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Immigrants and their descendants constitute a large and 
growing share of the young adult population in Europe, 
making them key drivers of population dynamics and 
growth. It is therefore most relevant to increase our  
know ledge on how life courses of young adults with an  
immigrant background unfold and what factors are 
important here. Yet, previous research on demographic 
family behavior of young adults in Europe has been 
largely confined to native populations. Throughout four 
empirical studies, this PhD dissertation focuses on family 
life dynamics among young adults from migrant and 
native Dutch families. The study covers a relatively recent 
immigrant population (viz. Polish immigrants), as well 
as the second generation of more established immigrant 
groups in the Netherlands (viz. Turks, Moroccans, 
Surinamese, and Antilleans). Comparisons are made  
within and between ethnic origin groups. The analyses 
performed are based on quantitative research methods, 
such as event history and sequence analysis.
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was conducted at the Netherlands Interdisciplinary 
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