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Propositions to accompany the dissertation 

 

Condition mediates context-dependent 

breeding strategies and consequences 

 

Lei Lv 

 

1. Seasonal declining reproductive success in hair-crested dronogs, at least in perennial 

pairs, was due to high-quality individuals breeding earlier and producing more 

fledglings, rather than deteriorating environment condition over time (This thesis, 

Chapter 2). 

 

2. Breeding experience (especially of males), but not mate retention, is more important 

in determining the breeding performance of hair-crested drongos (This thesis, 

Chapter 3). 

 

3. Quantifying available extra-pair mating opportunities is critical in investigating how 

males trade-off between parenting and mating efforts based on their own chance of 

gaining extra-pair mating (This thesis, Chapter 4). 

 

4. Improved parental care in females, when paired with good partners, may due to their 

partners contribute less in parental care, rather than females actively invest more 

(This thesis, Chapter 4). 

 

5. Hair-crested drongos dismantle their nest after breeding, but they may not suffer 

from not doing this when potential territory competition in the population is 

probably weak (This thesis, Chapter 5). 

 

6. Individuals determine their breeding strategy according to their own condition and 

the environmental and social contexts that they experience (This thesis, Chapter 6). 

 

7. A theory is something nobody believes, except the person who made it. An 

experiment is something everybody believes, except the person who made it (Albert 

Einstein, 1879-1955) 

 

8. Only if we understand, can we care. Only if we care, we will help. Only if we help, 

we shall be saved (Jane Goodall, 1999, Jane Goodall: 40 Years at Gombe) 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/413618

