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9.1 Graduateness: Model validation
As we were using existing data, we were limited to the instruments in the questionnaire 
to operationalise the domains of graduateness. We selected the instruments that 
were as close to our interpretation of the domains of graduateness as possible. The 
adequateness of the operationalisation is tested with Structural Equation Modelling 
using LISREL 8.80 (Jöreskog & Sörbom, 2007). We compare these results to the model 
test that was performed to the results of another study in which the data were collected 
based on the theoretical model. Table 8.1 presents the coefficients of the structural 
model in both data sets.

The goodness of fit is determined by a number of measures that are compared to 
accepted cut-off values. The cut-off values are derived from the overview Schermelleh-
Engel et al. (2003) provide. For this model the Standardised RMR is .094, which falls 
within the range of acceptable values (0.05 – 0.10). The RMSEA for this model is .065, 
which is considered an adequate model fit. Finally, the model has an acceptable fit 
according to the GFI, which is .87. In conclusion, the goodness-of-fit measures imply 
a modest, but acceptable representation of the data by this model. Furthermore, the 
coefficients are comparable to the results of the previous model validation (see Steur, 
Jansen & Hofman, 2012).

Reflective thinking

Original model1 Second dataset

scholarship
moral citizenship
lifelong learning

.31

.40

.62

.36

.58

.63

Table 9.1 Comparison of SEM coefficients

1Steur et al., 2012 






