 
were sent to Belgrade by the villainous Black Hand officers rings true 
only for Gavrilo Princip and his trio, and even there the exact role of 
the officers is not entirely clear. However, there is no evidence that 

and III).    
 
violently suppressed demonstrations of 1912 in Sarajevo, various 
coalition came together. The contrast between the Austro-Hungarian 
police on one side, and the mass of students  including Croatian 
nationalists, Serbian nationalists, Yugoslav progressives, and some 
occasional Muslim youths on the other enhanced the coalition-making 

  
The third event was extremely violent. The Balkan Wars 

marked a turning point in the political and ideological orientation of the 
young Bosnian student networks. Many volunteered and went to the 
front. If they returned, life would never be the same again. 
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The creative force of the 

le
symbolic social interactions the two chose to be the great masterminds, 
disclosing the theories and guiding the actions. Since these roles were 
given, the young Sarajevo schoolboys decided to become the foot 
soldiers, the fighters. The dynamics in the smaller groups (modelled 
after Russian underground kruzhoks), organized by Vladimir 

 these 
psychologically and socially troubled young students: they wanted to 
perpetrate a violent attack to oppose the Austrians. The subsequent 
attacks, especially the assassination of Franz Ferdinand, were not 
essentially inspired by ideology. They were the result of a variety of 
social, psychological, and interpersonal reasons. However, to give 
meaning to the sacrifice, both of the victim and the perpetrator, the 
assassins wanted to position themselves in history, in order to transcend 
the single life they were planning to end after the attack. Many 
historians have pointed at the force of this Serbian nationalism, the vital 
conception of the age-old struggle against the foreign occupation of the 
Serbian race. Certainly this has been part of the historical reasoning 
behind the attack, but the young assassins were a bit more than just cogs 
in the machine. They were modern individuals, who were not 
necessarily forced to do what they did. They had personal, individual, 
and  in their own account  very rational motivations to act.  But 
besides that, they also felt an urge to release the force of history. Hence, 
the act of Gavrilo Princip was destructive, but it was paradoxically 
meant to be a creative deed: a leap into a tomorrow that would forever 
be linked to the experience of an event. Not only Princip, but other 
Bosnian students saw themselves as the heralds if not the creators of a 

had not returned to his homeland. In his answer he described himself: 
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 24 
 
We, of tomorrow 

), best 
characterizes the identity and ideology of the short-lived young Bosnian 
student movements - 
another, more cosmic and a-  

.25 -
be more concrete either. Apparently it could be used as an appropriate 
designation to characterize this phenomenon of young Bosnian student 
networks stuck between tradition and progress, between Balkan and 
Europe, and between past and present. The new generation of Bosnian 
students was, because of their role in society, rather isolated: they were 
the in-between subculture. This created both a temporary identity as 
well as a shared destiny, which was temporary as well. For a very short 
time these students felt themselves to be one, but, then again, they could 
not really find a common voice, or identify with one name. The only 

 a notion of solidarity, a contrast with the prior 
generation and the foreign occupation, an identity that was finally all 
more or less based on the notion of being young  in the vanguard of 
society.  

24 Interview, cited in: Rigby, Initiation and Initiative, 25. 
25 We cannot know for sure, because it is after all impossible to look into the mind of 
M

-conceptions 
and cultural reflections in two texts he deeply admired. These are the theosophical and 
esoteric book of the German writer Erich Gutkind, Siderische Geburt: Seraphische 
Wanderung vom Tode der Welt zur Taufe der Tat (Berlin: Karl Schnabel, 1910) and 

Über das Geistige in der Kunst (Munich: Piper, 1912). In a 

written by Van Eeden and Erich Gutkind: Welt-Eroberung durch Helden-Liebe 
(Berlin and Leipzig: Schuster und Loeffler, 1911). These three books include parts 

humanity or mankind to the next level of consciousness. The letter is available on 
microfilm and can be found in the Frederik van Eeden Archive in the University 
Library of Amsterdam. 
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claimed by various nationalities and ideologies in both interwar and 
post-war socialist Yugoslavia. Any 

powers, regional governments, and also historians could see different 
things. I argue that, after all the ideological layers have been dusted off, 
something remains of the Young Bosnian student networks. What 
remains is the double message that is also reflected in the two-part 

an identity, a core and essence of a still undefined culture. And 
tomorrow position in-between the world of the adults and 

social justice and national coherence.26  

survived both the First and the Second World War, became a guru and 
social innovator in the 1930s and 1940s. When he died in 1953 he could 
look back on a life in which he experienced two world wars that had 
destroyed all that he had hoped to realize as a student. Shortly after the 
war, in 1946, he dictated to one of his followers a bitter, yet not hopeless 

more great geniuses, no more great 
prophets, philosophers, artists. The primordial sources have been 

from a few great original creative men: there is need of creativity which 
is possible 27 

                                                     
26 It must be remembered that the Austro-Hungarian Empire later turned into a very 

phrased by Stefan Zweig in his famous nostalgic novel. This 
 

27 Notes from W.G. Fraser, the New Atlantis Foundation, cited in: Rigby, Initiation 
and Initiative, 182.  


