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STELLINGEN 
 

Behorende bij het proefschrift 
Public Policy and Good Morals: A Comparative Study in English and Dutch Contract Law 

van Zeeshan Mansoor 
 

1. "Comparative law" is a misleading term as it is not a branch of law, but the science of 

comparing law(s). 

2. The role language plays in laws and legal systems cannot be underestimated in 

comparative research. 

3. Contractual invalidity on grounds of public policy and good morals is as much a legal 

topic as it is one of anthropology. 

4. With the benefit of hindsight, in both the English and Dutch legal system, all grounds of 

contractual invalidity can be traced back to the concepts of public policy and good 

morals.  

5. Careful use of scientific evidence by judges when deciding issues of public policy and 

good morals would greatly increase the legitimacy of their judgments.   

6.  “A system of morality which is based on relative emotional values is a mere illusion, a 

thoroughly vulgar conception which has nothing sound in it and nothing true.” 

(Socrates) 

7. The Latin phrase Aut viam inveniam aut faciam (I shall either find a way or make one), 

besides being a good tattoo, would serve well as the motto for PhD students.  

  

  
  
  
  
 


