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Bé	 Poolman	 was	 born	 on	 September,	 6th	 1963	 in	 Tollebeek,	 a	 small	 village	 in	 De	
Noordoostpolder.	 After	 he	 became	 a	 teacher	 in	 1983,	 he	 studied	 ‘Orthopedagogiek’	
(Special	Needs	education	and	Youth	Care)	at	the	University	of	Groningen.	His	master	
dissertation	 (1991)	 was	 about	 the	 evaluation	 of	 interventions	 in	 education,	 using	
single-case	 study	methodology.	 Following	 his	master	 study	 Bé	 was	 employed	 as	 an	
educational	 psychologist	 at	 Advies	 &	 Begeleidings	 Centrum	 Groningen	 (ABCG),	 an	
educational	service	center	in	Groningen.	He	coached	teachers	and	parents	in	schools	
in	socially	deprived	areas	in	the	city	of	Groningen	in	helping	children	with	learning	and	
educational	 difficulties.	 In	1991,	his	 interest	 in	one	 aspect	 of	 language	development	
already	showed	as	he	and	his	colleague	that	time,	drs.	C.J.	Wieringa,	published	a	reading	
test,	 the	 so-called	 ‘Woordleeskaarten’.	 As	 an	 educational	 consultant,	 Bé	 also	 trained	
teachers	in	coping	with	differences	between	children	in	the	classroom	and	in	writing	
individual	 education	 plans	 (IEP’s)	 for	 children	 with	 special	 needs.	 He	 also	 trained	
remedial	 teachers	 in	 setting	 up	 a	 school	 attainment	monitoring	 system.	 In	 2000	 he	
qualified	as	GZ-psycholoog	(public	health	service	psychologist).

Since	2000,	Bé	was	subsequently	appointed	‘project	leader’	at	the	ABCG	in	various	
projects,	 including	 a	 project	 on	 implementing	 early	 education	 programmes,	 such	 as	
‘Piramide’,	 ‘Kaleidoscoop’,	 and	 ‘Startblokken’.	 Another	 project	 concerned	 inclusive	
education:	Bé	initiated	various	activities,	including	setting	up	courses	for	Special	Needs	
Coordinators	(SENCO’s)	and	developing	a	website	for	the	Network	Inclusive	Education	
in	Groningen	(NIOG).

In	 2008	 he	 became	 a	member	 of	 the	 knowledge	 community	 or	 ‘Kenniskring’	 for	
the	‘Lectoraat	Integraal	Jeugdbeleid’	(Lectureship	integral	youth	policy)	of	The	Hanze	
University	 of	 Applied	 Sciences	 in	 Groningen	 and	 started	 this	 PhD	 research	 at	 the	
University	of	Groningen.	Since	2010,	he	was	lecturer	at	the	department	of	Special	Needs	
Education	 and	 Youth	 Care	 and	 the	 Academic	 Teacher	 Training	 Department	 (AOLB),	
both	at	the	University	of	Groningen.	The	topics	of	his	lectures	were	about	learning	and	
educational	difficulties,	in	particular	in	decoding	and	reading	comprehension.
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