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Propositions
Belonging to the doctoral dissertation entitled

Age-period-cohort methodology: 
confounding by birth cohort in 
cardiovascular pharmacoepidemiology

1. The linear identification problem should not discourage 
researchers from performing an age-period-cohort 
(APC) analysis (this thesis).

2. Any model of an age curve or time trend is implicitly  
an APC model, and is therefore potentially confounded 
by birth cohort (this thesis).

3. The birth cohort dimension contributes more information 
at the population level than at the individual level  
(this thesis).

4. Since we cannot intervene on time dimensions, in APC 
analysis we should model mediating variables for age, 
period and birth cohort whenever possible (this thesis).

5. Statin therapy is an effective strategy for reducing 
cardiovascular mortality, both at the individual level  
and at the population level (this thesis).

6. In drug effectiveness studies that relate adherence to 
clinical outcomes, it is better to model drug adherence as 
a time-varying variable than as a time-constant variable 
(this thesis).

Maarten J. Bijlsma,
March 2016


