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ROMULUS, REMUS AND THE FOUNDATION OF ROME 

Besides Aeneas, there were always Romulus and Remus.' The existence of this second 
foundation myth posed two important problems to scholars. How strong were its credentials, 
and how should it be analysed? On the first point, notably, considerable progress has been 
made in recent times.? Since the late nineteenth century many scholars have repeatedly argued 
that the story was a literary fabrication, and consequently spent a great deal of effort on 
rigorous Quellenkririk. The culmination of this scepsis was the powerful attack on the 
authenticity of the Romulus story by Hermann Strassburger, who argued that all the literary 
evidence concerning the twins was late, and, moreover, an invention of anti-Roman 
pr~paganda.~ His attack has been convincingly refuted by T. J. Comell, whose careful analysis 
well sums up the discussions of the past century. 

Cornell arrived at the following conclusions. First, the story of Romulus and Remus as 
founders of Rome was already well established by the beginning of the third century BC. The 
brothers are mentioned by Callias, the court historian of the Sicilian tyrant Agathocles who died 
in 289 BC..' At about the same time, in the year 296 BC, the brothers Ogulnius set up a bronze 
statue group of the twins beneath a she-wolf near the ficus Rzrminnlis.' Somewhat later, most 
likely in 269, this statue figured on the reverse type of one of the earliest Roman silver coins.h 
We could even reach a much higher date if we were sure of the date and function of the famous 
'Capitoline Wolf' which is preserved in (he Palazzo dei Conservatori. But even though the she- 
wolf has clearly distended udders, this alone is not sufficient evidence of the myth's early 
existence; other explanations, such as that the statue was a symbol of courage, cannot be 
excluded.' 

As regards Greek historiography of earlier (and later) periods, the absence of the twins is due 
to various causes. For a long time. Rome was no more than a far-away place whose local 
traditions were only of marginal interest to the Greeks (cf. pp.19ff). It was only the fourth- 
century historian Timaeus who changed this pattern by a systematic investigation into Roman 
history and institutions. Later Greek historians, however, continued to approach early Roman 
history in a completely independent way which did not necessarily respect indigenous opinion. 

Whereas Comell analysed in great detail the traditions of the Roman foundation myth, he 
was much briefer in his discussion of the actual story. He argued that the concept of the twins 
owed its existence to the dual organization of archaic Rome. He also showed that the exposure 

I For a full bibliography of recent research see C. J. Classen, 'Zur Herkunft der Sape von Romulus und Remus'. 
Hisloria 12 (1963. 447-457). 447 n. I :  T. J. Comell. 'Aeneas and the Twins: the Development of the Roman 
Foundation Legend', PCPlrS 21 (!975). 1-32. There are good summaries of the most important recent publications 
in W. A. Schroder. M. Porcirrs Caro. Das er:ste B11cl7 der Origines (Meisenheim. 1971 ). 57-61, and J. Poucet. Les 
ori~irres cle Rotne (Brussels. 1985). 

On the older discussions see H. J. Erasmus. Tlte Ori,qitrs of Ronre itr H i s ~ n r i o r l ~  ji-nn7 Pefrcrc.11 ro Per.i:orrirts 
(Diss. Leiden. 1962), with the review by A. Momigliano, Ter:o Cor~rrihrrio I (Rome. 1966). 769-774. 

q. Strassburger. Zrrr Sage votr der Grii17cl1117g Ronrs. SB Heidelberg. phil.-hist. KI. no.5 (Heidelberg. 1968) = 
Strrclier? :rtr alrer~ Ge.sc.hichre 11 (Hildesheim, 1982). 1017-55. 

.' FGrH 564 F 5, cf. Comell, 'Aeneas and the Twins', 7. 

'See most recently A. Alfoldi. 'La louve du Capitole', in Honrnla~e li la n~cnroirc. de .lc.rT,nre Ctrrc.o/,irro (Paris. 
1977). 1-1 1 :  C. Duliere. Llrpa Ron~arra (Brussels/Rome, 1979); L. Moretti. RlFC 108 (1980). 47-53; F. Coarelli. I1 
Foro Ronrcrr~o: Periorlo r~ep~rhhliccrrro e arrg~rsleo (Rome, 1985). 89f. 

Cf. M. Crawford. RRC 1. 137, 150. 11. 7 14: DuliPre, L~rpa Ron~arlcr. 43-62. 

' On the she-wolf as an indication of the antiquity of the myth see A. Alfaldi. Die S/r.~rkrrrr c1c.s ~~orc~rr-~rskisc~lre~t~ 
Rijr7rels1nntc.r (Heidelberg. 1974). 107f: Comell, 'Aeneas and the Twins'. 7 n. 4. Corrtrct: Dulikre, L q ~ o  Ronrona. 
39-43. 
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motif and the brigandage practised by the twins can be parallelled by examples from other Italic 
communities and were not derived from Greek literary models. He finally mentioned with 
approval the great importance Binder and Alfoldi attached to the role of the J~r11,~mo171~sihaji, 
but did not elaborate the subject." 

The brevity of the discussion of the actual content is not surprising, since, curiously enough, 
there has not yet been a modem analysis which discusses the main episodes of the foundation 
myth in a detailed way. The aim of this study is to give such an account, focussing primarily 
on the various motifs of the early versions of the myth and their interrelationship, which makes 
use of the insights into myth and ritual as developed by Walter Burkert and others: the 
necessary regard for the chronology of the traditions will not be neglected. 

1. A hero's life 

Sometimes a pearl can be found among swine. The Austrian Generalkonsul Johan Georg von 
Hahn, who died in 1869, had long been a meritorious collector of Greek and Albanian fairy- 
tales until he felt himself attracted to mythology. His most important work in this area, a 
comparison of Germanic and Greek myths, was posthumously published in 1876. The result 
makes for depressing reading. Von Hahn was a dedicated follower of Max Miiller's nature 
paradigm and saw the sun, moon and other natural phenomena in literally every single god and 
hero. Out of the blue, however, there appears a table which summarizes the biographies of 
fourteen heroes under the caption 'Arische Aussetzungs- und Riickkehr-Formel'." Here such 
diverse heroes as the Roman Romulus and Remus, the Persian Cyrus, the Germanic Siegfried 
and Dietrich, and the Indian Krishna were fitted into one scheme by dividing their life 
according to the following headings:"' 

Birth 
1 .  Principal hero illegitimate 
2. Mother, daughter of native prince 
3. Father, a god or stranger 

Youth 
4. Omen to a parent 
5. Hero, in consequence, exposed 
6. Suckled by animals 
7. Reared by childless herdsman 
8. Arrogance of the youth 
9. Service abroad 

Return 
10. Triumphant homecoming, and return from abroad 
1 1 .  Fall of the persecutor; acquisition of sovereignty; liberation of mother 
12. Foundation of a city 

Cf. G. Binder, Die Altssetz~ing rles Kijtiigskirirles: Kyr.o.7 lrtid Ronirrllts (Meisenheim, 1964). 29-38: Alfoldi. Die 
Strrtb~tr, 107ff. 

' J. G. von Hahn, Srr,q~~isser~scI~ufiIicI~e Stlrrliet~ (Jena, 1876). 340. I t  is noteworthy that Von Hahn also looked for 
patterns in fairy-tales and already recognised the so-called 'Freja-Formel' (bride commits fault; loses bridegroom; 
search; reunion), see his Criecliisc~l~e colcl alhanesiscl~e Miir-chcr~ I (Leipzig, 1864). 64ff; for modem studies of the 
formula see now 1. Dan. in H. Jason and D. Segal (edd.), Putrerns it1 Oral Literatltre (The HagueParis. 1977). 
13-30; E. Moser-Rath, in K. Ranke (ed.), Et~zj~klopurlie des Murclietis, vol. 5. 1 (1985). 113-1 15. On Von Hahn see 
G. Grimm. .lohat~tl Gcor,q llon Hal111 (Wiesbaden, 1964). 

"' I quote the English translation by J. Dunlop, Hisrot?)  prose Fiction, ed. W. H .  Wilson, vol. 1 (London, 1888), 
Appendix. 
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13. Extraordinary death 

Subordinate figures 
14. Slandered or incestuous and early death 
15. Vengeance of the injured servant 
16. Murder of the younger brother 

Subsequent studies have added heroes, altered details, but not fundamentally changed the 
pattern of which the validity has been widely recognized." Various explanations in Freudian, 
ritualistic, and more or less Jungian keys have been proposed, but none so far very satisfying. 
Yet it is clear that Von Hahn's scheme is a very useful tool in analysing the lives of Romulus 
and Remus." The unmistakable resemblances with other Indo-European heroes will supply 
helpful parallels in order to reach a better understanding of the Roman myth; the analysis of the 
Roman myth can contribute to a better understanding of other lives, Indo-European or not. At 
the same time, we must be careful not to use the scheme too schematically. Von Hahn did not 
distinguish between younger and older layers of the individual lives, and various scholars have 
indeed defended the organic unity of the heroic legends, but i t  can hardly be doubted that some, 
such as the Siegfried story, gradually grew in size; a chronological determination of the 
individual motifs remains necessary.]' 

We must beware also of limiting ourselves to fitting the Roman foundation myth into an 
international biographical pattern. The Romulus and Remus story was handed down because i t  
had a meaning in terms of the Roman cultural matrix. Consequently, we will first look for 
Roman or Italic parallels, even though these may be of a somewhat later date than the period of 
the myth's origin. These preliminary considerations may be sufficient for the moment: the 
proof of the pudding lies in the eating, not in the recipe. Let us therefore turn to the actual story 
and start with the events leading up to the twins' birth. 

2. The mother's tragedy and the exposure 

In the second half of the third century the poet Naevius already depicted Romulus as a 
grandson of Aeneas (see p. 22). but his contemporary Fabius Pictor related a different story 
which became the 'vulgate' in Rome. After the king of Alba had died, his two sons divided the 
possessions and the kingship between them. The younger son, Amulius, chose the gold, but 
afterwards robbed the older one, Numitor, of his royal power. Moreover, being afraid that 
Numitor's daughter Ilia might bear a son, he made her a Vestal virgin. When sometime later 
Ilia fetched some water from a sacred grove, she was raped by the god Mars. A pregnancy 
followed which Ilia tried to conceal in vain. However, before Amulius had fully realised the 

"See the sul-veys by C. W. Dunn. TI IP F o r ~ ~ r r l l i ~ ~ g  D I I ~  1/1c, W ~ r ~ t . o / j '  (Toronto, 1960). 86-1 I?: A. Taylor. 'The 
Biographical Pattern in Traditional Narrative'. .I. Folklorc~ lrrs~i~rr/e 1 ( 1964). 1 14- 179: Tornis ci Cathasaigh. Tlrc, 
Heroic B i o ~ r c r l ~ l y  rfCor.nlcrc. rnne, Air.! (Dublin. 1977). 1-8. 

Freudian: 0. Rank. Der. M~t1rrr.v \*or1 clcr Gehrtrr dips Helclc~rr (Le,ipzip/Wien, 1909) = TIrc, M ~ r l r  rf  rlrcp Rir.rh (!/'rlrc, 
Hero (New York, 19 14); Ch. Baudoin, Le rrionil~lre drr HPr.os. Errccle~~~.v~c~l~crr~o!\.ti~~r~i~ srrr. Ic* ~r!\rlrc, rlrr 1rt;ro.v 1.r 11,s 
grarrcles c;pophr.v (Paris, 1952). Ritualistic: H. Raglan. Tlrc~ Hero (London. 1936). Jungian: J .  de Vries. Hcroic 
Sari,? crrrcl Her.oic Le~errrl (London. 1963): J .  Campbell. T/ I (J  Hcvo ~r~irlr a Tlrorr.scrncl Foc,es. 2nd. etl. (Princeton. 
1968). 

l 3  Organic unity: F. G. Wclcker. Der cy~i,sc.Ire Cyc.111.v ocl~~r~clic Hnnrc~risc~lrc,rr Dic.lrrcr 11. 2nd ed. (Bonn. 1x87). 5: J .  dc 
Vries, Berrrrc~hrrrrrg~rr xrnl Mti'rc.he11 hi~so17rlc~r.v in sei~rcnr l/c~rl~iilrrris : r r  Helcl~~r~sa,ye ~rrrtl M~r l ros  (Helsinki. 1054). 
125f. Corrrra: K. von See. Ger~r?rorris[~lre He~lelerr,scrge (FrankfurtIM. 197 1 ), 84. 
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problem. the twins had already arrived. The unfortunate mother was killed or, according to 
others. kept in imprisonment until Amulius' death; Romulus and Remus were exposed.'' 

The final form in which this story has come down to us cannot be very early. The name Ilia 
clearly testifies to the inipact which the Aeneas version of Rome's foundation had made and 
thus belongs to the third century (Chapter 2). At first sight. the fatherhood of Mars also looks 
like a recent invention, since i t  is well known that early Roman religion was aniconic. 
However, this does not necessarily imply that early Rome also lacked anthropomorphic gods, 
although this conclusion has often been drawn. Mars stands clearly against such an inference. 
The c .ar-n~c. l l  U I . I , N / C ,  our earliest extended text in Latin, invoked the god as few Ma1-s and asked 
him to leap onto the threshold. And before a war was started, the god was admonished to be 
vigilant: Mot-s. \ , i~ila. In fact, as Versnel notes, ' i t  is very hard to imagine that even in the 
remotest period the god Mars was not conceived in the shape of a warrior', that means to say in 
the shape of a real person." Admittedly, these examples do not prove that the role of Mars in 
this particular myth was old, but the connection of Mars with wolves, youths and new 
beginnings (5  5) strongly points to an original association of the god with the twins. Finally, 
the names of Numitor and Amulius are both of Etruscan origin and probably belon, 0 to 'an old 
stratum of oral tradition'.'' Even though, then. the name of the mother is a relatively late 
element. Numitor, Amulius and Mars look like being part of the original story whose date will 
be discussed later (5 8). 

The fate of Ilia was not unique. Many Greek heroines suffered a similar experience. Take 
Danae for example. An oracle told her father Acrisius that his grandson would kill him. He 
locked up his daughter in a subterranean vault - a clear reflection of initiatory rites as Frazer 
already saw. Such a reflection is hardly surprising. So long as girls had to pass through 
initiatory rites on the way to motherhood. i t  was only to be expected that these rites should be 

' 
found in tales about motherhood. However, the seclusion did not stop Zeus from approaching 
her in the shape of golden rain. In due time, the natural consequences of this meeting were 
discovered, and Danae, enclosed in a coffin, was thrown into the sea. When her son Perseus 
had grown up, he accidentally killed his grandfather and occupied the throne." 

A similar structure occurs in the story of Auge, the mother of Telephus. When Aleus, king 
of Tegea, heard that his daughter's son was destined to kill his maternal uncles, he appointed 
his daughter a priestess of Athena. For a while, his daughter remained chaste, until Heracles 
arrived and. flushed with wine, raped her beside a fountain. When the king heard that his 
daughter was expecting. he arranged for her to be drowned in the sea. On the way to the coast, 
however. Auge managed to be alone for a moment and gave birth to a son in a thicket. The 
guard sold Auge to strangers, but the son Telephus was saved by a doe. In the end, Telephus 

'" Naeviuh fr. 27 Str., cf. C. J. Classen. 'Romulus in der romischen Republik'. Pliilo10,~rrs 106 (1962). 174-204, csp. 
1771': Fab. Pict. fr. 5 P; add now the synopsis of Fabius' history in SEG XXVI. 1123. cf. G. Mangunaro c1lx A. 
All'oldi. Riitiri.sc.lrc, F~.iilr,qesc.lric.hrc (Heidelberg. 1976). 83-96, 

l 5  The 1oc.rr.r c~1o.ssic.rr.r is Varro 017. Augustin. CD 4.3 1 ,  cf. P. Boyanck, k/rrclc,s srrt. /el r.eligiorr ,-otncri,re (Rome, 1972). 
261-264 (= R M  57 (195.5). 65f!: B.Cardauns. 'Varro und die rornische Rcligion', ANRW 11 16. 1 (1978). 80-103; 
H. S. Versnel. 'Apollo and Mars one hundred years after Roscher'. \'i.sihlc, Reli~qiorr 4 (1986). 133-172 (also on 
anthropomorphic god\ in Rome and Mars as warrior). 

I h  Ogilvie on Liv. 1. 3. 10: sec also Schroder. Cora, 150: this chapter, n. 86. 

I '  On Danae hee most rccently M. Werre-de Haas. Ac.sc.hxlrts' Dic.rxrr1c.i (Diss. Lciden, 1961). 5-10 (with all literary 
evidence: add now P.O.\;v. 3003); G. Binder, 'Danae', in K. Rankc (ed.), Oi:yA.lol~iiclic c1c.r Miir~c~lrc~tr.~. vol. 3 
(BerlinlNcw York. 1981 ). 259-63: J .  H. Oakley, 'Danac and Perscus on Seriphos'. A.IA 86 (1982). I I 1-1 15: LlMC 
Ill 1 ( 19x6). 325-36 (J.- J. Maffre). Initiation: J. G. Frazcr. R01clc.r /Ire, Be~errrr~/itl, vol. I (London. 19 13). 22- 100. 
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married the daughter of the Mysian king who had taken his mother as wife.'"imilar tales are 
related about the mothers of oiher important heroes: Callisto, the mother of Arcas, ancestor of 
the Arcadians;"' 10, the mother of Epaphos, ancestor of the Danai:?" Tyro. mother of Pelias and 
Neleus, the kings of Iolcos and Pylos:" Melanippe. the mother of Boeotus and Aeolus. 
ancestors of the Boeotians and Aeo1ians:-? Antiope, mother of Zethos and Amphion. the 
founders of Thebes." Like Auge at Tegea, borne girls were priestess of their city's most 
important goddess: 10 of Hera at Argos, and Ilia of Vesta at Rome. Daughters of kings do not 
become priestesses of insignificant gods. 

Walter Burkert has well seen that all these tales adapt themselves to a similar pattern: the 
girl's separation from home, seclusion. rape. tribulation of the mother, and rescue. Burkert. 
who calls the pattern 'the girl's tragedy', has also proposed an explanation: 'the girl's tragedy 
can be seen to reflect initiation rituals: but these in turn are determined by the natural sequence 
of puberty. defloration, pregnancy, and delivery. If, as observed in certain tribes, the girl has to 
leave her father's house at first menstruation and only acquires full adult status with the birth of 
a son. the correspondence of the tale structure is almost perfect.' Elsewhere, he has called Otto 
Rank's Freudian explanation of the 'Aryan expulsion and return formula', which traces the 
stories back to the Oedipal (excuse2 le mot) father-son conflict, one of the most solid results of 
the psycho-analytic interpretations of myth. Both explanations seem debatable. Rank justified 
his interpretation by a now familiar psycho-analytic sleight of hand. Having realised that a 
father-son conflict is absent in virtually all of the tales discussed (the exception is Oedipus), he 
postulated an 'psychologisch (!) urspriinglicheren Form' in which the father was still the 
persecutor. Needless to say, there is no evidence whatsoever that such an older type ever 
existed: his other arguments are of the same quality. Burkert's own explanation of the first part 
of the formula as 'the girl's tragedy' also seems problematic. since in some cases the mother of 
the hero is already married: Mandane, the mother of Cyrus. and Sisibe. the mother of Siegfried; 
other heroines are not rescued at all: Callisto is shot having been transformed into a bear, and 
Ilia is drowned.'.' Even if i t  is true that the tales respect the parameters of a girl's life, such as 
puberty and pregnancy - but why shouldn't they? - these parameters do not explain the great 
suffering of the mothers. We need only think of Callisto's transformation into a bear or 10's 
rnetarno~phosis into a cow to realise that these girls suffer far beyond normal Iiuman measure. 

I"-. PrellerIC. Robert. G'r~ir~~l~isc~l'rrc Myrlrologi~ I 1  (Berlin. 1920). 1 139-44: L.Koenen. ZPE 4 ( 1961)). 7-18: Horsfl~ll. 
this volume. Ch. 7 $ 4: L l M C  I l l  1 ( 1986). 44-5 1 (C. Baucliliens-Tliiiriedl). 

"' On Callisto see most rccently Burkert. Str-rrt~rrrr-1, nrrcl Hisrr~r:\. 6f: Ph. Borgenud. Rcc.11cr.c~lr~s srrr. I(* ilic,rr Pirr'rr 
(Rome. 1979). 48-54: R. Arena. 'Considerazioni sul mito di Callisto'. Ac.rlrc, 32 (1979). 5-26: A. Henrichs. Eilrr. 
Hordr 27 ( 198 1 ). 201 -203; itler?r. in Bremnier (cd.). I~rri~~~~r~c~rt'rrrior~s r!f'Gri,ck Myrlrolo,qy (London. 1987). 242-277. 

'" Preller/Robcrt 11. 253-266: W. Burkert. Horlro Nec.iol?; (Berkeley etc.. 1983). 164- 167 (Germ:ui version: 182- 180): 
B. Frcycr-Schauenburg. 'lo in Alexandria'. Riinr. Mirr. 90 (1983). 35-49: E. Simon. 'Zeus und lo aul'eincr Kalpis 
dcs Euclinridcsmalers', Ar.c.11. All:. ( 1985). 265-280: N. Yalouris. 'Le mytlie tl'lo'. R C H  Suppl. I-l ( lL)S6). 3-23, 

Homer Otl. 1 1. 235-55 with A. Heutcck crtl lo(..: Soph. fr. 649-69a Rntlt: C. Rudkc. RE VII A ( 1039). I S69-7i. 
-7  
-- T r G F  Ad. F 626?: H. v. Amini, S~rl~l~lerrrc~~rrr~trr E r ~ ~ ~ i l ~ i c I e ~ ~ ~ ~ r  (Bonn. 1913). 9-32: Hyg. Foh. 186: Apollotl. -7. 5. 5: 

Wilarnowilz. Klcirrc, S(.l~r-;/icin~ I (Berlin, 1935). 440-60: C. Aeller cr ol. .  LC ~,i,irrrr.c, ili, Dirrirr.\ c.1 .\or1 rrrili~rr 
(Geneva. 1986). 190-99. 

?3 Preller/Robert 11. 114-19: Burkcrt. Honro Nc,c~'rrr~s. 185-89 (German version. 207-1 I ): L I M C  I I ( l l ) X I  ). S5-l-7 (E. 
Simon), 718-23 (F. Heger). 111 1 (1986). 634-44 (F. Hcgcr). 

'.' See. respectively, Burkcrt, S~r.rrc./rrre. 61: 16 and Er'rrrr-. Hrrr-(11 26 (Geneva, 1980). 184: Rank. ( ;C / , I~ / . / .  71-80. Nolc 
also F. Graf. G~.ic,c.lrisc.lrc~ Myrlrolo~ic (Munich/Zurich. 1085). 56-57. on Burkert's interpretation of 'the mother's 
tragedy '. 
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Apparently, great heroes come into being during periods of intense crisis and transition in their 
niother's lives and they become the more extraordinary thanks to their mothers'  hardship^.?^ 

Otto Rank rightly noted the prominence of grandfathers in the exposure legends. Instead of 
identifying these (mainly maternal) grandfathers with the real father as Rank did. we should 
observe the difference between the two. In Greece, as in Rome, a boy usually had a much 
better relationship with his maternal grandfather than with his own father. The animosity of the 
maternal grandfather therefore fits neatly in the pattern we have discussed. The marginality of 
the hero is stressed through the rejection by the person who nomally should have loved him 
most. In the case of Romulus and Remus there is a somewhat different situation. Ilia is the 
victim of her father's brother, the patrulrs - in Rome always a type of severity. The rejection 
of the Roman twins, then, is less marked than in most Greek versions of the exposure legend."' 

Romulus and Remus were not the only foundlings to survive. The careers of Sargon of 
Akkad, Cyrus. Perseus and Pope Gregory, amongst many others, show that this motif is very 
widespread. In some cases the miraculous salvation is even stressed by the addition of an 
escape from other dangers as well. Moses, for example, not only survived his exposure in the 
river but also the murder of Israel's children by the Pharaoh (E.rocl~rs 1. 2), and the latter motif 
returns in the childhood stories of Jesus who survived the murder of the children of Bethlehem 
( M o t t h e ~ ,  2). It is remarkable that we encounter the same motif amongst the legends 
surrounding Augustus' birth. One of his freedmen, the Syrian (!) Marathus, related that some 
months before the emperor's birth an omen was observed predicting the birth of a king. 
Subsequently the senate decreed that no boy born that year should be reared, but 'those whose 
wives were pregnant saw to i t  that the decree was not filed in the treasury, since each one hoped 
that the prediction applied to himself' (Suetonius Aug. 94).?' 

Recent decades have shown that it is especially the statesman in exile or seclusion who is apt 
to be recalled to power in order to remove the chaos: De Gaulle, Karamanlis, Khomeini. The 
move from the margin to the center is also a traditional part of the lives of religious innovators 
such as Jesus, Mohammed and Buddha.?# The pattern evidently reflects a culturally widespread 
feeling that innovation and renewal do not come from the established powers but from the 
margin. It seems therefore natural to interpret the beginning of the tales discussed as a 
narrative ploy. The rise to power of the hero within the community acquires greater relief from 
the stress on his earlier marginality and rejection from that community. 

3. Coming of Age in Latium 

After the exposure, the twins were suckled by a she-wolf. To the Romans. the wolf was typical 
for the non-civilised world, a symbol of the 'Sphare des unheimlichen Draussen'. Obsequens 
and Livy supply many examples of wolves entering the city - an entry which usually signified 

2i Cf. J. F. Nagy. Tlie Wisdonr ($,flte Otirlo~,.  T l~e  Bo~hood Dec~cls rf Fit111 it1 Gaelic Nurrrrri1.c~ Trudirintr (Berkeley 
etc.. 1985). 97f, for a fine discussion of the 'mother's tragedy' in Celtic mythology. 

"Greece: Bremmer. 'The Importance of the Maternal Uncle and Grandfather in Archaic and Classical Greece and 
Early Byzantium', %PE SO (19831, 173-186. Rome: J.- P. Hallett, For1fer.c crtirl Dorr,qhre,s irr Rotnarr S(J<'~P!\ 
(Princeton. 19X4), 127-129; M. Bettini, ' "Pater, Avunculus. Avus" nella cultura Romana piu arcaica'. Arlletruerrn~ 
72 ( 1984). 468-49 1 .  Porrtrrt.~: Hallett, 189- 196. 

" Cf. Binder (above, n. 8 )  which is summarized with some corrections and additions in EII:. d .  Mdrc,ll. 1 (1977). 
1048-66: D. B. Bedford. 'The Literary Motif of the exposed Child', Ntrrrietr 14 (1967). 209-228; B. Lewis, Tlre 
Sur.,qotr Le~erid (Cambridge Ma,ss., 1980); P. Ottino. 'L'abandon aux eaux et I'introduction de I'lslam en 
lndonesie et B Madagascar', in E~~rcles sirr I'OcPoti Itirlietr (Paris, 1984). 193-222: D. Ward. in K. Ranke (ed.), 
Ol:~klo/~iirlic~ des Miirc,hc~ris, vol. 4 ( 1984). l387f. 

" A. Droogers. 'Symbols of Marginality in the Biographies of Religious and Secular Innovators', Ntrt,ietr 27 (1980). 
105-121. 
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bad news.?"t the same time, the wolf was also the animal par. e.\-c.ellence of Mars. a god 
closely connected with the world of nature ( S  5) .  In the case of the twins, the association with 
Mars was clarified by the addition of the woodpecker. as helper of the she-wolf likewise 
associated with Mars.'" Evidently, the Romans wanted to stress the close connection of the 
twins with Mars. 

Many Asian peoples derive their origin from a wolf as ancestor. In this respect the Roman 
version is already more 'civilised', and its closest parallels can be found in Greece. The Cretan 
Miletos was the son of Apollo and a nymph. who, fearing the wrath of her father, exposed her 
baby in the woods. The god sent some wolves to feed the boy until shepherds came who raised 
him. When Miletos had grown up, he fled from Crete to Asia Minor where he founded the 
homonymous city. Our oldest source, Herodorus (about 400 BC), does not mention the wolves 
or the education by shepherds. but these details do occur in the version of Antoninus Liberalis 
who wrote in the mid second century AD and must have been well acquainted with the Roman 
foundation myth; even his source Nicander, who wrote in the mid second century BC. could 
well have been exposed to strong Roman influence, as Jacoby long since observed.?' 

Secondly, in a story locaiised in Arcadia, Lykastos and Parrhasios were the children of Ares 
and the local nymph Phylonome. Out of fear of her father, the nymph exposed the twins in the 
river Erymanthos, but they landed safely on one of the banks where a she-wolf fed them. After 
a while, a shepherd, Tyliphos, found them and raised them as his own childrert. When the 
twins had grown up, they became the chiefs of the Arcadians. Our earliest authority for this 
story is only 'Zopyrus of Byzantium', one of the Sch~~it~cleloutor.en cited by Pseudo-Plutarch: 
that is calculated to discourage any confidence in the antiquity. independence and authority of 
the tale. Miletos and the Arcadian twin in fact represent eloquent testimony to the ~mpact of 
Romulus and Remus upon the imagination of the lesser Greek mythographers of the Imperial 
period. They are calques not parallels, alas.'? 

As soon as the twins were ieady to be weaned. they were found by the shepherd Faustulus. 
His name has repeatedly been connected with the god Faunus, and interesting observations 
have been made on the association of the twins with the Roman equivalent of the Greek god 
Pan. However, the connection of Faustulus with falrstlrs is unimpeachable; speculations based 
upon other etymologies have therefore to be rejected. We can only say with some certainty that 
Faustulus' place in the story is old.j3 

I" Obsequens 13 Itrpi . . . e.wgitrrti . . . jiterrtrrr. 27a . . . Irrl~rts i*i,yilrr?r lotlirn~ir er irrret. rru?arlrrmr eflir,qir. 49 Irrprrs r r r ~ l ~ i ~ ~ r ~  
irr,qre.ssrrs . . .  oc.c.isrrs. Brtho . . .  oc.cisrrs: Liv. 27. 37. 3. 32. 29. 2, 33. 36. 9. 41. 9. 6: C. Renel. Crrlres r~~ilirrrir.c,s tlr 
Ro/?le (LyonParis. 1903). 79-82: J. Bayet. 'L'etranse "omen" de Sentinum'. in  Hon~rlltr,qe.~ A. Grrrric~r. (Brussels. 
1962). 244-256: Th. Kiives-Zulauf. Rec1c.11 rrrrd Sc~lnc~c~igerr (Munich. 1972). 246: W. Richter. RE Supp. 15 (1978). 
972. 

jn Wolf: Richter (n. 29). 979t  W~odpecker: Plut. M. 268F: A. Steicr. RE I11 A (1929). 1549: R. Merkelhach. 
'Spechtfahne und Stan~rnessagc der Picentes', in Srrrrli irr orrore tli U. E .  Ptroli (Florence. 1956). 5 13-520: P. 
Scarpi, 'Picus: una mediazione per la "Storia" '. B l F G  5 (1979-80). 138-163. 0.. Szemerenyi. 'The name of  the 
Pii~c~r~tes'.  in  Sl~ruc.lle rrrid Gc,.sr~/ric~hte. Fes/sc./rr.$i jfir Hcrr~.i Meiczr. : r r r r l  65 Gehrrrrsrrrg (Munich. 197 1 ). 53 1-54.  
has shown that the often-claimed connection between Picus and Picentes rests on a misunderstanding. 

j' Wol f  as ancestor: Alfoldi. Srrrrklrtr.. 39-85; D. Sinor. 'The Legendary Origin o f  the Turks'. in FO/i'/Ol.ii'cl: 
Fesrsc.11r.fr ,for Fo1i.r .I. Oitios (Bloomington. 1982). 223-257: W. Heissig. in Strrrlic~r~ rrrr &tlrriogc~rrc~.sc~. Ahh. 
Rheinisch-Westf. Ak. Wiss., vol. 72 (1985). 44. Miletos: Herodoros F C r H  31 F 45: Antoninus Lih. 30: Apollod. 
3. 5: Jacoby on Nicander F C r H  27212. p.330. 

3? Lykastos and Parrhasios: Zopyros crl?. Plut. M .  3 14EF: Servius Arrr. I 1. 3 1 : Steph. Byz. 5.1,. Prrrrlrtr.siir. 

" On the connection o f  Faustulus with Faunus see most recently: Binder. Arrssrt:rrrrg. X4f: D. Briquet. 'Les enfances 
de Roniulus et Remus', in H. Zehnackerl G. Hentz (edd.). H O I ? I I I I ~ I , ~ ~ , S  (i Rohci.r Sc11illi11,q (Paris. 1983. 53-66). 56f. 
I am grateful to R. P. S. Beekes for an illuminaling discussion o f  the etymologies o f  Faustulus and Faunus (lettcr 
12 Apri l  1985). Faustulus old: Ogilvie on Liv. 1.4. 7. 
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The same cannot be said of his wife. Acca Larentia, who is mentioned first by Ennius. 
Evidently. a more enlightened age had become sceptical about she-wolves suckling twins and 
looked for a more acceptable version. To that end a whore was introduced into the story,'since 
the Romans used the same term (Irr/xi) for she-wolves and prostitutes. The only whore 
available in Roman mythology was Acca Larentia, a girl who had pleased Hercules and greatly 
enriched the Roman state; the choice must have been evident.IJ At first sight, the close 
connection of the twins with a prostitute looks hardly acceptable for the reputable Romans, but 
aniong various peoples the marginal origin of a later king or hero was stressed by letting him 
descend from a whore. In the Old Testcinrent. the judge Jephtha is the son of a harlot (Jlrdges 
1 1. I). Eruand, the founder of the Persian Orontid dynasty. was born out of wedlock from a 
mother who is described as 'libidinous'. Lamissio, one of the Lonibard chiefs (a king?) during 
their early wanderings. was the son of a whore (17re1.err-i.v) and in addition exposed in a pond. 
and in the Middle Ages to be 'a son of a bitch' was even considered to be a good omen. We 
may compare the case of Servius Tullius who was reputed to be the son of a slave, but who 
became in many ways the second founder of Rome. 

The introduction of Acca clearly shows how deeply rooted the she-wolf was: even a more 
rationalistic age could not present the story without a Ir~pa. We do not know when the 
discussion about the circumstances of the birth started. An inscription found on Chios in the 
nineteen-fifties. which most likely dates from about 190 BC, nieniions the raising of a relief 
depicting the birth of the twins in such a way which 'one would rightly reckon to be true'. Are 
these words perhaps a reference to the debate?Ii 

The twins grew up under the guardianship of Faustulus and other shepherds. The education 
is not without parallels. even in Italy. The first king of Alba, Silvius. was born 'in the house of 
the shepherd Tyrrhus'. However, his name, which is found only in later sources, looks too 
transparent not to be a late invention, and his story is probably modelled on the Roman 
foundation myth ."On the other hand, the myth of the founder of Praeneste. Caeculus. who 
was also raised in pastoral surroundings. looks at least partially authentic (Chapter 4). 

In Greek niythology we find Paris raised among shepherds. as were Amphion and Zethos, the 
founders of Thebes, and Neleus and Pelias. the sons of Antiope. The connection between noble 
youths and shepherds is already found in the lliocl where Achilles confronted Aeneas when 
shepherding (20. 91), and killed the brothers of Andromache when they were herding cattle (6. 
4230; in the Orlyssey, Athena transfornied herself into a royal shepherd boy (13. 223). 
Apparently. i t  belonged to the 'career' of royal adolescents to spend some tinie among 

'-' Acca Lal-cnlia: Ogilvie on Liv. 1. 4. 7 (with earlier bibliography): aclcl D. Sabhatucci. ' l l  niito di Acca Larentia'. 
SMSR 29 ( 195X). 41 -76: Moniigliano. Qlrar./o c~orirril~rrro (Rome. 1969). 47 1-79 ( I st cd. 1939 ): G. Radke. 'Acca 
Larentia und die fratrcs Arvales', ANRH/ 1. 2 ( 1972). 421-41: F. Courelli. 11 For-o Kor~iorro (Rome. 19x3). 261 -282. 
Skutsch on Enn. A. I. xliv rightly stresses that thc testimony ofthe OGR (20. 3 )  that Acca I'igi~red in Ennius should 
now be accepted; his suggestion that after the introduction of Acca another Iirlxr was postulated in Rome's 
mythological past is unccononiical. 

3 - 
" Eruand: Moses Khorcnats'i 2. 37, el'. R. W. Thonison (tr.). Mosc~s Klror.oru/.r'i. Hisror:~ of' /he Arr,ierlic~ri.s 

(Cambridge Mass./London. 1978). 17Xf. Lamissio: Paul. Diac. Hisr. Lorrg. 1. 15. Middle Ages: J .  Grinim. 
Derr/.sc,hc, M~/lrolo,yio. vol. 3, 4th ec!. (Berlin. 1x78). 441 nr. 221: Chios: SEG XXX. 1073 = 1. Ch. 78. in F. Graf, 
Nor.tlior?isc~lrc Krrlre (Rome, I9X.5). 456. wilh earlier bihliosraphy, acld S. R. F. Pricc. Rirlrc11.s arrcl Pmt*o.. Tlrc 
Ror~rtrr~ /t~rl~o.icrl C I I I /  it1 A.rio Mirror. (Cambridge. 1983 ) 4 1 . 43. 

I0 F. '~u\ tu lu~:  Richard on OGR p.172 with all texts. Eclucation among shcpherds: Liv. 1. 4. 8: Plut. Roni. 6: Just. 43. 
2. 6. X: Flor. Epir. I. 1. 5. Silvius: Schwegler. RG. 3371'1; already haw that the tradition regardin? Silvius was latc: 
hee also Osilvie on Liv. 1. 3.4-6. Schriider. Ca/o. 13 1-6. persuasively argues that Silvius did not occur in Cato ( F  
I 1 P) as has always been accepted. 
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shepherds outside civilisation. It fils perfectly into this custom that Apollo, a god closely 
connected with initiation, also had to herd himself." 

Many Iranian kings were raised in similar ccnditions. Herodotus (1. 110-14) relates how 
Cyrus grew up among shepherds until nis tenth year. Artashes 11, successor to the Orontid 
dynasty and focus of many Armenia11 legends, was brought up in the cottages of shepherds and 
herdsmen. Artashir, the founder of the Sassanian dynasty, was reputedly the son of a shepherd 
and suckled by a goat. And finally, according to the Shahname. the national Iranian epic. the 
legendary king Kai Khusro was also brought LIP among shepherds and, like Cyrus. showed his 
qualities at the age of ten. The Iranist Widengren has rightly compared these traditions with 
reports that Persian youths underwent a severe training in areas outside civilisation. As Strabo 
(15. 3. 18) noted, it was pan of their initiation to wander through woods and mountains, and to 
eat wild fruits and acorns. The raising by shepherds, then. is the mythical reflection of this 
education.'Vt seems reasonable to ascribe a similar meaning to the Greek and Roman myths. 
since Mediterranean shepherds are typically people of the marginal areas."' This part of the 
Roman foundation myth evidently reflects an Indo-European coniing of age ritual which 
disappeared at an early moment in Roman history. 

There is one other element in the education of Romulus and Remus which suggests an origin 
in the archaic age. Eutropius pictures Romulus as a cattle-stealer, and Schwegler already 
suggested that the traditions in which Romulus helped shepherds against rustlers were later 
transformations of tales in which tlie founder of Rome himself participated in cattle-lifting. 
Raids for cattle can hardly have been a rare occurrence at a time when cattle were still one of 
the main sources of movable wealth. and wars were carried on mainly for the acquisition of 
booty: the death of Tatius was explained as caused by a raid in which his friends had abducted 
some herds.."' 

The involvement of youth in cattle-raids appears also among other early Indo-European 
societies. Raiding was one of the activities of the Greeks before Troy and we hear Achilles 
boasting about his theft of Aeneas' oxen (11. 20. 188-190). His was the act of a fully qualified 
warrior, but elsewhere cattle-rustling is ascribed to novices. When the embassy of the Greeks 
besought Achilles to return to the battle-field. Nestor told how he, still very young. had taken 
part with others - the youth of Pylos? - in a cattle-raid against the Eleans. From the sequel 
we learn that he was not yet entitled to carry heavy arms according to his father Neleus. 
Evidently, the whole episode relates Nestor's coniing of age and has an initiatory background.'' 

" Paris: Euripides Ale.\-tr1ri11.0~ ( P . i 3 . v ~ . .  3650 with earlier bibliography). IA 12Slf1': Schol. Lye. 138. Amphion rind 
Zethos: Apollod. 3. 5. 5. Pelias :uid Neleus: Apollod. I. 9. 8: note also Plirisus and Hellcn (Schol. Ar. Nrrh. 257). 
Apollo: 11. 2. 766. 2 1 . 3.18; T r G F  Arl. F 72 1 ; D. Fliickiser-Gupgenlicini. Ciiiilic.lrc Giisic, (Bern. IC)81). 1281': 
Vcrsnel (above n. 15). Note also A. Brelich. G l i  cjroi g t~1 . i  (Ronic. 1958). 182. 

'"rtashes 11: Moses Kliorenats'i 7. 37. cf. Thornson (above. n. 35). 1791'. Arclnsliir: Ktrt.ttiotttrX 1 .  6-7. el: T. 
Noelcleke, 'Geschiclite cles Artaclisir i Papahran'. Reiit.iigc :tit. Krrtrtlo i1c.t. i t r i l o ,~c~r t t t i r t~ i~~ i~I~c t~  Sl)r.oc.lrc~tt 1 ( 1878. 
22-69). 361': Moses Khorcnats'i 2. 70. cf. Thornson. 2 17. Kai Kliusro: Firtlausi. Slrtrlt~rirtrrc~ 12. -11'. cf. J. Molil. Lit  
li1-rc1 c1c.s rois I1 1841). 121-423. In gcneral: G. Widcngren. 'La I6gcncle royalc dc I ' l ~ r n  antique'. in 
Hotlrt,ric,qe.s ri Gcot.,qc.s Drrtlri:il (Brussels. 1960). 225-237 (too DumCzilian): iil(,rrr. Dct. Fi~rrilirli.rttrrr.r ittr trlic,tr It.irtr 
(Cologne and Opladcn. 1969). 82-88. 

"'R. MncMullen. Rotllcrtl Soc.iol Reloiiotrs (New Haven. 1971). 1-3. 1471': M. C. Amourcr~i. 'L'lconographic. tlu 
hcrgcr'. in I(~orro,qrrrl,lric. ci 1ris1oit.c~ rlcs trrc~trioliiis (Pnris. 1970). 155- 167: B. D. Shaw. ' "Eaters o f  Flcsh. Drinkers 
of  Milk" tlie Ancient Mediterranean Ideology of  the Pastoral Nomatl'. i\trc.. So(.. 1314 ( Ic)X2/X3). 7-31. Homer: 
Orl. 16. 27f. 

-'"Romulus: Eutrop. BI.~,I . .  I. 1. 7: Scliweglcr. RG. 131 n. 26. Booty: Alf(iltli. Ear.!\. Rotrrc, otril /Ire, Loiitt.c (Ann 
Arbor. 1965). 377. and Etrir. Htrt.tli 13 (Geneva. 1967). 2691': W. V. tlarrix. Il'irt. ir~rtl Ittrl~c~r.iirliarr it/ Rc~l~rrl~lii~irtr 
Rotllc, (Oxford. 1979). 59. Tatius: D H  1. 5 1. 1 .  

-" Honi. 11. I 1. 670ff. cf. P. Walcot, 'Catrle raiding. heroic tratlitions ;uitl ritual: the Greek cviclcncc', Nisi. of'Re,l. I 8  
(1979). 326-351: B. Bravo. 'Sylotr', ASNP Ill I 0  (1980. 675-987). 951-58: F. Badcr. in R. Blocli (cd.). Ri~i.lri~t~c~lrc~s 
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As regards the Germanic peoples, Caesar (BG 6. 23. 6) relates that 'acts of banditry which 
take place outside the boundaries of each people carry no infamy; and they claim that these acts 
take place in order to train the young men and to reduce sloth' (crtqlre ea iul~e17rlrtis e.rer-cenclcre 
ac desiclioe nlinrtenclae c,artsa fieri pr-aedic.at?t). It is important to note that participation was 
obligatory, since the stay-at-homes were reckoned among 'the ranks of desertors and traitors'; 
the forays probably had an initiatory character. The object of these raids very often was cattle, 
'the only and most welcome riches' of the Germans, as was the case when the Sygambri 
crossed the Rine to pillage the Eburones and 'seized a great quantity of cattle, for which the 
barbarians are most greedy' (BG 6. 35. 6). 

Among the ancient Celts, the Irish have preserved vivid memories of the times in which 
cattle-raids were an honourable activity. The most famous raid is the Tai t~ ho C~railt~ge which 
recounts the initiatory geste of the great Ulster hero Cuchulain. but the titles of a great number 
of similar epics have survived. though the contents are now irretrievably lost. These poems 
originally narrated the raiding of cattle, but in the final form that we have this subject is already 
vanishing into the background. Around the year 1000 AD the word for raid, taiti, had virtually 
disappeared and was replaced by ct-ech, a word which contains a pejorative undertone absent in 
tuin. As much earlier in mainland Gaul, the cattle-raid had gradually given way to different 
fonns of warrior exploits, forms that were better adapted to a society in which cattle were no 
longer the main expression of wealth.J? 

We are much less well informed about the activities of the Indo-Iranian youth, but the Veda 
knows of an autonomous group of young men, the Marut, who function as the retinue of the 
god Indra and help him to steal cattle. Also the A ~ v s t a  relates that the booty of the initiatory 
bands, the rnait.ya, consisted of cattle..'j The comparative evidence, then, helps to support the 
idea that in the early versions of the myth cattle-stealing was part of the coming of age of 
Romulus and re mu^..'^ 

4. The Killing of Remus 

Having been educated by the shepherds, the twins managed eventually to kill their uncle and to 
restore their grandfather Numitor to the throne. Contrary to what one would expect, Romulus 
and Remus did not stay in Alba but moved back to Rome to found a new city. Here the twins 
started to quarrel and when Remus jumped over the new city wall in defiance of his brother, 
Romulus killed him. The murder is already mentioned in Ennius (At717. 94f Skutsch) and 
constitutes an integral part of the legend in later times, even though more recent generations, 
apparently unlike Ennius, either blamed Romulus for Remus' death or tried to exculpate him? 

srrr- 1r.s r.c,li,~iorrs clr I'ur~ticlrtitk c.lo.ssiclrte (Genevaparis. 1980), 9-83 (often too Dumezilian); P. Vidal-Naquet, Le 
c.lrcrssc~rtr- tioir-. 2nd ed. (Paris, 1983 ), 17 1 : Graf. Gr-iec~lii.sclic~ Mytliolo,qic~ , 6 3 ,  73f. 

'" Cf. G. Dottin, 'Les razzias epiques'. Re).. Celt. 40 ( 1  923), 127- 134; J. Weisweiler, Zs. f. celr. Philol. 24 ( 1954). 
26-28: P. 6 Riain, 'The "Crech Rig" or "Regal Prey" ', Ei,qsc' 15 (1973). 24-30. 

'" \'eclct and Marut: S .  Wikander, Der- ctr-ische Miiririer-hrrr~cl (Diss. Uppsala. 1938): L. Renou, Etrrdc,.s ~~c;diclrre.s er 
pur1irr6etrne.s I0 (Paris. 1962): 1. C. Heesterman. Itrcln-lr-atliar1 .Iorrr-tiul 6 (1962). 16f; B. Lincoln, PI-iesrs. War-r.ior:~ 
ctnd Curtle !Berkeley etc.. 1981 ). 122-132; B. Oguibenine, 'Le symbolisme de la razzia d'aprks les hymnes 
vkdiques'. Er. Iticlo-Ero-. 5 (1983). 1-17: R. Katz Arabagian. 'Cattle Raiding and Bride Stealing'. Reli~iori 14 
( 1984). 107- 142. Avesra and riluir-yct: Wikander. op. tit.; G. Widengren, Hoch,qo//,qlct~rhe in1 ulrc~n Ir-nri 
(Uppsala/Leipzig, 1938). 3 1 1-35 1 ; Lincoln, loc. c.it. 

"" For the sections on cattle-raiding and the asylum ( S  5). 1 have drawn on my 'The suodales of Poplios Valesios', 
ZPE 47 (1982), 133-147, but not without additions and revisions. 

J5 For the praise or blame of Romulus, see most recently the detailed survey by H. J. Kramer. in H. FlasharIK. Gaiser 
(edd.). Synrrsio. Fest,quhefiir- Wnl[quti,q Sc~lrudc~~r~uldt (Pfullingen, 1965). 355-402. 
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The manner of Remus' death is intriguing and Ogilvie (on Liv. 1. 6. 3) has argued that 'the 
evil consequences which attend contempt of walls is Greek in origin, recalling the tale of 
Poimandros and Leukippos or Oeneus and Toxeus.' How close are these Greek parallels? 
Plutarch (Mor-. 299C) relates the following Boeotian myth about king Poimandros who had 
fortified Poimandria. 'Polycrithus the master-builder, however, who was present. spoke 
slightingly of the fortifications and, in derision, leaped over the moat. Poimandros was enraged 
and hastened to throw at him a great stone which had been hidden there from ancient days, set 
aside for use in the ritual of the Nyctelia. This stone Poimandros snatched up in his ignorance, 
and hurled. He missed Polycrithus. but slew his son Leucippus' (tr. F. Babbitt, Loeb). 

The resemblance with Remus' death is striking, but a recently published papyrus relates a 
rather different version: '. . . by Amphitryon . . . Rhianus, in the . . .th book of the Her.uc~leicr 
(Suppl. Hell. no. 715 Lloyd-JonesParsons), says that Poimandros married Stratonike. the 
daughter of Euonymus (?). and begot three sons. Anchippus (?), Ephippus and Leukippus, and 
two daughters, Rhexipyle (?) and Archeptoleme. Aristophanes, in the first book of the 
Boeotika, says that Ephippus who jumped over [the ditch] lost his life at the hands of his father 
Poemandrus, as is the prevailing opinion. He also says that Toxeus lost his life in the same 
circumstances at the hand of his father Oeneus [cf. Apollod. 1. 8. 1 with no further details]. So 
g . . . ' 4 h  Unfortunately, the lacuna has not yet been satisfactorily filled in, and the papyrus 
continues: 'As regards Poimandros, he says, when he encircled the city with a ditch, his son 
Ephippus claimed that he [ie Ephippus] could easily leap over the ditch. When Poimandros 
forbade i t  and Ephippus leaped across, then . . .'." Here the papyrus maddeningly breaks off. It 
is impossible to date the content of the papyrus, apart from its palaeographical date (II/III AD). 
According to its editor (note 47), the text is a commentary on Lycophron 326 where Polyxena 
is sacrificed 'into a deep poit7iundt.iu (ditch)', but the mention of Amphitryon at the beginning 
of the papyrus really speaks against this suggestion. /f Lycophron's poinlandt.icr recalls 
Poimandrus' ditch (which it could, in theory. regardless of whether or not the papyrus is a 
commentary on Lyc. 326), then Ephippus' jump (and thus a Greek parallel for the death of 
Remus) would have been known as early as the first half of the third century BC. Moreover, 
the Aristophanes mentioned in the first account is quoted twice by Plutarch (Mot.. 864D. 86617) 
and will hardly have been a contemporary: Jacoby (on FGrH 369) dates him to about 400 BC. 
but offers no real evidence for this contention. It is then reasonable to accept the existence of a 
Greek parallel for the manner of Remus' death. On the other hand, the Greek slanderer was not 
killed, and Remus jumped a wall, although Plutarch lets him jump a moat - surely in imitation 
of the Boeotian myth. Puce Ogilvie, then, these stories do not fully explain the manner of 
Remus' death.'" 

In his discussion of the Roman triumph. H. S. Versnel also made the comparison between 
Poimandros and Remus but he arrived at this point by a completely different route. Having 
observed that the Roman ti-iunipi~ntor- entered Rome through a special gate, which was opened 
only for this ceremony and not used at any other time, he pointed to.the related ritual for the 
winners of the Olympic games. The Olympic victors were allowed to enter their native city 
through a gap in the wall. which was especially made for the occasion; this special entry, the 

4h The first editor (see next note) assumes a change of source at this point. but this is unlikely because of the gap in 
line 24. 

47 P.0.y. 2463. ed. and tr. J. Rea, although I follow the interpretation of E. G. Turner in line 24ff. The papyrus has 
been overlooked by H. Beister. 'Probleme bei der Lokalisierung des homerischen Graia in Bootien'. in G. Aryoud 
and P. Roesch (edd.). Lo Bbotic atitiqlre (Paris. 1985). 131-36, esp. 132f. I am most grateful to Albert Henrichi 
for discussing this papyrus with me (letter 6 February 1986). 

jX Remus jumping a wall: Enn. Atiti. 96  Skutsch: Liv. I. 7. 2: DH. I .  87. 4. Jumping a moat: Plut. Rnr71.10. 
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eiselasis, was even so characteristic for the victor that numerous other games were called 
agor~es eiselastikoi in later times. Moreover, the relation between the Greek and Roman ritual 
was already perceived by the Greeks themselves, as they used the term eiselasisleiselauno for 
the Roman triumph. On the basis of this comparison, Versnel suggests that in both cases the 
wall forms a magic circle which ensured 'the continued presence of the ntana-bearer and of the 
blessing he brought upon the city.' The death of Remus was the fatal consequence of breaking 
this magic of the wall, as were the deaths of Leucippus and Toxeus, and the illness of Miltiades 
who jumped over the wall of Demeter's Parian sanctuary.'" 

Versnel's elegantly argued solution seems debatable. As he observed himself. the Porra 
Trilrn~pkalis does not form part of the city wall. Perhaps the transition through the gate was 
meant to keep the t~.iunlphator within the city area of Rome, but it is difficult to see how the 
custom could have helped to keep him within the city wall. The jump by Leucippus/Ephippus 
and Toxeus over a moat also hardly proves that the Greeks considered their city wall to form a 
magic circle, and Miltiades' illness is explained by Herodotus (6. 134) as the fatal consequence 
of his haste in leaping down from (not over) the wall of the sanctuary - a perfectly natural 
cause - and nowhere related to his violation of the magic of the wall. The breach in the wall 
for the Olympic victor is perhaps best explained as the dramatization of his entry through a 
certain delay and resistance (cf. Chapter 8). 

There is in fact a striking difference between Greece and Rome regarding the walls. In 
Rome, except for the gates, the city walls were considered to be inviolate and sacred, as 
Plutarch (Mor.. 270/1), quoting Varro, states - an idea perhaps derived from the Etruscans who 
also considered their walls to be sacred (Festus 358. 21). Crossing the walls, in fact, was 
punishable by death, a penalty which was explicitly connected with Remus' death (Pomp. Dig. 
1. 8. 1 1 ) .  The myth of Remus' death, then, seems to have functioned as a deterrent against 
crossing the sacred walls. even though we do not know the age of this traditi~n.~" 

Remus' death naturally raises a preliminary question. Why was Rome founded by twins in 
the first place? Basically, two answers have found acceptance in modem times. First, the great 
expert on Indo-European traditions, the late Georges DumCzil, understandably interpreted 
Romulus and Remus as the Roman variant of the Indo-European concept of twins as 
exemplified by the Dioskouroi and, especially, the Vedic Nasatya-Asvin. These latter twins 
'rajeunissent les veillards, guCrissent les hommes et les animaux malades et reparent les 
mutilCs, accouplent, enrichissent, sauvent des dangers et des persecutions, donnent des vaches 
et des chevaux merveilleux, font jaillir le lait et I'hydromel etc.' Pace DumCzil. the Roman 
twins do not perform anything even remotely ~omparable.~ '  

Second, a connection has been proposed between the twins and various dual organisations of 
ancient Rome, be it the dual consulate or the much older duality of the once separate Roman 
communities on the Palatine and the Quirinal with their corresponding two bands of Salii and 
Luperci, with whom Romulus and Remus were closely connected in later times. Both 

" Cf. H. S. Versnel, Tr.irrt7ll1hrrs (Diss. Leiden, 1970). 132-163 (Pot.tcr TI-irrt71phrrli.s). 155 (literary evidence for 
Olympic victors: add Plin. NH 16. 12 which shows that the entry was originally meant for Olympic victors only). 
162 (wall as magic circle; comparison of Remus with Poimandros). Agotles eiselnsrikoi: L. Robert. HSCP 81 
(1977). 33 n. 161 (with many examples). Eiselasisltt~irm~phrrs: see. for instance. DH 9. 71. 4; Plut. Rom. 16. 8, 
Prrhl. 9. 5, Can!. 30. 2. Fah. 24. 3, Mmrc.. 8. I ,  Ponlp. 14. 4. 

"'According to Zonaras 7. 3. crossing the moat of an army camp was punishable with death, because Remus was 
killed for having jumped the moat around Rome. Zonaras. who follows Plutarch (cf. K. Ziegler, RE I1 XA. 1972, 
726f), is demonstrably wrong, cf. Mod. Dig. 49. 16. 3. 17. 

" Nasatya-Asvin: Dumezil, La reli,qiotl rot17oit7e arr.llrriqrte. 2nd ed. (Paris, 1974). 262-266, who is followed by R. 
Schilling, Rites. c.rtlr~s, rlierc.\- de Rot17e (Paris. 1979). 103, and, with some reservations. by B. Liou-Gille. Crrltes 
'11Proirlrre.s' rot71uitt.s (Paris. 1980). 158-160 (with a full bibliography on the special position of twins). 
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explanations misjudge the special position of twins. All over the world twins occupy a special 
position which is nowhere related to dual tribal organisations but to their uniqueness. Most 
likely, the Romans have used this atypical position to accentuate the special status of their 
founders. Similarly, Rome's neigbour Tibur was founded by Coras and Catillus, ,qentinifr.otr-es 
(but see also Ch. 1 and Ch. 4, 4), and Thebes' walls were built by the twins Amphion and 
Z e t h o ~ . ~ ?  

Why did Remus have to go? Recently, his death has been variously explained by the political 
development of ancient Rome, by Indo-European traditions and by a kind of structuralist 
approach. Cornell has suggested that the Roman state, after the fusion of the Palatine and the 
Quirinal, required a single founder and thus eliminated one of the brothers. This explanation is 
implicitly based on the idea that the twins originated in the dual organisation of early Rome - 
an idea which we have already rejected (above). Two Indo-Europeanists have proposed a 
much more adventurous solution. They see in the Roman foundation myth a reflection of a 
primeval Indo-European creation myth. Unfortunately, they can only fit Remus into their 
scheme by etymological juggling: Remus is really derived from proto-Indo-European *Yemo, 
or 'twin', under the influence of Ruma, Roma and Romulus. To say nothing of other 
improbabilities in their reconstruction, such as the existence of a primeval twin with the names 
Twin and Man, one can only agree with a recent critic that the reconstructed meaning of 
Remus' name is. 'as a matter of fact, a completely superfluous confirmation of the fact that, as 
Livy states, Romulus and Remus were twins'. Finally, it has been suggested that the killing of 
Remus is to a certain extent equivalent to the slaying of the Spartoi by Kadmos before the 
foundation of Thebes and the killing of the dragon by Apollo before the foundation of the 
oracle of Delphi: the definitive order is based on the conquest of the chaos. The problem here 
is that Remus can hardly be interpreted as representing the chaos: he is a decent, if less 
successful individual (he is captured by Amulius' men) than Romulus until his fatal jump.-" 

Even more recently, Burkert has compared Remus' murder with the Jewish myth of Cain and 
Abel. After Cain had slain his brother, he fled and founded the very first city in mankind's 
history. In both cases, the new beginning of society is based on la 11iolenc.e fondatrice. 
Burkert's interpretation is explicitly based on the theories of Rene Girard, according to whom 
social stability is preserved only by temporary violence and its ritual resolution - an 
aggression which is regulated through the ritual sacrifice of animals in antiquity. However, the 
parallel with Israel is perhaps not as strong as it looks at first sight. For the early nomadic 
Israelites, the city was the place of hybris (Babylon) and vices (Sodom and Gomorrah). 
Consequently, the foundation of the first city may just be the continuation of Cain's lawless 
behaviour, instead of the foundation of civilisation as in Romulus' case. In any case, one 
cannot help wondering whether the stress on the benefici.al side of violence is not too obviously 
the product of our own violent times to be acceptable as an e~planation.'~ 

2? Twins and dual organisation: Th. Mommsen. Gesoninlelte Sclrr;tiet~ 4. 1 (Berlin, 1906). 1-2 1 : Cornell, 'Aeneas 
and the Twins'. 29-31. J. L. Murga, 'Possihles bases mitologicas de la magistrature binaria romana', Esl. Cltis. 16 
(1972). 1-32, improbably suggests that the dual magistracy was inspired by the myth of the twins. Tihur: Verg. 
Aerr. 7.670. Amphion and Zethos: above, 11.37. 

53 Political organisation: Cornell, 'Aeneas and the twins'. 3 1. Indo-Europeanists: B. Lincoln. 'Thc Indo-European 
Myth of Creation'. Hist. of Rel. 15 (1975). 121-145; J. Puhvel, 'Remus et Frater'. ihicl., 146-157, rep. in J. Puhvel. 
Atralec~to It~cloc~~tropaea (Innsbruck, 1981 ). 300-3 1 1; similarly M. Benabou, 'Rimus, le mur et la mort'. AION- 
Arch. St. Atit. 6 ( 1  984). 103- 1 15. Critique: I. P. Culianu, His/. qf Rel. 12 ( 1  982). 197: similarly F. Bader. B~rll. 
Soc. Ling. Paris 79 (1984). 109. Conquest of chaos: D. Briquel. in R. Bloc11 (ed.). Rec.lrc,rc.l~es srtr Ies t.eligiotis clcl 
I'orltirlrrilh c.lossiqlre (GenevaIParis, 1980). 298-300. 

- '  W. Burkert. Atrtliropolo,~ie cles religiiiserr 0~f i . r :~  (Munich. 1984). esp. 21; see also N. Strosetski. 'Kain und 
Romulus als Stadtgriinder'. Fotsclr. ~rtid Fortschr. 19 (1955). 184-88. Israelites and city: G. Wallis. 'Die stadt in 
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Unfortunately, unlike Greek mythology, the poverty of the Roman mythological tradition 
rarely allows us to compare various myths. It is true that in Conon (c. 48) Amulius kills his 
brother Numitor, but this is evidently a late variant. We simply do not have other Italic 
examples of other fratricides which might elucidate Remus' case. Perhaps, it is relevant that 
Rome had raised only one of the Castores to the ranks of the national gods but even so - 
Pollux was not killed. The murder of Remus remains very much an enigma." 

5. The asylum 

Having killed Remus, Romulus tried to expand his newly-founded city by allowing runaway 
slaves, criminals and murderers to settle there. This procedure embarrassed Livy, attracted the 
scom of early Christian writers, and has never stopped puzzling scholars. The Romans 
themselves explained Romulus' hospitality by positing the existence of an asylum on the 
Capitoline hill, but already our oldest source, the late second century Calpumius Piso (fr. 4 P), 
had no certain information about the place, nor do later authors have anything more specific to 
say. Since the Romans had taken over both the word asylum and the corresponding institution 
from the Greeks, the inference is virtually inescapable that the posited Capitoline asylum is a 
later rationalisation of the unexplainable contribution by criminals to Rome's f o ~ n d a t i o n . ~ ~  

As Alfoldi saw, there is. however, a clear Italic parallel to the Roman mixture of youths and 
criminals. The sons of the Lucani used to be separated from their families at an early age and 
sent to the Brettians who raised them in the bush and trained them to live from plundering 
raids. These boys received into their company runaway slaves, and we only hear about them 
because they had become a nuisance after having founded a separate community.-'7 

We find similar groups among the early Iranians. The Avesra often mentions the mairya, or 
. 'young men', as the term for the members of anti-Zoroastrian bands. Although these bands are 

depicted in the darkest colours and accordingly call for a careful evaluation of the information 
supplied by the A~~esra and other Zoroastrian writings, it is consistent with the Italic material 
that these maiya  are said to be accompanied by robbers. Scholars have for a long time 
connected the Indian equivalent mat:\ia with the term mat-yatitii, the warrior aristocracy of the 
Mitanni. The occurrence of these Indo-European warriors in the Near East at the beginning of 
the second milennium is a splendid example of a group of youths who established themselves 
abroad after one of their raids." 

Less remote in history than these bands of niairya are the bands of Persian youths described 
by Strabo who most likely derived his information from Hecataeus' Perioclos. The boys are 
called car.daces because they have to live by thefi for, according to Strabo, Persian 'car.da 
means the manly and warlike spirit'. This passage of Strabo was deleted by Meineke but 

den ijberlieferungen der Genesis', Zs. f. (1. alttest. Wiss. 78 (1966). 133-147; J. Le Goff, L'lnlcr,qitlaire m@di@~*rrl 
(Paris. 1985), 60, 232. 

" Cf. Schilling (above, n. 51). 338-353 (= Homniages ri Geo,;qes V~rmP:il (Brussels, 1960). 177-192). 

'"ab. Pictor FGrH 809 F4; Calp. Piso F 4 P; Cato F 20 P, cf. Schr6der, Cato, 178-181; Liv. 1. 8. 5; Juv. 8. 272-5 
etc.; Poucet. Ori,qit7es, 193f. 

57 Diod. Sic. 16. 15. If; Justin. 23. I. 7-12; A. Napoli, ' I  rapporti tre Bruzi e Lucani', SMSR 37 (1966), 61-83; 
Alfoldi, Vie  Strukt~tr, 129-1 3 1. 

" Maitya: n. 43. Ma~yant~i: M. Mayrhofer, Vie Arier in1 Vorderen Orient - eit~ Mythos?. SB (Wien, 1974). 
Mayrhofer's survey of recent scholarly opinions in Inl~estigationes pliilologicae et comparatil~ae: Gedenksc/~r(fi 
fur H. Kronusser (Wiesbaden, 1982). 72-90, shows that the objectioils by A. Kammenhuber, Vie Arier in1 
\/orderen Orient (Heidelberg. 1968). 220ff. against the Indo-European interpretation of the maryant~i have not 
been accepted by other scholars. 
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inspection of the palimpsest has shown beyond doubt that his suspicion was unfounded." 
Around 400 BC the cardaces were already mercenaries, and later in the fourth century 
cnrdaces appeared in the army of Autophrodates. At the battle of Issus the c~a~.ckrc.~s seemed to 
have constituted the flower of the Persian army (Bosworth on Arr. 2. 8. 6), and in the early 
second century BC we still hear of a village of c.crr-claces (Walbank on Pol. 5. 79. 11). The term 
recurs in a Pahlavi text, Dra-~t-i-A.siri.ig 18. where it has the meaning 'wanderer', a meaning that 
fits mercenaries and bands of youths who most likely had to wander around in order to live of 
their robberies. In ancient Iran we also find the word n7n1.iX-a. This term, related to n1crii;vcr. 
means 'vassal' in Darius' inscription of Naqsh-i-Rustam. as Widengren has demonstrated in a 
detailed discussion. This strongly suggests, as he rightly observed, that the feudal structure of 
the Achaemenid empire had evolved from a group of young men which had served as a retinue 
and which, i t  may be added, had apparently broken away from the former tribal structure. I t  is 
also in retinues that we find other exarnples of the mixture of youth and criminals."" 

The warriors of the Greek army before Troy are regularly called koltr.oi or kolr~.etes, the 
technical term for the age-set of the young. These warriors were often not in their extreme 
youth but already some years into their adolescence; the situation may be compared with the 
one sketched by Tacitus, in which the Germanic adolescents had already received their 
weapons before they joined one of the chiefs."' Besides these kolrroi, the Greek leaders had a 
kind of inner circle, the hetairoi, a situation again paralleled in Germany where a degree in 
relationship also existed: 'the "company" itself even contains ranks' (g1.crc1ri.s qlrin eriatn ipse 
conlitotrrs hahet) (Germ. 13). The word hetairos often means 'member of an age-set', as 
appears from a number of Homeric passages. The more general meaning 'friend, companion' 
seems to be a later development, since this meaning does not tally so well with the typical 
element sHve which indicates, as Benveniste expressed it. the membership of a group of siens 
propres. Among these hetairoi a number of outlaws can be found. Hector killed Lycophron, 
who had become a hetairos of Ajax after having committed a murder at Cytheron (11. XV. 
430-39): another of Hector's victims was Epigeus, who was a comrade of Achilles after having 
murdered his nephew ( I / .  XVI. 370-75). Telemachos, whose contemporaries constituted his 
hetair.oi, happily received Theoclymenus, a killer fugitive amongst his comrades (Ocl. 15. 224). 
Although these hetairoi often function as a kind of permanent retinue, they were also employed 
for a single expedition as in the case of Diomedes' nocturnal raid ( I / .  X. 234ff; Od. 14. 247)."' 

Among the ancient Germans, retinues also played a prominent role. Tacitus (Gervi. 130 
relates that a boy received his weapons in the assembly from one of the nobles, his father or 
one of his kin. Subsequently, he joined a pr.inceps for whom 'it was always a distinction to be 
surrounded, in peace. by a band of chosen young men' (senlper. elec,tor~rrnl ilrl'enlrn? <?loho 
c.irc~rn7dar.i in pace declrs). The noble youths apparently then moved around to those places 
where war was frequently carried on, and Tacitus stresses that the chief had to bestow lavish 

5Wecataeus: F. Lasserre. MH 33 ( 1  975). 71. Strabo: F. Lasserre olx A. Alfoldi. Sc.lr,c,c,iz. Arc,lr.,f: l'olksk. 17 ( 195 1 ). 
14f: Alfiildi. Strtrkiro, 140. This has (understandably) escaped Walbank on Pol. 5. 79. 1 I and Bosworth on Arr. 2. 
8. 6. 

"'Cr1rr1~c.e.v as mercenaries: Theopompos rrp. Ael. Dion. K I I Erbse, cf. Erbse. U~rtc~r:vrtc~lrrr~~,q~~~~ zrr ilc~rr 
Aifi:i.vti.sc.I~e~i L ~ ~ i k r ~ .  Abh. Ak. Berlin, Philol.- Hist. Klasse 1949, 2 (Berlin, 1950). 41. Erbse has been overlooked 
by Alfoldi. Strt~ktrt~.. 140, and Bosworth on Arr. 2. 8. 6. Moriko: Widengren, Fctrclirlisrrr~ts. 12-2 1. 

" Kortroilkortreles: 11. 111. 183. XIV. 505 etc., cf. H. Jeanmaire. Cortroi ci c.orrrc'/c,s (Lille. 1939). 26-43: Bremmer. 
'Heroes. Rituals and the Trojan War', Sittcli Sio1.ic.o-Rc~ligio,si 2 ( 1978. 5-38). 23-26. 28: Graf. Norzlio~rist~lrc~ Ktrlii,. 
417. 

h? Helairoi and age-set: 11. V. 325f. XVIII. 751: Orl. 3. 363f: on Odysseus. Mentor and other friends see 011. 2. 251. 
17. 68f and 22. 208. H C I N ~ ~ O ;  and sii~11.v ~,rolwcs: E. Benveniste. LC ~.ot.ohrtlairc, tlcs i~rsrilrriiorrs i~rtlo-c~rr~.ol~c;t,~~~~(,.v 
I (Paris. 1969). 33 l f: C. dc Simone. in Stibbe (below. n. 67). 84. 
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gifts on his youths to keep then1 satisfied, gifts acquired 'through warfare and plunder'."' The 
initiatory significance of this stay abroad is well illustrated by Paulus Diaconus' story about the 
Longobard king Audoin refusing his son Alboin Tisc~hget~nssensc~hnfi until he had received his 
weapons from a foreign king. To that end Alboin left the country with a group of forty youths 
to serve another king. again a typical age-group as retinue. Tacitus does not inform us about 
criminals or exiles as being part of Germanic retinues, but the distinguished Germanist 
Reinhard Wenskus has presented extensive evidence that many Germanic nobles received 
outlaws and fugitives into their c.on1itatrrs or used groups of robbers and criminals as their 
warriors; most perceptively, he even compared the foundation of Rome with Germanic 
conditions!" 

Retinues of youths could also be found among the ancient Celts. During the second Punic 
War, Hannibal had to act as an arbiter for the Allobroges, whose king had been expelled by 'his 
brother and his retinue of young men' (fi.nrt.e er coetu irrt~ior.utn: Liv. 21. 3  1. Gf). In this 
particular case we may still remain sceptical but our next instance hardly admits of any doubts. 
During the siege of Gergovia, a certain Convictolitavis tried to persuade 'some young men 
amongst whom was the prince Litaviccus and his brothers. young men of the most 
distinguislied family' (c/rrihrrsclam ~hrlescenrihr~s . . . qrrot.~rn~ erut pt.inceps Litu~~ic.c'rrs urqrre 

eirrs ji.crtt.e.s, crti~plissitno ,fut~ilicr rlari aclrr1esc~ente.s: Caesar BG. 7 .  37. 1). When the plot was 
thwarted, Litaviccus had to flee 'with his clients' (c~lier~rihrrs: 7 .  40. 7 ) .  Although social 
relations in Gaul are difficult to reconstruct because of the variety of terms used by our sources 
- crnlhcrc~ri, umic.i, c~liente.~, comites, ,fc~n~ilicrt.e.s" - the inference presents itself that these 
c.lienrcs were the same as the udrtlescentes mentioned before. There exists no further 
infomiation about the composition of this particular retinue, but the presence of outlaws in the 

. retinue of prominent Gauls appears from the following examples: Indutiomarus 'began ro 
attract to himself exiles and the condemned' (e.c~rr1c.s c1un~nuto.sclrre: BG 5.  5 5 .  3 )  and 
Vercingetorix 'held a levy in the countryside of the needy and the ruined' (clilec.trrn1 eget?tirrn~ 

ere. pet.dirot.rrn~: BG 7 .  4. 3) .  
The role of the young is still conspicuous in early medieval Ireland which preserved certain 

archaic features that already had disappeared from the Gaulish society of Caesar's time. 
Modem folktales continue to relate the adventures of Finn and his ji'u17. warriors who roamed 
through the wilderness. The band seems to have gone out of existence by the thirteenth 
century, but its narrative tradition belongs to the most archaic part of Irish literature. TheJi'u17 
was usually a group of pre-adult males who remained outside society until their wedding; 
during this period they lived by hunting and plundering and at the same time acted as a shield 
for society. Although the ,fiat1 normally lived beyond society's borders, i t  could sometimes 
function as the retinue of the king at ancient Tara, the modem county Meath: 'Finn mac 
Cumaill was the leader of [the king] Cormac's retinue as well as the head of the exiles (!). 
hired attendants. and all the soldiers besides, so that common folk refer to them as the,fintlu of 
Finn.' Here then we see once again the youth together with outcasts functioning as a retinue. 

"' Gcrnianic 'Gchlgschal't': sec most recently H. Gneuss. Die. Borrle of Moldotl crls 11i.srorisc~hcs lord li/c~r.ot~isc~l~c~.s 
%err,qtli.\. S B  (Munich. 1976): H. J. Diesner, CVes/,qo/lri.sc~ltc~ rrtrcl lot~,qohorcIisc~l~e Cqfi~l,q.sc.hc~fic~ S B  (Leipzig. 
1977): W. Kienast. 'Gefolgswesen und Patrocinium in1 spanischen Westgotenreich', His!. Z v .  239 (19x4). 23-'75. 

'4 Alboin: H. Frolilich. Srrrtliet~ :rtr. lotl,pohcrr.clis(~I~ct~ TIrr.ot!fi)l,pc I (Diss. Tubincgcn. 1971 119XOI). 63, who notes the 
inilialory significance: 0 .  Gschwantler. 'Versiilinung als Thcma einer hcroischen Sacgc'. Beirr.. :. Gesc.11. tl. 
clerr~sc~hc~tr Sl>t.crc.lri, r r .  Lir. 97 (1975). 230-262. Comparison with Rome: R. Wenskus. S~crt~~tirc~.shilcl~r, ,~ rrtltl 
\ 'et;fit.ssrrti,q (Cologne/Graz. 196 1 ), 366-373. esp. 369. 

"' Scc mo5t recently S. Lewuillon, 'Histoire. sociktk et lurte dcs classes cn Gaulc'. ANRW 11 4 (1975, 425-583). 
536-540; A. Daubigncy:,'Reconnaissance des fornies de la dependence gauloise'. DHA 5 (1979), 145-189: G. 
Dobc~cli, Die Kclror it7 Ostc~r.~~ciclr noc.11 cletl iil/c.s/ol Ber.ic.h/or cler Atrrikc, (Vienna etc.. 1 9x0). 4 17-43?, 
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And it is in an outpost of Celtic civilisation that we find our latest example of a retinue 
consisting of youths. In 1188, Baldwin, archbishop of Canterbury, undertook a mission to 
South and North Wales with Gerald, archdeacon of Rrecon, as his companion. The latter has 
left a fascinating description of this journey, and tells us that when they crossed over to Mona 
(modem Anglesey), the archbishop addressed the inhabitants and tried to persuade them to 
accept the Cross. Among those who refused were a band of youths (jlr\*ene.s electi) who formed 
part of the household (familia) of Rhodri, the Lord of the island."" 

It is time to draw some conclusions. First, from our survey it  appears that among the Indo- 
European peoples, just as among 'primitive' ones. the pre-adult males often constituted a 
separate band which occupied a place at the margin of, or completely outside, society; this 
marginal position consequently attracted other marginals such as run-away slaves, outlaws and 
exiles. This even proved to be the case when the youths functioned as retainers of a noble or a 
king, a fact which throws an interesting light on the particular position in society of the body of 
retainers. As the Germanist Wenskus (above) already saw, the picture of Romulus and Rernus' 
band of youths and outlaws can in all probability be recognised as such a marginal group of 
initiates. 

Are there any parallels for such bands in archaic Italy? In October 1977 the Dutch Institute 
in Rome brought to light a dedication in Satricum by the followers of a Publius Valerius, dating 
from about 500 BC, which says: 

lei srere~.ni Popliosio Vcrlesiosio 

slloc1cile.s Mnrma~.tei  

] have erected - of Poplios Valesios - 
the companions - to Mamars 

The exciting possibility exists that the Poplios Valesios mentioned in this Satrican inscription 
c.crrl (not 'must') be identified with the Publius Valerius Poplicola who is well known from the 
literary tradition as one of the founders of the Roman Republic. If the identification is correct, 
the implication would be that either a Roman band leader operated in Satricum or the leader of 
a Satrican band in Rome. In a balanced and well-informed discussion of the historical 
implications of the Lapis Sutl.ic~m~rts. Versnel has convincingly interpreted the term .srto~lrrlc.s as 
meaning a 'group of comrades', a kind of Gefolgscllc!ft. Livy mentions various groups of such 
soclciles. Besides those of the Fabii (2. 49. S ) ,  we have the .soclrrles of the young Tarqitinii (2. 3. 
2), those of the patrician K. Quinctius (3. 14. 3) who belong to a story that was a later 
fabrication (Ogilvie cicl loc..), and those of Demetrius and Perseus (40. 7. I). Except for the 
Fabian passage which gives no details. all these soclcrles are young men. This fits in very well 
with an observation by DumCzil that the Indian element . s~~a ,  or 'one's own'. which is related to 
sorhlis, is in the Rg\/~clcr characteristic of the god Indra and his followers. the Marut. an 
autonomous group of young men (above, n. 43): another word related to sodalis is 1ietcii1.o~. 

again often denoting men of the same (young) age (above. n. 62). I t  seems therefore not 
improbable to see in the band of Publius Valerius a company of young warriors. even though 
they will not have been a consistent age set but mixed with mercenaries or other adventurers."' 

"" Finn and his fiorr: Nagy, Wisrlonr of / / ~ c  Orrrlo,,.. 41-79, 241 n. 4 (retinue of king): K. R. McCone. 'Werewolves. 
Cyclopes, Dihe,:qo. and Firtrltlcr: Juvenile Delinquency in Early Irelancl', Cotlihr.icl,qc. Mctl. Cclric. Srr~tl. 12 ( 1086). 
1-22. Mona: Geraldus Cambrensis Itir~c,t.ctrir~r,r Cot1tl>t.itrc, 7 .  7.  

"' Satrican inscription: C. Stibbe (ed.). Lopis S(trt.ic~irrrrrs = Archeologische Studicn \!;In het Nederlands lnstitui~t tc 
Rome. Scripta Minora V (The Hague. 1980). Versnel: ihirl., 97-150: see also his Strrr~ic~r~trr C I I  Roririj (Hollandse 
Radinp. 198.5) Tor his views on the most recent literature on the inscription: atld now A. Prosdicimi. 'Sull' 
iscrizione di Sntricum'. GIF 36 (1984 1198.51). 183-230: E. Ferenczy, ' ~ b e r  d;~s Problem dcr Inschrifr \'on 
Satricum', G?~n~t~rt.sirrt?i 94 (1987). 97-108. Soclolis and Indian s v i r :  G. Durnezil. ?'/I(, Dc,sritrx of' / / I ( ,  Ct'trr.t.io~. 
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Finally, having seen that the band of Romulus and Remus displays the typical characteristics 
of a group of adolescents on the threshold of adulthood, we can also better understand the 
connection of Romulus and Remus with Mars and with wolves. Mars was the god of March, 
the month that opened the year in the old calendar. He was also the god of the purification of 
the army, the lustr.ario evercitlis, when a new unity was formed under a new commander. For 
the Italic peoples, Mars was the god connected with the \*er scrc.r-rrnl, the ritual in which the 
youth of one year was sent awsy to found a new community. In both qualities, god of the new 
beginning and protector and guide of youth, Mars is the appropriate god of the twins and their 
initiatory band.7' 

The close connection of Mars with wolves also points to his protection of youth. Among the 
Indo-Europeans, strangers and adolescents who were living away from civilised society were 
often called wolf. Moreover, among these peoples many tribal and personal names are 
composed with the element 'wolf' (Lycii. Lycurgus etc.), and it is hard to attribute this only to 
the bearers' having been criminals - it rather points to a time when youths were still living 
away from society during their initiation or were performing heroic feats to prove their 
manhood; the custom is found among the Indo-Iranians, Hittites, Greeks, Irish. Germans, and 
Slavs. When a she-wolf appears as nurse, as in the case of Romulus and Rernus, the mythical 
lupine function accords well with the future life of wolves that the youths would have to live.7' 

6. The Rape of the Sabines 

How can a community continue to exist without women? After all attempts to obtain women 
from neighbouring societies had failed. Romulus cunningly organised the rape of the Sabine 
women. The kidnapping is already described by Fabius Pictor, Ennius and perhaps Cato. It 
thus belongs to the firmly established older parts of the foundation myth and will have been an 
integral part of the foundation myth from the very beginning, since Rome could hardly have 
grown without families and children. On the other hand, the women need not always have been 
Sabine - they could equally have been Latin. Aequian or Volscian. In fact, i t  is hard to 
imagine them as Sabine before the sixth and early fifth century when the Sabines not only 
immigrated to Rome but even attempted to occupy the city, as in the story of Appius Herdoniils 
(above, n. 68). It may well be that the arrival of Appius Claudius with his throng of clients was 
a powerful incitement to include Sabines into the Roman foundation myth.74 

The Romans themselves connected the Sabine Rape with the capture scene of their wedding 
ceremony (cf. Chapter 8), but this looks like a late rappr-oc'heme~lt, and the two most recent 

319-324: R. Drews. 'The Corning of the City to Central Italy'. A.IAH 6 (1981 [1985]). 133-65: Poucet. 0t.igirrc.s. 
135-39. Theseus: Graf, Gric~c~hisc.Iie Mytholo,qie. 134f. 

7' Mars: see now the innovative study by Versnel (above. n. 15). 

"Wolves. outlaws and initiation: the most recent studies are M. R. Gerstein. 'Germanic Wars: the Outlaw as 
Wewolf', in G. J. Larson (ed.:. M!1th it1 Itido-Errrol,eati Atrrirlrrity (Berkeley etc.. 1974). 13 1 - 156: E. Campanile. 
Ricerche di c.rr1tur.u poelicu itlclce~rropeu (Pisa. 1977). 80-2: itlenr. 'Meaning and Prehistory of Old Irish Cu Glas'. 
.I. Itido-Errrop. Slrrd. 7 (1979). 237-247; F. Graf, Norrliorlisc~he Krrlre (Romc. 19x5). 220-6: L. Stcindorf. 
'Wolfisches Heulen. Ein Motiv im mittelalterlichen slavischen Quellen'. Byzrrtr/ i~ro-Slo~~i~~~~ 46 (1985). 40-9: G. 
Schubert. Cerltrul Asitlric .lorrt.tral 30 (1986). 97 (Serbian warriors with wolfcaps): R. Buston. 'Wolves and 
Werewolves in Greek Thought'. in Bremmer (ed.). Irrr~~,rc~totiorrs of Grc~ck Myrholo,yy (London. 19x7). 60-70: K. 
R. McCone. 'Hund. Wolf und Krieger bei den Indogermanen', in W. Meid (ed.). Strrclietl :rrtir i t r t l o , q c ~ r ~ r ~ r r r t ~ i . ~ ~ ~ I ~ c ~ t ~  
Worf.sr11ar: (Innsbruck, 1987). 1 1  1-54. Wolves and tribal names: M. Eliade. Zolnio.ris. rlre I'ot~islritrg Got1 
(Chicago1 London, 1972), Iff; 0 .  N. Trubacev, in R. Schmitt (ed.). E!\.nio/o,yic, (Darmstadt. 1977). 262-5: H. 
Kothe, Pl~i/olo,qrrs 123 ( 1979). 274-282. 2X6P. 

7J Sabine women: Fab. Pict. F7 P = FGrH 809 F5: Ennius S~.c)ti. 370 V. Atlrr. 98 Skutsch: Cat0 F 2 1 P. cf. Schriider. 
Caro, 181-83: Poucet, Ori~it les.  213f. 290-93 (on the sixth and fifth cenulry us the most likely period for the 
inclusion of the Sabine episode into the foundation myth). T. P. Wiseman, 'Thc Wife ancl Children of Romulus'. 
CQ 33 (1983). 445-452, is an ingenious analysis of the manipulation of the story in later times. 
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interpretations of the rape have recourse to the Indo-European background of the Romans, 
although along different routes. On the feeble basis of the Sabine rape, various Greek 
foundation myths. and a Scythian tale known only from a Greek source, Briquel daringly 
reconstructed an Indo-European r.Pcit in which marginals such as slaves and fugitives unite with 
the free women of their community - a relationship which is not tolerated by the free men and 
results in armed conflict. The comparison is obviously wrong, since the Greek myths play with 
the idea of a 'world turned upside down' in which the marginals of the polis, women and 
slaves, are opposed to the free males, whereas the Romans kidnap women from an altogether 
different community." 

DumPzil. followed by Poucet. approached the problem from a different angle. Having 
observed that the ancient Indians officially recognized a marriage by rape, r.uk.scrsu, he 
postulated the existence of similar marriages among the other Indo-European peoples. The way 
'he proves' his point is vintage DumCzil. For Greece, the only example he can muster is 
Heracles' capture of Iole. However, since the hero took her only after her father refused to give 
up his daughter as he had promised. i t  is hard to see how this case constitutes proof of a 
customary wedding by rape. The ancient Germanic example attests a similar sleight of hand. 
The relatively late (twelfth century) Scandinavian poem G~.ipi.sspcr tells how Sigurdr disarms 
the Valkyrie Sigrdrifa who then voluntarily gives herself to him. Again DumCzil concludes that 
we find here a case of I-crkscrsrr. Still, despite these unconvincing parallels, DumCzil might be 
right that the early Indo-Europeans did acknowledge marriages by rape. since they are also 
mentioned by the archaic Celtic laws of Ireland and Gaul. However, there is no trace in the 
entire Roman tradition of such a custom. as DumCzil himself concedes, even though it  may be 
possible that marriages by rape went out of existence in the Republic when life was more 
regulated than i t  seems to have been during the monarchic period.'" 

The rape was said to have happened at the Consualia, a scantily documented festival which 
took place on August 21. Warde Fowler suggested long ago that 'in the legendary connexion 
of the Rape of the Sabine women with the Consualia we may see a reflection of the jollity and 
license which accompanies the completion of harvest among so many peoples'. His 
explanation would agree well with the character of the festival. It was a day of first-fruit 
offerings. and mules and horses had a day of rest and were wreathed with flowers. The farmers 
will have rested with their animals, and Varro tells us that shepherds did gymnastics during the 
festival: i t  was evidently enjoyed by the whole population: Strabo (5 .  3. 2) mentions that is was 
still celebrated in his own days. All over the world. harvest and first-fruit festivals are for the 
whole community: orgies of sex and food are nomial. and the festival often functions as a kind 
of New Year. The combination is not really surprising. The availability of new food 
guarantees the existence of society for another year and the abundance of food makes a 
temporary relaxation possible after a period of scarcity. In various Greek festivals, the 
relaxation is stressed by the unfettering of statues of gods that normally remained tied up. The 
late Karl Meuli rightly observed that this unfettering went along with a temporary dissolution 
of the social order. such as took place in Rome during the Nonae Capratinae and the Saturnalia 

-. " D. Briquel. 'Tarenre. Locrcs. les Scythes, ThCra, Rome: prCcPdcnts antiques au thttme de Lady Chatterley?', 
MEFRA 96 (1974). 673-705. The Greek evidence is now subtly analysed by Vidal-Naquet. Clrc~.r.si~ro.. 267-288. 
For the Scythian myth (Her. 4. 3). cr. F. Hartog. Le t?iiroir cl'Hcroclore (Paris. 1980). 338 n. 4: 'histoire scythe. si 
I'nn vcut. mais 1 la rnani5re grecque.' A. W. J. Hollcrnan. LCM I 1  (1986). 13f. ilnconvincinyly comparcs the rapc 
of thc Etru\can maidcns by the slaves of Volsinii. 

'" India 21ntl Rornc: DumCzil. Moricr,qcs Itlclo-E~rrop6c~m. 17-93. Irelnnd and Gaul: E. Campanile. 'Sulla strutturn del 
matrimonin indocuropeo'. Srtccl. C/N.Y.S. Or. 33 ( 1983). 273-286. 
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(Chapter 6). In this connection, it may be rel~vant that the subterranean altar of Consus was 
uncovered only during his festivals.77 

However persuasive Warde Fowler's suggestion may look at first sight. the Romans 
themselves did not associate the rape of the Sabines with the jolly atmosphere of the Consualia. 
They etymologically connected Consus, who originally was the god of the corn that had been 
safely stored away, with c.onsilirtn1 'plan'. In other words. they explained the connection of 
rape and Consualia by ascribing the plan of the rape to the god Consus. Such an etymological 
play looks typically Varronian and a Varronian origin for the connection between rape and 
Consualia is the more likely, since an exact date for the rape is not attested before him. Earlier 
accounts may have left the festival un~pecified.'~ 

7. The Death of Romulus 

Many Greek foundation myths do not mention the way the founder of the city died. Livy 
however relates the accepted tradition about Romulus' death. 'One day while he was reviewing 
his troops on the Campus Martius near the marsh of Capra, a storm burst, with violent thunder. 
A cloud enveloped him. so thick that i t  hid him from the eyes of everyone present: and from 
that moment he was never seen again upon earth' ( 1 .  15). Livy also mentions an alternative 
version which is told in greater detail by Dionysius (2. 56. 4f). 'For these reasons (ie Romulus 
behaving like a tyrant), they say, the patricians formed a conspiracy against him and resolved to 
slay him; and having carried out the deed in the senate-house, they divided his body into 
several pieces. that i t  might not be seen, and then came out, each one hiding his part of the body 
under his robes, and afterwards burying i t  in secret.' Having rejected this version. Livy 
mentions that the seal was set on the other version by a certain Julius Proculus. according to 
some sources a farmer from Alba Longa, who declared: 'Romulus, the father of our City. 
descended from heaven at dawn this morning and appeared to me. In awe and reverence I 
stood before him, praying for permission to look upon his face without sin. "Go". he said. "and 
tell the Romans that by heaven's will my Rome shall be capital of the world. Let them learn to 
be soldiers. let them know, and teach their children. that no power on earth can stand against 
Roman arnis." Having spoken these words. he was taken up again into the sky' (tr. de 
SClincourt). Various sources. but not Livy, identified this deified Rom~llus with the god 
Quir inu~.~ '  

There can be no doubt that the oldest testimonies presuppose the version which Livy accepts. 
Ennius already related that Romulus. probably carried up by Mars. lived in heaven with the 
gods who had given birth to him (cSrlnl clis getlitalihrts). In addition, having observed that the 
words of Julius Proculus in Livy have a certain poetic colo~tring and that Cicero's mention of 
Proculus (Rep. 2. 20) leaves no doubt about the antiquity of the story. Skutsch has plausibly 
concluded that Proculus, too, occurred in Ennii~s. This conclusion is the more persuasive since 
i t  has long been noted that Ovid most probably derives the archaic fomi Longa Alba (other than 
the usual Alba Longa) from Ennius in his version of the Proculus story. The deification of the 

77 Rape on Consualia: Varro L L  6. 20: Ovid F. 3. 199: Plut. Rorrr. 14: D H  1. 3 1 .  3: Tert. Sl~o~.r. 5 .  cf. Wartlc Fo\\ Icr. 
RF. 2081'. Consualia: Varro t r l ~ .  Nonius p. 21 (shepherds): DH 2. 3 1 .  2 (first-fruit offerings ant1 [.aces o f  l i o r \ c~  ant1 
mules): Plut. Mor. 276C (wreathes and resting day for animals). Orgies and New Year ch;~ractcr o f  fir\[-fruit ant1 
harvest festivals: V. Lnnternari. L o  gr.cortle Ji,srtr. 2nd ctl. (RomeIBuri. 1976). 

'Vonsus and corn: Kbves-Zulaul: Reilc~tr rrtrrl S~~lr~c~cigcvr. 82. Consus and c.~~trsilir~rrr: Biinlcr on Ovitl f. 3. 199. 
Ogilvie (on Liv. I. 9)  wrongly suggests that the connection o f  Consus mtl rape ulrcady occurs in Ennius. i f  not 
much earlier (on 2. 18. 2). 

7" Romulus' death: Liv. I. 16: Ovitl F. 2. 491ff: DH 1 .  56. 2: Plut. RIIIII. 27. 61'1'. As the idcntil'icatio~i \\.ill1 Quirinus 
is demonstrably late. its proble~ns necd not concern us here. On Quirinus scc niost rcccntly A. Magdclain. 
'Quirinus ct Ic tlroit'. MEFRA 96 ( 1984). 105-237: Vcrsncl (above. n. 15). n. 120 (with earlier hihliography). 
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founder of the city is a typical Greek concept which will hardly have been introduced before 
the third century: the identification of Aeneas, after his disappearance, with Pater Indiges is a 
close parallel, although it cannot be dated with any precision (cf. Chapter 2). Moreover, the 
story of Romulus' apothesosis cannot be separated from that of Proculus, and the epiphany too 
was a typical Greek concept. Everything, then, points to a relatively late date for Romulus' 
apotheosis, the more so since there are no early testimonies for his cult. Classen has even 
suggested that Ennius was the inventor of Romulus' apotheosis, but the scarcity of the data 
does not allow of any certainty at this point."" 

Skutsch has also suggested that Proculus. whose name according to him fits in well with 
those of Romulus and Faustulus, owed his name Julius to Julian ambition. Apparenily, if 
Skutsch is right, Ennius (?) chose an archaic-sounding name (cf. 4 8) to enhance the credibility 
of his report. Skutsch, like Classen, further suggests that Proculus acquired his cognomen 
Julius through the efforts of Caesar. Cicero, though, would have hardly presented such a recent 
invention as an accepted opinion. Nothing therefore prevents us from believing that the 
Julians. who in the late second century started to assert themselves by claiming descent from 
Venus (Chapter 2). also thought it wise to have a finger in the Romulus pie.K' 

The alternative version of Romulus' death is not attested before 67 BC when during the 
discussions of the Lex Gabinia the consul Piso called out to Pompey that he would experience a 
similar fate to Romulus if he tried to imitate him. Despite the relatively late date, scholars have 
claimed a remote antiquity for this particular version. For example, Brelich postulated ~rn' 
or.iginur-ia e for~dur~~et~rale idenrita between Quirinus and Romulus and proceeded to compare 
the fate of Romulus-Quirinus with that of various dying gods such as Adonis and Tammuz and 
with that of the so-called Dema-ancestors from whose torn up bodies important plants grow. 
The complete absence of any agrarian reference in the Romulus myth would in itself already be 

' sufficient to reject Brelich's interpretation. It is however fatal for his analysis that the ideiltirb 
between Romulus and Quirinus is demonstrably young. Ennius invokes Quirinus before 
Romulus' death, Lucilius separates Quirinus and Romulus, and Cicero is still uncertain about 
the identification. It will not help, as Coarelli has recently done, to denounce a sound 
philological analysis as cr.iric,u posiri~~istic~u. Brelich's discussion simply does not face up to the 
facts and is therefore built on sand.s2 

Taking his point of departure from Mircea Eliade's thesis that the foundation of a city repeats 
the cosmogony, Walter Burkert has suggested a different solution: 'indem der Urkonig in seine 
Glieder zerlegt wird, entsteht der Staat in seiner ordnung, seiner Gliederung und seinem 
notwendigen Zusammenhang. Die Senatoren, die patres, sind zunachts einfach die Haupter der 
einzelnen Grossfamilien; wenn mann erzahlt, wie jeder von ihnen ein Stiick des Urkonigs in 
Besitz nahm, so bedeutet dies, dass sie alle zusammen Rom verkorpern, dass Gesamtrom sich 
in die gentes aufgliedert und in ihrem Zusammenwirken existiert.' It must be objected that this 
explanation is built completely on hypotheses. Nowhere in our tradition is the death of 
Romulus connected with the establishment of the rule of the senate. Not only does this 
suggestion posit a situation before the rise to power of the senate but it also forces us to accept 

Romulus' apotheosis and Proculus: Enn. Allti. 110 with Skutsch ~ ( 1  Ioc. Longa Alba: Bomer on Ovid F. 2. 499. 
Deification at Rome: R. Schilling, 'La deification h Rome: tradition latine et interference grecque', REL 58 (1980). 
137-152. Epiphany: Ogilvie on Liv. 1. 16. 6f. Ennius as inventor and Romulus' cult: Classen (above. n. 14). 

Skutsch on Enn. AII I I .  1 10: Classen. lo(,. cil .  (previous note): Cic. Rep. 2. 20. 

" Plut. Pon~p.  25 (Lex Gabinia), Ron?. 27; DH 2. 56. 5: Val. Max. 5. 3. I; App. BC 2. 114, cf. A. Brelich, 'Quirinus'. 
SMSR 3 1 (1960). 63-1 19. Quirinus: Skutsch. S~ircliu Et~t~icrricr (London, 1968). 130- 137; iden1 on Enn. AIII I .  99: 
Lucilius F 22 Marx: C ~ C .  off. 3. 41. Ncrl. rleor.. 2. 62. Cr.ilic.cr po.~iti~~i.slic~u: F. Coarelli, in G l i  E/rrrsc.hi e /?onla 
(Rome, 1981 ). 175. 
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that the senate would have been unable to suppress this incriminating version in the course of 
time. This is too much to believe. In support of his explanation, Burkert also compared the 
festival of the Feriae Latinae at which the Latins all received a part of the sacrificial victim's 
meat. The eponymous ancestor of the Latins, king Latinus, disappeared during a battle against 
Mezentius and subsequently became Iuppiter Latiaris, the god of the festival, but this legend is 
only attested very late and it  will hardly antedate the early first century BC. However 
suggestive Burkert's explanation is, i t  has to he rejected for its all too hypothetical ~haracter .~ '  

On the other hand, Burkert's attempt to explain the myth from ritual looks basically sound. 
The gruesome detail of the tearing up of Romulus may well have originated in a kind of 
Zer-reissur7,qsol?fe1.. Unfortunately, the Poplifugia, the scene of Romulus' murder, is a totally 
obscure festival about which we know next to nothing, although the death of Romulus well fits 
a festival in which the Romans were put to flight (cf. Chapter 6, 3). Plutarch mentions that 
when the males leave the city for the sacrifice at the Goat's Marsh they call each other by all 
kinds of first names in imitation of the panic caused by Romulus' disappearance. Burkert 
wants to explain these names as a kind of U~isc~hr tk l skomi id i e  after the sacrifice: if everyone is 
guilty, no one will be penalised. But it seems more convincing to see in the custom a kind of 
c/uir.itatio. the Roman custom of crying out for help in times of crisis, since such crying out 
would well fit the moment of panic. This is really all there is to say about the Poplifugia with 
some certainty. The first mention of Romulus' murder (above) suggests a date at the beginning 
of the first century, but the reason for this alternative version is still totally unexplained. Like 
the murder of Remus. the gruesome death of Romulus remains very much an enigma? 

8. The birth of the Roman foundation myth 

The canonical version of the Roman foundation myth appears developed in the second half of 
the third century when Fabius Pictor. like his near-contemporary Naevius, connects Romulus 
with Aeneas. It is probably also in the third century that the recognition scene was introduced. 
perhaps under the influence of Sophocles' T y r o .  Earlier generations of scholars even derived 
the whole of the foundation myth from Sophocles' play, but the statue of the twins set up by the 
Ogulnius brothers in 296 BC shows that the myth already existed in the fourth century when it  
is most unlikely that Sophocles could have exerted any influence in R ~ m e . ' ~  

Can we go back even further? The upper time limit is constituted by the S t a d t ~ v t d i r t i g  in the 
middle of the seventh century (above, n. 71), but the myth must be younger. The Etruscan 
element in the names of Amulius, Numitor and Remus suggests a date after the end of the 
seventh century when the Etruscan influence becomes visible in Rome. The juvenile band of 
the twins on the whole fits the monarchic period better than the Republic when the p r ~ h e s  had a 

'? W. Burkert, 'Caesar und Ron~ulus.Quirinus'. Hisrorirt 1 1 (1962). 356-376. whose views arc carried (((1 trhsrcrcltttir 
by B. Lincoln. M\Vh. Cosr?io.v, oticl Soc.ic~!\. (Cambridge Mass., 1986). 42-45. Death of Latinus: Festus 212L. cf. 
Schriider, Coro. 118f: J.- C. Richard. 'Ennemis ou allies'? Les Troyens et les Aborigenes dans les Ori,yitlc,s de 
Caton', in Zehnackerklentz (above. n. 33). 403-412. Having reviewed various solutions. Poucet. Ot.i,yirti~s. 290. 
rather despairingly wonders: 'Face i une situation aussi complexe. n'est-il pas plus raisonnable, en definitive. de 
se borner B poser les problkmes. sans pretendre les resoudre?' 

'" The interpretation of rlrtit.irurio is suggested by J. Gage. R p l ' .  hi.vr. rlroirfi.. C I  (;/I. .  48 ( 1970). 17. The classic study 
of the crying out for help is W. Schulze. Klritrc, Sc.ltr.$ttr (Berlin, 1933). 160-189; see also L. L. Hnmmerich. 
'Clamor. Eine recl~ts_eeschichtliche Studie'. Hi.sr.~filol. Me~tlclc~I~lsc~r KsqI. DrrtlsAc, 1 7rlc~tl.vA. SclsAoh 29. 1 ( 194 I 1. 
with important corrections: E. Fraenkel, Hot.ctc.c (Oxford. 1957). 252: D. Bain. ZPE 44 ( I98 I ). 169- 17 1 ,  and 45 
( 1982). 270. 

X5 Sophocles' T~tro: C. Trieber. 'Die Rornulussage'. RltM 43 (1888). 569-582: W.Soltau. 'Die Entstehung der 
Romuluslegende'. At.c.11. Rrl. Wiss. 12 (1909). 105-125: Wilanlowitz. Gt.ire.l~i.v(.h~ Tt~tgijdi~rt IV (Berlin. 1923). 
361; on Sophocles' play see now A. Kiso. 'Tyro: Sophocles' Last Play'. in J. Betts c,r ctl. (edd.). Srrrclic~s it1 Hotlortr 
,!f T. 8. L. IVrl~srer I (Bristol. 1986). 16 1-9. 
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more integrated function in the Roman army. Within this period. the absence of a nomcn 
*qoitile among all the actors in the myth points to a somewhat earlier date, since the dual 
ononiastic system. in which a person is designated by a first name (pr.oenome17) and the name 
of his clan. gained strength concurrently with the urbanization of Central Italy. Taking all these 
factors into account. we propose the first half of the sixth century as the most likely moment for 
the origin of the myth."" 

Nothing is of course known about the reason(s) which induced the Romans to develop their 
foundation myth but we may perhaps close this chapter with a guess. In the next chapter we 
will see that Praeneste, the wealthiest city of archaic Latium, had a foundation myth which was 
in many ways similar to the one of Rome." Is it then perhaps conceivable to consider the 
Roman foundation myth as a kind of hr.ic,olage developed by the city in order to assert its status 
against its powerful n e i g h b ~ u r ? ' ~  

'(' Etrusc:ln element: W. Schulze, Zrtr- Gese~hic~lree 1crreiriisc.her Ei,qotrrrrrltc~rt (Berlin. 1904). 121 (Aniulius: see also 
Schroder. Coco. 150). 100 (Nunlitor: see also Schroder, Curo, 150). 219 (Renius). Ptthes: J .  Neraudeau. Lo 
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