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Stellingen 

behorende bij het proefschrift 

“Control over the Emergence of Self-Replicators in Dynamic Molecular Networks” 

Van Giulia Leonetti 

 

1. The debate about the definition of life is becoming so intricate and branched that 
abstraction and a bit of irony could be applied. Synthese 2012, 185, 145-164. 
 

2. Microscopy has proven to be an essential tool in the study of the most important 
constituents of eukaryotic cells. Science 2014, 346, (6208); Science 2016, 353, (6296). 
Therefore, a more profound understanding of this technique will benefit 
(bio)chemistry and biology students. 
 

3. Far-from-equilibrium systems are so common and relevant in nature that the interest 
of the scientific community on their study is bound to grow in the coming years. 
 

4. In the long run, it is more relevant to teach to younger generations the importance of 
gender equality for the advancement of society, rather than only trying to repair gender 
imbalance with ad hoc grants and appointments. 
 

5. A lack of fundamental benefits (pension premiums, holiday pay, etc.) in the contract of 
PhD employees does not do justice to their important contribution to the scientific 
community.  
 

6. Prompting a lively discussion by explaining your PhD research to friends is a source of 
proudness and entertainment. 
 

7. The European Union has improved chances to continue existing if all its citizens would 
spend some time abroad in their life; indeed, the younger, the better. 
 

8. Ancestral fears (death, the unknown) and hopes need to be addressed in the form of 
some belief, even in societies where these questions do not seem to have much 
importance. 
 

9. Mockery comments on your (academic) work might simply mean that people do not 
completely understand the contribution to the advancement of knowledge that you are 
making. 

 


