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Propositions
accompanying the thesis

The Nearby Field Galaxy Survey;
a spectrophotometric study of 196 galaxies

in the local field.

1 The fraction of galaxies showing optical emission lines and blue continua in-
creases going towards both later morphological type and lower optical lumi-
nosity. [Chapter 3]

2 The dependence of the observed [O II]/H� flux ratio on metallicity results in a
dependence of that ratio on galaxy luminosity. [Chapter 4]

3 Nuclear emission line strengths do not represent global line strengths well.
[Chapter 3]

4 A galaxies’ color can be used to infer its morphological type to a similar preci-
sion as measurements of the asymmetry and central concentration of its light
distribution. [Chapters 2 and 5]

5 The galaxies defining the Hubble sequence relate to the entire galaxy popula-
tion as the cast of “Baywatch” to the human one.

6 The encouragement “There is light at the end of the tunnel” loses its intended
meaning when the perceived motion forward approaches zero.

7 “Een buitenaardse dimensie in het centrum van het universum.” (RTL 5, aan-
kondiging van science fiction serie Babylon V, 31 juli 1999) — Dergelijke onge-
rijmde uitspraken in de media zijn een indicatie dat er nog een grote taak is
weggelegd voor de Nederlandse sterrenkunde als publieksvoorlichter.

8 Many of the phenomena associated with sleep deprivation seize to be interest-
ing when deprived of sleep.
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