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Propositions 
 

1. In the Contrada Damale, Final Bronze Age-Early Iron Age dolii a cordoni o a fasce are not the 

rare goods that they are often thought to be (Peroni and Trucco 1994). Rather than 

indicators for elite-controlled redistribution systems, these storage vessels should be seen as 

a means for advanced risk management by single households (Chapter 8). 

2. Under the influence of 20th century political and societal events, Italian pre- and 

protohistoric science followed a different theoretical path from that of many other 

European archaeological traditions. As a result of the influence of Marxist-inspired scientists 

in the 20th century, Italian protohistory research still has a strong focus on explaining power 

relations and social antagonism (Chapter 3). 

3. Not being the central research subject of this thesis, but nevertheless a fascinating subject, 

Proposition 2 requires a more extensive study than the brief overview presented in this 

thesis. 

4. Surface concentrations of archaeological material are the tips of the iceberg of past human 

landscapes that were significantly changed by depositional processes, and that cannot be 

understood or interpreted without extensive study of their formation (Chapters 5 and 7). 

5. Precise and accurate positioning, and an understanding of the challenges thereof, are crucial 

for modern interdisciplinary geo-archaeological research (Chapter 6). 

6. Geophysical surveying techniques can successfully be applied in Italian Metal Age landscape 

studies, both for the detection of primary archaeological deposits and for the explanation of 

secondary deposits in seemingly natural features (Chapters 5, 6 and 7). 

7. Food preservation strategies of pre-mechanized societies, such as the drying of meat and 

the making of hard cheese, are essential to understanding their upland exploitation regimes 

(Chapter 8). 

8. The study of remote and seemingly marginal mountain zones is crucial for a full 

archaeological understanding of prehistoric and protohistoric settlement and land use 

patterns all around the Mediterranean (Chapter 9). 

9. The interpretation of magnetometry datasets can be used to distinguish between cautious 

and optimistic personalities. 

10. The importance of a sturdy fieldwork car for the well-being of the landscape archaeologist 

should not be underestimated.  

 


