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Preface
The first steps of the research of which this thesis is the final result, have
already been taken in 1993, when I went to Burkina Faso for the first time to do
research for my M.Sc. thesis on agricultural sector modelling. Since then, I have
been fascinated by the developments taking place in Burkina Faso and the way
of living of its population. After finishing my studies at the Eindhoven
University of Technology, I had the opportunity to continue this line of research
at the Department of Econometrics of the University of Groningen. I cooperated
in projects on farmer strategies and agricultural sector models in Burkina Faso
and visited Burkina Faso a couple of times to teach at the Université de
Ouagadougou and to meet my Burkinabé colleagues and friends. After two
years, I started my Ph.D. research project on cereal trade in Burkina Faso.
During the four years that followed, I found my way through this challenging
but also very broad and complex area of research. To find my way was a
struggle sometimes, but continuously keeping the goal of the research at the
back of my mind made me go on. Furthermore, step by step understanding a
little bit better the functioning of the cereal market and the strategies of the
market agents, made me continue the search for a way to explain convincingly
market price formation and cereal trade flows.

I owe much gratitude to many people for their help and friendship during my
years in Groningen. First of all, I am greatly indebted to my supervisors Caspar
Schweigman and Erik Dietzenbacher. During all the years that I know Caspar,
he has been very inspiring to me. His urge to really understand the problems in
developing countries and his sincere interest in the people with whom he is
working have given me the perseverance to bring this research to a good end.
Erik has been of great help to me by giving many valuable and apt comments
and advises on the text and the progress of my research. I also want to thank my
Burkinabé colleagues, in particular Boubié Bassolet, Samuel Kaboré,
Gnanderman Sirpé, Souleymane Ouedraogo and Sylvestre Ouedraogo, and my
Beninese colleague Anselme Adegbidi. Each time I saw them, they reminded
me of the reason I was doing this research. Next, I want to thank Arno Maatman
and Clemens Lutz for their friendship and for showing me ways to do research
that appealed much to me. Furthermore, my thanks go to my fellow Ph.D.
students and colleagues from the Econometrics Department and the Centre for
Development Studies. Special thanks go to Erik Leertouwer for the many hours
we spent venting our frustrations during the hard times which many AIOs
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encounter at a certain point. Moreover, I want to thank my new colleagues from
the Environmental Economics and Natural Resources group of the Wageningen
University, in particular Ekko van Ierland, for the possibilities they offered to
finalise the last details of my thesis. I also want to thank my parents for their
continuous support and interest. Finally, I am greatly indebted to Cathelijne and
Jens. Cathelijne has been of great moral support and without her this thesis
might never have been finished. Jens has given me a strong incentive to not
continue writing endlessly. I thank him for his patience, of not being born until
the manuscript was finished.

Arjan Ruijs




