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General introduction 
 
The current thesis is primarily based on the Greek pottery and a two groups of locally produced Greek 

inspired pottery (here called Oinotrian-Euboean and Oinotrian-“Colonial ware”) excavated in the sanctuary 

on the Timpone della Motta near Francavilla Marittima, Calabria. 

The excavations were conducted by the Groningen Institute of Archaeology (GIA) between 1991 and 2004 

under the direction of my promoter and mentor, Prof. Dr. Marianne Kleibrink. I participated in the 

excavations from 1998 and from 2001 in the pottery publications1. 

  

In the traditional research perspective the Greek pottery from the Timpone della Motta has - together with 

other imports - been a dominant source material in the reconstruction of the Greek frequentation of the 

Sibaritide and contacts further along the Ionian coast, prior to the foundation of ancient Sybaris (720/710 

BC) as well as the colonisation of the Sibaritide. 

 Based on the limited range of early Greek imports, various explanations to the nature of the contacts 

between indigenous groups in the Sibaritide and the carriers of the Greek imports have been brought 

forward. The distribution of early Greek pottery in the Sibaritide is today explained by a number of 

competing arrival theories such as circulations of imports inside indigenous networks; direct contact between 

indigenous groups and “Euboean” sailors in the direction of Ischia; or contemporarily sailing “Greek 

Corinthian prospectors”, mainly operating out of the Salento area.  

In the study of subsequent periods Greek pottery dating to the last quarter of the 8th century BC and onwards, 

has been used as an empirical barometer in research regarding the foundation of ancient Sybaris and its 

relations to the indigenous Sibaritide. 

  

The present knowledge is however based on observations, which are limited in the following two aspects 1) 

The published, and thereby available material record is thin; 2) A detailed interpretation of the reception of 

the Greek pottery together with general concepts of geographical, chronological and typological distribution 

of Greek pottery in the Sibaritide has so far not been defined.  

 The present thesis will attempt to do these two things in the manner described below. 

 

Approach of the Thesis 

Chapter 1 will focus on the influx and reception of Greek pottery in Campania and the Salento regions to 

establish a comparative framework, which will serve as an interpretive point of reference for the situation 

encountered in the Sibaritide. The chapter will also focus of the appearance and development of local Italo-

                                                 
1 I wish to express my gratitude to the Ny Carlsberg Foundation and Carlsberg Foundation for providing full financial support to the 
publication studies of me and others and for financing the printing of volumes, as well as the major part of the excavations on the 
Timpone della Motta between 2002 and 2004.  
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Geometric pottery productions along the Tyrrhenian coast. Particular attention is put on this subject, since 

similar pottery from the Timpone della Motta will be introduced in chapter 4.      

  

  

Chapter 2 will shift focus to the Sibaritide to present the two current views on pre-Sybaris contacts and 

subsequent colonisation in the Sibaritide. This will be mainly be exemplified through the works of P.G. 

Guzzo and M. Kleibrink. These two examples, which are the predominant views, are examined in order to 

create an overview over the relationship between the various interpretations and the so-fare known Greek 

ceramic material from the Sibaritide.   

 

Chapter 3 will present new material from the Timpone della Motta and suggest a new approach to the study 

of pre-Sybaris connections. As a supplement to the already known early imports in the Sibaritide, the GIA 

excavations produced a handful of additional Greek pottery fragments datable to the period prior to the 

foundation of Sybaris. This, together with the known material, shows that some form of direct or indirect 

Greek influence was present in the region at least in a material sense. At the end of chapter 3, it will be 

suggested that other types of ceramic material has to be taken in to account in order to make a pin pointed 

reconstruction of pre-Sybaris connections.  

 

In Chapter 4, this will be attempted by first presenting a group of locally produced “Oinotrian-Euboean” 

pottery, which shows that well before the middle of the 8th century BC a wide range of Greek motifs and 

vessel shapes were already current on the Timpone della Motta and partly also in the Sibaritide. Based on 

this pottery it will be argued that Greek potters where working in Francavilla Marittima from the first half of 

the 8th century BC onwards. It will following be suggested that the “Oinotrian-Euboean” production reflects 

a circulation of “potters and people” between Campania and the Sibaritide and that a part of the pre-Sybaris 

Greek pottery is likely to be the result of this connection.  

 

In chapter 5, Attention will be placed on the indigenous reception of Greek and Oinotrian-Euboean vessels in 

graves in the Sibaritide and on the Timpone della Motta in the period between c. 780 BC to c. 720 BC. The 

ways of reception will be compared to those of similar material in a number of other Italian Iron Age 

indigenous contexts, among which are those in Campania and the Salento area. The chapter also seeks to 

evaluate whether Greek pottery could have arrived in the Sibaritide via Euboean sailors or Corinthian 

prospectors.   

  

In chapter 6, the distribution of Greek pottery after the foundation of Sybaris will be investigated. This will 

take off from a suggestion that the currently strict methodical and chronological division between pre- and 
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post- Sybaris imports should be replaced by a more flexible view that allows for the influx of Greek pottery 

to the indigenous sites through already existing native networks as well as through Sybaris itself. It is 

therefore the purpose of chapter 6 to create a picture of the quantitative and chronological distribution of 

Greek pottery in the Sibaritide by foremost focusing on the material from the Timpone della Motta. At the 

end of chapter 6, it will be argued that large scale influx of Greek pottery to the Timpone della Motta and 

other sites in the Sibaritide occurred a generation later than previously assumed. This new point of view will 

be based on a study of the relative quantities combined with a recording of type groups and a discussion on 

their date. At the end of the chapter a group of matt-painted pottery from Basilicata/Apulia will be presented, 

which although it is not Greek, still must be considered as an import also. 

 

In chapter 7, it will be illustrated that the appearance of the so-called “colonial ware” in Francavilla (here 

called Oinotrian-“Colonial ware”) was an advanced technical and stylistic continuation of the local 

productions of the 8th century BC (treated in chapter 4) and that it was the main source of Greek vessel 

shapes to the Timpone della Motta in the period between c. 700-680 BC.  

 

In chapter 8, focus will be placed on the indigenous reception of Greek and Oinotrian-Euboean vessels in the 

graves of the Sibaritide and on the Timpone della Motta in the period after the foundation of Sybaris to 620 

BC. 

 

In chapter 9, I will evaluate the appropriateness of Greek pottery as a source material for the study of Greek 

influence or contact before and after the founding of Sybaris. This issue naturally dependent on the results of 

the current dissertation, because Greek pottery is regarded as the primary evidence for Greek involvement in 

the Sibaritide. The issue will be approached from a contextual point of view, in which the Greek pottery is 

analysed within the indigenous cultural spheres consisting of (changing) funeral and religious rites, as well 

as developments in settlement patterns. Chapter 9 will have a summarizing approach since it obviously will 

make use of the findings and conclusions from the previous chapters.  

 

Note on chronology 

The present thesis makes use of the chronology of Greek  Geometric pottery as it has been defined by J. N. 

Coldstream2 and for the later pottery of the Proto – Corinthian period the division and chronology as 

originally defined by Payne and modified by Dunbabin, Hopper and Coldstream is followed (see below, 

chronology schema 1 & 2) 3. This chronology is also the foundation for the estimated dates proposed in this 

thesis in relation to pre-colonial activities and general distribution of Greek pottery within the Sibaritide. 

                                                 
2 Coldstream 1968,  
3 On the research history and chronology see, Amyx 1988, p. 355-428. 
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However, recent research in the field of Italian proto-history has proposed a C 14 based revision of the 

traditional chronology of the Final Bronze Age and Early Iron Age, which results in a rising of the 

conventional dates with up to c. 60 years (see below, chronology schema 3)4. C14 dates from the GIA 

excavation itself seem to be in line with these higher proposes and Kleibrink has partly incorporated them in 

her analysis of the Iron Age graves from the Macchiabate necropolis at Francavilla Marittima.5  In the 

current situation, the new chronology of Italian Iron Age collides with that of traditional Greek Archaeology, 

which is based on historical fix points and relative stylistic development in Greece.6  To what extant this 

collision would inflect on the dating of Greek pottery of the 8th century BC found in Italy is currently 

unknown since C14 dating has not been conducted on securely isolated Italian Iron Age contexts containing 

Greek pottery from the MG and LG period e.g. the by now vast corpus of indigenous Iron Age graves in 

Campania (see, chapter 1). Meanwhile C14 dates from the earliest levels at Carthage do strongly indicate 

that the current date for the Geometric sequences of Greek pottery should be moved or extended upwards.7 

Based on a range of C14 dates obtained from a number of Mediterranean sites, A. J. Nijboer has recently 

suggested a concrete revision of the Geometric sequence for Greek pottery, which places the beginning of 

the MG - LG sequence some 50 years earlier than traditionally thought8. As said, C14 dates from Francavilla 

Marittima also indicates that the present chronology of the Italian Iron Age is to low9.              

The vast majority of the Greek pottery in the Sibaritide dates to the 7th and 6th. century BC, which keep it in 

convenient chronological distance from the Italian Iron Age phase. MGII and LG Greek pottery, which 

conventionally date to the 8th century BC, is however also found in the Sibaritide and the present thesis will 

present additional material from the period.  

Two observations in the current thesis support Nijboer`s proposal for higher dates on the Geometric 

sequence. In chapter 4, I will present a group of Oinotrian-Euboean pottery, which was produced in 

Francavilla Marittima prior to the foundation of Sybaris. In the chapter, I argue that the production of this 

pottery reflects a circulation of “Greek potters and people”, which also caused some Euboean and Corinthian 

pottery to arrive in the Sibaritide. This would have taken place some time between c. 780-750 BC in the 

traditional chronology, according to the date of, among others, an excavated Euboean “black cup” (cat. no. 

14) and the dates for Campanian parallels to the Oinotrian-Euboean vessels in Francavilla Marittima. The 

earliest group of Oinotrian-Euboean pottery consists of scodelle  (wide bowls) with applied concentric 

circles, which I have categorised under the label scodelle type 1. Scodelle of this type were excavated from 

context AC.03.38 belonging to the central part of the building labelled Vb. A number of C14 dates from this 

specific context are available and they indicate a “cluster, with calibrations around 930-800 BC at 95.4 % 

                                                 
4 Peroni 1994, pp. 210-216, Giardino 1995, p. 22, Bietti Sestieri 1996, pp. 185-193. 
5 Kleibrink 2004a.  
6 Hannestad 1996. 
7 Docter et.al 2004. 
8 Nijboer 2004, especially tab. D. 
9 Kleibrink 2004a, pp. 70-74. 
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probability and 850-800 BC at 68.2% probability”10. If these dates are applied to the scodelle type 1 

excavated from the context, the conclusion would unavoidable be that a production of strongly Greek 

inspired Oinotrian-Euboean pottery was up and running by at least 800 BC and very probably earlier. If so, it 

would mean that the development of the Oinotrian-Euboean productions and the cultural contact that lay 

behind took place over a more steady and longer period than illustrated in this thesis11.  

     Yet, I have decided to maintain the traditional dates for the Greek Geometric pottery found in the 

excavation despite these indications of Greek frequentation of the Sibaritide prior to 800 BC. I have retained 

the use of the traditional chronology primary because the question of chronology only is of secondary 

importance for the majority of the material included in this thesis since it dates to after 735 BC, which ought 

to keep it out site the period in question 12. The picture of influx, geographical distribution and reception of 

this material therefore remains the same. It would furthermore be out of place to treat the question of higher 

dates here since it demands an overall empiric foundation based on consideration of the typological 

sequences of all the Iron Age material from the excavation and related sites and not just on Greek pottery 

alone.  

I have nevertheless taken the possibility here to point out that the chronological framework for the period 

prior to 735 BC very well might change in the future making the dates presented in this thesis inadequate. 

 

 

Chronology schema 213                                          Chronology schema 314 

Corinthian Pottery                                            Old and revised dates for the Italian Iron Age 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                 
10 Ibid, p. 163. 
11 A development over longer time is in accordance with several issues brought forward by Marianne Kleibrink in recent years. She 
has ,amongst others, pointed out that higher dates for the Italian Iron Age would allow for a less ”epidemic” death rate at the 
Macchiabate necropolis in Francavilla Marittima, see, Kleibrink 2004a, p. 54 ff.   
12 Nijboer 2006, p. 300. 
13 Reproduced from, Amyx 1988, p. 428. 
14 Reproduced from, Peroni 1994, p. 215, fig. 80.  

Old dates Phase New dates 

c. 900 – c. 850 IA c. 1020 – c. 950

c. 850 – c. 800 IB c. 950 – c. 880 

c. 800 – c. 750 2A c. 880 – c. 820 

c. 750 – c. 700 2B c. 820 – c. 750 

c. 700 – c. 625 3 c. 750 – c. 625 

c. 625 – c. 525 4 c. 625 – c. 525 

Phase Approx. date B.C. 

LG 750 - 720 

EPC 720 – 690 

MPCI 690 – 670 

MPCII 670 – 650 

LPC 650 – 630 

TR 630 - 620/615 

EC 620/615 – 595/590 
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Chronology schema 115 

Greek Geometric Pottery 

 

 
 
Note on total quantity. 
 
It would have been preferable to include a detailed statistic on the various pottery groups used or referred to 

in this thesis. The massive amount of pottery from the GIA excavation together with the often very 

                                                 
15 Reproduced coldstream 1968. 
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fragmented nature of the material, has however made it impossible to collect the date within the time frame 

of the current work.  

Below, I have included a general count, which we conducted in 2004. It provides, at the best, a very overall 

view on the various pottery groups and I would like to stress that it should only be accepted with caution. 

Amounts under ca 600 are reasonable accurate since fragments belonging to those groups were examined 

individually. Amounts above 600 are general estimates. 

The counts listed do not represent a detailed chronological picture of the various pottery types and overall 

shape range. They do however, provide an overview on the relative amounts of pottery from the excavation, 

as well as illustrates the development in quantitative differences between Greek and native pottery.            

 
 
 
Type Date  Amount 
Corinthian 
/ Euboean 

MG 
  Three 

Corinthian / Euboean LG-EPC 
Less than 150 ca 30 
individual vessels 

Sub-geometric 
Corinthian  c. 700-650 BC c. 8000 frag. 

Corinthian  MPC  c. 1800 frag. 

Corinthian LPC-TR c. 4000 frag. 

East-Greek Late 8th  and 7th century BC c. 600 frag. 

 

Oinotrian - Euboean 

Type Date  Amount 

Oinotrian - Euboean 
c. 780/750-690 BC 
 

Fragments from ca 160 
individual vessels 

Matt-painted versions of 
Oinotrian - Euboean c. 780/750-690 BC 

Fragments from ca 20 
individual vessels 

 

Oinotrian – Corinthian 

 

Type Date  Amount 
Sub-geometric Thapsos 
skyphoi 

c. 700-680 BC 
 

 Minimum of 64 individual 
vessels  

Sub LG/EPC globular 
pyxides c. 700-680 BC 

Minimum of 18 individual 
vessels 

Sub EPC skyphoi c. 700-680 BC 
Minimum of 72 individual 
vessels 

 

 

Oinotrian impasto and Matt-painted. 

Type Date  Amount 

Impasto vessels 
Ca 800-680 BC  
  More than 7000 fragments

Traditional Matt-painted 
(not wheel made) Ca 800-680 BC  More than 3000 fragments
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CHAPTER 1 
 

Circulation of Greek pottery in Italy from the beginning of the 8th century BC to the 

beginning of the 7th  century BC. 

 

1.1. Introduction 

In the following, an account will be given of the early circulation of Greek pottery in Italy, mainly by 

focusing on Greek Geometric pottery found in indigenous settlement contexts in the southern Salento region 

and indigenous burial contexts on the Tyrrhenian coast, particularly those at Pontecagnano. The purpose of 

doing so is to outline the two westward streams of pottery (and people) potentially capable of having reached 

the Sibaritide either directly or indirectly in the period prior to and following the foundation of Sybaris. The 

site of Pithekoussai on Ischia is also included due to pottery finds from the site pre-dating the founding of 

Sybaris, as well as the fact that certain finds from the Sibaritide for a long time have been considered as 

evidence for links with Pithekoussai ( chapter 2). 

 It is not the aim of the present chapter to conduct a full survey of the material range and various 

archaeological interpretations of the sites in question, but merely to draw attention to, especially, the 

following issues: 

 

-The chronological and typological distribution of Greek pottery 

-The indigenous reception of Greek pottery 

-Imitations of Greek pottery (“ Italo-Geometric pottery”) 

 

Before attending to these questions, the finds of two Mycenaean fragments on the Timpone della Motta will 

be addressed shortly in the paragraph below.  

 

1.2. Mycenaean fragments from the Timpone della Motta 

While it is well known that contact between the Greek world and Italy stretches back to the Italian bronze 

age, the current discussion will primarily focus on the period between the early 8th and early 7th centuries BC 

in keeping with the results of recent excavation work by the GIA (Groningen Institute of Archaeology)  at 

Francavilla Marittima16.  

When compared with findings at nearby Broglio di Trebisacce  and Torre Mordillo17, Mycenaean pottery 

finds from the Timpone della Motta have been sparse. However, two fragments, which in all probability are 

                                                 
16 On the distribution of Mycenaean pottery in Italy, see, Betelli M. 2002, Bettelli et. al 2006. 
17 Peroni & Vanzetti 1998, Trucco & Vagnetti 2001 
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Mycenaean, have come to light during the excavations (cat. nos. 1-2)18. One of these was found in a much 

later deposit south of building V, while the other was picked up sporadically on plateau I. Both fragments are 

included in the catalogue, but conclusions cannot be drawn from them beyond noting that they, together with 

some contemporary impasto fragments from plateau I and the acropolis, suggest that there was some activity 

at the Timpone della Motta between MBA and EIA. Stratigraphic evidence belonging to this intermediate 

period has, however, not been encountered during excavation19, but the fragments do—in a more practical 

sense—provide some credibility to the provenance of the only one previous published Mycenaean fragment, 

allegedly found by a local visitor to the Timpone della Motta in 196420.              

 

1.3. Background for chapter 1 

From early on in the 8th century BC, an increasing amount of Greek pottery began to arrive in Italy. This is 

traditionally believed to be the result of Greek maritime commercial activity along two different routes that 

reached respectively the southern Salento and the Villanovan centres along the Tyrrhenian coast and parts of 

Sardinia. The flow of Greek pottery along these sea routes has most recently been outlined by Bruno 

d´Agostino and Catherine Morgan, who argue for; 1) A “closed circuit” route to the Salento exploited by 

“private” Corinthian traders who, among other articles, appear to have been transporting wine and oil21. This 

trade route had a limited range beginning in Corinth and including the Southern Salento, northern mainland 

Greece and the western Greek islands including Ithake22. 2) A second route, called the “Euboean circuit” 

which was of a more open and far-reaching nature, utilised by Euboeans and other Greeks travelling from 

Greece via Messina to the Villanovan settlements along the northern Tyrrhenian coast. This activity 

eventually resulted in the foundation of Pithekoussai some time before the middle of the 8th century BC.     

 

1.4. The Corinthian Circuit: The Southern Salento      

 

1.4.1 Material and distribution 

The so far earliest Greek pottery in Italy has been found in Iapygian settlement contexts at Otranto in the 

Southern Salento region, while finds from contemporary indigenous grave or sanctuary contexts are not 

presently known. Corinthian fine ware pottery and storage vessels are represented in an uninterrupted 

chronological sequence spanning the period from the EG to the 7th  century BC23. The quantities of pottery 

are however, not equally distributed over time but in general show a steady increase. A notable exception to 

                                                 
18 Prof. Alessandro Vanzetti kindly examined cat. no.1 in September 2006 and was of the opinion that it “probably is Mycenaean”.  
19 The impasto from the GIA is currently been prepared for publication by Dott. Carmelo Colelli who kindly gave me an update in 
November 2006 on the relevant material. 
20  Vagnetti 1983-84, p. 158-160, tav. LXXV,a.  
21 D´Agostino 1998, Morgan 1998, Morgan 1994. see also Coldstream 1994, p. 48 ff.  
22 Se also Morgan 1988, p. 336. 
23 D´Andria, 1994. Fig 7 with EG-MGI fine ware fragments. 
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this is the slight fall during the LG period and increasing again by the beginning of the EPC period24. The 

EG/MGI fragments at Otranto are relatively few and mainly consist of drinking related shapes such as 

skyphoi and oinochoai. During the MGII period, there is an increase in the number of fragments as well as 

vessel types. Proto-kotylai and a small number of crater begin to accompany the large numbers of oinochoai 

and skyphoi. 

For the LG period, the total number of fragments is less than in the previous period, with the proto-kotylai 

being replaced by kotylai and cups and the oinochoai and craters remain in the shapes repertoire. During the 

EPC period, the range of vessel shape widens and new, non-drinking vessels such as aryballoi and lekythoi 

begin to appear. Drinking and pouring vessels do however, preserve their unchallenged popularity testified 

by the high numbers of fragments from cups, kotylai and skyphoi together with oinochoe fragments. In 

addition to the Corinthian pottery, a few Euboean fragments of LG date have come to light, and from the 

beginning of the 7th century BC, pottery manufactured at Ithaca and Kerkyra begins to appear25.  

A limited number of Corinthian fragments from the first half and more from the second half of the 8th 

Century BC have also been discovered at other indigenous sites in the southern Salento, such as Vaste and 

Cavallino. Here, as at Otranto, the pottery is Corinthian and for the vast majority consists of drinking and 

pouring vessels26.  

 

The pottery from the indigenous sites at the Salento shows a high degree of selectivity towards the 

incorporation of Greek pottery in the general indigenous shapes repertoire. The vast majority of the fine ware 

pottery consists of drinking cups accompanied by oinochoai. Craters are also represented in the material, 

although they are not very numerous. All three shapes are, as noted by D´Andria, closely related to the 

consumption of wine27. The finds of amphorae, dating mainly to the second half of the 8th century B.C, also 

point toward the import of wine and oil. This picture of imported drinking-related vessels and amphorae 

remains dominant throughout the 8th century BC.   

In the second half of the 8th century B.C, the range of shapes is expanded with the introduction of other 

types, such as mugs and pyxides28. By fare, the largest portion of Greek pottery in the Salento area has been 

found in Otranto, which seems to have been the primary destination of the Corinthian traders. From here, the 

Greek pottery is thought to have been redistributed to other Iapygian settlements in the Salento region 

through already existing indigenous trade and exchange networks and hence, the discovery of Corinthian 

pottery at a number of indigenous sites does not necessarily reflect a direct Corinthian presence29. Although 

the relative quantities of Corinthian Geometric pottery is high compared with the amounts recorded from the 
                                                 
24 Ibid. figure 11. 
25 On the pottery in general see, D´Andria 1982, D´Andria 1984, D´Andria 1991, D´Andria, 1994,  D´Andria 1996. 
26 D´Andria 1991, p. 53-56, 205-210, D´Andria, 1994.   
27 D´Andria, 1994, p. 474-476 
28 For the distribution of shapes see, ibid, fig 11 & 12. 
29 Morgan 1994, p. 338, ”..once beyond Ithaka, Corinthians were at best entering into relations within established  networks..”, The 
same general observation is likewise made by Christiane Dehl, Dehl 1984, p. 156. 
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remaining South Italian area, the proportion of Corinthian pottery still only accounts for a small part of the 

ceramic material recorded at the Iapygian sites.  

 

Based on the discovery of 31 Euboean and Euboean/Cycladic fragments at Otranto and a single Euboean 

fragment at the locality of Leuca, Catherine Morgan has considered whether this material reflects any 

independent involvement of Euboean individuals in the Greek trade with the Iapygian groups. She concludes 

that the Euboean evidence is too sparse, when compared with c. 3,000 Corinthian fragments, to clearly 

indicate an independent Euboean presence in the area. There is a similar lack of Euboean pottery from Ithake 

and Kerkyra, places that otherwise have a material record from the second half of the 8th century BC which is 

much like that at Otranto. She further notes that the fragments are of LG style and date to the second half of 

the 8th century BC, which is some 50 years after the first Corinthian contacts were initiated in the Salento 

area. A past individual presence of Euboean is perfectly possible, Morgan continues, but in the light of the 

high degree of selectivity towards Greek pottery, the Iapygians may have acquired Euboean pottery through 

their own trade networks30.  

 

 

1.4.2 Reception  

The clear Iapygian selectivity towards of certain Corinthian vessels shapes has been interpreted by D´Andria 

as reflecting two contemporary existing indigenous associations with the available ceramics. The preference 

for drinking equipment is seen as an indigenous display of not only Greek pottery, but of a prestige 

associated with the consumption of wine. In a social context, this ritual, as well as the gift of giving drinking 

sets (and wine filled amphorae), would have been popular tools employed by indigenous families in gaining 

social status and recognition. It is noteworthy however, that Greek pottery constitutes only a small portion of 

the total amount of discovered fragments, where it accounts for 1.15% in the first half and 7.5% in the 

second half of the 8th century BC31. In light of this, the influx of Greek pottery never appears to have posed a 

serious threat to the Iapygian potters, who continued to produce vast amounts of coarse and fine-ware vessels 

which covered a typological range far broader than Greek. This, in turn, appears to reflect a strong 

indigenous importance imbued in the functional and symbolic nature of their own pottery vessels. The low 

numbers of Corinthian craters, D’Andria argues, is such a case in point, where the “crater function” in the 

drinking “servizi” consisted of a local manufactured vessel, an olla for example, D’Andria suggests, similar 

to those found in later 6th century Iapygian graves32.  

The Iapygian potters where however, not indifferent to stylistic impulses from outside the Salento but 

appeared to have found inspiration to adapt some decorative elements on to their own productions. During 

                                                 
30 Morgan 1998, p. 295-296, fig 2 & 3. 
31 D´Andria, 1994, p. 467. 
32 Ibid, p. 485.  
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the Iapygian Middle Geometric period (c. 800 – 750/740 BC), ornaments such as rays and Maltese crosses 

on Devollian ware from Albanian and northern Greece were transferred by potters to the indigenous matt-

painted pottery. At the same time, chequered friezes and hatched lozenges started to appear as an inspiration 

from either Greek or Devollian ware. In the Iapygian Late Geometric period (c. 750/740-660/680 BC), the 

number of incorporated ornaments increased dramatically and decorations such as of meander hooks, 

swastika and a broad variety of lozenges, of which there are several clear parallels with Corinthian LG and 

EPC pottery. As far as can be determined, there does not appear to be any clear cases for the incorporation of 

Euboic-Cycladic ornamentation in the matt-painted productions. This is unsurprising however, as Euboean-

Cycladic pottery was not very common in the region anyway. Indeed, Greek shapes, technique and 

composition of decoration did clearly not appeal to the Iapygian potters who resisted any changes in those 

directions33.   

As noted above, the site at Otranto and the related settlements at Vaste, Cavollino etc, are regarded 

as part of a closed trade circuit with the Greek world. This is underlined by the almost total absence of Greek 

pottery from the first half and most of the second half of the 8th Century BC to the north and south of the 

Salento region. The distribution of drinking related Greek vessels, therefore, mostly appears to have been 

taken place amongst the Iapygian groups themselves. In respect to the areas outside the Salento region, 

D`Andria has argued that this may suggest some control over the distribution of Greek pottery, subsequently 

preventing them from being distributed to areas outside the Salento region34. Indeed, this argument has some 

appeal, as it explains the almost exclusive concentration of the Greek pottery to the Iapygian sites.  

 

1.4.3. Distribution beyond the southern Salento  

 There have however been discoveries of contemporary Corinthian pottery from beyond the Salento region, 

particularly to the south, but these have been in much smaller numbers. A probable MG fragment from a 

proto-kotyle is known from Metaponto35, while at the nearby indigenous site of Incoronata a fragment from a 

Corinthian MGII proto-kotyle with chevron decoration has been excavated together with fragments from 

three Corinthian MGII/early LG oinochoai36. In the case of the latter, the excavators have proposed that the 

mentioned MGII proto-kotyle and EPC vessels, which were found in otherwise indigenous contexts, may 

have derived from the Salento area. This idea is supported by the fact that the matt-painted pottery excavated 

at Incoronata, apart from being stylistically closely related to the Iapygian matt-painted pottery, actually 

contained imports from the Salento37.  

Further south, in the Sibaritide, some LG pieces were discovered at Francavilla Marittima, Torre Mordillo 

and Roggiano Prunetta. A number of MGII fragments from the Timpone della Motta may now be added to 
                                                 
33 For an investigation in to the Greek influence in matt-painted pottery see, Yntema 1982, pp 75 –82, Yntema 1990, p. 21 ff. 
34 D´Andria 1994, p. 500 
35 D´Andria 1994, p. 500, fig. 31 (Castrum, Metaponto) 
36 Ciafaloni 1986, p. 126, no. 55, Orlandini 2000.  
37 Orlandini 2000, Castoldi 2006, p. 99. On the general similarities in style see, Macchioro 1986 & Incoronata V, p. 101-132. 
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the list and will be further discussed in chapter 3.2-3.3. Various explanations on how these pieces arrived in 

the Sibaritide have been proposed over the years, ranging from pre-colonial Greek trading along the Ionian 

coast to isolated imports through indigenous networks. Further attention will be given to these discoveries 

and related “arrival theories” in chapter 4 and chapter 5. 

 

1.5. The Euboean Circuit: The Tyrrhenian Coast and Pithekoussai  

 

1.5.1. Material and distribution 

From the beginning of the 8th  century BC, we also begin to find MGII Euboean pottery along the Tyrrhenian 

coast and, most notably at S. Imberia on Sardegna, where, among other things, a pendant semi-circular 

skyphos and chevron skyphoi have been discovered38. Similar skyphoi are likewise represented in the 

Villanovan necropolises of Veii, Capua, together with the indigenous Osta necropolis in Kyme and at 

Pontecagnano. No similar Euboean cups have been found in Latium, but Euboean fragments have been 

excavated from beneath the church of San Omobono in Rome39.  

From a material perspective at least, this development was unique in that it brought about the first post-

Mycenaean Greek pottery to the Tyrrhenian coast and Sardinia. However, Euboean activity in these areas 

was by fare not a unique or isolated phenomenon, but rather part of larger movement of Greeks, Phoenicians 

and others attracted, in their quest for minerals, to the Western Mediterranean and particularly the northern 

reaches of Etruria40. However, there does appear to be a lack of Euboean material at sites associated with 

metallurgical activity in the first half of the 8th century BC. With this in mind, the discovery of Euboean 

pottery at the Nuragic hut compound at S. Imberia, Sardinia, most notably a pendant semi-circular skyphos of 

Kearsley´s type 5, provide the only presently known clear link between Euboean pottery and metallurgical 

work. It should be stressed though that the activity here appears to have been of a Phoenician nature rather 

the Greek, with the Euboean fragments only accounting for a small minority of the total pottery uncovered. 

The vast majority of the pottery at the site is imported Phoenician and in addition to this, the local Nuragic 

pottery also exhibits Phoenician influence. This may indeed suggest that the Euboean pottery at S. Imberia 

was brought there by Phoenicians rather than reflecting active Euboean Greek involvement at the site. 

Phoenicians as carriers and users of Greek pottery is not an unknown phenomenon, since recent findings in 

Phoenician metal-working contexts at Carthage include Euboean skyphoi, SOS amphorae and Greek style 

pottery produced at Pithekoussai41. Phoenicians are also known to have transported Attic SOS amphorae and 

Corinthian fine-ware pottery to southern Spain in the late 8th and 7th centuries BC and on the island of Mozia 
                                                 
38 Ridgway 1998, p. 316-320, fig. 2. 
39 Modesti & Gastaldi 1999, Johannowsky 1969, Gabrici 1913. La Rocca 1975, fig. 1a. On the circulation of these cups  in general 
see also, D´Agostino 1989, D´Agostino 1990, Ridgway 1967, Ridgway 1991, Peserico 1995. For a more detailed bibliography see 
also, Ridgway 1998, note 20. 
40 For a detailed study on the exchange of metal objects, mining and manufacturing techniques in the western Mediterranean between 
the 14th and 8th Century BC see, Giardino 1995. See also Nijboer 1998, p. 235-240, on the metal deposits in central Italy. 
41 Docter & Niemeyer 1994, p. 101-115, Vegas 1999, p. 395-438 



 15

of the coast of Sicily, the graves belonging to a Phoenician settlement reflects frequent combinations in the 

grave goods between Phoenician vessels and Corinthian EPC-MPC cups and aryballoi 42.  

Despite scarcity of clear links between Euboeans and early metal activities the Euboeans have never the less 

generally been thought to have had interest in the east-west Mediterranean trade one way or another. The 

role of the involved Euboean Greeks has however developed in the archaeological literature over the last 

four decades and the knowledge on Italian proto-history has expanded alongside with it. An increasing 

corpus of studies have made it clear that metal items such as fibulae were already frequently produced and 

exchanged between Villanovan centres before the beginning of the 8th century BC and even before that, 

during the Final Bronze Age, Sardinian bronze objects had arrived in northern Etruria43. Meanwhile also an 

increasing Levantine presence in the western Mediterranean, pre-dating any Euboean involvement, has been 

pointed out. The increasing archaeological knowledge on early Phoenicians influence on metal extraction as 

well as trade and cultural impact on Italian Iron Age society suggests that the Euboeans where not the first 

pioneers to conduct cross-Mediterranean metal trade and their role not so dominant as once thought44.     

It is worth noticing at this stage that the actual identification of Euboeans and the relationship between 

Euboean pottery and Euboean identity also has been debated in relation to finds from Ischia, the Tyrrhenian 

coast and other places. Opinions on the matter stretch from there being a minimal right through to a 

dominant Euboean presence in these areas. Meanwhile, the presence of other groups such as Phoenicians has 

long been recognized at Ischia and especially at S. Imberia at Sardegna as described. The problem of 

evaluating whether Euboean pottery equals Euboean activity is illustrated by the above noted observations 

that e.g. Phoenicians where transporting Greek pottery. David Ridgway has however convincingly defended 

the Euboean presence both on Ischia and the Italian mainland45.      

The activities along the Tyrrhenian coast, which brought along Euboean pottery, is traditionally thought to 

have been pre-colonial — taking place in the period preceding permanent Greek settlement. This is 

influenced by the fact that the pottery of the first half of the 8th century found along the Tyrrhenian coast is 

generally thought to have been earlier than that of the first permanent Greek settlement at Pithekoussai. It 

must be mentioned, however, that apart from the fact that the vast majority of pottery on Ischia dates to the 

second half of the 8th century (LGI and LGII periods), some fragments, including chevron skyphoi, dating to 

the late MGII period have been discovered in the Scarico Gosetti dump at the east side of Monte di Vico46.  

 

 

                                                 
42 Shefton 1982, p. 342, Briese & Docter 1992, Mozia IX. 
43 Belardelli et. Al 1990. p. 19 ff, Lo Schiavo & Ridgway 1987. 
44 Giardino 1995, Ridgway 2000, Ridgway 2004, Nijboer 2006 with further references. 
45 Ridgway 2004, Ridgway 2000. for the rejection of the Euboeans see especially, Papadopoulos 1997 and Morris 1992, pp. 141-143  
46 Coldstream 1995, pp. 251-267. 
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1.5.2. Reception of Greek pottery in indigenous graves 

In addition to the noted quest for metal ores, D’Agostino adds that the Euboeans would also have been 

seeking “marginal benefits” to be gained from emporic trading and exchange with Villanovan trading 

partners which, he continues, “was made possible by the political fragmentation of the indigenous world and 

the consequent lack of an organized trading system”47. The large Villanovan settlement at Pontecagnano 

would have been one such “partner”. Here, Greek pottery—mainly drinking cups of Euboian/Cycladic origin 

- include pendant semi-circular skyphoi (Kearsley’s Type 5), “black cups”, chevron skyphoi, and skyphoi 

decorated with single birds or meander. A single MGII Corinthian skyphos has also been found amongst this 

material48.  

 
 The Greek cups found at Pontecagnano, at least those belonging to the first half of the 8th century BC, are 

considered by the excavator to be ceremonial gifts that found their way into the indigenous graves as a result 

of the social consumption of wine by some local individuals49. 

Bearing in mind the large number of imported Corinthian oinochoai at Otranto, it is, however, interesting to 

observe that pouring vessels or craters do not accompany the Greek drinking cups in the Pontecagnano 

graves. While fully aware of the difficulties in comparing settlement contexts with grave contexts, it can at 

least be safe to conclude that the material from Otranto presents a wider range of vessels related to Greek 

wine drinking habits than that from Pontecagnano. This observation does however not contradict that the 

Greek drinking cups in Pontecagnano reflects an independent idea in relation to the funeral goods. 

D´Agostino has pointed out that the cups were not, themselves, valuable and therefore must have housed a 

different meaning50. Indeed, this may be so, but the argument would be better supported by examining the 

typological range of indigenous and Greek vessels in the graves. By doing so, it becomes evident that there is 

a clear presence of native impasto cups in the graves, with indigenous attingitoi and tazze being found in the 

vast majority of Pontecagnano graves from the earliest phase (Ia) through to the end of phase IIb 51. While in 

the case of some graves, the Greek drinking cups introduced in the first half of the 8th century BC may 

outnumber those of local origin, there are no recorded graves where they have completely “replaced” them52. 

The same phenomenon is also observable in graves at Capua and Veii containing Euboean skyphoi53. It 

therefore seems reasonable to suggest that, if Greek cups were purchased or received as “simply cups” 

favoured for aesthetic reasons or an implicit prestige, they simply would, on a least some occasions, have 

replaced the old fashioned local cups. The fact that the Greek and indigenous cups occurs side by side as 

                                                 
47 D`Agostino 1998, p. 364. 
48 On the skyphoi with pendent simi-circles see, Modesti 1998, tomba 7129 & 7392. for Kearsley`s typology for pendent simi-circle 
skyphoi see in general, Kearsley 1989, type 5, p. 99-101. on the other cup shapes in Pontecagnano graves, see, Bailo Modesti & 
Gastaldi 1999. The Corinthian MGII skyphos was found in grave T 4871, ibid, p. 36-27, fig. 7, tav. 3.3.   
49 D´Agostino 1998, p. 365 
50 Ibid, p. 365.  
51 Pontecagnano II.4, p. 60, Pontecagnano II.1, 27-31 
52 Bailo Modesti & Gastaldi 1999 graves, 4697, 7110, 7129, 7739.  
53 Fabricotti et.al 1972, Grave AAβγ, fig 36. 
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funeral goods strongly indicates that they were imbued with different meanings, of which, it is logical to 

assume, one was the consumption of wine from Greek cups. 

  

1.5.3 Italo-Geometric pottery in the graves at Pontecagnano 

A certain aesthetic agenda reflecting indigenous preference for “Greek style” is also displayed in the pottery 

of the Pontecagnano graves. This is suggested by the contemporary finds of locally produced Italo-

Geometric pottery such as, imitations of Greek shapes, mostly drinking cups, along with indigenous shapes 

bearing Euboean style decoration that start to appear in the Pontecagnano graves in the first half (probably 

late) of the 8th century BC, increasing in numbers in the second half of the century. The application of Greek 

style decoration to traditional indigenous vessels is particular interesting since it points toward a conceptual 

preference for Greek style but reluctance toward adopting new shapes. J. Boardman has recently commented 

that the imitation of Greek cups may reflect a “debasing” of the associated ritual54. This statement does 

however not find supported in the general combination of grave goods, which is well illustrated by the 

graves at Capua and Veii where the imitations usually had an individual functional position amongst the 

grave goods, occurring together with traditional local attingitoio55.   

 

1.5.4. Pithekoussai 

In the classical interpretation, the foundation of Pithekoussai around 770 BC was the natural culmination of 

Euboean interest in the Tyrrhenian Sea which, according to Coldstream, had been the result of pre-colonial 

activities of Greek prospectors and pioneers56. David Ridgway has, however, recently outlined a different 

sequence of development by suggesting the existence of an earlier and largely unknown chronological phase 

at Ischia. The core issue in Ridgway’s argument is that the necropolis of Valle di San Montano, the Scarico 

Gosetti dump and the Mazzola metalworking area, all were establishments that were up and running by c. 

750 BC57. Recent excavations have also shown that farmsteads emerged from early on in the second half of 

the 8th century BC58. 

The archaeological record does not, at present, reveal any substantial insight into events at Ischia from before 

750 BC, but it is the view of the current author that it seems reasonable to assume that some type of 

establishment took place during the first half of the 8th century BC which, in a limited way at least, appears 

                                                 
54 Boardman 2004, p. 160, note 15. 
55 Johannowsky 1967, Grave 281 (pl. 3), Grave 248 (pl. 4), Grave 253 (pl. 5), Johannowsky 1969, Grave 800 (pl. 1), Grave 417 (pl. 
2), Grave 363 (pl. 3). Veii: Moretti 1963, p. 178, grave FF, fig. 132 a-b. 
56 E.g. Coldstream 1994. 
57 Ridgway 2004, p. 18. 
58 De Caro 1994, Gialanella 1994, De Caro & Gialanella 1998. 
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to be reflected by the few MGII fragments known from the Monte di Vico59. Ridgway continues by pointing 

out the “difficulty in identifying patterns, regularly recurring and hence perhaps ethnically significant, in the 

contents of the corredi at the earliest Pithecoussai we have”60. This could indicate that multi ethnical 
integration had already taken place at Ischia, a point which finds some support by the regular occurrence of 

italic Villanovan type fibulae which is normally interpreted as reflecting intermarriage between Greeks and 

Italics61. However, Buchner and Ridgway warn that caution should be exercised with regard to drawing 

definitive conclusions on the social and economical structure of Ischia from the evidence obtained from 

Pitehkoussian graves alone, as only about 5 percent of the total amount have been excavated62. In respect to 

the finds of Greek pottery along the Tyrrhenian coast dating to the first half of the 8th Century BC, the 

proposal offered by Ridgeway, would mean that this pottery, or at least some of it, was probably distributed 

via Ischia and thereby not to be regarded as an outcome of “pre-colonial” connections leading up to the 

establishment of a permanent settlement on Ischia63.  

While the issue of pre-colonisation is still open to debate, the Greek pottery discovered at Ischia differs from 

that from indigenous sites on the Tyrrhenian coast. The drinking cups from indigenous graves in 

Pontecagnano and other places are mostly of Euboean origin and they constitute the earliest known pottery 

from along the Tyrrhenian coast. The main sequence of Greek pottery at Ischia is of Corinthian origin and 

dates to the second half of the 8th century BC. This is broadly similar to events throughout the remainder of 

the Mediterranean, where Corinthian pottery became dominant from around 750 BC64. 

 

From the beginning, Pithekoussai housed workshops, which created detailed imitations of the Greek imports, 

most notably cups, which often, in terms of style, have proven difficult to distinguish from the originals. 

Imitations of Aetos 666 kotylai, Thapsos cups and EPC kotylai along with oinochoai and lekythoi are 

frequently found in the Pithekoussai graves, and in the last quarter of the 8th century BC, Corinthian potters 

were producing high quality aryballoi in local clay exhibiting a craftsmanship, which could easily compete 

with that of Corinth65. At the same time, a workshop was producing large craters with a decorative style 

closely linked to the Cesnola Painter—applying familiar Euboean themes such as “the tree of life”  and 

‘horses at a manger’. The latter example included a rather strange triangular motif with a box on top, placed 

under the belly of the horse—the position where the Cesnola Painter would normally locate a bird. This 

production series has been considered by Coldstream who sees the craters as having strong social 

significance relating to an Euboean aristocracy which, in other aspects, are difficult to detect in the 
                                                 
59 Coldstream, on the other hand sees it as evidence of aristocratic leadership and the direction of an oikistes, Coldstream 1994, p. 50-
51, Coldstream 1998, p. 308.   
60 Ridgway 2004, p. 19 
61 Ibid,  p. 29-30. On intermarriage see, Buchner 1975, Buchner 1979, p. 135, Hodos 1999.  The theory is however not accepted by 
all scholars, see  Coldstream 1993  
62 Ridgway 1992, p. 46. Buchner 1975, p. 72.  
63 For a critical revue on the pre-colonisation see, Ridgway 1989. 
64 Morgan 1998 
65 Buchner 1982, Neeft 1987, p. 59-65. 
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Pithekoussai graves and elsewhere on the island66. Fragments from Cesnola style craters have been found at 

the Mazzaola quarter and at the Monte di Vico acropolis67.  

      Similar material, on the other hand, does not occur in any of the Pithekoussai graves, which appears to 

suggest that the selection of 1300 excavated graves belong to the “middle class” and any aristocratic burials 

so far remain undiscovered. A single fragment from an original Euboean crater has been found amongst the 

sporadic finds from the necropolis, but is clearly insufficient to draw any concrete conclusions. Whether or 

not the undiscovered aristocratic graves at Pithekoussai would contain large Cesnola style craters is difficult 

to say. The themes depicted on the known Cesnola pot do not make any reference to funeral rites in the way 

contemporary funeral vases from the Attic Dipylon workshop do, where funeral processions are a favoured 

motif.  

Contemporary graves of the Euboean aristocratic families are, as yet, not known from Greece itself. 

Chronologically speaking, the closest points of reference are the warrior graves excavated at the West Gate 

of Eretria, which date to the very end of the 8th century BC. These contained rich collections of funeral 

goods, but no large sized pottery vessels were discovered68. The same is the case for the Fondo Artiaco 

tombs at Kyme69. With this in mind, it would appear that there is not much to indicate that the Cesnola style 

craters would have been incorporated in aristocratic funeral goods at Ischia. Coldstream, however, has 

convincingly argued to the contrary. He points out that the graves at Eretria and Kyme date to around 700 

BC and belong to a period where metal had become more accessible70. This trend, in turn, would have been 

reflected in the grave goods, possibly at the expense of large pottery vessels. This being so, the sizable 

pottery shapes should still have been incorporated in earlier graves of the third quarter of the 8th century BC, 

and the necropolis at Pithekoussai is a good example of this. Here, Giorgio Buchner excavated a burnt 

deposit containing fragments of ten craters, of which several are figure decorated. The decoration on one of 

these, bearing a central depiction of a mourning lady flanked by two horses, clearly relates to a funeral scene. 

Amongst the other craters, one depicts a famous shipwreck scene and another a procession of men with 

grotesque faces71. Although the ten craters were not excavated from a grave, they most likely belonged to a 

funerary context, and Buchner is of the opinion that the craters would have been deposited separately from 

the grave of the deceased after they had been burned on the pyre72. In another Pithekoussian grave (168), 

four craters were recovered amongst the grave goods, of which, two are thought to be Euboean. All four are 

decorated in Late Geometric style, and on one, there are some birds and a Greek inscription73. It is 

                                                 
66 Coldstream 1983, Coldstream 1994. 
67 Buchner 1981, fig. 2, Coldstream 1994, fig. 2. 
68 Erétria 3. 
69 Pellegrini 1903, pp. 202 ff.  
70 Coldstream 1994, pp. 80-81 
71 Pithecoussai I, Tav 235, S1/5, Tav. 231, S/1, Tav. 234, S1/4. 
72 Buchner 1954, p. 39, note 6. 
73 Pithecoussai I, Tavl. 67-70. 
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noteworthy that Grave 168 contained a total of 23 pottery vessels, which is remarkably higher than the 

average of 4.6 vessels, and thus suggests that the grave belonged to a member of the “upper middle class”74.  

 

1.5.5. Subsequent developments in Campania and Etruria  

Whether the craters, including those decorated in the Cesnola style, reflect an aristocratic presence at Ischia 

remains to be seen, but on the mainland, they did have a special appeal to the Etruscan elite. During the 

second half of the 8th and the early part of the 7th centuries BC, workshops in Etruria produced a range of 

Italo-Geometric pottery vessels consisting of Greek shapes decorated in Euboean/Boeotian and sometimes 

Corinthian inspired styles, with the crater as a favoured shape75. The appearance of such Italo-Geometric 

pottery was not limited to Etruria however, and similar vessels are known from Sicily and from Canale- 

Janchina in southern Calabria76. Some of the workshops clearly seem to have housed Greek potters working 

in a style closely related to that found on contemporary Greek pottery. An example of this phenomenon is a 

lidded crater, most likely from Pescia Romana, decorated in a style similar to that of the Cesnola painter77. 

Other productions are more unskilled and the composition of the decoration shares a more general similarity 

with contemporary Greek pottery. Different derivations of Euboean inspired birds were especially popularly 

in these productions. Pottery of this type has been discovered in places like Vulci, Chiusi, Bisenzio78, 

Tarquinia79 and in the Sarno Valley80. Greek style, as a concept, also found its way into the traditional 

Etruscan pottery productions, which is well illustrated by an urn from Vulci decorated with birds and 

Geometric motifs similar to the Euboean Late Geometric style. The same phenomenon is also found on a urn 

from Veii 81. 

In the second half of the 8th century BC, the influx of Greek pottery along the Tyrrhenian coast changes 

somewhat and local productions of Greek type drinking cups begin to appear at a number of sites. The site of 

Pontecagnano—where there are numerous drinking cups dated to the first half of the century—is remarkably 

quite in the Late Geometric period, when, except for a probable Pithekoussian LG kotyle, no imported cups 

have been discovered. However, a local workshop did produce a LG version of the MGII Greek skyphoi82.  

At Cumae and Capua, as well as in the Sarno valley, LG drinking cups have been found in indigenous 

                                                 
74 I am here using numbers from, Neeft 1994, p. 151, 158.    
75 On Italo-Geometric pottery in general see, Blackeway 1932-33, Åkerstrom 1943, Canciani 1987.  
76 For a recent study on the interrelationship of these decorative styles see, Mercuri 2004. 
77 Canciani 1974-75, fig. 6 
78 For all three sites see, Blackeway 1932-33, p. pl. 28, La Rocca 1978 (Vulci).  
79 La Rocca 1974-75, fig 6, no 6. 
80 D`Agostino 1979, fig. 41,  
81 La Rocca 1974-75, fig. 1, Delpino 1981 (vulci). Szilágyi 2005, p. 45, fig 8. (Veii). 
82 Pontecagnano II.1, 44 – 46, pl. D.3 –4. 
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graves, albeit in small amounts83. This pottery is likely to have reached these sites through connections with 

Ischia, as Pithekoussian produced cups have been found as well84. 

Greek style drinking cups were also produced locally. In the Sarno Valley, a series of “loose” local variants, 

which often are quite distant from the decoration on Greek prototypes, as well as MGII chevron type 

skyphoi, continued to live on in a localised version of the LG period85. The same appears to be the case in 

Etruria, where similar LG skyphoi imitations are reported from a number of sites including Chiusi, Tarquinia, 

Vulci and Bisenzio86. Greek pottery, on the other hand, is not very plentiful. An Aetos 666 kotyle is known 

from Veii and small amounts of early PC pottery have been found at a number of sites including Veii, Vulci 

and Tarquinia87. Pontecagnano can again be noted for a number of Greek imports in the early Proto 

Corinthian period88.              

The use of the drinking cups in the indigenous graves during the second half of the 8th century BC does not 

differ much from the pattern of the first half of the century BC. Although the origin of the Greek drinking 

cups changed from Euboean to Corinthian, there was no change in the use of the cups during funerary 

activity. Corinthian, Pithekoussian and locally manufactured drinking cups still occurred, mainly as single 

objects, among otherwise traditional indigenous pottery89. In the graves at Pontecagnano, this changed from 

around 700 BC, when more Greek or Greek style pottery started to appear in the graves at the same time as 

the introduction of new functional shapes, such as the aryballos.  

 
1.5.6. Considerations on the Italo-Geometric pottery 
 
Before the summarization of this chapter, I should like to briefly place the focus on the so-called Italo-

Geometric pottery in the 8th and early 7th century BC, since the current thesis will be including similar 

material from the Timpone della Motta and the Sibaritide later on in chapter 4.  

Italo-Geometric pottery was as early as 1932 divided in to the following groups by Alan Blakeway90: 

 

A. Greek Geometric imports 

B. Local Geometric, made and painted by Greek artists. 

C. Local Geometric, of Barbarian workmanship but imitating Greek models both in shape and 

decoration: “Greco-Italian Geometric”. 

                                                 
83 Dehl 1982, p. 202 (Veii), Johannowsky 1969, grave 697 (pl. 4), grave 722 (pl. 6) (Capua). D`Agostino 1979, Fig 34, T73, fig. 35. 
6, grave 122 (Sarno Valley). 
84 Johannowsky 1969, pl. 8c. 
85 D’Agostino 1979, Pl. 34 – 35 
86Peserico 1995, p. 436.  
87 Dehl 1984, p. 275, 279, 195. 
88 D`Agostino 1968, p. 93 ff. 
89 LG cups in Capua see, Johannowsky 1969, grave 697 (pl. 4), grave 722 (pl. 6),  EPC cups in Pontecagnano, D`Agostino 1968, 
grave VI (fig. 40a), grave III (fig. 36), grave V (fig .38), grave VII (fig. 42).  
90 Blakeway 1932-33, p. 192. 
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D. Local Geometric of Barbarian shape and workmanship but with painted decoration derived, but not 

strictly copied, from Greek Geometric design: “Italo-Geometric”.    

 

 

On the previous pages, I have often made use of terms such as “Greek inspired pottery” and “local 

productions” without making any attempt to attribute the various occurrences of pottery to Blakeway`s or a 

similar schema. I have refrained from doing this because, I find, that such grouping are deceptive in 

providing a picture based solely on stylistic quality and shapes. This does not necessarily give well defined 

reflections of “who” made the pots or what cultural or technological factors stood behind the various external 

appearances of the vessels e.g. as they are described in Blakeway`s division above. 

  

This is illustrated by the observation that criteria for identifying Greek and indigenous hands in the pottery 

production is not equal. It has been mentioned above that some Greeks were operating in pottery workshops 

on Ischia and Etruria. This conclusion is drawn from specific observations, such as the close similarity 

between aryballoi produced on Ischia and in Corinth and Cesnola styles “hands”, which can be traced from 

Ischia to Etruria. In these and similar cases the pottery can be examined through comparison with a vast 

corpus of genuine Greek pottery and based on a high degree of correspondence it is rather natural, and I 

think rightly, to interpret it as the past presence of Greek potters or at the least, potters with a firm and 

detailed insight into Greek pottery manufacture.  

The identification of “local” hands in the Italo-Geometric pottery is more difficult to asses, which, I think, 

makes it unsure whether local based production is the same as indigenous production. This is because, the 

assessment does not rely on a specific comparison but on broad observations and assumptions, of which the  

most visible is the general stylistic developments, which transforms and drifts away from that of the Greek 

proto-types, as it is e.g. the case for many of the drinking cups referred to above. However, while we can 

easily determine that the style and craftsmanship drifts away from an original, close -to -Greek appearance, it 

is difficult to say if it approaches an indigenous craftsmanship since indigenous characteristic cannot be 

directly defined due to a lack of an appropriate reference material. By that I basically mean the lack of a 

native tradition in the field of painted pottery.  

The question of identifying various Greek and/or indigenous influences in Italo-Geometric pottery will be 

continued in chapter 4, where Italo-Geometric pottery in the Sibaritide labelled “Oinotrian-Euboean” will  be 

put under investigation.   

 
1.6. Summery and highlights        
 
The chapter has described how Greek pottery from c. 800 BC began to arrive at the Tyrrhenian coast and in 

the Salento region. Traditionally these developments are seen as respectively relating to Euboean and 
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Corinthian commercial maritime activities. In the case of the Euboeans much seems to indicate that they 

were not the first to pursue long distance commercial interests in Italy, since Phoenician activities in the field 

of metal, appears to have started earlier. 

Below, a number of specific observations are highlighted and will be referred to later in this thesis. 

 

Reception. Despite the fact that it is not possible to compare the indigenous reception of Greek pottery in the 

Salento region directly with the indigenous reception along the Tyrrhenian coast, some general observations 

can be made. 

 

- The Greek pottery in both places is predominantly related to some form of wine drinking. 

- In the Salento region, wine drinking is reflected through the Greek vessel types.  

- At the Tyrrhenian, wine drinking is reflected through the reception Greek drinking cups in the 

indigenous grave goods.    

- Italo-Geometric productions started along the Tyrrhenian coast.  

- Italo-Geometric productions did not appear in the Salento region. 

 

Italo-Geometric pottery. 

 

- Italo-Geometric productions appeared in close continuation of the influx of Greek pottery. 

- From c. 750 BC Italo-Geometric pottery was frequently produced on Ischia and some Greek hands 

can be recognised working on the Italian mainland, especially in Etruria. 

- The indigenous reception of Italo-Geometric drinking cups (in graves) does not differ substantially 

from that of genuine Greek cups.         
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Chapter 2. Present considerations of Pre-Sybaris contacts  and Sybarite colonisation  
 

 

2.1 Introduction 

After the description of the early influx of Greek pottery to the Salento region and the Tyrrhenian coast the 

focus will here be directed towards the Sibaritide.      

This chapter aims to consider current opinions on the influx of especially Greek pottery to the Sibaritide 

prior to the founding of Sybaris as well as on the colonisation of the Sibaritide. It will begin with a brief 

survey on the recorded material from the region, i.e. the archaeological material that has been published and 

is readily available to scholars. This in turn will outline the empiric basis on which past and present opinions 

are founded. After that the currently two leading opinions on the issue will be presented by focusing on the 

works of Pier Giovanni Guzzo and Marianne Kleibrink   

 

2.2. Sibaritide “imports” in the 8th and 7th Centuries BC — The Material Record 

To date, contact between the Sibaritide and Greeks, Phoenicians or others in the first three quarters of the 8th 

century BC are only represented by a small number of finds of which the most where found in indigenous 

graves. One of the earliest imports currently known is a Phoenician bronze bowl from the Tomba delle 

Strada, excavated in the Macchiabate necropolis in 196391. This bronze bowl has traditionally been dated to 

the first half of the 8th century BC. A further import was uncovered in grave T 69 at the same necropolis, 

where a scarab belonging to the “Lyre-group” was found92. The scarab is likely to have derived from 

Pithekoussai, where similar “ Lyre-group” scarabs are found in graves.93. This find is of great interest as it 

creates a direct link with Ischia. Of further interest is the discovery, in grave 325, at Pithekoussai of a matt-

painted askos decorated in the matt-painted Fringe style, since the Fringe style is mainly known in the 

Sibaritide94  

A normally assumed, MGII chevron skyphos from Torre Mordillo is thought to be the earliest Greek pottery 

discovered in the Sibaritide to date95. The exact find context is unclear, but the complete state of the vessel 

indicates that it might have come from a grave. From the LG period, the number of Greek vessels are 

increasing96. A LG kotyle, which Dehl ascribes to the “dark kotyle class”, is known from Grave 3 at 

Roggiano-Prunetta97. The main bulk of material is found at Francavilla Marittima, where LG pottery is found 

                                                 
91 Zancani- Montuoro 1970-71, p. 9-33. 
92 Zancani- Montuoro 1974-76,  p. 58-64, tav. XXII-XXIII 
93 Boardman 1990. 
94 Pithecoussai I, p. 380, no. 4, tav. CCVII. 
95 This skyphos is normally referred to as a MG Euboean chevron skyphos, Guzzo 1984, p. 239, fig. 2, Kleibrink 2001, p. 39, Dehl 
1984, p. 105,  
96 For the latest account on the finds see, Kleibrink 2004b, table 5, p. 68, were the earlier catalogue of Dehl 1984 is included.  
97 Dehl 1984, p. 41-42 with bibl. Guzzo 1984, p. 242, fig. 7. 
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in Macchiabate graves T8, T88, U15 and CR198 and at the sanctuary at the Timpone della Motta, where, 

Corinthian fragments dating to the LG period and later are recorded — the earliest published finds being 

fragments of a LG kyathos99. A fragment of an Aetos 666 kotyle has also been uncovered on the plateau 1 

habitation area at the lower south site of the Timpone della Motta100. From the EPC period onward, 

Corinthian fragments and a number of late geometric Rhodian oinochoe fragments are reported from the site 

of Sybaris, albeit in later secondary contexts101. From the Timpone della Motta at Francavilla Marittima, 

fragments of EPC and later dates have been published102 as well as a number of vessels from the 

Macchiabate necropolis103. From elsewhere in the Sibaritide, Corinthian pottery, mainly dating to the 7th 

century BC, has been found in secondary settlement contexts in Torre Mordillo104, in graves at 

Amendolara105 and in a sanctuary at Cozzo Michelicchio (southern Sibaritide), where a number of terracotta 
figurines also have been uncovered106.           

 

2.3. Current Opinion 

 Presently, there are, as described in the introduction, differing approaches to pre-colonial activity in the 

Sibaritide and its subsequent colonisation. The current chapter will primarily focus on the views of Pier 

Giovanni Guzzo and Marianne Kleibrink, chosen due to their exhaustive research on the topic. Both arrive at 

different conclusions, which is most obvious in their respective assessments of when Sybaris enjoyed 

dominance in the Sibaritide. From a methodical point of view, it is interesting to note that the archaeological 

sites and non- indigenous material on which the two opinions are based are more or less the same. 

 

2.4. P. G. Guzzo 

Pre colonial contacts 

Guzzo begins by considering the earliest imports found in the indigenous graves in the Sibaritide, which 

have been introduced above. He suggests that these objects arrived in the Sibaritide through contact with 

Peloponnesian seafarers operating along a route from Greece, via Messina to the Euboean colonies at 

Pithekoussai and Kyme. Support for this proposed route is offered by the discovery of two Calabrian bronze 

fibulae among the votive material in Olympia. One of these is a fibula of the serpentine type with a flattened 

                                                 
98 Zancani-Montuoro 1980-82, p. 33-37, fig. 12-13, tav. XIII (T8), Zancani-Montuoro 1983-84, p. 102, no. 3 (T88), Zancani-
Montuoro 1977-79, p. 68, fig. 23, tav. XLIIIe (U15), Zancani-Montuoro 1977-79, p. 29, fig. 10, tav. XVIa (CR1). 
99 Stoop 1988, p. 94, fig. 1 
100 Referred to in Kleibrink 2001,, table 5, p. 68  
101 See the account in, Kleibrink 2001, table 1-4, p. 59-66, with bibl. 
102 Stoop 1988. 
103Zancani- Montuoro 1977-79, p. 61, no. 4, tav. XXXVIId-e (U10). Zancani- Montuoro 1977-79,p. 26,  tav. XI b23 (sporadic), 
Zancani- Montuoro 1983-84, p. 59, no. 2, fig. 17, tav. XXXVI a (T73). 
104 Guzzo 1984, p. 246, fig. 17 
105 Earliest find is a EPC Thapsos skyphos with out panel from grave 105, La Geniere 1973, p. 9, fig 3-4. Greek pottery dating to the 
7th century BC was also found in a number of other graves. See in general, La Geniere 1971, p. 449 – 475, La Geniere 1973,  La 
Geniere 1980, p. 353 – 376.     
106 Pace 2005, p. 674, tav. III a-b. 
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end and the other is a 4-spiral fibula107. Indeed, this proposed route would fit with the “Euboean route”, 

discussed above, that introduced Greek Geometric drinking cups to the Tyrrhenian coast. The Sibaritide 

would have been a stopping point along this route where “emporic like trading”, as described by d´Agostino, 

would have been conducted with the native groups.  

A further trade route incorporating the Sibaritide may be hypothesised by elaborating on Coldstream’s views 

that two finds of MG Corinthian pottery suggest “Corinthian pre-colonial enterprise” stretching from the 

Salento region southward108. If so, it would be likely that the same Corinthian enterprisers also operated in 

the Sibaritide some 70 kilometres further to the south, in the slightly later LG period. With this in mind, it 

could be suggested, albeit tentatively, that the Sibaritide was located on a Corinthian trading circuit that 

brought the vast amounts of Corinthian geometric pottery to the Salento region (chapter 1.4).  

 

2.4.1 Sybaris    

The founding of Sybaris in the last decades of the 8th century BC is an important event with respect to the 

influx of Greek pottery to the indigenous sites of the Sibaritide—Greek pottery dating to the last quarter of 

the 8th century BC is naturally assumed to have arrived from Sybaris. This view is supported by the fact that 

similar material, most notably fragments from Thapsos class skyphoi, have been found in excavations of the 

site of Sybaris itself. 

From the presence of Greek pottery at a number of indigenous sites, it appears that the foundation of Sybaris 

had an immediate and rapid impact on the indigenous peoples of the Sibaritide. Shortly afterward, 

sanctuaries were erected in the hinterlands of Sybaris to define and control the chora of the newly founded 

city. Firstly, this took place at Francavilla Marittima and later at Torre Mordillo and Cozzo Michelicchio. 

Guzzo deduces this from the presence of LG/EPC material at the Timpone della Motta (mostly fragments of 

the Thapsos class), a material which is also found in the excavations of Sybaris. Proto-Corinthian fragments 

at Torre Mordillo and Cozzo Michelicchio, where terracotta figurines identical to those found at Francavilla 

Marittima, were also uncovered, suggest evidence for the strategic positioning a sanctuaries around Sybaris. 

A recent study by John Papadopoulos on the so-called “Akhaian style kantharoi” (previously in the 

Bern/Getty) arrives at the same conclusion, stating that the large quantities of Akhaian or Akhaian type 

kantharoi at the Timpone della Motta shows a strong Akhaian-Sybaritic influence at the site from at least 

700 BC onward109.  Indeed, Guzzo`s conclusion is in line with the idea of Greek “santuari di frontiera” as an 

                                                 
107 Carrara & Guzzo 1981, p. 487, Guzzo 1984, p. 239-241.  See also Peroni 1987, p. 118,  De la Geniere 1987, p. 122, De la 
Geniere 1992, p. 155 and most recently Trucco & Vagnetti 2001, p. 289-290. As it is pointed out by Guzzo 1984, p. 240, a serpentine 
fibula with out flattening end has been found at the sanctuary of the Timpone della Motta, see, Stoop  1974-76, p. 148, no. 13, pl. 
70,9.  
108 Coldstream 1982. 
109 Papadopoulos 2001, p. 411-414, 422-423, Papadopoulos 2003a. 
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instrument for defining the boundaries of the chora. The idea was originally defined by De Polignac, who 

identified the Timpone della Motta as a frontier sanctuary110.                         

Early Greek control over the Sibaritide is also evident from the lack of 7th century BC activity in the areas 

around Sybaris. Exceptions to this, however, are the sites of Francavilla Marittima, Torre Mordillo and 

Cozzo Michelicchio, where all, as sanctuary sites, were under Sybaritic control anyhow. At Francavilla 

Marittima, signs of social tension and mass migration are visible in the archaeological record, where 

excavations at the Macchiabate necropolis revealed only a small number of graves (15 in total) dating to the 

7th century BC, when compared with graves from the 8th and 6th centuries BC. The 7th century BC graves, in 
general, contain a few Greek and local vessels in combination with a limited range of jewellery, standing in 

stark contrast to the richly furnished graves of the 8th century BC. The overall picture deduced by findings 

from the Macchiabate necropolis is a bleak one—the majority of indigenous people leave the settlement at 

Francavilla Marittima, and those that remain are in a position of much reduced means111.  

Recent excavations and survey work by the GIA (Groningen Institute of Archaeology) on the plateaus at the 

Timpone della Motta can be interpreted as adding support to Guzzo’s views. This research work did not 

uncover any 7th century BC pottery, except for small amounts on Plateau III, which is located directly 

beneath the acropolis, from where the fragments may very well have slipped down. The stratigraphical 

information uncovered has also shown that 6th century BC houses directly succeeded 8th century BC huts, 

with very little settlement activity dating to the 7th century BC112.  

Guzzo argues that the finds of indigenous impasto and matt-painted pottery in the excavations at Sybaris is a 

reflection of indigenous people living and working in the city, and thus providing tentative evidence that the 

indigenous peoples moving from the countryside were congregating here113. A similarly interpretation has 

been proposed for the site of Amendolara in the northern reaches of the Sibaritide. Here, excavator J de La 

Gèniere suggests the abandonment the 8th century BC settlements at S. Cavalcatore and Rione Vecchio 

(which are under present-day Amendolara) and the subsequent movement to the nearby site of San Nicola, 

which is closer to the Ionian coast and under Sybaritic control114. The excavation of the site has uncovered 

the remains of houses dating to the 6th century BC. So far, there is no 7th century BC settlement evidence, but 

a number of Greek and Greek style pottery fragments are known from San Nicola. Furthermore, two 

necropoleis at Mangosa and Paladino, which are connected to the settlement at San Nicola have been partly 

excavated and the chronological horizon uncovered ranges from the end of the 8th century BC (the earliest 

                                                 
110 De Polignac 1995, De Polignac 1999. 
111 See also, Genovese 1999, p. 136 
112 Kleibrink 2004a, p. 86. 
113 Guzzo 1984, p. 244-245, Guzzo 1987, p. 209, see also De la Geniere 1994, p. 156-158, who argues, that the quick build up and 
extension of Sybaris would have demanded the help of an indigenous labour force.  
114 De la Geniere 1967, De la Geniere 1978, p. 335-354  
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grave, 105, at Paladino contained a Thapsos skyphos without panel)115 to the end of the 6th century BC 

(contemporary with the destruction of Sybaris by Croton) 116.  

The graves of the 7th century BC, especially those belonging to the first half, play a central role in Guzzo`s 

understanding of the colonisation of the Sibaritide. He argues that the constant presence of colonial elements, 

notably Proto-Corinthian (or Proto-Corinthian inspired) drinking cups, suggests that the settlement at San 

Nicola was part of the economical sphere of the Achaian colony and dependent on the interests of Sybaris117. 
Indeed, this early Sybaritic control over the indigenous settlement at Amendolara was by no means a 

coincidence. Guzzo explains that the site had strategic importance for Achaian expansion to the north. Such 

an expansion is referred to by Strabo (Strabo 6.1.15) who, referring to Antiochos, speaks of an early 

expansion of Achaian power along the Ionian coast and the subsequent founding of Metapontion as a 

countermeasure to the influence of Taras (706BC)118. 

 

 

 

2.5. M. Kleibrink 

Pre-colonial contacts 

In her approach to the cultural development of the Sibaritide, the founding of Sybaris and subsequent events, 

Kleibrink begins in the Middle Bronze Age (MBA). The overall sequence of events proposed by her is 

influenced by the work of Renato Peroni as well as various proto-historic regional studies from Etruria, 

Lazio and Campania. It can briefly be summarised as follows119: 

 

1. MBA—first settlements on hilltops 

2. LBA—slow expansion 

3. EIA—a fairly sudden development into large proto-urban centres 

 

While no colonial Greek material exists prior to the EIA (Stage 3), Kleibrink’s sequence of development 

nevertheless emphasises that the Iron Age proto-urban settlements at the Sibaritide, such as those at Torre 

Mordillo, Francavilla Marittima and Amendolara, were the result of a long time indigenous regional 

transition120. Indeed, this underpins her overall viewpoint that pre-Sybaris trade was attracted to the area by 

the existence of prosperous indigenous centres, and was not the other way round. Added to this is the 

discovery in indigenous graves of LG Greek pottery, pre-dating the founding of Sybaris, which may be the 

                                                 
115 De la Geniere 1973, T105. 
116 De la Geniere 1967, De la Geniere 1971, De la Geniere 1973, De la Geniere 1980. 
117 Guzzo 1987, p. 183. 
118 Guzzo 1984, Guzzo 1987. 
119 Kleibrink 2004a, p. 30, and recently also Kleibrink 2006a with references to earlier works. 
120 See also Vanzetti 2004, p. 12 ff. 
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result of contact and exchange with indigenous groups at Otranto, rather than the result of direct Greek 

involvement in the Sibaritide prior to the founding of the city121. The skyphoi of the Thapsos class, mostly 

found at the Timpone della Motta, seems, however, to house a special and different meaning for Kleibrink. 

She reasons that if this pottery pre-date Sybaris, then it “confirms the activities of Greek and Phoenician 

traders with the affluent indigenous families”122, while if the pottery were to post-date the founding of the 

city, they would “prove” early Greek colonial activity in the Sibaritide”123. It is not explicitly stated why 

Greek LG pottery in native graves may relate to indigenous contacts, while LG Thapsos skyphoi at the 

Timpone Motta would relate to Greek and Phoenician contacts, but one might assume that the relative large 

amount of Thapsos skyphoi leads Kleibrink to suspect a direct Greek-Phoenician involvement of some kind.        

 

2.5.1. Sybaris 

The founding of Sybaris in the last quarter of the 8th century BC is an important event for Kleibrink, in the 

sense that Greek pottery dated to the founding, or following it, is assumed to have come from the Achaean 

city. The same can be said for Guzzo, but beyond this, the views of Guzzo and Kleibrink part ways. 

Kleibrink considers the Greek pottery from the Timpone della Motta, dating from the last quarter of the 8th 

century BC and the beginning of the 7th Century BC, within the material context of the site. This has lead to 

the observation that, even though the quantity of early Greek pottery may seem high in comparison with 

other South Italian sites, the proportion is relatively small when viewed together with the extensive array of 

local matt-painted and impasto pottery that has also been discovered. As a result, Kleibrink does not exclude 

Greek influence at the Athenaion in the last quarter of the 8th Century BC, but considers it as an 

indigenous/Greek co-operation, based on two key issues: 1) The presence of both Greek and indigenous 

pottery. 2) The architectural nature of Temple Vc on the Timpone della Motta, erected in the last quarter of 

the 8th century BC. this building exhibits a combination of Greek design (interior division into pronaos, cella 

and opisthodomos) and indigenous building techniques (wooden posts erected in holes carved from the 

conglomerate bedrock). Recently, Kleibrink has identified similar posthole temples under buildings I and III, 

and based on the similarity with the design and construction of building Vc, she proposes a contemporary 

date for all three buildings124.     

Kleibrink`s views on the 7th Century BC in the Sibaritide are in contrast to those of Guzzo. She suggests that 

there is very little direct archaeological evidence for Sybaritic dominance in the first half of the century. This 

is based on an evaluation of the finds of Greek pottery from indigenous sites, as well as from Sybaris itself. 

Kleibrink remarks that only a small amount Greek pottery dating to the first quarter of the 7th Century BC is 

known from the Timpone della Motta. The number of pottery finds increases in the second quarter of the 

                                                 
121 Kleibrink 2001, p. 47,  
122 Ibid, p. 55. 
123 Ibid. p. 55. 
124 Kleibrink 2005, p. 759-761 
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century, but the vast majority of Greek pottery from the site dates to the second half of the century. Based on 

an examination of the finds of Greek pottery from the excavations in Sybaris, Kleibrink concludes that the 

picture is the same in the Archaen city itself. The first clear manifestation of sybaritic influence/dominance 

in the area is related to the construction of building Vd at the Timpone della Motta just before the middle of 

the 7th century BC. The traditional posthole structure of building Vc was replaced by river stone wall 

foundations of building Vd, and the finds related to this building are described as being “truly colonial”—the 

native pottery has been replaced by Greek or Colonial pottery. Kleibrink interprets the construction of 

building Vd as a sign of the installation of an actual Achaean “frontier sanctuary” in Francavilla Marittima. 

The intervening period between the construction of buildings Vc and Vd is viewed by her as a period of 

increased contact between Greeks and natives resulting in the gradual Hellinisation of the indigenous 

groups125.  

As has been discussed above, the lack of 7th century BC settlement activity in the Sibaritide as well as the 

drastic downfall in the number of graves at the Macchiabate necropolis is an important point for Guzzo in the 

identification of early Achaean control over the area. Kleibrink likewise acknowledges this “7th century 

problem”, but does make the point that native graves (although few) are present, suggesting continued 

indigenous habitation, albeit on a reduced scale.  Furthermore, with regard to the absence of 7th century BC 

structures on the settlement plateaus of the Timpone della Motta, she suggests the prohibition of settlement 

in the vicinity of the summit sanctuary as a possible explanation and warns that in the case of the 

Macchiabate necropolis there may be more graves dating to the 7th century BC that have not yet been 

excavated.  

Elsewhere in the Sibaritide, Kleibrink comments on Guzzo`s identification of early Greek dominance at 

Amendolara as the result of early spread of Achaean power along the Ionian cost. She remarks that, while 

there are Greek and colonial drinking cups in the native graves at Mangosa and Paladino, there is not any 

clear indications for Achaean Greek influence in the Metapontino and Siritide to the north of Amendolara 

before the second half of the century. Nevertheless, she regards the situation in the Siritide, and especially at 

Incoronata in the Metapontino, as informative when evaluating the situation in the Sibaritide. In reference to 

Incoronata, Kleibrink goes on to focus on the interpretations offered by Dinu Adamesteanu and Antonio De 

Siena for the extensive archaeological evidence from the two well known sites, normally referred to as 

Incoronata “indigena” and Incoronata “Greca”. According to these scholars, the two sites are to be viewed 

within the context of a continuing indigenous cultural development, where the original 8th century BC 

indigenous site at Incoronata “indigena” was moved at the beginning of the 7th century BC and reconstructed 

at Incoronata “Greca” by co-operation between indigenous and Greeks of various ethnic backgrounds. The 

Greek influence is then thought to have gradually increased in the decades following this. Kleibrink believes 

that the site of Amendolara may have undergone a similar transition and that the moving of the settlement 

                                                 
125 Kleibrink 2001, p. 54. 
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from one hill to another, which was then followed by a gradual Hellenisation through co-existence, is better 

explained as the “outcome of power shifts and changes in native societies” rather than as a manifestation of 

Sybarite power 126.  

     A final point worth noting is Kleibrink’s interpretation of the archaeological record from the site of 

Sybaris itself. As a general observation, she points out that there are no signs of large early 7th century BC 

structures in the Achaean city and suggests that the initial settlement at Parco del Cavallo consisted of huts 

with deepened storage areas, a phase related to the use of LGI Greek fragments as well as native impasto and 

matt-painted pottery. These structures at Sybaris may have been similar to those found at Incoronata, and 

from the evidence obtained at Parco del Cavallo as well as in the Stombi area, Kleibrink concludes that it 

was not before the middle of the 7th century that the settlement had developed into clusters of cabins of a 

thoroughly Hellenised nature.  

With the subsequent development of Sybaris and its regional influence, Kleibrink largely agrees with 

Emanuel Greco, who attributes Sybaritic expansion and dominance to the 6th century. This is based on broad 

range of interregional observations, which can be summarised in the following points: 1) Numismatic 

observations regarding inscriptions and style on coins struck in towns along the Tyrrhenian coast depicts 

strong Sybaritic influence over a wide geographic area. 2) The settlement pattern along the Tyrrhenian coast 

exhibits a pattern of new Hellenised indigenous settlements, probably under sybaritic control. 3) In the 
Sibaritide during the 6th century BC, Sybaritic influence is also evident at Amendolara and Francavilla 

Marittima, where the structures discovered at S. Nicola and Timpone della Motta show strong similarity with 

those at Stombi in terms of design and building technique. As a final point, Kleibrink adds that the 

inhabitants in these villages still remained indigenous127.    

 

2.6. Summery. 

 

After the above presentation the various interpretations and views can be summed up in the following points: 

 

 P.G. Guzzo:  

-Pre-Sybaris traders attracted indigenous groups to settle in the hills close by the Ionian coast.  

 

                                                 
126 Ibid, p. 43-45, with references. As it is well known, there currently exists two competing opinion on the relationship between  
Incoronata “indigena” and Incoronata “Greca”. One is the described propose by Dinu Adamesteanu and Antonio De Siena, which 
argue co-existence and gradual hellinisation. A second opinion is that of Orlandini, who believe in a violent and complete destruction 
of the indigenous settlement at Incoronata “indigena” around 680 BC and a contemporary installation of a Greek emporion,- 
Incoronata “Greca” which in return suffered a violent destruction by the Greek colonists from Metaponto. For a summery of the two 
opposed theories, see, Carter 2006, p. 55-74, Stea 1999, p. 50,  Pelosi 1991, p. 56-57. 
127 Kleibrink 2001, p. 42, with references.   
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-The founding of Sybaris in the last quarter of the 8th century BC resulted in the establishment of border 

sanctuaries. This occurred firstly at Francavilla Marittima and later, in the first half of the 7th century BC, 

at Michelicchio and Torre Mordillo.  

 

-The spread of power northwards along the Ionian cost, as suggested by finds of Greek pottery in the 

graves at Mangosa and Paladino.  

 

-Early Greek dominance in the Sibaritide results in the migration of indigenous communities—in the 

opinion of the current author, this is well represented in the lack of settlement activity in Francavilla 

Marittima and in the small number of burials at the Macchiabate necropolis. 

 

M. Kleibrink : 

 

-The existence of prosperous indigenous centres attracted Greeks and others to the Sibaritide before, and   

following, the founding of Sybaris.  

-With the founding of Sybaris begins a period of friendly interaction and co-existence that lasted until 

the middle of the 7th century BC. This is illustrated at the Timpone della Motta with the construction of 

three temples around 700 BC, displaying a combination of indigenous and Greek influence.  

 

-The graves at Amendolara and Francavilla Marittima do not show any strong Greek influence in the 

first half of the 7th century BC.  

 

-The middle of the 7th century BC is a significant point for a change in the relationship between 

indigenous and Greek peoples. This is evident at the Timpone della Motta, where the finds related to 

Temple Vd (constructed around the middle of the century) are of a truly colonial nature, indicating that 

the sanctuary was under direct Sybaritic influence.                                               
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Chapter 3. New finds of Greek pottery on the Timpone della Motta and a different approach to the 

study of Pre-Sybaris connections. 

 

3.1. Introduction. 

In the presentation of the Greek material in this chapter, I am following the traditional division between pre- 

and post-Sybaris pottery as described in the previous chapter.   

I shall however, argue in Chapter 6 that the division is largely artificial and difficult to relate to any material 

or contextual developments in the Sibaritide.  

As mentioned, some additional Greek pottery from the period prior to the foundation of Sybaris will be 

presented. The pottery itself present a new perspective in the discussion on pre-Sybaris connections since, as 

something new, Euboean Geometric pottery can be presented as a supplementary group to the Corinthian 

material of the Sibaritide. Still it will be argued that Greek pottery in itself does not say much conclusive 

about the nature of the contact, which brought it to the Sibaritide. The need for a different approach will 

therefore be indicated, which uses local pottery to form a basis for the understanding of the influx of Greek 

pottery.       

 

3.2 Recent finds of Corinthian pottery on the Timpone della Motta 

The study of the material from the Timpone della Motta has, so far, brought a small number of Corinthian 

fragments to light, which dates to the MGII and LG. Most of these are from drinking cups. Cat. no 3 is a rim 

fragment of Corinthian Aetos 666 proto-kotyle decorated with chevrons in the handle zone. The fragment 

should be dated to the later phase of MGII: The upright rim is lower than that of the proto-kotyle in its initial 

early MGII state but at the same time notably higher and more pronounced, than the rim of the latest series 

from the early part of LG128. Two additional fragments of Aetos 666 kotylai probably dates early in the LG 

period (Cat. nos. 4-5). Cat no. 6 is a “black painted” rim fragment of an unusual large proto-kotyle (dia: 18 

cm.) with dot and concentric circles in applied white and a preserved part of a reserved area probably in the 

shape of an hour glass. This fragment is at the very end of the proto-kotyle sequence where the hatched rim is 

minimal. A similar decoration is found on a kotyle rim fragment from Corinth dated to LG129. Since cat. no. 6 

is still a proto-kotyle it should be dated slightly earlier than the Corinth parallel probably to the early part of 

LG. The same is the case of the proto-kotyle rim fragment cat. no. 7 which has a close parallel from 

Isthmia130. A date to the transition from LG to EPC can probably be assigned to the kotyle fragment cat. no. 8 

                                                 
128 Compare e.g. with, Coldstream 1968, pl. 17.h (early MGII), Corinth XV.3, pl. 3, no 38 (early LG). The shape and decoration of 
cat. no. 3 is similar to e.g. that of Coldstream 1968, pl. 18.e and Pfaff 1999, pl. 100, fig 35. Both MGII.   
129 Corinth XV.3, p. 24, no 43, pl. 3, were it is also noted that the fragment is of “unusually large size” (Dia of rim: 16 cm). A later 
kotyle fragment with similar decoration is also found in Siracusa,  Pelagatti 1982, p. 134, Tav. XIX, fig. 2, no. 4 and also at Otranto, 
D´Andria 1994, p. 492, fig. A. 
130 Morgan 1999, p. 118, no. 352, fig. I.47. 
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decorated with a hatched meander flanked by vertical bars 131. The most characteristic type is a group of 

Corinthian LG kyathoi found in the sanctuary. Fragments from four vessels have come to light during the 

GIA excavation (cat. nos. 9,10,11 & 12) and another three are found among the Stoop and Bern/Getty 

material. The decoration schema is of the Aetos 666 type with the exception of cat. no. 12, which is 

decorated with a heron. LGI kyathoi are not widely circulated in Italy and the closest parallels to the 

Francavilla pieces (especially the Stoop and Bern/Getty vessels) are found in LG graves at Pithekoussai132. 

Only one of the excavated Corinthian pieces is not from a drinking cup. Cat no. 13 includes three wall, neck 

and handle fragments from a Corinthian conical lekythos. The body is low and rounded and the transition 

from body to neck is curving and clearly indicates that the neck is broad at the lower part and probably 

narrowing towards the top. The shape can best be compared with that of Corinthian conical lekythoi of the 

MGII period, which is earlier than the higher LG lekythos with straitening wall and beginning angle at the 

transition between body and neck. The decoration, consisting of horizontal lines, panels with vertical 

lozenges chain, and stars at the shoulder, does not find a direct parallel among the Corinthian MGII lekythoi, 

since these generally are decorated with horizontal lines and crosshatched triangular around the shoulder. 

The manner of drawing, with rather thick lines that are not always evenly applied, does however resemble 

the MGII style, rather then the delicate use of many closely set thin lines, which can be observed on the LG 

Corinthian conical lekythoi133.  

Corinthian pottery of the Thapsos class is not included here but will be dealt with in chapter 6. I have 

decided to exclude the Thapsos skyphoi because there is sufficient contemporary evidence in the Sibaritide to 

say that the type, at least partly, relates to the period after the foundation of Sybaris since this skyphos type 

has been found in the Sybaris excavation. The type itself does however start in the LG period and it is 

therefore possible that some of the skyphoi are earlier than the foundation of Sybaris.         

 

3.3. New Euboean pottery from the Timpone della Motta 134. 

Most notable are the finds of fragments from a MGII Euboean black cup (cat. no. 14). The distribution of 

this type in the western Mediterranean has until now been limited to Pontecagnano where they are attested in 

graves of period IIa and IIb ( 780/770-750 BC and 750-730 BC) 135. The Francavilla skyphos is of a shallow 

type with a rather upright offset rim, which should justify a date in the MGII period136. The remaining 

Euboean fragments are LG geometric in style and can therefore not be dated more precisely then to the 
                                                 
131 A close parallel is found at Corinth, Corinth XV.3, p. 23, no. 36, pl. 3, dated to LG. 
132 Bern/Getty kyathoi: Unpublished, Sybaris museum, Ba415, Ba3446 & 58. Stoop kyathos: Stoop 1979, p. 82, no. 1, tav. IV.8. 
Stoop dated the fragment to the last quarter of the 8th Century BC, by regarding the fragment to be later than LGI kyathoi from 
Perachora. The close resembling to the Pithekoussai kyathoi however justifies a LGI date, see, Pithekoussai I, p. 273, no. 2 & 3, tav. 
92, p. 711, Sp 6/2, tav. 250.        
133 Compare e.g. with, Corinth XV.3, pl. 2. no 18 (MGII) and ibid, pl. 6, no. 94 & 97 (LG) 
134 Dehl 1996, mentions a Euboean cup. I have not been able to find out neither type or date of this specific piece. I am in dept to 
Dr. Irene Lemos, Oxford for helping me with the identification of the Euboean pottery. 
135 Modesti & Gastaldi 1999. Phase IIA: fig. 11. no. 4888.1, fig. 13. no. 6547.1, fig. 12. no. 2337.1. Phase IIB: Fig. 12. no. 3111.1, 
fig. 11. no. 3179.1, fig. 13. no. 7394.1. On Euboean black cups in general see, Kourou 2004, p. 502-504, with references.   
136 Ibid. Compare with, fig. 11. no. 4888.1, fig. 13. no. 6547.1, fig. 12. no. 2337.1.  
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second half of the 8th century BC. I have nevertheless included them here in order to present the Euboean 

material as a group but point out that some of them might belong to the period after the foundation of 

Sybaris. Cat. no. 15 is a rim fragment of a skyphos decorated with concentric circles on the exterior part of 

the rim137. Another LG wall fragment of a skyphos is decorated with a lozenges in the so called bicrome 

“black on white” style (Cat. no. 16)138. A rim fragment of an oinochoe ( cat. no. 17 ) is decorated in the same 

technique and another rim fragment from an oinochoe is monochrome (Cat. no. 18 )139. Finally, two joining 

fragments decorated with triangular motifs belong to a larger open vessel, which might be Euboean. The 

motif is however too generic to permit a specific comparison to Euboean pottery, ( cat. no. 19).      

 

3.4. Contextual situation.          

The majority of pre-Sybaris fragments were found in later contexts of the 7th century BC and some in 

disturbed contexts. The remaining fragments are however associated with original contexts (see schema 1, 

below). These are presented in schema 1 below. The MGII skyphos ( cat. no. 14 ) was found in a closed 

context (AC21.11) belonging to building Vb, which in addition to the Euboean fragments, contained local 

Iron Age ceramics and weaving utilities140. The same was the case for cat. no. 16, which together with cat. 

no. 8 was found in a closed context (AC18.13) which together with a range of local pottery also contained a 

number of large labyrinth decorated loom weights and other weaving utilities141.  

 

3.5. Evaluation of Greek pottery as an evidence for the reconstruction of pre-Sybaris connections  

It is clearly evident that pre-colonial connections existed between the Sibaritide and the “out side world”. 

The MGII chevron skyphos from Torre Mordillo, the bronze bowl from the Strada tomb and the “Lyre 

player” scarab of Macchiabate tomb T69, are all in a chronological safe distance from the foundation of 

Sybaris. The new pre-Sybaris Greek pottery presented above, likewise stress that Greek pottery reach the 

Sibaritide from the MGII period and onwards. But how did it arrive  ? 

In her study from 1982, on the chronology and distribution of Corinthian pottery in Italy of the 8th and early 

7th century, Christiane Dehl was leaning towards the conclusion that the earliest Corinthian fragments of the 

Sibaritide had not arrived here prior to the foundation of Sybaris. Dehl however left the possibility of a pre-

colonial date open and stated that if in fact the material should prove to be earlier that the foundation of 

Sybaris then it was likely to have been an outcome of sporadic connections to Campania. Such a connection 

was already attested by the find of the “Lyre player scarab” (probably arriving from Pithekoussai) found in T 

                                                 
137 Previously published in, Kleibrink, Jacobsen & Handberg 2004, p. 51, no. 3, For the type see, Lefkandi I, pl.46, especially no. 123 
and pl. 60, no. 2. fragments from similar skyphoi has been found at Otranto, see. D`Andria 1982, fig. 7a. 
138 For the type see, Lefkandi I, pl.37, nos 13 & 16, pl. 60, nos. 14 & 16, Boardman 1952, pl I.B (Eretria). 
139 Oinochoe with black monochrome upper part are frequently found in Greek Geometric pottery for some Euboean exemplas, see in 
general Lefkandi I. pl. 95 and onwards. 
140 AC21 excavation notes and Harris matrix. 
141 The Harris matrix for AC18 is published in Kleibrink 2006a, p. 139 
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69 at the Macchiabate necropolis142. At the time Dehl did her study on the Corinthian pottery good 

information was hard to come by. The publications on the majority of Macchiabate graves were still in the 

making and publications on the main part of the Greek pottery from the Timpone della Motta and the vast 

amount of geometric fragments from Otranto was still yet to come. In the meantime, the situation has 

improved. Publications have appeared raising the general level of empiric information and it is today clear 

that quite a lot of geometric pottery reached the Salento area from the beginning of the 8th century BC. In 

addition, there is positive evidence that a minor part of the Corinthian pottery travelled from the Salento to 

Incoronata (see Chapter 1.4.3). In the light of that, it seems appealing to suspect that some early Corinthian 

pottery ended up in the Sibaritide through the same connection that brought pottery to Incoronata. If so, the 

indigenous centre at Francavilla Marittima would in some way have been related to the “Corinthian circuit”, 

as e.g. suggested by Kleibrink (see chapter 2.5). The Corinthian fragments cat. no. 3 and cat. no. 14, 

presented above dates to the MGII period and since MGII Corinthian pottery is rarely attested at the 

Tyrrhenian coast (chapter 1), a connection to the “Corinthian circuit” seems likely.  However, the new finds 

of Euboean Geometric pottery, especially the MBII skyphos, speaks more in favour of a connection to the 

Euboean circuit either through indigenous networks with Campania, as suggested by Dehl (chapter 2) or 

through direct contact with stopping Euboean sailors, as proposed by Guzzo (chapter 2.4). This does 

however not exclude the other possibilities in direction of the Salento region since after all, Euboean pottery 

has been found in the Salento region also.  

Meanwhile, recent research stress that a Phoenician involvement in the pre-Sybaris period has to be taken 

into serious considerations as suggested early on by Marianne Kleibrink (see chapter 2.5). A new study by 

Albert J. Nijboer, presenting a close up examination of a number of graves at the Macchiabate necropolis 

containing Levantine objects, strongly indicates that Phoenician where in contact with leading Oinotrian 

families in the Sibaritide from an early point of the 8th century BC (according to the traditional chronology 

used in this thesis). By that it is following also possible that the Greek pottery, in fact was brought to the 

Sibaritide by Phoenicians.    

While any of these connections are plausible, the actual pottery does not uniformly favour one particular 

explanation. The only definitive conclusion that can be deduced from the available material is therefore that 

it arrived. 

 

3.6. Summery  

The recent finds on the Timpone della Motta of Greek pottery from the MGII and LGI are of fundamental 

importance. The material does not only stress that Greek pottery arrived in the Sibaritide before the founding 

of Sybaris, it also shows that it began earlier (MGII) than previously known. However, competing arrival 

possibilities prevents an understanding of the specific contacts and cultural interactions, which lay behind. A 

                                                 
142 Dehl 1984, p. 107, 109. 
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different approach which also incorporates local produced pottery therefore has to be applied in order to gain 

a better understanding of the influx of Greek pottery during the pre-Sybaris period.  
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Data schema for chapter 3   

Schema 1.  

Phase GREEK MATT PAINTED OTHERS 

Vb Cat. No. 14 
 Undulating line 
style Weaving utilities 

Vb-Vc Cat. No. 16 & Cat. no 8 8th  century BC  Few weaving utilities
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Chapter 4 Oinotrian-Euboean pottery from the Timpone della Motta as a source material for the 

reconstruction of pre-Sybaris connections. 

 

4.1. Introduction 

One of the initial aims of this thesis was to evaluate the different arrival theories for the presence of pre-

Sybaris Greek pottery based on the actual imports themselves. That approach is, as illustrated above, limited. 

Studies on the local pottery from the excavation have however shown that there is help to be found here. 

In the following, I will present an 8th century BC pottery group, which can be identified in the material from 

Timpone della Motta and partly also at other sites in the Sibaritide143. The overall characteristic of the pottery 

is that it is inspired by or imitating Greek Geometric pottery especially of Euboean origin. Generally, I refer 

to this material as Oinotrian-Euboean pottery instead of Italo-Geometric but it should be stressed that the 

term is only meant to emphasize the place of production and not a specific indigenous style. Based on that 

material I will argue that Greek potters were producing Oinotrian-Euboean pottery in Francavilla Marittima 

in a period before and after the foundation of Sybaris.   

At the end of the chapter the question of pre-Sybaris will been evaluated from the point of the Oinotrian-

Euboean pottery. 

   

4.1.1.  Approach 

Here a selection of Oinotrian-Euboean pottery from the GIA excavation will be presented subsequently 

organised in a typological sequence.  

Currently the group consist of some 350 fragments belonging to around 180 individual vessels.  It might 

seem strange that many vessels are represented by only one or two fragments. The fragmented state of the 

majority of the material is, however, fully in line with the general picture of material preservation from the 

GIA excavation where pottery from before ca 675 BC normally is found as fragments. This situation is the 

result of ancient activities such as temple cleanings and secondary dumps of votive material together with 

recent disturbances caused by illegal excavations during the 1970 ties144. The fragments included in this 

thesis are selected so that they represent the various groups of vessels. 

It is the aim of the present paragraph to present an overview on the range of vessel shapes as well as applied 

decoration. I have here not attempted to ascribe different shapes and decorations to various workshops but 

two orientations can be observed in the fact that a matt-painted version of Oinotrian-Euboean pottery is 

                                                 
143 Søren Handberg and Gloria Paola Mittica have collaborated with me on the sorting out,  identification and grouping of the 
Oinotrian-Euboean group. We would like to thank Bruno d`Agostino and David Ridgway for examining parts of the material and 
supplying us with many useful suggestions at the beginning of the study. 
The dating on several of the types depends on the complex stratigraphy relating to building Vb and Vc. Marianne Kleibrink has given 
me invaluable detailed explanations of her interpretations of the various archaeological contexts of the GIA excavation. Much of the 
information is now available in a preliminary report on the excavation, Kleibrink 2006a.        
144 On the temple cleanings and secondary deposits of votive material see recently, Kleibrink 2006c, p. 152 
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present in the material. It should however be stressed that the definition “matt-painted” foremost relates to 

the exterior appearance of these vessels.  

  

4.2 Material presentation 

 

4.2.1 General characteristics  

 

All vessels are wheel thrown. The clay employed is fine, rather well lavigated and contains only few visible 

impurities; mica particles with a silver shine can be observed on surface and in fractures but the amount of 

mica may however differ. Calcareous particles can be observed in most fragments. The average size is 1-4 

mm and particle up to 8-9 mm occur on rare occasions.   

The calcareous particles have often popped during firing causing small surface fractures. Vacuities are often 

observed.   

The fabric is hard fired and the colour is generally within a standard Munsell reading around 5 YR 5/6-5 YR 

6/8 and on occasion around 7.5 YR 5/6-7.5 YR 6/4. A gray core can on few occasions be observed on open 

as well as closed shapes.          

The paint is slightly shining to shining and applied rather thickly. For scodelle and cups the standard Munsell 

reading is around 2.5 YR 5/6 – 2.5 YR 4/8, 5 YR 6/4 – 4/4 and for larger closed and open vessels around 2.5 

YR 5/4 – 2.5 YR 5/6, 5 YR 3/3 – 5 YR 3/3 – 5 YR 4/6 on occasion also at 7.5 YR 3/2 – 7.5 YR 3/3. Paint on 

the matt-painted versions have a standard Munsell reading around 5 YR 2.5/2 – 5 YR 3/1.     

 

 
4.2.2 Typology    

 

All but one vessel is fragmented. Some can be restored to a semi complete state but the majority cannot. It 

should therefore be remembered that the typology presented below is limited by the fragmented state of the 

material. 

 

Scodelle (deep bowls): The largest and most uniform group consists of fragments from scodelle145. The 

vessel type can be divided in three groups based on the decoration in the handle zone.  

  

Scodelle type 1. (Cat. nos. 20, 21, 22, 23 & 24). Decorated in the “Wavy Band Style”146. Single horizontal 

wavy band drawn from left to right flanked by vertical bars. Concentric circles applied with multiplied brush 

                                                 
145 The vessel is a large one handle bowl. I here prefer to use the Italian term: scodella.  
146 The use of the here applied terms; Wavy Band Style, Cross-Hatched Band Style and Linear Style, has been 
suggested to me by M. Kleibrink. 
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on lower part of body. Monochrome on the interior. A wheel made matt-painted version of scodelle type 1 

likewise exists (cat. no. 25)147. This type does however, not have concentric circles at the body and the 

interior is reserved. 

 

Scodelle type 2. (Cat. nos. 26 & 27). Decorated in the Cross-Hatched Band style. Cross-hatched lozenges 

separated by groups of vertical wavy bands. Concentric circles on lower part of body. Monochrome on the 

interior. 

 

Scodelle type 3 (Cat. no. 28 ). Decorated in The Linear Style. One or two horizontal bands at upper part. Line 

on lip. Monochrome on the interior. The type is thinner walled and better thrown than scodelle type 1 and 2. 

 

Parallels to the Scodelle type 1 are found in Pontecagnano graves 224, 3009 and 3093 dating to the local 

phase IIa and IIb ( 780/770-750 BC and 750-730 BC).148  The Pontecagnano lekane and scodelle are not 

completely identical to the Francavilla fragments but the similarity is striking. They all have approximately 

the same dimensions (the diameter of the rim c. 20 cm) and the decorative elements are the same although 

with the difference, that whereas the Pontecagnano  lekane and scodelle have double horizontal wavy bands 

bordered below by three horizontal bands, the Francavilla fragments have a single wavy band bordered by a 

single band. The overall similarity in shape and decoration, especially the unique idea of applying concentric 

circles to native scodelle, in my view justifies the application of the Pontecagnano chronology to the 

Francavilla scodelle type 1. This date would place the scodelle type 1 as one of the first, if not the first 

production series of Oinotrian-Euboean pottery in the workshop at Francavilla Marittima. The contextual 

information from the excavation supports this. In context AC03.38 (see, schema 2 below), fragments from 

four Oinotrian-Euboean scodelle type 1 were found without being associated with any other Greek style 

pottery. The context is inside Building Vb on the conglomerate bedrock, which in itself shows that it belongs 

to the earliest phase of the building’s debris. In the excavation’s matrix the context belongs to Building Vb 

(labelled the ‘House of Weaving’), it contained matt-painted fragments decorated in Undulating Band 

Style149, also labyrinth loom weights and other weaving utilities 150.  

     The scodelle type 2 is not paralleled in the Pontecagnano necropolis and stylistically as well as contextual 

information indicates that it should be dated – slightly - later than the scodelle type 1. The, for scodelle type 

2, characteristic cross-hatched lozenges separated by vertical bars is not a motif limited to the Francavilla 

production, but is found on a broad selection of vessels from numerous sites especially in Etruria. The motif 
                                                 
147 Further examples are published in, Kleibrink & Sangineto1998, pl. 14, no. AC2292/1, pl. 22, nos. ACC1/6 & AC2813.2. 
148 Grave 224. Phase IIA: Pontecagnano II.1, p. 154 ff., Modesti & Gastaldi 1999, p. 64, fig. 16, no. 224.1.  Grave 3009. Phase IIA: 
Pontecagnano II.1, fig. H.2, tav. 17, Modesti & Gastaldi 1999, p. 63, fig. 17, no. 3009.4. Grave 3093.1. Phase IIB:  Modesti & 
Gastaldi 1999, p. 63, fig. 18, no. 3093.1. Grave 3006. Phase IIB. Pontecagnano II.1, fig. H.3, tav. 17, Modesti & Gastaldi 1999, p. 
68, fig. 20, no. 3006.1. 
149 & Kleibrink Barisi forthcoming  
150 Kleibrink forthcoming 
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clearly has its origin in Greek pottery and became very popular on Italo-Geometric pottery in the last quarter 

of the 8th and the beginning of the 7th century BC151. Within the Francavilla material the motif is also found 

on other Oinotrian-Euboean vessels shapes (e.g. cat. no. 44). Scodelle type 2 was absent from AC03.38 

which also indicates that there is a chronological difference between type 1 and 2 in the sense that type 1 was 

the first one to be produced. That there indeed is an overlap between type 1 and 2 can be deduced from finds 

of both types in context AC18.15 here the two types were found together with a skyphos type 2 (see schema 

2 below). The matt-painted material from the same context shows that the chronological range of the context 

is later that in AC03.38 because fragments decorated in the matt-painted Undulating Bands Style in this 

context now are accompanied by pottery decorated in the Cross-hatched Bands Style, which generally is a 

later step in the stylistic development of the local matt-painted styles.152 The thin layer of context AC18.13 

(see schema 1 above), which contained two LG fragments of respectively Corinthian and Euboean origin (cat 

nos. 8 & 16) covered context AC18.15. 

     The Corinthian fragment can, as argued above, be dated to the transition between LG and EPC, which 

gives a terminus ante quem of  c. 720 BC for the appearance of the scodelle type 2. The described lack of the 

type in the Pontecagnano graves could mean that the type developed after the end of Pontecagnano phase IIb 

(730 BC), which is likewise consistent with the appearance of the motif in Etruria. Based on these various 

chronological points of references, I suggest a date to c. 730-720 BC for the beginning of scodella type 2.     

Scodella type 3 does, as far as I know, not have parallels outside Francavilla Marittima. The throwing of the 

pot is better than on scodelle type 1 and 2 and of a harder fabric, which could indicate that this was a later 

development. A date to somewhere in the EPC period (720-690) is indicated from context AC04.18/3.13 (see 

schema 4) where a type 3 fragment was found together with a base from an EPC/MPCI kotyle.          

 

Lekane 

Only one variant can clearly be distinguished 

Lekane type 1(cat. no. 29) decorated with a horizontal wavy band at upper part and line at lip. Interior of rim 

is reserved with groups of dashes, rest of interior is monochrome. 

Fabric and paint is similar to scodelle type 1 and 2. The type has close parallels in Pithekoussian graves of 

the local LGII phase (725-700) 153 and I have adapted this date to the Francavilla produced lekane type 1. 

Cat. no. 29 was found in context AC04.18/3.13 (schema 4), which indicates a date in the period 720-690 BC.  

 

                                                 
151 Åkerström 1943, p. 91-94, Isler 1983, p. 46.  Canciani 1987, p. 12-13.  
152 Kleibrink and Fasanelli Maschi forthcoming.  
153 Lekane and scodelle with identical shape and decoration are found in the Pithekoussai graves dating to LGII/EPC. Pithecoussai I, 
T 309B, p. 367, no 4, tavl. 117, T 323, p. 376, no 4, tavl. 120. T 328, p. 385, no 4, tavl. 124, T 525, p. 523, no 2, tavl. 157. T 556, p. 
553, no 2, tavl. 166.   
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Skyphoi 

Based on the shape the skyphoi may be divided in to the following three variants.  

Skyphos type 1. Skyphoi with high offset rim.  (cat. no. 30). Decorated in the “Wavy Band Style”. 

Horizontal bands and panel with wavy bands. The decorative composition is not completely uniform. The 

type also exist in a wheel thrown matt-painted version (cat. no. 31).  

 

Skyphos type 2a. Skyphoi with medium high offset rim. Decorated in the “Wavy Band Style”. 

(Cat. no. 32). Horizontal wavy band and one or two horizontal bands at rim. Line at lip. Interior part of rim is 

reserved with groups of dashes. Rest of interior is monochrome.  

  

Skyphos type 2b. Skyphoi with medium high offset rim and chevron like decoration 

(Cat. nos. 33 & 34). This type 2 skyphos imitates the MGII Greek chevron skyphoi. Some are true to the 

Greek originals others are more distant.   

  

Skyphos type 3. Skyphoi/Proto-kotylai with short offset 154. Decorated in the “Wavy Band Style” 

( Cat. no. 35 & 36 ) Horizontal wavy band flanked by vertical bars. Two horizontal bands at rim and line at 

lip. Interior part of rim is reserved with groups of dashes. Rest of interior is monochrome.  A matt-painted 

version of this type exists. It is reserved on the interior except for groups of dashes on interior part of rim 

(cat. no. 37).   

 

All three types of skyphoi follow the overall decoration trend of the Oinotrian-Euboean pottery in Francavilla 

by being decorated with horizontal wavy band. On type 1 and 2 the wavy band is flanked by vertical bars. 

The preserved fragments belonging to type 2 skyphoi do not reveal whether bars flanked the wavy band on 

this type also but it seems reasonable to assume that they were. The development in shape towards a smaller 

lip is similar to what is seen in the Greek skyphoi during the Geometric period. 

     Contextual information from the excavation indicates that skyphos type 1 should be dated the earliest; In 

context AC18.04/AC18.09 the semi complete type 1 skyphos cat. no 31 was found in association with  

fragments of a matt-painted type 1 scodella and fragments of traditional matt-painted vessels decorated in the 

Undulating Band Style (see schema 5 below). The associated pottery seems to support a contemporary 

contextual date with AC03.38 (780-730 BC, schema 2).  The skyphos type 2b  with chevron like decoration 

has parallels among similar productions in Campania. Here the MGII chevron skyphos continued to be 

produced in local versions in the second half of the 8th century BC (see chapter 1.5.3 ). Contextual 

information obtained in the excavation seems to show that the type appeared some time in the third quarter 

                                                 
154 I will from here on use the definition proto-kotyle.  
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of the 8th century BC. A terminus ante quem to c. 720 BC can be deduced from the fact that fragments from 

several type 2 skyphoi, among those cat. no. 34 were found in context AC18.15 (see schema 3).   

     The Skyphoi type 2a. Skyphoi with medium high offset rim and wavy band decoration are both with regard 

to style and decoration closely related to Italo-Geometric skyphoi from Campania as well as Canale-

Janchina. These however, all have a horizontal wavy band, which goes from handle to handle. The general 

type may have been derived directly from a Greek Geometric prototype since similar cups are known from 

Delos and Athens155.  As mentioned above there is reason to believe that the type 2a skyphoi in Francavilla 

had vertical bars before the handles since that is the situation for type 1 and 3 skyphoi. Even if this was not 

the case, the Francavilla skyphoi would still be stylistic closely related to the cups in other parts of Italy. In 

Italy the type seems to have existed for quite some time. A parallel is found in grave 3009 at Pontecagnano, 

which belongs to the local phase IIa (780/770-750 BC)156 and a contemporary skyphos with same decoration 

is found in grave 92 at Capua157. A skyphos from grave 271 in the Sarno valley is almost identical to the 

Capua skyphos and should probably be dated in the same period158. In the last quarter of the 8th century BC 

the type is found in a grave 282 in the Sarno valley together with imitations of Thapsos skyphoi with out 

panels159. The Sarno grave should following be dated to the later part of the EPC period. For the skyphoi in 

Francavilla a date late in the EPC period is possible but the close correspondence in fabric, shape and paint 

between the skyphos type 2a with chevron like decoration and Skyphoi type 2b. Skyphoi with medium high 

offset rim and wavy band decoration makes me prefer a date no later than the 720 BC for the appearance of 

the type. The type 3 proto-kotyle stands at the end of the shape-development and is characterised by having 

only a short offset rim and is therefore parallel to the Greek proto-kotyle. The decoration of the Francavilla 

skyphoi is very homogenous and consists of the well known horizontal wavy band flanked by vertical bars. 

Groups of dashes are applied on a reserved band on the interior part of the rim and the rest is monochrome. 

The type is also found in a matt-painted version, which is reserved on the interior except for groups of 

vertical dashes at interior part of the rim. The decoration of the type is a continuation of that found on the 

previous type 1 and 2. I am not aware of any Italo-Geometric proto-kotylai outside the Sibaritide with the 

same decoration, which appears to have been ignored in favour of the Aetos 666 decoration schema, which 

was now applied to Italo-Geometric proto-kotylai and hemispheric kotylai in Campania and Ischia (see, 

chapter 1.5.4). In the Sibaritide the motif however lived on and as we shall see below the type was 

distributed to settlements outside Francavilla from were unfortunately no useful contextual information in 

regards to the date of the type is found. In Greek typology the proto-kotyle proceeds the skyphos just before 

the middle of the 8th  century BC it is therefore hard to date the Francavilla proto-kotylai to before ca 750 

BC. The contextual information from the excavation points towards a date in the third quarter of the 8th  

                                                 
155 Blackeway 1932-33, p. 176-177, Johannowsky 1967, p. 172. 
156 Modesti & Gastaldi 1999, p. 61, pl. 17. 
157 Johannowsky 1967, fig. 9. 
158 D´Agostino 1979, p. 64-65, fig 37.1 
159 D´Agostino 1979, p. 64, fig 36.4. Tomba 282. 
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century for the appearance of the type. Context AC18.15 contained fragments from the semi complete proto-

kotyle cat. no. 34, which provides a terminus ante quem at c. 720 for the appearance of the type.  

  

One-handle cups with horizontal wavy line and lines. 

 

(Cat. no 38).These one-handle cups are here grouped as a single type. Shape and number of horizontal lines 

can have some degree of variation but the overall decoration schema is the same. A matt-painted version of 

the type exists (cat. no 39).   

 

Type 1 One handle cups with horizontal wavy line and lines. 
 
The type is close to being a classic in Italo-Geometric pottery. There are two main variations where one is 

covered by horizontal lines at the lower part and the other is fully painted on the lower part. In Italy, the type 

is attested from the middle of the 8th century BC at e.g. Veii, Pontecagnano and Canale-Janchina and 

continued to be in production at least until the first half of the 7th century BC as shown from finds of the type 

from graves at Siris (c. 80 km north of Francavilla Marittima)160. An identical cup has also been found at 

Bisignano ( c. 40 south-west of Francavilla Marittima)161  The type might have been inspired by a Greek 

proto-type since similar vessels are known from Samos, Athens and Argos 162. The contextual information 

from the excavation does not indicate a specific date for the appearance of the type in Francavilla. Cat. no. 

38 was found in context AC03.14. This context predominantly contained local impasto and matt-painted 

pottery from the 8th  and early 7th century BC and some weaving utilities. The fabric of cat. no. 38 is similar 

to that of more well dated Italo-Geometric types like the skyphoi in Francavilla, which seem to indicate a 

date in the 8th century BC. However, a few Corinthian fragments from the middle of the 7th  century BC were 

also found in the context, a date somewhere in the first half of the 7th century can therefore not been ruled 

out.    

 

Individual fragments from skyphoi and bowls 

The following pieces have not been grouped according to type but deserves individual mentioning since 

Euboean proto-types are clearly recognisable in most of them.  

Cat. no. 40 is a rim fragment of a small bowl. The decoration of the body and especially that of the lip in 

“black on white style” (brown band with an applied light brown horizontal wavy line), is encountered on 

numerous Euboean LG skyphoi163 Cat. no. 41 is also a close imitation of a Euboean LG skyphos, decorated 

                                                 
160 Berlingò 1986, p. 125, tav. 24. 
161 Unpublished. I am in dept to Prof. Antonio La Marca, UNICAL, for bringing this piece to my attention.   
162 A detailed survey on the type in Greece and Italy is found in Mercuri 2004, p. 110 ff, with further references.  
163 Lefkandi I, pl.37, nos 13 & 16, pl. 60, nos. 14 & 16, Boardman 1952, pl I.B (Eretria). 
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with cross-hatched lozenges and vertical wavy lines164. Finally, two fragments, of which cat. no. 43 is 

included here, are clearly imitating the Corinthian Thapsos skyphos with panel indicating a date from LG to 

EPC.      

 

Larger closed and open vessels, 

The label covers a broad selection of fragments from larger vessels belonging to the Oinotrian-Euboean 

group.  

 
Type 1 Rounded closed vessels of bi-conical shape. 

This type is best represented by cat. no. 44. The shape is rounded with an offset inwards tappering neck. The 

main decoration consists of single cross-hatched lozenges separated by vertical wavy lines.  For the rest the 

vessel is decorated with horizontal and vertical bands. The shape appears to be uncommon in Greek 

Geometric pottery but does resemble some south Italian impasto vessels e.g. the “vaso biconico senza 

labbro”, found in Pontecagnano graves from phase IB to IIB165. It is interesting to note that this specific 

shape is not found among the Iron Age bi-conical vessel shapes from the Macchiabate graves or at the 

Timpone della Motta. The decoration on the other hand derives from Greece where cross-hatched lozenges 

separated by vertical bars are a common element in Late Geometric Euboean pottery.  

Cat. no. 44 was found in the context AC22A.15 (same as AC22A.11), which is helpful in the dating of the 

type, since in the same context fragments from a LG/EPC globular pyxis (cat. no. 112) was found together 

with a LG/EPC kyathos (cat. no. 9), indicating that the type was in production from ca 720 BC (see schema 

6). The same context also contained a broad collection of complete and semi complete matt-painted vessels 

decorated in fringe and hatched panel style as well as bi-chrome technique. Several of the matt-painted 

vessels clearly incorporate Greek geometric decorative elements such as the “Thapsos panel” with 

lozenges166.  

A large wheel made matt-painted fragment decorated with a combination of horizontal and vertical wavy 

lines can be ascribed to this type also (cat. no. 45 ).        

 

Type 2 Craters (?) with birds. 

A number of fragments from large open vessels (probably craters) are decorated with birds all drawn in the 

same way, which suggests that they were produced in the same workshop and maybe drawn by the same 

hand (cat. nos. 46, 47, 48, 49, 50 & 51). The birds have a highly stylised cross- hatched V-shaped wing that 

appears to grow out from just behind the neck. This type of wing is rather similar to those seen on LG 

                                                 
164 Compare with Lefkandi I, pl 36, no. 4. 
165 Pontecagnano II.1, p. 21, type 6B4. Compare fx with the vessel from grave 2145, fig. 142, no. 2. 
166 The context relates to building Vc. A detailed study on the context as well as the Greek and Matt-painted pottery from it is 
published in, Kleibrink 2006c. 
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Euboean pottery167. The body of the birds are drawn in a particular manner consisting of an upper and lower 

part with closely set diagonal lines separated with a horizontal reserved band. I have not been able to find 

any parallels to these specific birds. The appearance of large Italo-Geometric vessels decorated with birds in 

the Francavilla production series is very much in line with the general development in Italy during the 

second half of the 8th century BC. The production of large sized and figure-decorated vessels started, as 

described in Chapter 1, at Pithekoussai, after which it soon after spread to Campania and Etruria. Birds were 

a favourite motif and are among other places attested at Tarquinia and Pontecagnano168. Similar birds are 

likewise found on Italo-Geometric pottery from Canale-Janchina169. The dating indications for type 2 craters 

are very general. Parallel birds appear on larger Italo-Geometric vessels throughout the second half of the 8th  

century BC and it is therefore natural to assume that the Francavilla craters fall within the same period, but it 

is not possible to date them more precisely on stylistic grounds. Cat. no. 51 was found in context AC19.04, 

which might date to the third quarter of the 8th. century BC since a Type 3 skyphos was found in the same 

context. (see schema 7). I have therefore dated the type to ca 730 - 700 BC.  

 

Individual fragments from larger closed and open Oinotrian-Euboean vessels. 

As before, a number of vessels cannot be grouped according to type. I shall here mention a few and comment 

further on their significance in chapter 8. Cat. no 52 is a semi complete vessel of bi-conical shape. The form 

is alien to Greek Geometric pottery but it was a favoured shape in Iron Age Italy. Also similar vessels 

decorated in matt-painted style, are found in the Macchiabate necropolis and on the Timpone della Motta170. 

The decoration is divided in an upper and lower zone. The lower is decorated with panels with hatched 

crosses and lozenges and the upper is covered by dot framed circles with central swastika. The motifs are 

highly euboeanizing and have detailed parallels in Euboean LG pottery171. The use of Euboean style 

decorations on large indigenous vessels is, as mentioned in Chapter 1, also seen in Etruria. Based on the style 

cat. no. 52 should be dated to the last quarter of the 8th century BC. Another fragment, probably from a 

crater, is decorated with “tree” or ray motifs with Greek letters in between (cat. no. 53). The letters are […] 

ΕΕΟΘ, which in itself does not give much clarity on the intended meaning. A generic compositional parallel 

is however found on a crater in grave 168 (LGII) in Pithekoussai172. Based on the clear Pithekoussian parallel 

it is reasonable to date cat. no. 53 to the last quarter of the 8th century BC. This date is also confirmed by the 

contextual information since a fragment from cat. no. 53 was found in the same context (AC16A.8) as an 

EPC-MPCII kotyle fragment. Apart from that, the context only contained a few finds of impasto and a matt-

painted Fringe Style fragment. There was no later interference in the layer. The rim fragment cat. no. 54 is 
                                                 
167 Boardman 1998, fig. 79, Lefkandi I, pl. 39, no. 33.  
168 La Rocca 1974-75, fig. 6. 
169 Orsi 1926, Tav XV, no 2 & Tav. XVI, no 10. 
170 Fx, Zancani Montuoro 1980-82, Tav. XXIX (grave T17), XXXIII (grave T20), LXX (grave T40), Kleibrink 2006a, p. 99, fig 
33.11, from iron age hut at plateau 1,  Kleibrink 1996, p. 201, no. 3.36, from the Athenaion.  
171 Lefkandi 1, pl. 47, no. 132, pl. 48, no. 157, Boardman 1952, pl. 1A, from Eretria 
172  Pithekoussai I,  p. 216-217, tavl. 67. 
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the only fragment, which can be securely attributed to a crater. The central motif is a hatched meander 

flanked by vertical bars. The motifs and composition have clear parallels in Greek Geometric pottery where 

similar decoration is found on craters dating to the MGII period and onwards. The fragment is best compared 

to Greek parallels dating to the last quarter of the 8th century BC and I have therefore tentatively applied this 

date to cat. no. 54. 173.  

 

Individual fragments from larger closed and open matt-painted Oinotrian-Euboean vessels. 

 

The group includes fragments from a number of almost monumental sized vessels. Most recognisable as a 

Greek inspired production is a stand, probably from a crater (FIGURE 1). The sides of the stand are 

decorated with a central frieze depicting grassing horses, which under the bellies have a motif consisting of a 

triangle with a box on top. Wavy lines have been applied to the area above and below the horse frieze. The 

decorative style of the crater is related the Cesnola painter and more specifically to the Cesnola inspired 

workshops operating at Pithekoussai since the “triangle and box” motif so-far is only known from fragments 

found at Ischia (see chapter 1). Two wall fragments might belong to the crater, which was on top of the stand 

(cat. no. 55). Remains of triangular motifs and a cross hatched meander can be seen together with groups of 

vertical wavy lines.  

Finally, a number of “tripod legs” have been found. It is difficult to imagine the shape of the vessels to which 

they belong since only legs are preserved but judging from the dimensions of some fragments the vessels 

must have been rather sizable. (cat. no. 56) represent the type174. A wheel made cylinder has been cut open so 

that only three legs remain. These are decorated with horizontal wavy lines. On one fragment, a horizontal 

wavy line is preserved at the upper part. I have not been able to find any specific parallels to the tripod legs. 

Open sided stands are normal on larger LG Greek vessels but these usually have very concave sides. The 

tripods from Francavilla, on the other hand, are almost completely vertical. A fragment from (cat. no. 56 ) 

was found in context AC19.04. As argued above this context probably belongs to the third quarter of the 8th   

century BC indicating a terminus ante quem to 725 BC. The specific date does however remain unsure for 

the time being. A last matt-painted fragment, which shall be included here is a rim fragment with broad grip 

handle through which four vertical holes have been made (cat. no. 57). The function of this piece is 

intriguing. Though being polished, the exterior is irregular and left undecorated. The interior wall on the 

other hand has received a careful finish. Detailed decoration consisting of alternating groups of horizontal 

and vertical wavy lines are found on the top of the handle, which suggests that only this part of the vessels 

would have been directly visible. The little attention on the exterior might suggest that the vessel was placed 

inside a larger vessel supposedly in order to keep the contents of the vessel either cold or warm ? The vertical 

                                                 
173 A “loose” stylistic parallel to C2057 is a LG “Parian” crater from Delos, Delos XV, p. XIX, 1.  
174 A fragment from cat.no. 56 is published in, Kleibrink & Sangineto 1998, p. 36, pl. 23, dated to 725-650 BC 
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holes penetrating the handle would have been used to fasten an equally holed lid on top or some other type of 

cover175.  

 

 

4.3 Distribution of Oinotrian-Euboean pottery outside the sanctuary.  

The vessels in the following are listed in schema 8. A few vessels from the Macchiabate and plateau 1 

should, in my opinion, be included in the group of Oinotrian-Euboean productions from Francavilla 

Marittima. The following are here suggested: A proto-kotyle from grave CR1 in the Macchiabate necropolis 

was originally published as a local vessel by Zancani Montuoro (FIGURE 2)176. Dehl later recognised the 

Greek shape and referred to it as a Corinthian proto-kotyle177. The clay is however not Corinthian since it 

contains frequent mica particles. In the light of the frequent finds of Oinotrian-Euboean proto kotylai in the 

Athenaion it would be reasonable to suggest that the cup from CR1 is an Oinotrian-Euboean vessel. Another 

,probable, Oinotrian-Euboean vessel is found in the 8th century grave T36 (FIGURE 3)178. The vessel is 

wheel thrown and has a flask like shape with a handle from shoulder to just under the mouth. The shoulder is 

decorated with groups of vertical wavy lines and the neck with a horizontal wavy line. The shape is not 

found at the Athenaion but I have had the possibility to examine the vessel and the fabric corresponds well to 

that of the Oinotrian-Euboean pottery from the excavation. Also, Oinotrian-Euboean fragments were 

excavated from an Oinotrian hut at plateau I. The fragments are badly preserved and slightly secondary 

burned but can be reconstructed to parts of two oinochoai (FIGURE 4)179. The first one is of a broad straight 

neck and part of the shoulder. It is decorated with a central horizontal band consisting of chevrons in the 

middle and flanked by vertical bars. The neck and shoulder are decorated with horizontal lines. The type has 

parallels in Campania and especially in Pithekoussian graves dating to LGI/LGII180.  The second oinochoe is 

of a rounded shape with narrow neck and threefoil mouth. It is decorated with hastily applied horizontal lines 

of various thickness. This type of oinochoe, likewise has parallels in Pithecoussian graves181. The clay of 

both oinochoai conforms to the Oinotrian-Euboean pottery from the Athenaion. Apart from these fragments, 

the hut exclusively contained indigenous material such as, dolia, semi complete impasto and matt-painted 

vessels decorated in a tenda, Fringe Style and miniature style dating to the later part of the second half of the 

8th century BC. as well as a group of weaving utilities182. 

                                                 
175 A matt painted fragments with a similar handle is published in, Kleibrink & Sangineto 1998, p. 37, pl. 23, no. 2765.1. 
176 Zancani Montuoro 1977-79, p. 29, no. 1 (“ciotola biansata” ), fig 10, Tav. XVIa. The vessel is published it as local, although with 
the note, that the shape was unfamiliar in the local shape repertoire.  
177 Dehl 1984, p. 206 
178 Zancani Montuoro recognised the vessel as local but did not comment further on it. Zancani Montuoro 1982-80, p. 100, fig. 36.      
179 Kleibrink 2006a, p. 106, fig. 33.20. 
180 Pithekoussai I, tav 94, grave 235, no. 1 (LGI), tav. 116, grave 309A, no. 1 (LGII) 
181 Ibid. e.g. tav. 92, grave 212, no. 1 (LGI), tavl. 217, grave 217, no. 1 (LGI) 
182 Kleibrink 2006a, p. 79-110. The fragments are published as Pithekoussian or Greek ( fig. 33.20), with a question mark). When the 
publication was submitted by Kleibrink (2003) it appeared as the most plausible. However with the new information on Oinotrian-
Euboean pottery in Francavilla the fragments can convincingly be attributed as local productions.    
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     Returning to the Euboean MG chevron skyphos from Torre Mordillo (FIGURE 5). This cup has always 

had a somewhat uneasy position, because it appeared to be a lonely flag in the Sibaritide where no other MG 

Euboean pottery has come to light (until now). If assumed that it actually is an Euboean skyphos its presence 

in Torre Mordillo could find a convincing explanation in the existence of a trade contact between Francavilla 

Marittima and the Pontecagnano area since such cups are found in the Pontecagnano graves183. However, I 

doubt that the skyphos is Euboean. This becomes evident when the decoration is studied; The skyphos has a 

horizontal wavy line flanked by vertical bars in the handle zone. Above that, there are two horizontal lines 

and a second wavy line just under the rim. The skyphos’ interior is fully painted except for a reserved band 

with vertical dashes at the upper part of the interior. This decoration is, to the best of my knowledge, not 

found on any Greek Geometric skyphoi.  Klaus Kilian published a drawing of the vessel in 1970 and 

described it as “Grossgriechische Imitation einer protokorinthischen Schale”, hence not Greek184. The Torre 

Mordillo skyphos is however not unparalleled. Two joining rim fragments from a matt-painted Oinotrian-

Euboean Skyphos type 1 found in the excavation and described above as cat. no. 31 are stylistically closely 

related to the Torre Mordillo skyphos. The two fragments are from a skyphos decorated with a horizontal 

wavy line in the handle zone with two lines above. Under the rim there is a second horizontal wavy line 

flanked by vertical bars. The skyphos is reserved on the interior except for groups of vertical dashes and a 

horizontal band just under the rim. The parallel is not precisely identical. The sequence of the decoration is 

reversed with the Francavilla specimen, but the decorative elements and their application along with the 

skyphos shape are the same. On this basis, it appears likely that the Torre Mordillo skyphos belongs to the 

Oinotrian-Euboean Francavilla productions, rather than being an unparalleled Greek MG skyphos185. Yet 

another piece that I like to introduce is an unpublished and overlooked rim and handle fragment exhibited in 

the Museo Archeologico Statale “Vincenzo Laviola” (Amendolara). The fragment is wrongly labelled as 

matt-painted but is in fact similar to the above described Oinotrian-Euboean Skyphos type 3. The lower part 

of the exterior wall is painted and there are two horizontal lines under the rim and a broad band on the back 

of the handle. The fragment is painted on the interior except for a reserved band at upper part. A group of 

seven vertical dashes has been applied just under the lip. The paint is dark brown on the exterior and reddish 

brown on the interior. As far as can be judged visually, the clay contains mica as well as calcareous and 

black particles186. The provenance of this particular find is interesting. It is reported to be a stray find from 

the 8th century BC. settlement at S. Cavalcatore, where it was collected by dott. Vincenzo Laviola, together 

with a number of matt-painted fragments and a complete loom weight as well as a fragment of one, both 

                                                 
183 As late as 2006 the position of the skyphos was again confirmed by the statement:  ”..uno skyphos medio-geometrico con 
decorazione à chevrons : si tratta della più antica importazione greca restituita dalla Calabria..”, Ferranti & Quondam 2006, p. 592.  
184 Kilian 1970, p. 260. 
185 My conclusion is along based on the similarities in decoration and shape. I have not personally seen the actual skyphos from Torre 
Mordillo, nor have I been able to find any published comments on the clay colour and inclusions.   
186 The fragment is found on the top shell in ”Vetrina 3” no 7, where it is placed together with a group of matt-painted fragments. A 
few of the matt-painted fragments are published in the museum catalogue, La Torre, p. 6, fig 7 and in La Viola 1989, p. 23, fig 16 & 
17. 
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incised with a geometric decoration similar to that found on loom weights at Francavilla Marittima. In the 

indigenous necropolis at Roggiano Gravina an “Italo-Geometric” one-handled cup decorated with vertical 

wavy lines was found in grave 1 (FIGURE 6)187.The decoration of the cup does not have a direct parallel 

among the Timpone della Motta material. However, in the light of the existence of a production centre at 

Francavilla (as argued below) it does seem credible that the cup came from here. The same might be the case 

for some recently excavated fragments belonging to the 8th century BC. phase at the settlement of Broglio di 

Trebisacce. This well excavated site is foremost known for its Bronze Age settlement excavated under the 

direction of Renato Peroni. The excavations have yielded some 8th century BC. pottery over the years of 

excavation but corresponding 8th  century BC. structures were not located until an Iron Age hut was 

discovered in 2005. The exploration of this interesting structure continues in 2006. Renato Peroni and 

Alessandro Vanzetti have kindly brought to my attention that two “Greek style” fragments have been 

excavated from the hut. Both fragments are wall fragments decorated with concentric circles and probably 

belong to two different closed vessels 188. Finally, two rim fragments from Incoronata “indigena” might also 

have been produced in Francavilla Marittima ( Figure 7 ). The two fragments are from skyphoi with offset 

rim, here labelled A and B189. Fragment A is a rim fragment with preserved handle. The lower part of the 

exterior wall is painted. Above that there is a single horizontal band followed by a group of vertical bars. 

Two horizontal lines are visible under the rim. The handle is decorated with vertical dashes. The shape and 

decoration of fragment A is close to that of skyphos type 3. Fragment B is decorated with a central motif 

consisting of triple hatched lozenges flanked by vertical bars. Two horizontal lines are visible under the rim. 

The shape belongs to skyphos type 3. The central motif is however not found on the skyphoi from Francavilla 

but a matt-painted crater fragment from the Timpone della Motta is decorated with a similar lozenge 

(FIGURE 7a ). The motif clearly arrives from LG Euboean pottery190.  

 

 
4.4. General observations on the Oinotrian – Euboean  pottery 

 

It has been clear for some time that Greek imports reached the indigenous groups in the Sibaritide in the 

period prior to the foundation of Sybaris (Chapter 2). The recent excavations at the Timpone della Motta 

have increased this material and added a new group of Euboean Geometric pottery to the archaeological 

record. The MGII skyphos is especially interesting since the find indicates that the Sibaritide at least in a 

material record was part of the early Euboean activities, which is normally thought to have been limited to 

the Tyrrhenian area where it is attested at places like Pontecagnano, Capua and Veii. Not long after the 
                                                 
187 Carrara & Guzzo 1981, p. 448, no. 15. 
188 The two fragments were shown to me during a meeting in Broglio 11. September 2006.   
189 Lattanzi 1980, Tav. LXVI, photo at the bottom, “coppe di tipo tardo-geometrico”. Fragment A: to the left, Fragment B: to the 
right.   
190 An identical motif is found on a fragment from an Euboean crater from Naxos, Sicily, Pelagatti 1982, fig 2. A slightly more 
distant parallel is found on a fragment from Lefkandi, Lefkandi I, pl. 52, no 233.    
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arrival of the MGII skyphos Oinotrian-Euboean pottery was produced in the Sibaritide where the vast 

majority of the material is found at the Timpone della Motta in connection to building Vb and Vc. Elsewhere 

this type of Oinotrian-Euboean pottery is attested at Torre Mordillo, Amendolara and further north at 

Incoronata. The majority of the material are skyphoi and scodelle decorated with horizontal wavy bands  

sometimes flanked by bars. One-handled cups decorated in the same manner probably also belong to these 

early productions. The presence of the matt-painted type 1 scodelle shows that the Matt-painted Oinotrian-

Euboean productions are contemporary with the first Oinotrian-Euboean production. Before the last quarter 

of the 8th century BC. the production of Oinotrian-Euboean pottery developed into a more ambitious state 

expressed by a complex decoration scheme and large shapes such as craters. The same development can be 

traced in the Oinotrian-Euboean matt-painted versions. The Oinotrian-Euboean pottery can, as illustrated 

above, from early on be grouped in a sequence which has much in common with Italo-Geometric pottery in 

Campania and Etruria. An additional number of very specific parallels to pottery found in the Tyrrhenian 

area shows that the Oinotrian-Euboean pottery of the Sibaritide is stylistically close connected to especially 

Ischia and Pontecagnano. The established sequence of the Francavilla material shows that Greek looking  

pottery had an appeal to the indigenous society both as new shapes and as a style on traditional indigenous 

shapes.  

 

4.5. Greek potters in the Sibaritide I.  Evaluation on technical and stylistic evidence and the circulation of 

potters craft. 

 

The arrival of Greek pottery in the Sibaritide together with the observation that it quickly resulted in a local 

Oinotrian-Euboean production brings forward the question if an actual presence of Greek people is to be 

suspected behind the development ?. In this and the following paragraph the question will be evaluated first 

by focusing on technical and stylistic evidence and later comparing the “concept” of the Oinotrian-Euboean 

production with our general archaeological understanding of indigenous handmade pottery production. From 

a technical perspective, much seems to speak in favour of a direct presence of Greek potters in Francavilla 

Marittima from before the middle of the 8th century BC. and onwards. The technical and stylistic 

characteristics of the Oinotrian-Euboean production reflect a direct arrival of Greek potters or potters from a 

Greek dominated environment such as Ischia. This is most evident in the arrival of the fast spinning potters` 

wheel, which was used in the local production. In the Sibaritide traditional contemporary matt-painted 

shapes were manufactured by hand, first by modelling clay rings and then by polishing the surface of the 

vessel, a technique that continued throughout the 8th century BC. On that background, it is evident that the 

sudden appearance in Francavilla of the potters` wheel just before the middle of the 8th century BC (solely in 

combination with Oinotrian-Euboean pottery) does reflect a technical input from outside.  
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The same is the case for the use of the black and white style and the application of shiny paint on interior and 

exterior surfaces. The occurrence of some of the more complex elements of decorations likewise points 

towards a specific Greek presence. An illustrative example of the latter is the concentric circles made with a 

multiplied brush. Furthermore, different stylistic issues point towards Greek hands closely related to those 

known from Ischia, Campania and Etruria. This is very evident in the case of the series of crater fragments 

decorated with birds (cat. nos. 46-51) and the mentioned crater foot decorated with horses in the Cesnola 

style which under their bellies have a strange triangular motif with a box on top (FIGURE 1). As described 

earlier the peculiar motif is only found at Pithekoussai (chapter 1). A further specific stylistic and epigraphic 

reference to Ischia is the crater fragment with a Greek inscription in combination with triangular motifs (cat. 

no. 53). A similarly arrangement is as mentioned found on a crater from Pithekoussai grave 168.  

 

In the case of the Italo-Geometric pottery from Canale Ianchina, Laurence Mercuri has recently suggested 

that Greek decoration and manufacturing know-how were transmitted from Campania to Locri191. The 

principals of Mercuri theory can, in my opinion, also be applied to the situation in the Sibaritide although the 

evidence from the GIA excavation shows that development in style and shape, here was more rapid and more 

in touch with contemporary productions in Campania and on Ischia. In partial contrast to the stylistic 

expression of the Canale Ianchina material, the Oinotrian-Euboean pottery of the Sibaritide is stylistic 

closely related to the Italo-Geometric productions in Campania, Etruria and especially those at Ischia. It is 

difficult to imagine this coherency between the two areas without a certain circulation of experienced work 

craft and ideas. It is furthermore relevant to point out that in addition to the shared traits in pottery 

production the archaeological record of the Sibaritide distinguish itself from that of Canale Ianchina, by 

having other points of direct connection to especially Ischia which goes beyond the Oinotrian-Euboean 

group. The lyre player scarab from the Macchiabate necropolis is obviously a good example which points 

towards Ischia. In the Pithekoussai necropolis there is on the other hand at least one find, which indicate 

travelling people between the two areas. I am here thinking of the matt-painted askos in grave 325 decorated 

(although poorly) in the so-called Fringe or Cratis style. This style is limited to the matt-painted productions 

of the Sibaritide in the last decades of the 8th century BC and the exceptional single encounter of a specimen 

at Ischia is probably best interpreted as the property of an individual who came from the Sibaritide192. The 

ritual use of the askos points in the same direction since it was found in a children grave. In the Macchiabate 

necropolis at Francavilla Marittima askoi were predominantly found in children’s graves (see, Schema 9 ). 

The reception of the askos in grave 325 at Pithekoussai is therefore in line with that observed in Francavilla. 

Furthermore, F. Lo Schiavo has pointed out that a number of fibulae in Macchiabate graves, dating to the 

decades around 700 BC, are similar to those found at Pithekoussai.193   

                                                 
191 Mercuri 2004. 
192 Pithecoussai I, p. 380, no. 4, tav. CCVII. 
193 Lo Schiavo 1980-82, p. 135-137, nos. 12-15, Lo Schiavo 1983-84, pp. 150, 153.  
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In the light of the various information presented above, there therefore seems to be positive ground to 

suggest that Greek potters were producing or in other ways involved in pottery production in Francavilla 

Marittima from before the middle of the 8th century BC until maybe as late as the beginning of the 7th  

century BC.  

 
4.6 Greek potters in the Sibaritide II . Observations on the concept of Oinotrian-Euboean and traditional 
Oinotrian pottery. 
 

In this thesis the term Oinotrian-Euboean has been applied to the presented group in stead of the normal and 

more general label: Italo-Geometric. It should however be stressed ones more that the chosen term only 

relate to the place of manufacture. 

The Oinotrian-Euboean group can not be identified as a specific Oinotrian phenomenon, since it does not 

express general isolated local stylistic characteristics. From its appearance around second quarter of the 8th 

century  BC, until its transformation in the beginning of the 7th century BC, the production was strongly 

connected to Campania, Ischia and Etruria and stylistic and typological changes where generated from there 

and does following not seem to have depended on local dynamics. In fact, it is remarkable to note, how the 

Oinotrian-Euboean production series remained immune to stylistic influences from the traditional handmade 

matt-painted pottery. 

  

Indigenous orientation is reflected in the fact that euboanizing decoration was applied to shapes, which are 

clearly recognisable as indigenous such as e.g. bowls and bi-conical vessels. This phenomenon was however 

not isolated to the Sibaritide but, as described in chapter 1, a regular occurring feature in Etruria and 

Campania, which in these cases seems to reflect the preference of Greek style decoration together with a 

contemporary hesitation to replace indigenous tradition bound vessels with new ones. From the potters` point 

of view the application of Greek style decoration to indigenous vessel shapes seems reflect a degree of 

understanding for local tradition and preference. In that, the production of Greek Euboean pottery present a 

parallel case, which has lately been highlighted by John Boardman. On Cyprus and along the Levantine coast 

imported Euboean plates decorated with pendant semicircles are found. The decoration itself is in line with 

mainstream Euboean pottery but the shape of the plates copy a Cypriot type. Boardman interprets the 

situation as “ a clear case of production to satisfy a particular market in Cyprus which had taken note of 

Euboean sub-Protogeometric decoration and fancied it enough to use it ”194. This interpretation might also 

be extended to the phenomenon of Greek decoration on native pots in Etruria, Campania and also Francavilla 

Marittima. Thus, in a south Italian cultural context the strict perception of “marketing and targeting” might 

be less persisting since the potters where producing with in the indigenous societies and might very well 

                                                 
194 Boardman 2004, p. 150. 
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have been working for indigenous masters, who directly could have expressed desires for the specific 

products they wanted (chapter 1).   

 

Above, I have referred to wheel made matt-painted version of Oinotrian-Euboean pottery without giving a 

further definition of the applied term beyond the statement, that it only relates to its external appearance.  

I shall here address the issue of definition further. First off all, the term “version” is in this thesis deliberately 

used instead of “imitation”. This is done because, it is difficult to associated the word “imitation” with our 

understanding of South Italian matt-painted pottery. It is widely believed that the traditional South Italian 

matt-painted pottery developed out of the Italo-Mycenaean productions through adapting technical and 

stylistic features. After a slow and gradual development, the so-called proto-geometric period developed into 

the early geometric period some time before the end of the 9th century BC. From thereon the matt painted 

pottery obtained its own characteristics and during the 8th century BC, the matt-painted workshops adapted 

an increasing number of foreign Greek motifs and incorporated them as ornamental elements in the 

continuing stylistic development of local native and regional style195. The influence from Greek pottery on 

the native style was limited to this transfer of Greek ornaments into native style arrangements on native 

shapes.  

Native potters did, as fare as it is known, never go to the extend of imitating shapes and complete decoration 

set ups from Greek or Italo-Geometric pottery productions, Neither did they adapt the fast spinning potter`s 

wheel. The matt-painted versions of Oinotrian-Euboean pottery do however do just that in both respect to 

shape, decoration and wheeling. These vessels therefore falls completely outside the normal archaeological 

concept for matt-painted ware. That does however not change fact that it looks matt-painted, which might 

have been the potters` point in order to fulfil a certain request or desire from the intended users of the vessels 

in the same way as Greek decoration was applied to native pots.  

          

The Oinotrian-Euboean pottery, including its matt-painted versions, reflects, as said, a strong resistance  

towards adapting style from the traditional matt-painted vessels. The traditional matt-painted pottery did 

however, as just described, frequently absorb foreign style impulses but it was through the incorporation of 

motifs into otherwise indigenous decoration patterns. This was first pointed out in the Salento area (as 

described in chapter 2) and the publication of matt-painted pottery from Incoronata has recently presented a 

material, which clearly illustrates that local potters also here where frequently applying Greek LG motifs of 

Corinthian and East-Greek origin, of which some were rather complex, on to native vessels196. A recent 

publication by Marianne Kleibrink likewise illustrates that the indigenous potters in Francavilla Marittima, 

during the last decades of the 8th century BC, incorporated Greek motifs, such as Thapsos panels, into their 

                                                 
195 Yntema 1990, p. 23 ff. 
196 Castoldi 2006. 
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decorative patterns but the process towards “greekness” did not go beyond that point 197. Marianne Kleibrink 

has viewed the data on the Oinotrian-Euboean pottery presented in this thesis and has informed me that she 

suspects that also motifs from the Oinotrian-Euboean pottery was incorporated in or served as inspirations 

for certain indigenous matt-painted style, among those the so-called Undulating Band Style198.   

 

4.6.1 Who was behind the potters wheel ? 

The presence in Francavilla Marittima of respectively locally made Oinotrian-Euboean and indigenous 

handmade matt-painted pottery has in this chapter provided a unique possibility for attempting an 

understanding of the cultural mechanisms behind the Oinotrian-Euboean pottery in Francavilla Marittima in 

specific and Italo-Geometric pottery in general. This is because the Oinotrian-Euboean pottery in Francavilla 

Marittima can be compared with a local indigenous tradition in the field of painted pottery. 

 

In chapter 1, Blakeway`s division of Italo-Geometric pottery was reproduced and it was claimed that the 

division reflects and unbalanced identification of Greek and indigenous influence caused by an inequality in 

reference material. Meaning the lack of a local indigenous tradition in the field up painted pottery. In 

Francavilla Marittima the situation is different because the existence of a tradition of hand made matt-painted 

vessels provides a possibility to see what the indigenous production of painted pottery actually looked like 

and compare it with the Oinotrian-Euboean pottery.  

Such a comparison was conducted above, which showed that the concept of Oinotrian-Euboean and hand 

made matt-painted pottery are different in almost every aspect including potters` technique, decoration and 

source of development. This strongly indicates that Greek individuals were active in the production in 

Francavilla Marittima.     

                                                            
 
4.7. Summery and an outline of Pre-Sybaris connections in the light of new evidence.   
 
The argued circulation of potters and people between the Sibaritide and Campania/Ischia is likely to have 

caused some circulation of Greek pottery also. The MGII black cup can convincingly be related to this 

connection since similar cups on Italian soil only occur in the Pontecagnano graves. The remaining pre-

Sybaris Greek pottery could also have arrived as an outcome of this connection. It is however relevant to 

point out that the black cup (cat. no. 14) together with Cat. no 3 and Cat. no. 13 are the only finds of pottery, 

which securely dates to the period before 750 BC. The remaining imported fragment are Late Geometric and, 

as have been illustrated above, the majority of these date to the transition between LG and EPC. 

  

                                                 
197 Kleibrink 2006c. 
198 For the undulating band style cf., Kleibrink & Barresi forthcoming.   
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It can, at the same time, be observed that there are significantly more bronze finds which seem to have been 

imported or transported into the Sibaritide. The bronze bowl from the Strada grave at the Macchiabate 

necropolis has been described in Chapter 2 and to that can be added two bronze birds from the Timpone della 

Motta, which have close parallels in similar finds in Olympia199. Also, J. Papadopoulos has published a 

number of other objects from the Bern/Getty material with parallels especially in Etruria and Greece200. 

Other probably imported bronze finds have come to light in the sanctuary at Cozzo Michelicchio, where they 

are likely to relate to pre-Sybaris religious activities at the site201.  

 

4.7.1. Phoenicians 

The quantitative difference between the relative frequent bronze imports and the single Euboean black cup  

indicate that the two material groups did not travel together. The latter statement is in accordance with recent 

observations made by A. J. Nijboer on Levantine imports in graves at the Macchiabate necropolis. Nijboer 

convincingly argues that the bronze bowl from the Tomba della Strada together with Levantine imports from 

other graves (all of which did not contain Greek ceramics) where the result of contact between Phoenicians 

and the indigenous elite, which in some cases clearly seems to have pre-dated any Greek presence202. The 

MGII black cup as well as the Oinotrian-Euboean pottery presented in this thesis, does however, narrow the 

chronological gab between Phoenicians and Greek activity in the Sibaritide some what.  

However, the occurrence of Levantine products in aristocratic Oinotrian graves does, when compared with 

the absence of Greek pottery in Macchiabate graves prior to ca 730 BC, strongly indicate that Phoenician-

indigenous contact where on a higher social level than Greek-indigenous contacts.  

 

Phoenicians are rightly known to have transported Greek pottery (chapter 1). The possibility does however 

seem unlikely in the case of the MGII fragments from the Timpone della Motta. While, Greek presence may 

be debated in other places, the presented Oinotrian-Euboean material clearly underline that there were Greek 

individuals in the Sibaritide. It following seems justified to related the Greek pottery to them. This 

observation is also supported by the general absence of Greek ceramics in Macchiabate graves containing 

Levantine goods. 

  

4.7.2. Euboeans  

The overall situation in the Sibaritide appears to be in line with another recent study conducted by L. Mercuri 

on the graves in Canale-Janchina and already referred to several times in this thesis. The study concluded 

that Phoenician as well as Euboean presence is reflected in the archaeological material from Canale-

                                                 
199 Kleibrink 2006a, p. 122, fig. 38b. 
200 Papadopoulos 2003a, e.g. no. 173-175. 
201 Pace 2001. On the general interpretation of the religious activities at Cozzo Micheliccio see now, Pace 2005.  
202 Nijboer 2006. 
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Janchina. As in the Sibaritide the Phoenician contact is deduced from the finds of Levantine imports and the 

Euboean presence is reflected through a highly Euboerizing local based pottery production. Mercuri agues 

that Euboeans were living within the indigenous settlements in the area of Locri and that they were involved 

in the local based Italo-Geometric production203. 

             

The here presented positive evidence for a connection to Campania does however not exclude the possibility 

that Greek pottery also could have arrived in the Sibaritide through other connections. This especially in the 

case of the two MGII Corinthian fragments which might have arrived from the “Corinthian circuit” This 

question will be considered in the following chapters.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
203 Mercuri 2004, pp. 197-202 
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Data schemas for chapter 4 

 

Below the key contexts referred to in chapter 4 have been organised in schemas listing the various material 

groups. The column “Chronology” relates to the chronological range of the archaeological material found in 

the context.      

 

Schema 2 

Chronology Oinotrian-Euboean 

Matt-painted 
Oinotrian-
Euboean 

Matt-painted 
hand made Greek Others 

Building 
Vb 
 VIII 
sec.a.C 
 
 
 
 

Cat.no.20. Scodella type 1 
AC03.38/70/1g Scodella type 1 
AC03.38/73 Scodella type 1 
AC03.38/63 Scodella type 1 
AC03.38/95/1g Scodella wall. 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
   

Frequent weaving 
utilities.  
Complete impasto 
vessels 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Schema 3 

Chronology Oinotrian-Euboean 

Matt-painted 
Oinotrian-
Euboean 

Matt-painted 
hand made Greek Others 

Building 
Vb-early 
Vc  
VIII sec. a. 
C. 
 

Cat.no.34 skyphos type 2 
AC18.15/194 Rounded closed vessels; 
AC18.15/1L Skyphos type 2 shape;  
AC18-15.265 Scodella type 2 
Cat.no. 21 Scodella type 1 
 

Cat.no.37. 
Skyphos type 3 
 
 
 
 

 Very frequent 
finds of 
Undulating 
bands  style and 
Cross- hatched 
bands Style     

 

 

Schema 4 

Chronology Oinotrian-Euboean 
Matt-painted 
Oinotrian-Euboean

Matt-painted 
hand made Greek Others 

 
Building Vc 
Ash layer 
on yellow 
floor. 
VIII sec. 
a.C 
 
  

AC03.13/1g Scodella wall 
AC03.13/101g Open vessel wall  
AC03.13/1G Open vessel 
AC03.13/2g Lekane  
AC03.13/102g Wall fragment 
AC03.13/3 Amphora handle ? 
AC03.13/103 Lekane.  
AC03.13/104 Oinochoe handle 
Cat.no.29 Lekane type 1  
AC04.18/101g Scodella wall frag.  
AC04.18/102g Scodella type 3     

Cat.no.16  
Euboean LG, 
open vessel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cat.no.155 
Cat.no.156 
Incoronata matt-
painted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 60

 

 

 

 

Schema 5 

Chronology Oinotrian-Euboean 
Matt-painted 
Oinotrian-Euboean

Matt-painted 
hand made Greek Others 

Building 
Vb 
Later part. 
Ash layer 
on yellow 
floor. 
VIII sec. a. 
C. 

AC18.04/51 Large open vessel;  
AC18.04/1g Open vessel;  
AC18.04/2g Closed vessel; 
AC18.04/3g Wall fragment of large 
vessel; 
 
 
 

AC.18.04/8  
Scodella type 1 
AC18.04/41 
Skyphos type 1 

 Undulating 
Band Style       

 

 

Schema 6 

Chronology Oinotrian-Euboean 

Matt-painted 
Oinotrian-
Euboean 

Matt-painted 
hand made Greek Others 

Building Vc 
Cat.no.44 
 Rounded closed vessels.   

   Frequent finds. 
Fragments from 
more that 30 
individual 
vessels. 
 
Fringe Style, 
Miniature Style 
with humans, 
Local bi-chrome 
style. 
Sporadic 
Undulating 
Band style  

Cat.no.112 
LG/EPC globular 
pyxis. 
Cat.no.9 
LG kyathos   

 

 

Schema 7 

Chronology Oinotrian-Euboean 

 Matt-painted 
Oinotrian-
Euboean 

Matt-painted 
hand made Greek Others 

Building 
Vb-early 
Vc  
VIII sec. a. 
C. 

Cat.no.51 
Large open vessels (crater ?) with part of 
bird.  
AC19.04.34 Skyphos type 3 

Cat.no.56. 
 leg of tripod 
with 
undulating 
lines. 

 Very frequent 
finds of 
undulating band 
style and cross 
hatched panels.       
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Schema 8. Distribution of Oinotrian-Euboean  pottery outside the sanctuary. 

 

Site vessel  
Francavilla Marittima plateau 1 Two oinochoai. 
Francavilla Marittima, Macchiabate grave T36 Flask. 
Francavilla Marittima, Macchiabate grave CR 1 Type 3 proto-kotyle. 
Torre Mordillo, necropolis ? Type 1 skyphos. 
Roggiano Gravina, Grave 1  One-handled cup. 
Roggiano Gravina, Grave 5  Type 3 proto-kotyle. 
Amendolara, settlement.  Type 3 proto-kotyle. 
Broglio di Trebisacce, settlement. Two fragments. 
Incoronata “indigina”, settlement. Type 3 proto-kotyle + skyphos 
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Chapter 5 Reception of Greek and Oinotrian-Euboean pottery on the Timpone della Motta and in 

the Sibaritide before the foundation of Sybaris c. 780- c. 720 BC. 

 

5.1 Introduction  

In Chapter 4 it was indicated that the arrival of Greek pottery in the Sibaritide was not just random stray 

objects but can be explained as a part of a more complex picture, which both include a local based 

production of Oinotrian-Euboean pottery and Greek-indigenous connections to Campania/Ischia. From that 

emerges a cultural frame, in which the indigenous groups of the Sibaritide were far more aware of and 

connected to Greek and indigenous people in Campania, than previously thought. It is however still possible 

that also Euboean traders and Corinthian prospectors could have been the carriers of Greek pottery to the 

Sibaritide. 

   

In the following, the question will be evaluated by focusing on the reception of both the Greek and 

Oinotrian-Euboean pottery in the Sibaritide compared to the observations with the contemporary indigenous 

situations in Campania and Salento. It should however be kept in mind that the majority of the evidence 

comes from sanctuary and grave context. Material from both types of contexts reflects a ritual act, which 

does not necessarily show an objective selection of the range of objects, which were available to the 

Oinotrian society but merely the objects, which were selected for use in the spheres of cult practice or funeral 

rites204. The fact that certain types of material are missing from sanctuary or grave contexts does therefore 

not necessarily mean that they were not available.  

 

5.1.1. Background 

Briefly summarizing the main lines of Chapter 1, it is clear that Campania and Salento were very much in the 

sphere of Greek commercial interest resulting in a high Greek frequentation, which in return brought Greek 

pottery with it. However, as it turned out the Greek initiative and cultural impact on the indigenous 

populations developed in quiet different directions. In Campania the Greek established permanent 

settlements, first at Ischia and later at Cumea. In the indigenous graves, the Greek cultural influence is 

visible from early on through the incorporation of the Greek drinking cups in the otherwise strictly 

indigenous dominated graves. The relationship between indigenous and Greek grave goods remained in 

indigenous favour throughout the majority of the second half of the 8th  century BC but towards the end new 

Greek or Italo-Geometric vessels found their way in to the graves often on account of the indigenous ones. 

The development in Campanian funeral rites cannot be mirrored in the Iapygian Salento, since contemporary 

graves are missing. The rest of the Salentine material does however show that the Iapygians were critical in 
                                                 
204 On the different aspects of ritual material interpretations se, Härke 1997, p. 19-25, with further references.   
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their choice of Greek pottery and only the drinking related vessels were incorporated into the local shape 

repertoire. Italo-Geometric productions did never appear but the indigenous matt-painted potters did, after 

some initial hesitation, adapt a selection of Greek motifs though they did not go to the length of imitating 

neither Greek shapes nor style composition.  

 

The limited quantities of Greek Geometric pottery in itself shows that the Sibaritide cannot be directly 

compared with neither Campania or Salento. Francavilla and other sites of the Sibaritide were initially not in 

the central focus of these Greek interests but rather in the periphery of both the Euboean and Corinthian 

spheres of interest. The Oinotrian-Euboean pottery production shows that the lack of Greek imports cannot 

be ascribed to a lacking indigenous interest for Greek pottery shapes and decoration.  

 

5.2 Reception in the sanctuary on the Timpone della Motta 

As shown in chapter 3 the earliest Greek imported vessels (MGII) were to found in Building Vb where it was 

quickly followed by Oinotrian-Euboean vessels. The ritual value of these finds must be seen within the 

cultural context of Building Vb. Kleibrink originally defined Building Vb as an Oinotrian aristocratic 

dwelling with a cult function attested by the presence of monumental loom weights and a hearth and related 

bronze finds205. From this definition, one might suspect that people were living in the building and one would 

have to evaluate what part of the excavated material relates respectively to the domestic and ritual sphere. 

Recent analysis does however present some clarification on the overall function of Building Vb. In 2004 a 

microfossil investigation was carried out on no less than 17.8 litres of ash relating to the central hearth of the 

building and other contexts belonging to the 8th  and 7th century BC. The study surprisingly showed that 

carbonised plant remains, other than wood, were almost absent in the ash samples (schema 7A)206. This result 

is in strong contrast to what one would suspect to find in ash from a habitation context. Some quantity of 

plant remains, in the form of carbonised corn, berries etc, should be present as a result of “accidents” during 

preparation of serial foods, stews or likewise. The absence of this material in the ash is remarkable, 

especially in the light of the analysed amount and it indicates that there is little reason to believe that building 

Vb was actually used for living purpose.  

 

The essential domestic activity of weaving did nevertheless take place in the house but it was within a purely 

ritual context, which is supported by the fact that the weaving utilities themselves are unusually heavy and 

lavishly decorated207. It is in this Oinotrian ritual context we find early Greek imports and a selection of 

Oinotrian-Euboean pottery. The ritual reception of this pottery is difficult to establish. The material itself 

                                                 
205 Kleibrink 2006a, p. 111 ff. 
206 The sample was collected from an baulk which had been preserved during the GIA excavation south of the central hearth. The ash 
was taken from the strata immediately on top of the conglomerate.  
207 For the ritual interpretations and material range of building Vb cf., Kleibrink 2006a.       
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shows that the “Greek aspect” for one part was in accordance with local traditional. This is clearly the 

situation form the scodelle with concentric circles. The vessel shape corresponds to that of the native 

scodella and one might therefore suspect that the function of the ones decorated in Greek style did not differ 

from that of the traditional manufactured ones. This also seems to be evident from specific contextual 

information. Oinotrian-Euboean and traditional scodelle were e.g. found together next to the loom, which 

was found in Building Vb (see schema 2, above). For another part the Greek and Oinotrian-Euboean material 

adds new shapes to the ritual sphere, which appears more as a “Greek aspect”. I am here thinking of the 

series of drinking cups, which fall outside the traditional shape repertoire. In chapter 3 I described how 

Greek drinking cups in native Campanian and Salentine contexts were associated with the consumption of 

wine. Encountering contemporary Greek and Oinotrian-Euboean cups in building Vb therefore raises the 

question as to whether wine was consumed here also. Looking at the total range of available shapes there is 

no other vessels which clearly can be related to the consumption of wine as it e.g. is attested at the Salento.  

At least not in the Greek and Oinotrian-Euboean material where, especially pouring vessels like oinochoai  

and also craters and amphorae are missing. The only possible candidate could be the possible MGII 

Corinthian lekythos cat. no 13. A drinking set might of course have been composed of a combination of 

Greek and traditional vessels but this possibility is difficult to evaluate when the material does not derive 

from a closed functional/ritual context as e.g. a grave.  Fragments from two Euboean oinochoai are among 

the material but I have not found good reason to date them more specifically than to the second half of the 8th 

century and the contextual information on the two fragments does not help. They therefore might very well 

belong to the last quarter of the 8th century BC, where, as will be presented later, some indications could 

speaks in favour of a past consumption of wine. Remaining at the wine consumption issue, the drinking cups 

themselves might be the only remains of the act as it was the situation in a range of indigenous Campanian 

graves (see Chapter 1) but one can again only speculate if that could have been the case for the drinking cups 

used in Building Vb. 

 

 

5.3. Reception in the indigenous graves            

The indigenous graves of the Sibaritide gives a picture rather different from the one in Campania. The 

situation is first of all different since only one known grave contained a Oinotrian-Euboean drinking cup. It 

therefore appears that whatever appeal the skyphoi had to the indigenous ritual sphere in Building Vb it did 

not extend to the ritual sphere of the afterlife when grave goods were laid down.        

As said, a single secured grave context at the Macchiabate necropolis contained a Oinotrian-Euboean 

skyphos belonging to skyphos type 3 ( chapter 4, figure 2). The cup was found in an adult grave of unknown 

sex, labelled CR1, which is one out of a total of 13 graves in the so-called “Cerchio Reale” group (CR)208. In 

                                                 
208 Zancani Montuoro 1977-79, p. 27-43. 
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addition to the skyphos, grave CR1 contained a local container (olla). Out of the remaining 9 adult graves in 

the CR group, 7 contained the combination of a local container accompanied by a local attingitoio and it 

seems fair to assume, that whatever was in the container was meant to be consumed by the use of the 

attingitoio.  Two additional adult graves respectively contained the combination of a local attingitoio + askos 

and olla + askos. Both graves were however disturbed and can therefore rightly be excluded from 

consideration 209. When the skyphos in grave CR1 is reviewed together with the other 7 undisturbed adult 

graves it appears evident that the skyphos acts as a replacement of the local attingitoio that normally features 

in the graves together with a local container ( see, schema 9 ). This picture is contrary to what can be 

observed in the Pontecagnano graves where the Greek skyphoi never replaced the local drinking cups. As 

described in Chapter 4, a second drinking cup belonging to skyphos type 1 (figure 5) was probably found in a 

grave at Torre Mordillo but contextual information is unfortunately missing and conclusions can following 

not be drawn from it. The same is the case for the rim fragment of a skyphos type 3 from an indigenous 

settlement area at Amendolara and a two similar fragments from Incoronata Indigena ( see figure 7 ). 

     

Following, in regards to the general reception of the Greek and Greek style skyphoi it can be observed that 

there is no direct indication that skyphoi were connected with the consumption of wine in Building Vb. 

Furthermore, there are no indications that the skyphoi was received with a generic symbolic value as in 

Campania. Skyphoi were not displayed in the otherwise richly furnished indigenous graves with the 

exception of grave CR1 where the combination of vessel shapes shows that the skyphos was a replacement 

for the local attingitoio. 

   

In regards to the possible activity of Euboean sailors or Corinthian prospectors, it must therefore be said that 

while the possibility can not be excluded, there is no recognisable pattern in the reception of the pottery to 

indicate the normally presumed hallmark of Greek involvement in Campania and the Salento: Wine drinking.      

 

5.4 The Sibaritide around c. 730- c.720 BC. 

In this narrow period, Greek drinking cups began to appear in the indigenous graves of the Sibaritide and, 

unlike before, the reception of the vessels on occasion shows that the ritual associated with the cups was of a 

special nature. On the Timpone della Motta new shapes started to appear which also shows that the reception 

of Greek and Oinotrian-Euboean vessels was moving towards a new phase. I have here made the choice to 

isolate a small chronological phase just before the foundation of Sybaris c. 720 BC. The margins are 

however narrow and as shown in chapter 2 some scholars prefer to date some of the vessels to a period 

contemporary with or slightly after 720 BC. It is however my opinion that the pottery below belongs to the 

                                                 
209 Ibid, Attingitoio + Local container: CR 2, CR 4, CR, CR 6+7, CR 8, CR 10, CR 11. Disturbed adult graves: CR 3 & CR 9.   
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LG period or transition between LG and EPC, whereas the pottery known from the Sybaris excavations 

cannot be dated earlier then EPC. 

When viewing the indigenous graves of the Sibaritide a small number of Greek drinking cups can be noted in 

this period. In grave T3 Roggiano Gravina a Corinthian hemispheric black kotyle was found. It was 

accompanied by indigenous olle, and other vessels. An attingitoio was not found and since it normally 

appears together with the local olle it would appear that, it had been replaced by the Greek import210.  

At the Macchiabate necropolis Corinthian hemispheric kotylai were found in grave U15 and T88 and in T5 at 

Roggiano Gravina a Oinotrian-Euboean type 3 proto-kotyle has come to light, as mentioned in chapter 4. In 

all three graves a set consisting of a local attingitoio and one or two olle was found. The latter combination is 

seen in a vast number of 8th century BC graves in the two necropoleis and can be considered the classical set 

of indigenous vessels. The kotylai on the other hand adds a new ritual dimension to the grave goods since 

they do not replace the local attingitoio (as in grave CR1) but appear as an additional shape. The 

combination of traditional local sets and Greek cups are interesting since they are similar to what was laid 

down in the indigenous Campanian graves a generation earlier. The Greek cups in Campanian graves are, as 

described in Chapter 2, seen as having an imbued ritual value relating to the consumption of wine, 

introduced to indigenous people by Greeks. This interpretation can, in my view, also be extended to the 

situation in U15, T88 and Roggiano Gravina T5. Further signs of Greek presence is reflected in the female 

grave T8 at the Macchiabate necropoleis211. Here a female grave contained a kotyle and a globular pyxis of 

Corinthian production as well as an amphora of the SOS type with an Aramaic inscription. In addition, a 

bronze bowl, a “a staffa lunga” fibula and scarabs were found in the grave. T8 gives and overall impression, 

which is very distant from the normal indigenous grave goods. Characteristic indigenous jewellery such as 

composite discs and 4-spiral fibulae, normally present in high status female graves, are not found in T8, even 

though the grave goods and especially the bronze bowl indicate that the deceased was a lady of some status. 

Traditional vessels such as attingitoio, olle and scodelle are missing as well. The combination of grave goods 

and the setting of T8 does at the same time not appear particular Greek. First of all the grave itself is placed 

in the Temparella tumulus, which obviously indicates that the deceased had a strong indigenous attachment. 

Secondly, the grave goods, although being imports, do not resemble those found in the contemporary graves 

at Ischia, which in the light of the argued contact between Ischia and the Sibaritide is an obvious place for 

comparison. The presence of the bronze bowl and the globular pyxis together with the absence of 

Pithecoussian classics like the lekythos clearly distinguishes T8 from the graves at Ischia. The evidence thus 

sends mixed signals in regards to the ethnic identity of the woman in T 8. The hybrid situation in T 8 does 

find some explanation through a proposal by Marianne Kleibrink who sees the female in T 8 as belonging to 

an indigenous family which had commercial connections outside the Sibaritide and thereby direct access to 

                                                 
210 On the Roggiano Gravina graves see,  Carrara  & Guzzo  1981, p. 485, especially, tabella B. 
211 Zancani Montuoro 1980-1982, pp. 29-40. 
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the type of objects found in the grave212. However, one might also see T 8 as a mixed marriage between a 

Greek lady and a indigenous man despite the unique combination of grave goods. Either way T 8 can reflect 

a direct Greek presence or a strong indigenous self identification with Greek objects. An Oinotrian-Euboean 

jug was found in the child’s grave T 36 in the Temparella group (see schema 8). One might again 

contemplate whether the jug had a special ritual meaning. The grave, as said, belongs to the group of 

children’s graves. As pointed out by the excavator the grave goods in these graves are in most cases 

characterised by the presence of a local manufactured matt-painted askos and a, normally limited, selection 

of bronze jewellery, beads or likewise. Grave T 36 is the only child grave in the Temparella group where an 

askos was not found instead the described Oinotrian-Euboean jug came to light (see schema 11). It therefore 

again appears that the Oinotrian-Euboean vessel has replaced the local one due to a preference for shape and 

decoration.  

In the sanctuary at the Timpone della Motta a number of Corinthian drinking cups can be ascribed to the 

period and Oinotrian-Euboean cups are also found. (see Chapters 3-4). Again, it is difficult to evaluate 

whether these cups were received with an inherent meaning different from that of the traditional vessels. 

However the appearance of  locally produced craters at the very end of this period shows that the Oinotrian-

Euboean vessels were moving towards a more monumental format and it is relevant to point out that the 

combination of drinking cups and craters at least points towards a possible consumption of wine within the 

sanctuary in one form or another. However the substantial differences in quantity between traditional 

Oinotrian and Greek/Oinotrian-Greek pottery shows that a possible wine drinking ritual would have been a 

rare advent. Evaluating on the situation in the Sibaritide, the grave material first and foremost shows that 

drinking cups were beginning to appear with an individual position among the grave goods. I find it 

reasonable to suggest that these cups were related to the consumption of wine like it was the case in 

Campania. 

 

The introduction of wine drinking, I would say, indicates a direct personal contact between indigenous and 

individuals of Greek ethnical back ground which for some reason or another were present in the Sibaritide 

around c.730- c.720 BC. Grave T 8 at the Macchiabate necropolis points in the same direction, either as an 

example of a Greek female living in the Sibaritide or as an example of an indigenous lady who was so 

familiar with material aspects of Greek culture, that the strongly traditional grave goods were given up in 

favour of Greek and Levantine imports. In other graves in the Sibaritide Greek and Oinotrian-Euboean 

vessels were still laid down as replacements for native vessels. At the Timpone della Motta consumption of 

wine could have been taking place in the period but the issue depends on whether the cups and craters were 

related to the same ritual. Anyway, the introduction of locally produced craters in itself reflects the 

appearance of a new ritual.      

                                                 
212 Kleibrink 2004a, p. 66.  
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5.4. Preliminary conclusions 

 
In this chapter the various ways of reception of Greek and Oinotrian-Euboean pottery has been treated in the 

period between c. 780 and c. 720 BC and the following conclusions can be drawn:  

 

-The presence of Greek potters did not have any immediate impact on the funeral and religion rites of the 

Oinotrian society.  

 

-The appearance of a new vessel in grave CR1 prior to c. 730 cannot be related to any special pattern of 

reception. The traditional use of the skyphos  (replacement for the attingitoio) shows that it was not 

introduced in the ritual manner as skyphoi along the Tyrrhenian coast.  

 

-The appearance of new vessels in the sanctuary on the Timpone della Motta can not be related to a specific 

pattern of reception prior to around 730 BC. The majority consists of skyphoi which gives no basis for 

conclusion. 

  

-A few craters might have appeared around c. 730. This could indicate sporadic occasions of wine drinking. 

there is however no other evidence to support the possibility. The sanctuary remains fully indigenous in all 

other cultural and material aspects. 

 

-Oinotrian-Euboean vessels can be identified in settlement areas but the material is scares and provides no 

firm ground for general conclusions on reception.   

   
-In the period between c. 730-720 BC some changes towards Greek and Oinotrian-Euboean pottery can be 

observed in indigenous graves. The reception of a few drinking cups indicates that they where introduced in 

the same ritual manner as along the Tyrrhenian coast. Indicating, that they were associated with the 

consumption of wine  

In grave T8 at the reception of Greek and other vessels reflects the presence of a Greek individual integrated 

in the Oinotrian society or a indigenous individual with a high degree of Greek self identification. 
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Date schemas for chapter 5     

 

 Schema 7A. Building Vb ash deposit 

Sample ML Barley   Others 
Ash sample 1 190 0 0 
Ash sample 2 225 5 5 
Ash sample 3 125 5 0 
Ash sample 4 225 0 5 
Ash sample 5 230 5 0 
Ash sample 6 435 0 0 
Ash sample 7 350 0 5 
Ash samples Total 1780 15 15 
Average on 100 ml  0.84 0.84 

 
 

Schema 9. Distribution of vessels in the Cercio Reale group 

Grave Attingitoio  
Local 
container Other vessels 

CR1  1 Type 1 skyphos 
CR2 1 1  
CR4 1 1  
CR5 1 1  
CR6-7 1 1  
CR8 1 1  
CR10 1 1  
CR11 1 1  
 

Schema 10. Greek pottery in graves of the Sibaritide 730-720 BC 
 

Grave Attingitoio Other local vessels Greek vessels
Macchiabate U 15 1  Olla Kotyle 
Macchiabate T 88 1  Olla Kotyle 

Macchiabate T 8   

Kotyle, 
Globular 
pyxis, SOS 
Amphora 

Roggiano Gravina T 
3  2 olle, jug, askos Kotyle 

Roggiano Gravina T 
5 1 2 olle 

Oinotrian-
Euboean, 
Type 3 proto-
kotyle. 
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Schema 11. Distribution of vessels in children’s graves in the Temparella group. 
 
Grave Askos  Other vessels 
T 14 1   
T 17 1  
T 19 1  
T 36  Greek style flask 
T 77 1  
T 84 1  

T 89 

„brocche
tte 
ascoidi“ 
type.  

T 90 1  
T 93 1  
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Chapter 6. New material from the Timpone della Motta and a new approach to the study of 

Greek pottery distribution in the Sibaritide from ca. 720 to 620 BC 
 
6.1 Introduction and background 

The previous chapter offered a more detailed insight on the external connections of the indigenous groups in 

the Sibaritide and the influx of imports that resulted from it, in the period prior to the foundation of Sybaris.  

When Achaean Greek settlers arrived at the future site of Sybaris in the last quarter of the 8th century the 

native groups living on the surrounding hilltops had already grown somewhat accustomed to various aspects 

of “Greek culture” and surely to Greek style and Greek pottery. The first Greek pottery had already arrived 

in the first half of the 8th century BC. Not long after, Greek potters worked in the Sibaritide. The pottery they 

produced was used in the sanctuary and can be attested in the indigenous graves and settlement area 

throughout the Sibaritide. Greek pottery and potters did however not immediately have a cultural impact on 

the indigenous society. Even though Greek and Oinotrian-Euboean pottery found its way into the religious 

and funeral spheres there is no clear indication that a special meaning was associated with it. Towards the 

end of the third quarter of the 8th century BC, changes in the reception of Greek and Oinotrian-Euboean 

pottery are observable. In some graves Greek drinking cups moved from being replacements to receiving 

their own functional and ritual position among the indigenous grave goods. In the sanctuary on the Timpone 

della Motta new large Oinotrian-Euboean craters started to appear, which also indicates a change of rite. As 

described in chapter 4, the production of Oinotrian-Euboean pottery continued in Francavilla Marittima until 

as late as 690 BC and since the production shows close ties to Campania it is reasonable to assume that some 

amount of Greek pottery arrived via the Campanian connection after the foundation of Sybaris as it had 

before. Herein lays a problem for the traditional view on the distribution of Greek pottery in the last quarter 

of the 8th century BC in the Sibaritide. As shown in Chapter 2 Greek pottery dating to the last quarter of the 

8th century BC is, when found in the Sibaritide, normally categorically regarded as deriving from Sybaris.  

     In the light of the present thesis, the question concerning the influx of Greek pottery to the Sibaritide after 

the foundation of Sybaris is accompanied by two basic disadvantages.  

First of all, chronology cannot be used as the only criteria, since it is no longer a question of what dates 

before and after the foundation of Sybaris because, as said, Greek pottery was very likely to have arrived via 

Campania.   

Secondly, the use of typology and style as criteria is in several situations two folded. This is evident in e.g. 

the case of the Thapsos cups with panel. These are found in Sybaris as well as in Pithekoussai. The Thapsos 

cups found in Francavilla Marittima could therefore have arrived from any of the two places or both. The 

conclusion is followingly, that the Greek pottery of the 8th century BC is in a twilight state when approached 

from an external viewpoint of chronology, typology and style. In addition, as will be presented in the end of 
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the chapter, a group of matt-painted pottery imports from Basilicata/Apulia found at the Timpone della 

Motta shows that a third partner has to be taken into consideration when evaluating the influx of pottery to 

the Sibaritide. 

  

6.2. Approach 

In Chapter 6, I will try to establish a detailed picture of the distribution of Greek pottery in the Sibaritide 

throughout the period both in regards to quantity and shapes. I have likewise made references to parallels at 

Incoronata and Siris. The pottery from the Timpone della Motta forms the base material since it is the largest 

group of Greek pottery in the Sibaritide. In the introduction of this thesis it was described that the amount of 

pottery, which can be dated precisely to the EPC period is very limited on the Timpone della Motta. I have 

therefore included EPC material published by M. W. Stoop and from the Bern/Getty material in order to 

obtain as much information as possible213. For the MPC I period and onwards, the main focus is on the 

excavated material but references to the Bern/Getty and Stoop material are made in the cases where 

additional information can be obtained. A selection has been made, in which only shape groups with more 

than 20 recorded vessels have been included. In the considerations at the end of the chapter, other shapes will 

be referred to as far as it helps to clarify the general picture. The groups of selected material will be 

presented and briefly discussed and Greek pottery from other nearby indigenous sites will, together with the 

pottery from Sybaris, be pointed out in the presentation. Types, which have a broad date are discussed in 

more detail than types with a narrow date. The material will be presented in tables at the end of each section. 

In these tables the date for every type is noted together with and estimation of the total number of vessels 

represented in the excavated material214. A so-called range of “ type-batching” is found in the presentations 

as well as in the tables. By type-batching is meant the clustering of vessels that are close to identical in 

shape, clay and decoration. A type-batching range of e.g. ’2-12’ represents that the lowest number of 

identical vessels is 2 and the highest amount 12215.  

I have given special attention to this phenomenon because the groups of identical vessels indicate that they 

were produced in the same workshop and probably fired in the same batch. At the end of Chapter 6, it will be 

argue that type-batching is an efficient tool in obtaining more precise dating for some types and also gives an 

insight in the organisation of the dedicational rites in the sanctuary. Non Corinthian Greek pottery is 

                                                 
213 The Bern/Getty material consist of some 5000 archaeological objects (mostly pottery fragments). It was illegally excavated at the 
Timpone della Motta during the 1970ties and sold or on occasion given to a number of public as well as private collection among 
those the Archaeological Institute in Bern, The Paul Getty Museum, Malibu and The Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek, Copenhagen . In 2002 
the majority of the material was returned to Italy. A small selection is on exhibition in the Museo Archeologico Nazionale della 
Sibaritide, Sibari.         
214 The quantification was made in 2004 and 2005. The fragments from every individual type were laid out and a quantification was 
made based on total number of fragments, bases, handles and In some cases also decorative elements e.g. panels fragments from 
kotylai. In the case of the kotyle type 4 (see below) the counting was stopped at 400.    
215 The type batching range is limited by the fragmented nature of the material. Different considerations have been used e.g. for the 
aryballoi sufficient vessels were preserved intact to make a precise evaluation. For the kotyle type 4 the style of the panels and rim 
diameter was considered an so on.  
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excluded from the presentation with the exception of a group of East Greek bird oinochoai from the period 

720-690 BC. More East Greek pottery, together with Achaean and other types of Greek pottery have been 

found during the excavation but the quantity is insignificant and does not add separate information to the 

overall distribution of pottery in the Sibaritide. The largest group of East Greek pottery is the North Ionian 

bird bowls. Søren Handberg and I have dealt with these in the publication “An orientalising and related bird 

bowls from the Athenaion at Francavilla Marittima” submitted as part of this thesis216. Marianne Kleibrink 

and Søren Handberg  and I have elsewhere commented on the Achaean style pottery, where we stated that a 

few fragments found in the excavation might be contemporary with the EPC period 217. The fragments 

probably represent 3 or 4 vessels. I have not included them here but will comment on them at the end of the 

chapter where an outline of the influx of Greek pottery to the Sibaritide will be given.     

  

6.3.Greek pottery on the Timpone della Motta ca 720-620 BC. 

 

Drinking cups (schema 12) 

 

Where the third quarter of the 8th century saw the introduction of Corinthian kyathoi on the Timpone della 

Motta, the dominating Greek shape of the last quarter of the century was the skyphos of the Thapsos class. 

The dating of the Thapsos skyphoi, as well as the origin of the Thapsos class, has been widely debated. In a 

historic revue, Thapsos on Sicily has, together with Delphi, Megara, and Aigina all been suggested as the 

place of manufacture218. Corinth is however by most scholars considered the most likely place of origin219. C. 

W. Neeft who proposed a grouping and dating system based on combination studies of exterior and interior 

decoration has brought the most detailed suggestion on the date of the group forward220. C. Dehl however 

(rightly), points out that there are loopholes in Neeft`s schema since the same decoration occurs in more 

groups221. Instead, Dehl proposes a more simple three type division based on the exterior decoration and 

supported by the distribution pattern. This division is favoured here since it is supported by the chronological 

distribution of the Greek pottery found at the Timpone della Motta. Thapsos skyphoi with a panel in the 

handle zone are normally dated to the LG period222. Dehl divides the skyphoi with panel into an early and 

late type. The earliest type is (according to tradition) dated to the LG period. It is decorated with a panel and 

lines in the handle zone and all of the lower body is fully covered by horizontal lines. The type has a limited 

                                                 
216 Handberg & Jacobsen 2005 
217 Kleibrink, Handberg & Jacobsen 2004. Recent studies on misfired pottery from the Timpone della Motta has furthermore shown 
that types normally thought to be Achaean in fact might be local productions, Mittica, Handberg & Jacobsen 2007. On these cups in 
general see, Papadopoulos 2001, Papadopoulos 2003, Tomay 2002. 
218 Laistner 1912 –1913, p. 61-69, Boardman 1970, p. 493 – 503, Weinberg 1941, pp. 42-43. 
219 Benton 1953, p. 274, Dehl 1982, pp. 150-151, Neeft 1983, pp. 39-43, Vallard & Villard 1952, pp. 337-339, Morgan, 1988, pp. 
326-328, Morgan 1999, p. 273.  
220 Neeft 1981 
221 Dehl 1984, p. 47-48. 
222 Coldstream 1968, p. 103-105, Coldstream 1977, 170 ff,  
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distribution in the West where it is found in small numbers in “ Kolonien der ersten Generation”, e.g. 

Pithekoussai, Megara Hyblaea, Syracusa and Capua223. The late type has a panel and lines in the handle zone 

whereas the lower part of the vessel is fully monochrome. This type of skyphos has a markedly more 

widespread distribution compared to the early type and it is much more numerous. Dehl dates the appearance 

of the type in LG but argues that it continues into EPC. The lower date is supported by references to two 

grave contexts containing the Thapsos type in association with globular aryballoi and in a general 

perspective on the distribution it is pointed out that the type is found in “Kolonien der zweiten Generation”, 

among those also Sybaris224. The third and final type in Dehl’s division are skyphoi decorated with horizontal 

lines on the upper part and a fully monochrome lower part. The type is dated in the EPC period but after the 

skyphoi with panel. The date is supported by the observation that there are no reliable grave contexts where 

skyphoi with and without panel are found together indicating that there is a chronological difference between 

the two types. At the same time the EPC date is confirmed by a number of graves were skyphoi without panel 

are found together with globular aryballoi225.  

 

Skyphoi of the Thapsos class: Whereas Dehl`s first type has not been found among the Greek pottery at the 

Timpone della Motta type two and three are present. Since there is a chronological difference between 

skyphoi with and without panel, it would obviously be relevant to establish how many specimens there are of 

each type. The material is however very fragmented, which makes it difficult to identify types. A rim 

fragment with horizontal lines can potentially belong to both types. Only in four cases has it been possible to 

refit enough fragments to identify the type. These all belong to the type with panel (Dehl`s type 2) (cat. nos. 

58, 59, 60, 61). Another almost complete skyphos with panel was excavated by Stoop at Temple III and 

another complete skyphos with panel is among the Bern/Getty material. As far as I am aware only one 

Skyphos without panel has been attested among the Bern/Getty material226. In addition to that, 13 bases from 

skyphoi cups have been found in the excavation. I have noted them in a separate box in the schema at the end 

of this section. Outside the Timpone della Motta, a partly reconstructed upper part of a skyphos with panel 

has come to light at Sybaris together with another panel fragment and at least one fragment without panel227. 

Finally, a complete skyphos without panel has been excavated from grave 105 at Amendolara. Type-batching 

is not observed on the Thapsos skyphoi from the Timpone della Motta.  

 

                                                 
223 Dehl 1984, p. 47-48. for the type see, ibid. tav. 5a 
224 Ibid, p. 72, with reference to grave 944 in Pithekoussai and grave 277 in Capua, for the aryballos from the latter, see Neeft 1987, 
p. 47, List XVIII no. 6.  
225 This combination is e.g. found in grave 325 in Pithekoussai,   Dehl 1984, p. 72  
226 Stoop skyphos:  Stoop 1988, p. 78. no 2, fig 2, where a further three individual fragments with panel and two without are 
published. Bern/Getty skyphos with panel: Unpublished Ba 250. Bern/Getty skyphos with out panel: Unpublished, number unknown 
to me. Sibari museum.   
227 With panel: Sibari I, fig. 79, no. 181, Sibari II, fig. 183, no. 349: without panel: Sibari I, fig. 79, no. 182. 
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Corinthian subgeometric kotylai. The chronological range of the Corinthian kotyle is present on the Timpone 

della Motta from just after the middle of the 8th. century BC and through to the end of the 6th century BC. 

Whereas the above described kotylai of the LG period are attested at a number of sites in the Sibaritide the 

EPC kotylai are so far only found in small amounts in the sanctuary on the Timpone della Motta.  

 

Kotyle type 1. Soldier bird type.  In the first half of EPC the herons of the earlier LG kotylai developed into 

the more static type with tail, plump body with one or two straight legs, normally called “soldier birds”. At 

the same time, the shape of the kotyle grows progressively deeper228. A single, unfortunately badly preserved, 

fragment from the GIA excavations might belong to this type. The partially preserved bird on cat. no. 62 has 

an upright position of the head and a plump body, which does resemble that of the soldier birds but the small 

size and bad preservation of the fragment does not allow a secure identification. If not of the soldier bird 

type, the fragments will be an early stage of the wire bird type (see below). Anyway, the relative absence of 

this type at the Timpone della Motta seems to be in line with the limited distribution of the type in the West, 

where the main concentration again, is found at Ischia where the type was also imitated in some numbers, 

probably in the same workshops that produced euboeanizing pottery229 

  

Kotyle type 2. Wire bird type. The next step of bird decorated Corinthian kotylai is the wire bird type, 

referred to above. The birds have now developed into fully schematic representations. Drawn with a 

multiplied brush, the birds have a hooked neck; body indicated by a blob and now only a single bend leg230. 

The shape of the Corinthian kotyle now remains tall. Fragments from four individual kotylai decorated with 

wire birds, have come to light in the excavation (cat. nos. 63, 64, 65, 66 ). Type-batching is not observed. 

Cat. no. 63 might be slightly earlier then the rest, the birds being less schematic. Stoop published fragments 

from a fifth wire bird kotyle together with an additional fragment, which joins with cat. no. 64231. Further two 

fragments are known from Incoronata232. 

 

Kotyle type 3. Linear kotylai with horizontal lines and monochrome lower part, replaces the kotylai with 

wire birds in the later part of EPC and are believed to continue until early in MPC233. The semi complete cat. 

no. 67 is the only kotyle of the type found in the excavation. One might wonder if more than one specimen 

are represented in the material from the Timpone Motta but the fragmented state of the material renders it 

difficult to identify individual types. Rim fragments alone can potentially belong to a kotyle type 3 or the 

                                                 
228 Coldstream 1968, p. 107 
229 Neeft 1975, p. 126, tab. XII and Dehl 1984, p. 75, note 242. 
230 Coldstream 1968, p. 105. see also, Perachora II, p. 67-68, no. 497-555, pl. 25.  
231 Stoop 1988, fig 9, fragment to the right join with AC13.15/911. Christiane Dehl mentions fragments from two further wire bird 
kotylai,  Dehl 1984, p. 207, nos. 12-13. I assume that these are the same as those published by Stoop. I am not aware of any kotyle 
fragments with birds among the Bern/Getty material.  
232 Cavagnera 1995, 47, 48 
233 For the type see, Neeft 1975, fig. III, 8d. 
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partly contemporary and surely longer living type 4 with rays on the lower part. A reconstruction to at least a 

semi complete state is therefore needed in order to identify specimens belonging to the type. However, since 

only 9 fully monochrome kotyle bases have come to light in the excavation there is no reason to think that 

there would have been many more, especially not since some of the bases must have belonged to the already 

described bird decorated kotylai. Two fragments from kotylai type 3 have been found at  Incoronata234.   

 

Type 4. Linear kotyle with rays at lower part. (Cat. nos. 68, 69 ). Contemporary or slightly later a new type 

developed, which had a tall shape, which over time developed towards becoming pointed. It is decorated in 

linear style and has rays on the lower part. At the end of MPC I this type had fully replaced type 3235. The 

type continued throughout the proto-Corinthian period but the shape grew broader around the middle of the 

7th century BC. Type 4 is found in large numbers on the Timpone della Motta. From the GIA excavation 

alone fragments from more than 400 individual kotyle are recorded. Type-batching is recorded in the range 

of 2-34.  No kotylai have been preserved intact with the exception of a few miniature versions, which date to 

the middle of the 7th century BC (cat. nos. 70, 71)236. A few of the larger kotylai have been reconstructed to a 

semi complete stage. The difficulties with reconstructing the kotylai are caused by the fact that there are 

more than 2000 fragments. Furthermore, many of the kotylai are almost identical in size and decoration. The 

tall and pointed kotyle types can be dated to the first half of the 7th century BC but it is difficult to confirm a 

more precise chronological grouping of the material within that horizon. In her 1964 study on the dating of 

the Protocorinthian kotyle, Clotilda Brokaw focused on the development of the kotyle shape, which was 

based on grave contexts where kotylai were associated with Protocorinthian aryballoi237. Brokaw advanced 

the opinion that the kotylai of the first quarter of the 7th century BC were tall and pointed and that the shape 

continued in the second quarter but the sides began to swell out more towards rim and base, which lead to a 

broad shaped kotyle around the middle of the century. Coldstream, on who’s study Brokaw´s work was 

partly based, was of the opinion that the panel with wiggles in general was earlier than those with sigmas, the 

latter developing later in EPC or the beginning of MPC I but the sequence is overlapping and can at best be 

used as a general guideline238. The overall picture is as follows, that the development of the sub-Geometric 

kotyle is found in fine nuances which, are difficult to apply to the fragmented material on the Timpone della 

Motta and a general date to the first half of the 7th century BC is therefore the closest obtainable, when the 

kotylai are studied as an isolated group239. Kotyle type 4 is the first type, which is attested elsewhere in the 

Sibaritide and at the site of Sybaris itself. At Torre Mordillo a few fragments have come to light and 

                                                 
234 Cavagnera 1995, p. 903, no. 49, 50.  
235 Weinberg 1941, p. 39, place the appearance of rays on kotylai contemporary with the introduction of the ovoid aryballos. This is 
supported by grave contexts were early ovoid aryballoi and kotylai with rays are found together see. Pithecoussai I, grave 272.   
236 A similar kotyle is published by Stoop, Stoop 1988, p. 79, no. 16, fig. 11.  
237 Brokaw 1964. 
238 Coldstream 1968, p. 105-106 
239 On the general problem of dating the type, see also Neeft 1975, p. 110, note 111.  
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fragments are also attested at Incoronata240. The majority of the published pieces are rim fragments, which 

again leaves the problem of determining whether they belong to the type with or without rays unsolved. In 

the light of the individual frequency of the two types in Francavilla Marittima and given the fact that kotyle 

bases with rays were found in Sybaris while the fully monochrome were not, it is reasonable to conclude that 

the kotylai outside Francavilla also predominantly belong to type 4. 

 

Kotyle type 5. Black polychrome kotylai with rays on the lower part. This type is attested in high numbers on 

the Timpone della Motta. I have noted fragments from c. 280 individual vessels. The kotylai have rays on the 

lower part and are monochrome on the upper part, central ornaments like hourglass or dot rosettes are often 

applied in white (cat. nos. 72, 73, 74 ). On occasion an hourglass motive has also been achieved by leaving a 

reserved area (cat. nos. 75, 76)241.Thin horizontal lines in white or red are also often applied (cat. nos. 77, 

78). The tradition of applying white on a monochrome back ground started in the Corinthian pottery 

production already in the 8th century BC. Cat. no 6 above is an example of this. In EPC and MPC I a tall 

kotyle was produced, which had a fully monochrome surface242. This type has so far not been found at the 

Timpone delle Motta and since only few monochrome kotyle bases have come to light, it does not seem 

likely that any of the rim fragments from black kotylai should belong to this type. A number of black kotylai 

have survived intact inside building Vd (cat. nos. 77, 78 ). These are all of the broad shape and therefore date 

to the second half of the 7th century. Some of the rim fragments and especially those with applied motives 

could probably belong to the MPC II period. The homogeneity of the group is striking and “type-batching” 

appears in the range of 2-20. A miniature version of the “black kotyle” is also found in the sanctuary, which 

closely follows the decoration of the larger kotylai ( cat. no. 79). Outside Francavilla Marittima the black 

kotyle is attested at the Cozzo Michelicchio sanctuary and a group of kotylai with hourglass motives are 

found at Incoronata243    

 

Kotyle type 6. Kotylai with figured frieze in silhouette style. This type is also frequently attested at the 

Timpone della Motta where fragments from c. 183 individual vessels have been found during the excavation. 

“Type-batching” appears in the range of 2-16. The type might have developed at the end of MPC II but it 

primarily dates to the second half of the 7th century BC.  The decoration normally consists of chasing dogs, 

which were a popular and general motive on LPC pottery ( cat. nos. 80. 81 ). In Francavilla, this motive is 

found on aryballoi, alabastra and pyxides.  On rare occasions birds replace dogs ( cat. no. 82 ) and a unique 

                                                 
240 Guzzo 1984, p. 246, fig. 17. (Torre Mordillo), Sibari I, nos. 187, 169, 168, Sibari II, no. 180, Sibari III, nos. 272, 280, 274, Sibari 
V, nos. 159, 176. Cavagnera 1995, fig. 57-60. 
241 For parallels see, Perachora II, p. 69-71, nos. 568-579, Mégara Hyblaea 2,  p. 30,  tav. 11.4, Morgan 1999, pl. 58, nos. 44-47,  
Pelagatti 1982, tav. XIX. Orsi 1918, p. 539, fig 122. 
242 See, Coldstream 1968, pl. 21.d, Weinberg 1949, pl. 29. Dehl 1984, p. 207, nn. 14-15 mentions two EPC fragments of black 
kotylai with applied motives. It is not further explained why these should be dated to the EPC period. Stoop has published a 
collection of fragments from black kotylai from the Timpone della Motta, Stoop 1988, fig. 16 and 18.  
243 Pace 2005, tav. II.e, Cavagnera 1995, nos 66-74. 
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frieze with a bird and a bull is found on cat. no. 83. Kotyle type 6  is, as far as I know, only found as 

miniature vessels, which, I think, indicates that they were produced specifically for ritual purposes. This is 

supported by the fact that the type normally is found in grave or sanctuary contexts whereas they are rare in 

settlement contexts244. Additional support for a ritual purpose is given by the fact that the only parallel 

outside the Timpone della Motta was found in the southeast part of the Sibaritide at the site of San Mauro di 

Corigliano, where a sanctuary is believed to have excited245.     

 
 
Schema 12. Thapsos skyphoi and subgeometric kotylai 
 

Type Date Quantity Type batching Distribution 
Thapsos skyphoi 
with panel. LG-Early EPC 6 -  Sybaris 
Thapsos skyphoi 
with out panel EPC 1 - 

Amendolara, 
Sybaris 

Bases from 
Thapsos skyphoi EPC 13 - - 
Kotyle type 1 Early EPC 1 (?) - - 
Kotyle type 2 Later EPC 5 - Incoronata 
Kotyle type 3 Later EPC-MPCI 1 - Incoronata 

Kotyle type 4 700-650 BC >400 2-34 

Torre Mordillo, 
Sybaris, 
Incoronata. 

Kotyle type 5 MPC-EC 280 2-20 

Cozzo 
Michelicchio, 
Incoronata 

Kotyle type 6 Late MPCII-EC 183 2-16 
San Mauro di 
Corigliano 

 

Skyphos type 1. EPC skyphoi with monochrome lower part and applied line (schema 13). Fragments from 

two individual skyphoi of this type has been found ( cat. nos. 84, 85 ). The shape has a low upright rim 

decorated with horizontal lines. The lower part of the vessel is fully monochrome and a “white” horizontal 

line is applied under the handle. The type is relatively rare and only recorded at few sites. It is partly 

contemporary with the deep and shallow sub-geometric skyphos with fully monochrome lower part, 

discussed below, but in contrary to the sub-geometric type it was not produced beyond the EPC period246  

 

Skyphos type 2. Deep and shallow skyphoi with sub-geometric decoration and fully monochrome lower part. 

This type developed around 700 BC and continued to be produced in large numbers until the LPC period 

                                                 
244 See, CVA, Gela II, pl. 26-28, from necropolis, Corinth XIII, p. 18, no 128e, North cemetery, Pithekoussai I, tav. 97, 1, grave 253, 
tav. 108, 8, grave 276, De Franciscis 1960-61, p. 27, Tav. VII e,  Orsi 1918, p. 549, fig 136, Gela, Athenaion, Corinth XVIII.1, pl. 4, 
no. 3, from sanctuary of Demeter and Kore, Perachora I, pl. 23, no. 5, Perachora II, pl. 19, nos. 2332-2334, D´Agostino & Buchner 
1994-95, Tav. XIV, nos. 41-42, “stipe dei Cavalli”, Pithekoussai. A small selection from the Timpone della Motta is found in Stoop 
1988, fig. 17. 
245 Genovese 1999, tav. 17, fig 2, Luppino 1996, p. 221. 
246 The best preserved example is a skyphos in Pithekoussai grave 178, which also have two applied concentric circles, Pithekoussai 
I, tav. 79, 4. See also Morgan 1999, pl. 57, no. 433.   
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without undergoing any changes ( cat. no. 86 ). Fragments from 51 individual vessels were found in the GIA 

excavations and the type is also frequently found at other Italian sites and in Greece247. Clearly identifiable 

specimens have so far not come to light at the site of Sybaris. The long life of the type does not allow a 

precise dating of individual specimens on typological or stylistically grounds. The dating of the pieces from 

Francavilla and elsewhere is therefore foremost dependent on associated material. “Type-batching” appears 

in the range of 2-7248.     

 

Skyphos type 3. Shallow skyphoi with sub-geometric decoration and rays at lower part. This is the most 

commonly found skyphos on the Timpone della Motta where fragments from no less than 186 individual 

skyphoi have been found with “type-batching” in the range of 2-14 ( Cat no. 87 ). The type started to be 

produced in the MPC I period and was widely distributed throughout the Mediterranean in the second half of 

the 7th century BC249. In Francavilla, the type also appears in a grave at the Macchiabate and they are 

likewise found in the graves at Amendolara250. A few pieces are also known from Incoronata 251. 

   

Schema 13. Subgeometric skyphoi 
 

Type Date Quantity Type batching Distribution 
Skyphos type 1 EPC 2 -  - 
Skyphos type 2 Ca. 700 BC-LPC 51 2-7 - 

Skyphos type 3 MPCI-EC 186 2-14 
Amendolara, 
Incoronata. 

 

 

 

Conical lekythoi (schema 14)       

Conical lekythoi with sub-geometric decoration. The production of the conical lekythoi began in Corinth 

during the MG I period but these specimens, having a low and very rounded shape, are few in numbers and 

the shape did not gain popularity before later in the Geometric period252 In MG II the base became very 

broad with a low body and the height of the neck increases notably. The decoration normally consists of a 

                                                 
247 Corinth VII.1, pl. 24, no. 175,    
248 For the type and  chronology see, Corinth XV.3, p. 261-262 and  nos. 1446, 1447. The type is found in a number of well dated 
grave contexts on occasion in association with Proto Corinthian aryballoi, cfr. Lo Porto 1959-60, p. 8, fig. 1 ( EPC, Taranto), 
Cascianelli 2003, fig 4, (MPCII, La tomba Giulimondi, Cerveteri), Rizzo 2001, p. 170, no. II.D.1.10 (MPC, Tumolo di S. Paolo, 
grave 1, Cerveteri), Pithekoussai I, grave 141, tav. 51, no 2. Grave 530, tav. 157, no. 2. (both MPC). From Syracusa, Hencken 1958, 
pl. 58, fig. 7, no. 1 & 2 (Late MPC to LC, grave 175 bis, ), ibid , pl. 62, fig. 16a, no. 8 (MPC, grave 158). Mozia IX, tav. XVIII, 3 
(late MPC, grave 82).      
249 For the type se, Johansen 1923, pl. XIX, no. 1-2. Hencken 1958 pl. 62, fig. 16a, no. 8 (MPC, grave 158). Are number of 
fragments from the Timpone della Motta is found in, Stoop 1988, fig. 7-8.  
250 Zancani Montuoro 1983-84, pp. 57-59, tav. XXXV-XXXVIII. 
251 Cavagnera 1995, fig. 36-37. 
252 Coldsteam 1968, p. 95. for the type cfr, Corinth XV.3, pl. 1 nos. 1 &2. A detailed bibliography on the development of the conical 
lekythos is found in Amyx 1988, p. 486. 
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monochrome lower part followed by a few horizontal lines and crosshatched downwards pointing triangles at 

the shoulder. Horizontal lines might cover neck and handle253. As described above cat. no. 13 probably 

belong to this group ( chapter 3 ). In the LG period, the lekythos starts to obtain a true conical shape with a 

straighter wall. Many closely set horizontal lines cover the body and the neck is decorated with upwards 

pointing crosshatched triangles254. In EPC the neck grows taller and slender and the outline of the body is 

more strait. The handle has become notably broader and is now often decorated with a snake ornament. The 

decoration on the body developed towards a multivariate use of geometric decoration combined with floral 

ornaments, snakes, birds, swastika etc. In many cases, triangles on the shoulder are retained from the MG II 

period but are now upwards pointing finely cross hatched. The tall neck is lavishly decorated with bands of 

cross hatched lozenges, meanders, birds etc., separated by horizontal lines 255. This type of EPC lekythos is 

not found on the Timpone della Motta nor anywhere else in the Sibaritide. 

 

Small sized subgeometric conical lekythoi. In the later part of EPC around 700 BC a simpler decorated 

subgeometric type appeared. This version was widely circulated in Greece, where especially the sanctuaries 

of Athena Akraia and Limenaia at Perachora received a large number and in Italy, where they are found in 

notably high numbers on the Timpone della Motta. I have noted a total of 81 vessels with “type-batching” in 

the range of 2-8. The type is here represented with the following cat. nos. 88, 89, 90, 91 & 92 256. Amyx has 

pointed out that finds of conical lekythoi in general seems to be concentrated to sanctuaries whereas they 

rarely occur in funeral or habitation contexts257.  The shape is often of small or miniaturised size with the 

height ranging between c. 4 and 10 centimetres.  The shape undergoes very little development. There is a 

general tendency, on the earlier pieces, towards a broad neck at the attachment with the body, which rappers 

towards the top. The transition from neck to body is slightly curving and the wall is slightly convex. On later 

vessels the neck is strait and there is a clear angle between neck and body and the wall becomes straiter. 

However, as pointed out by Payne there are frequent overlaps in this schema and it is therefore not possible 

to place individual pieces precisely within the sequence of development. Payne did therefore not attempt to 

date the lekythoi very precisely in his publication on the material from Perachora258. For the sub-geometric 

lekythoi from the Timpone della Motta the typological and stylistically dating indications seem to be even 

worse. Whereas the vessels from Perachora did show some variation in decoration, the Francavilla pieces all 

                                                 
253 Coldstream 1968, p. 97, pl. 17g & 18c. 
254 Ibid, p. 100-101, fig. 19d.  
255 Coldstream 1968, p. 107. pl. 21c, see also, Perachora II, pl. 9. nos. 208, 212, 213, 215. Pithekoussai I, p. 713-714, Tav. 251-252, 
sp 9/1-sp 9/5.     
256 Perachora II, pl. 9, nos. 209-211, pl. 10, nos. 222-235. For the Timpone della Motta see also Johansen 1994, p. 127-129, nos. 68-
72. Kleibrink 1996, p. 202, no. 3.41, Stoop 1988, p. 83, fig. 28 & 29. a series of similar lekythoi are likewise found in the Bern/Getty 
material, unpublished, Ba 3344, Ba2654, Ba3348, Ba1890, Ba2623, Ba2604, Ba2610. Of other finds in Italy can be mentioned, 
Cavagnera 1995, p. 880-883, fig. 10, 11 & 14 (Incoronata), Berlingò 1984, p. 419, fig. 2 (Policoro),  CVA Gela I, tav. 1.3. Lo Porto 
1964, fig. 44.3 & 45.3 (Satyrion), Pelagatti 1982, tav. XX, nos. 1-16 (Syracusa, tempio ionico), VC, pl. XVIII.5 (Syracusa), Pl. 
XVIII.6 (Cumae).  
257 Amyx 1988, p. 486.  
258 Perachora II, p. 35,  
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have a simple and rather homogenous decoration, which in most cases has been applied in a careless manner. 

Thin closely set horizontal lines cover the lower part where rays are sometimes found. The shoulder is 

sometimes decorated with hastily applied strokes or downwards pointing rays. The neck can be fully covered 

by horizontal lines or a combination of lines and vertical wavy lines or strokes. A few specimens have a 

chequered frieze at the upper part of the body, which indicates that they date to MPC or later. For the 

remaining lekythoi a general date to the first half of the 7th century BC seems to be the best obtainable from a 

typological and stylistically point of view259. 

 

Normal size subgeometric conical lekythoi. This version is also frequently found on the Timpone della 

Motta. However, the full height is not preserved on any, ( cat. nos. 93, 94 ). Fragments from 38 individual 

vessels are recorded. Type-batching occurs in the range of 3-7. The normal sized lekythoi are generally well 

executed, which is in clear contrast to the smaller counterparts described above. The decoration is in sub-

geometric again leaving little ground for a precise dating of the individual pieces. The problem of dating the 

sub-geometric lekythoi is illustrated by cat. no. 94. The body is decorated with horizontal lines broken by a 

band with groups of vertical wavy lines at the lower and upper part; 6 lekythoi from the Timpone della Motta 

are decorated according to this scheme. Lekythoi decorated in the same manner are the most frequently found 

sub-geometric lekythoi in Italy where identical looking vessels are attested at e.g. Syracusa, Mègara Hyblaea, 

Satyrion, Incoronata, and Sibari260. The best dating indications for the type derives from a context in 

Syracusa and a context in Corinth. In Syracusa fragments from a lekythos were excavated from a late 8th - 

early 7th century BC context. In Corinth a lekythos was found in the Anaploga well in an early LPC context. 

In both cases, there are no reason to suspect that the pieces are later “slip ins”261. The two contexts therefore 

give a very broad dating horizon for the type between late EPC and early LPC. I have therefore applied a 

general date to the first half of the 7th century BC for both the small and “normal sized” lekythoi.     

              

Lekythoi with black figure decoration. The majority of the proto-Corinthian pottery from the Timpone della 

Motta is either decorated in subgeometric or silhouette style. Lekythoi with black figure decoration are 

however also found. Fragments from 34 individual vessels are known from the excavation and type-batching 

rages from 2 to 8262. Most of them date to MPC II and a few can be ascribed to LPC.  Cat. no. 95 is an almost 

intact example. It is decorated in the manner of the Hound Painter and dates to the MPG II period. The 

fragment cat. no. 96 is decorated in the same way. Another seven similar lekythoi from the Timpone della 

                                                 
259 For the lekythoi with chequered frieze see, Kleibrink 1996, p. 202, fig. 3.41 and Johansen 1994, p. 129, no. 71. 
260 Pelagatti 1982, pl. XX, nos. 14,15 (Syracusa), Mègara Hyblaea 2, pl. 28, no. 2, Lo Porto 1964, fig. 44, no. 5 (Satyrion), Caifaloni 
1986, p. 126, no. 56 (Incoronata), Sibari III, p, 120, no. 284. 
261 Compare, Corinth VII,3, pl. 63, no. An 233, with, Pelagatti 1982, pl. XX, nos. 14,15.      
262 I have included the vessels from the Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek and the Bern/Getty material referred to in the note below. 
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Motta are known from various collections 263. Cat. no. 97 is another example of one of the few LPC black 

figure lekythoi from the excavations. The style is close to that of the head-in-air painter and Confronted 

Griffin Painter264.   

 

Black polychrome lekythoi. 

Fragments from 71 Black polychrome lekythoi have been found in the excavation. 24 are normal sized and 

47 are small sized (cat. nos. 99, 100, 101 & 102). “Type batching” is in the range of 2-7. I am here treating 

them together since there is no difference in decoration. The type developed in LPC and continued to be in 

production in the MC period although becoming low and bulgy by the beginning of the EC period. The 

pieces from the excavation are tall and well thrown and date to the LPC-TC period. The type is normally 

completely monochrome with a few applied white and red lines. Tongues are normally incised around the 

neck265.      

 

Schema 14. Conical lekythoi. 
 

Type Date Quantity Type batching Distribution 
Small sized 
subgeometric 
conical 
lekythoi Ca. 700 BC-LPC 81 2-8  - 
Normal sized 
subgeometric 
conical 
lekythoi. Ca. 700 BC-LPC 38 3-7 Sibari, Incoronata 
Lekythoi with 
black figure 
decoration MPCII-LPC 34 2-8 - 
Small sized 
“black 
lekythoi” LPC-TR 24 2-4 - 
Normal sized  
“black 
lekythoi” LPC-TR 47 2-7 - 
 
  

Aryballoi (schema 15) 

Because of the small and compact shape, the aryballoi represent the largest group of complete vessels 

whereas only few fragments have been found. A total of 97 aryballoi are represented in the material dating to 

the period c. 675-620 BC. 30 belong to the MPC period before 650 BC. Most of the pieces are individual but 

                                                 
263 On the Hound Painter see, Amyx 1988, 26-28, Benson 1989, 46-48. Further four lekythoi, related to the same painter are in the Ny 
Carlsberg Glyptotek, Johansen 1994. p. 132-134. nos. 75-78. Three lekythoi are among the Bern material. Unpublished ( Ba 1, Ba 13, 
Ba 1286). 
264 On the painters see, Amyx 1988, p. 284, Benson 1989, 63-64, 66. A further fragment was found in the Stoop excavation, Stoop 
1988, p. 83, no. 4, fig. 30.  
265 Close parallels are found at Corinth, Corinth VII.2, pl. 62, no. AN 53, “beginning of EC”. Corinth XV.3, pl. 62, nos 1513-1515, 
EC, Corinth VII.1, pl. 28, no. 200. se also, Perachora II, pl. 10, no. 2185.   
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“type-batching” appears on few occasions in the range of 2-3. 67 aryballoi belong to the LPC and TR period 

after 650 BC and here the type-batching is very frequent and appears in the range of 2-6. The majority of the 

aryballoi are decorated in a simple manner. Two general types can be distinguished. 1) aryballoi mostly of 

ovoid shape decorated in a linear style with or without a figure frieze in silhouette or sometimes in a 

primitive black figure technique. 2) aryballoi mostly of pointed shape or flat bottomed decorated with scales 

or checkered friezes. Cat. no. 103 is the earliest aryballos known from the Timpone della Motta. It has a 

conical body and the decoration, notably the crosshatched triangles on the shoulder, reflects the decoration 

scheme of the previous globular aryballoi of the EPC period. C.W.Neeft has suggested that, in the case of 

the conical aryballoi, the taller specimens should be dated later than lower ones. In the case of cat. no. 103 

this would mean a date around 675-665 BC266. Cat. no. 104 is more or less contemporary with cat. no. 103. 

The decoration consists of chasing dogs, which was a dominating schema on Corinthian ovoid aryballoi. The 

decoration and the manner, in which the dogs are drawn are similar to the Massapia Type as defined by C.W. 

Neeft and dated to 675-650 BC267. Chasing dogs also appear on the slightly later cat. nos. 105 and 106 dating 

to ca. 650-640 BC. The two aryballoi are almost identical. The dimensions and shape are the same down to 

the point that the handles on both aryballoi are unusually thin and pointed and at the same time slightly 

superimposed on the mouth plate. The decoration sequence is also the same. In fact, the only variation seems 

to be the position of a spiral hook in the figure frieze. The dogs ( or lions ? ) have the same characteristic 

compact bodies and over dimensioned heads. The close correspondence between the two aryballoi suggests 

that they are from the same hand. C.W. Neeft has ascribed similarly decorated aryballoi to the so-called 

Madonnelle Painter named after the Madonnelle necropolis at Siris. Cat. nos. 105 and 106 can also be 

ascribed to this painter268. Cat. nos. 107 and 108 belong to the group of the so-called Arkades Painter, dated 

to 650-630 BC. The dogs or lions in the figure fries are drawn in a simple, and for the workshop very 

characteristic, black figure technique269. Cat. nos. 109 and 110 are the end of the aryballoi sequence attested 

in the excavated material. They are both decorated with incised scales and date to the TR period270.  

From elsewhere in the Sibaritide two LPC aryballoi are known from the sanctuary at Cozzo Michelicchio 

and La Gèniere mentions an aryballos from the necropolis at Amendolara271 At Incoronata a series of 

aryballoi have been excavated, of which some are slightly earlier than the earliest aryballoi from the 

Timpone della Motta.   

 
 

                                                 
266 Neeft 1987, p. 98, List XLVI subgroup A. another aryballos with identical decoration is among the Bern/Getty material. The find 
number is unknown to me. 
267 Ibid, p. 178-79, List LXXVII subgroup B, Massapia Type 
268 Ibid, p. 158-159, List LXVII, Madonnelle Painter, nr. 1 and 2 from the same grave at Madonelle. 
269 Ibid, p. 176, List LXXV, Arkades Painter. A further aryballos by the same painter was returned from the Paul Getty Museum, 
Greek Vases in the Getty Museum, IV. no 3, fig. 3. 
270 For AC16A.2/1, see,  Neeft 1987, p. 289, List CXV, subgroup A. For AC16.17, see, Ibid p. 286, List CXIV type 2, subgroup g. 
271 Pace 2005, tav. IIa-b,  La Geniere 1980 ,p 318 note 3, (the aryballos is on show in the museum at Amendolara and dates to the 
TR period) 
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Schema 15. Aryballoi 
 
Type Date Quantity Type batching Distribution 
Aryballoi MPC-LPC 30 2-3  Incoronata 

Aryballoi LPC-TR 67 2-6 

Amendolara, 
Cozzo 
Michelicchio, 
Incoronata, Siris 

 

 

Pyxides (schema 16) 

 

EPC globular pyxides. 

Globular pyxides are represented at the Timpone della Motta by two specimens. These are of the same type 

as the pyxis from tomb T8 at the Macchiabate necropolis, although panels with birds are not preserved272. 

Parallels are known from Corinth, Ithaka, Syracusa, Naxos, Vaste273. Cat. no. 111 has a close parallel at 

Corinth and cat. no. 112 can be compared to a similarly decorated vessel from Ithaka274. The type is normally 

dated between LG and the very beginning of EPC. In Francavilla this is confirmed by the find of a  globular 

pyxides together with a LG hemispherical kotyle in the mentioned grave 8 at the Macchiabate necropolis and 

the find of cat. no. 111 in the same context as a semi complete Thapsos skyphos with panel (cat no 58.)275. I 

have, based on the contextual information, ascribed the pyxis from the Macchiabate necropolis to the pre-

Sybaris material and the two pyxides from the excavation to the post-Sybaris material but acknowledge that 

they could be earlier.  

 

Sub-geometric pyxides. 

Various Corinthian pyxides shapes are found on the Timpone della Motta but two types are by far 

predominant and they have here been selected for the presentation. The two types are the strait or concave 

pyxis and the powder pyxides. 

The pyxis bodies are thin walled and therefore rarely completely preserved. The lids on the other hand are 

well preserved. This has naturally resulted in a situation where there are few preserved pyxis bodies 

compared with the hundreds of preserved lids. Stoop observed this pattern and suggested that the lids could 

have been dedicated separately as a sanctuary pars pro toto 276. Large differences between preserved pyxis 

bodies and lids have also been noted at the Argivian Heraion and Perachora. In respect to both sites 

                                                 
272 Zancani Montuoro 1980-82, p. 34, fig. 13. 
273 Corinth XV.3, p. 43, no. 160, pl. 9. fig, 160 a & b, Heurtley & Robertson 1948, p. 25-26, pl. 3 & 5 (Ithaka), Pelagatti 1982, p. 
131, tav. XIV, figg. 1-3 (Syracusa), ibid, p. 145, tav. XXXII, fig. 1-2 (Naxos), D´Andria 1994, fig 22 (Vaste) 
274 Corinth XV.3, p. 43, no. 160, pl. 9. fig, 160 a & b. Heurtley & Robertson 1948, p. 25, pl. 5, no 69. see also, Corinth VII.1, p. 35, 
no. 103, pl. 15 and Pfaff  1999, p. 85, no. 42 (Corinth). 
275 An identical lid is found on Ithaca, Benton 1953 , p. 300, no. 825,  pl. 50. 
276 Stoop 1988, p. 89 
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Dunbabin has argued that it is unlikely that lids would have been an individual object of dedication277. The 

question is obviously important for the understanding of the reception of the pottery in the sanctuary on the 

Timpone della Motta and I have therefore made an account, which has partly turned out in favour of 

Dunbabin`s view. In the case of pyxis type 2 (below) the body fragments have been carefully studied and an 

estimation of the total number of vessels represented is c. 60. At the same time the number of complete and 

semi complete pyxis lids represent 71 individual specimens. Although the lids are still dominating, the 

amount of pyxis bodies indicates that lids and bodies probably were dedicated together278. Furthermore, from 

a ritual point of view, the dedication of lids as individual votives would be opposed to normal practise in the 

sanctuary, where dedicated vessels at least have a symbolic practical function. In that light, it is difficult to 

imagine that the lids could have had a inhered ritual functionality. If holes were present on the lids they 

could have been attached to walls as “votive shields”. That is however not the case.           

 

Pyxides with strait or concave wall. Given the fragmentary state of the pyxis bodies I have decided to focus 

on the lids. The account presented above showed that the number of lids approximately represent the number 

of fragmentary bodies and I have therefore found it reliable to focus on the numbers of lids and only use a 

limited number of pyxis bodies to illustrate their decoration and shape.  

Type 1 and 2 below are stylistically homogenous types.  

Type 3 belongs to the end of MPC-LPC period and has been selected to represent the general shape and 

decoration of large amount of pyxides from this period, which have been found at the Timpone della Motta. 

All are decorated with a combination of rays, bands, lines and chequered friezes. I have divided these lids 

into 9 different types based on the decoration. Type 3 accounts for the majority. The remaining 8 types have 

been included under one post in the schema at the end of this section..  

 

Pyxis type 1. Mainly monochrome pyxis type with strait wall and flat lid. ( Cat. nos. 113, 114, 115 ). The  

pyxis wall and lid are monochrome except for one or two thin reserved lines. 43 specimens are known from 

the excavation. The type batching is in the range of 2-8. The type seems to have been produced over a long 

period. Pyxides from the Potters Quarter in Corinth are dated to the EPC period, in the Phaleron cemetery a 

pyxis was found in a MPC context and at Perachora similar pyxides are dated to the end of MPC II - 

beginning of LPC279.     

 

Pyxis type 2. ( Cat. nos. 116, 117 ). Pyxis with strait or slightly concave wall. The lid is flat or slightly 

convex. The body is decorated with thin horizontal lines and a row of strokes or sigmas on the upper part. 

                                                 
277 Perachora II, p. 75 
278 The counting of lids and bodies was done independently by two different students and the numbers was compared at the end. 
279 Corinth XV.3, tav. 9, fig, 179-175, tav. 10, fig. 182-183. Young 1942, 29, fig. 6.27.3 (Phaleron), Perachora II, tav. 40, nos. 954-
972. On the development of the Proto-Corinthian pyxis see, Amyx 1988, p. 446-447, Perachora II, p. 103-110. 
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The lid is decorated with rays around the knob and lines towards the edge. 82 specimens were found in the 

excavation. Type batching is 2-14. The type seems to have been isolated to the MPC period 280. A type 2 

pyxis is known from Sybaris and another was found at Incoronata 281. 

 
Pyxis type 3. (Cat. nos. 118, 119 ). Pyxis with concave wall and convex lid. The decoration on the body 

consists of lines, a red band and chequered frieze. The same decoration is found on the lid in addition to rays 

around the knob. 93 vessels have been found in the excavation with a type batching range of 2-14. The type 

dates to the latest part of MPC to TR282. Fragments of the type have also been found in Sybaris and 

Incoronata283.  

 

Powder pyxides. 

This type consists of a cylinder shaped body and a fully over-fitting cylinder shaped cover. (Cat. nos. 120, 

121 ). The decoration normally consists of combinations of strait and wavy lines and chequered friezes. 64 

vessels have been found. Type batching is 2-9. The type appeared in the LPC period and continued to be 

produced in the 6th century BC. The ones from the excavation are of an early type, which are rather shallow 

and simply decorated284. Fragments of powder pyxides are attested from the Sybaris excavations285. 

 

Schema 16. Pyxides 
 

Type Date Quantity Type batching Distribution 
EPC globular 
pyxides. 

Early part of 
EPC  2  -   

Pyxis type 1 EPC-Early LPC 43 2-8  
Pyxis type 2 MPC 82 2-14 Sibari, Incoronata 
Pyxis type 3 Late MPC-TR 93 2-14 Sibari 
Pyxis types 
similar to type 
3 Late MPC-TR 323 2-17 Incoronata 
Powder 
pyxides LPC-TR 64 2-9 Sibari 
 

 

                                                 
280 Pithekoussai I, p. 383, grave 326 no. 1, pl. 123, together with MPC aryballoi. Knigge 2005, Tav. 43, fig. 3.14, grave 3 (MPC), 
Perachora II, p. 118. no. 1158. pl. 53 Se also a over-fitting lid from Incoronata found together with MPC pottery, Cavagnera 1995, 
p. 892, 894 no 30.   
281 Sibari II, no. 365. 356 Cavagnera 1995, fig. 29, dated to MPC II. 
282 Lo Porto 1964, p. 232, fig. 46 no.14, D’Andria 1975, p. 210, fig. 216, b, from Incoronata. Perachora II p.118, no. 1196, pl. 52, 
Young 1942. p. 40, no. 78.2, fig. 24,LPC grave at Phaleron. 
283 Sibari III, no, 104, 410. Sibari IV, no. 305, 306, 307, Cavagnera 1995, fig. 31. 
284 Clara Rhodos III, p. 46, fig.33.3, late 7th  century BC. Young 1942, p. 40. , fig 22, no. 71.2c, Lawrence 1964, p. 96, no. E24-26, pl. 
19 in a EC-MC context. Dehl 1995, p. 195-196, no. 1242, pl. 34, MC-LC. For the type in general see, Hopper 1949, p. 216-217 and 
Amyx 1988, p. 456, with further references.  
285 Sibari II, no. 358, Sibari III, 276, 395, 399, 445 
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Broad-bottomed oinochoai (schema 17). 

The type is lidded and has a broad mouth and a very short neck ( cat. nos. 122, 123, 124 ). The excavated 

type is normally sub-geometric in style but on occasion, a black figure frieze is also found on the neck. Only 

one vessel has survived intact, the rest are very fragmented. A number of lids have however been preserved. 

Assuming that the lids also in this case represent individual oinochoai I have counted a total number of 32 

vessels from the excavation. The type batching is in the range of 2-6. I know of no comparative contexts 

outside Francavilla were similar broad-bottomed oinochoai have been found together with EPC material. In 

Francavilla, the close similarity between purely sub geometric oinochoai and those with an additional black 

figure frieze indicates that they should be contemporary with the MPC-LPC period. A single broad bottomed 

oinochoe was found in grave U9 at the Macchiabate necropolis286. Outside the Timpone della Motta, similar 

vessels have been found at Incoronata287.  

 
Schema 17. Broad-bottom oinochoai. 

 
Type Date Quantity Type batching Distribution 
Broad-
bottomed 
oinichoai MPC-LPC  32  2-6  Incoronata 
 

 

Bird oinochoai (schema 18). 

The earliest imported East Greek pottery in the sanctuary are the late Geometric/early Orientalizing bird 

oinochoai. Søren Handberg has studied the East-Greek pottery including this type. Seventy-two fragments, 

some of which clearly belong to the same vessel represent this group. J.N. Coldstream categorized this type 

within the second stage of the Bird-Kotyle workshop, with which it is closely connected288. Coldstream 

proposed a terminus ante quem in the EPC period for the Bird-Kotyle workshop and evidence from Samos 

and recent finds in Ephesos show that at least the shape continued until the end of the first quarter of the 7th 

century289.  

The shape is characterised by a bi-conical body and a flaring round-mouthed neck, which was the preferred 

type in the first half of the 7th century and all the oinochai from Timpone della Motta are of this type. The 

decoration on the neck is divided into an upper zone with an undulating band and a lower zone with a row of 

Zs. This pattern is repeated on all the neck fragments. The shoulder is divided into fields separated by 

vertical lines. The fields are decorated with a variety of geometric ornaments and at least one of the fields 

                                                 
286 Zancani Montuoro 1977-79, p. 61, no. 4, tav. XXXVII 
287 The Francavilla oinochoe is not included here but is published in, Kleibrink & Jacobsen 2004, p. 12, fig. 13a-b. For the parallels 
from Incoronata see, Cavagnera 1995, fig. 25. 
288 Coldstream 1968, p. 278, 286-287. 
289 Kerschner 2003, 55-57. 
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has a bird with outlined and hatched or cross-hatched body. On two of the oinochai, cat. nos. 125, 126, the 

decoration is more elaborate containing e.g. outlined lozenges with alternating blank and cross-hatched 

squares, meander trees and zigzag lines. The decoration in the fields on all the other shoulder fragments is 

less elaborate and consists of simple star ornaments and crosshatched triangles. Apart from cat. nos. 125, 

126, the bird is preserved on five other shoulder fragments (cat. nos. 127, 128, 129, 130, 131), but in contrast 

to cat. nos. 125 & 126, their bodies are only hatched one way. The motif and style on the five bird fragments 

are so similar, that they could be regarded as the product of a single workshop. Type batching is however not 

observed. Bird oinochoai have also been attested in Sybaris and at Incoronata290. 

 
Schema 18. Bird oinochoai 
 
Type Date Quantity Type batching Distribution 
Bird 
oinochoai EPC period  10  - 

 Incoronata, 
Sybaris 

 
 
Kalathoi (schema 19). 

In the Proto Corinthian period, this type existed in an open walled and closed form. Gloria Paola Mittica has 

studied the kalathoi from Francavilla Marittima and a preliminary rapport has been published291. I shall 

therefore only briefly summarise the study. A total of 22 open walled kalathoi are among the material. They 

are all very fragmented but the bases are normally preserved. Type-batching cannot be evaluated since a 

reconstruction of the upper part of the vessels has been possible in only very few cases. The open walled 

kalathoi are in general similar to specimens from Perachora where they are dated to 7th century BC (cat. nos. 

132, 133 & 134 )292. 5 closed walled kalathoi are also among the material. These have a rather simple 

decoration consisting of groups of thin horizontal lines. Similar kalathoi are known from Syracuse as well as 

Perachora where they in general are dated to the MPC-LPC/TR period293.            

 

Schema 19. Kalathoi 
 
 
 
Type Date Quantity Type batching 
Open walled 
kalathoi MPC-LPC 22 Not recorded  
Closed walled 
kalathoi MPC-LPC 5 5 

                                                 
290 Sibari II, p. 179, n. 378, fig. 188, Sibari V, p. 122, n. 173, fig. 106, the latter is published as local. Incoronata IV, pp. 49-50, fig. 
52a-b  
291 Mittica 2006, pp. 9-20.  
292 Perachora II, pl. 36. 
293 Pelagatti 1982, fig. 39, nos. 6-13, Perachora II, pl. 35, e.g nos. 784, 785. A few fragments have been published by Stoop, Stoop 
1988, p. 92, nos. 3-7, fig. 73. 
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6.4. Greek inspired matt-painted imports from Basilicata.  

I shall here include a minor group of 24 fragments from matt-painted vessels imported from Basilicata (cat. 

nos. 135-158). The group is treated here because they, as the Greek pottery, are clearly recognisable as 

import pieces. It is a modest group which currently counts 82 fragments probably belonging to c. 50 small 

individual handmade vessels294. Clay and decoration can easily be distinguished from that of the matt-painted 

pottery of the Sibaritide. The clay is very pale sometimes bordering to white and has many inclusions of gold 

mica. The pale colour as well as the very frequent inclusions of gold mica are characteristics, which do not 

occur in the clay of the local matt-painted pottery in Francavilla Marittima or any other types of local pottery 

for that matter (the mica in the local clay has a clear silver shine). It is therefore clear that the group was not 

produced locally. The decoration is predominately in monochrome but a few bi-chrome pieces have been 

attested. The group can best be compared with material of the so-called Bradano Middle and Late Geometric 

style, which was concentrated in the area between Basilicata and Puglia where it is attested at sites such as 

Gravina di Puglia, Matera S. Nicola, Cozzo Presepe and Incoronata295. The style is clearly inspired by Greek 

pottery and incorporates decorative elements, such as meanders. In the Incoronata material this can for 

instance be seen on a matt-painted fragment with a meander-tree, which corresponds to an identical one 

found on a Rhodian oinochoe from the same site. The craftsmanship on these vessels is in general very high 

although they are not wheel thrown the wall has on occasion been worked surprisingly thin. The decoration 

is complex and balanced and applied with a very skilled and controlled “hand”. According to D. Yntema the 

Bradano style appeared in the third quarter of the 8th century BC. This is in good accordance with the 

material in the Sibaritide where e.g. the meander-tree on cat. no. 150 indicates a date as late as the first 

quarter of the 7th century BC and in the Sybaris excavations so-called “Iapygian” fragments were found ( 

chapter 2 ) The lower date therefore securely falls after the foundation of Sybaris. I have however not been 

able to ascribe a secure pre-Sybaris date to any of the fragments. D. Yntema has identified a matt-painted 

fragment from the Stoop excavation as an import from Basilicata .  He date the fragment to the last three 

quarters of the 8th century BC, which at least in this isolated case leaves the possibility open for a pre-Sybaris 

influx of matt-painted pottery from Incoronata 296. The presence of this group in Francavilla Marittima is 

obviously interesting since it shows that there was a form of contact with the indigenous centre of Incoronata 

Indigena. The two possible Oinotrian-Euboean skyphoi fragments from Incoronata Indigina (schema 8) could  

indicate that a two way exchange of pottery took place although mostly in favour of the Timpone della 

Motta. In respect to the circulation of matt-painted pottery in southern Italy D. Yntema has noted that “ high-

                                                 
294 Kleibrink fortcoming. 
295 Yntema 1990, p. 144, on the Bradano style. For the finds from various sites see, Small 1976, (Gravina), Canosa 1986 (Matera S. 
Nicola), Small 1983, pp. 285-311 (Cozzo Presepe), Castoldi 2006 (Incoronata) 
296 Yntema 1985, p. 22, fig. 2.7. 
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quality pieces of the Tenda class are likely to have played a role in regional and interregional exchange “, 

since these type of vessels produced in Basilicata are known from North Apulia, Campania and Southern 

Etruria297. The fragments presented above derive from small shapes but in both technical and stylistic sense 

they fully qualify as “high-quality pieces”.       

 
 
   

6.5. General observations on the Greek pottery from the Timpone della Motta and in the Sibaritide after 

the foundation of Sybaris  

 

The presentation above has illustrated that the Greek pottery, which can be securely dated in the EPC period 

forms a very small group at the Timpone della Motta as well as on all other sites in the Sibaritide including 

Sybaris itself. A number of groups like kotyle type 4, skyphos type 2, small and normal sized conical lekythoi 

and Pyxis type 1 could potentially belong to the EPC period. These are, as described above, all sub-

Geometric series and cannot - based on shape or decoration - be dated more precisely than the first half of 

the 7th century BC and on occasion also later. The fragmented condition of the Timpone della Motta material 

enhances the problem further. The contextual information and overall chronological distribution within the 

sanctuary therefore has to be taken into consideration in order to establish a narrower dating. 

 

6.5.1 Contextual evidence 

Excavation context AC16A.22 shows that there is a chronological difference between pottery from the EPC-

MPC I period and the vast majority of the sub-Geometric pottery (schema 21). AC16A.22 can be dated to the 

EPC-MPC I period (later part of Building Vc) based on a small group of Corinthian fragments that were 

found in this layer (cat. nos. 67 & 159). Besides a single rim fragment from a sub-Geometric kotyle no other 

similar material was found in the context. Instead, fragments from local impasto, matt-painted and “colonial 

ware” shapes where frequently found together with a small group of fragments belonging to matt painted 

vessels from Incoronata (for the latter see chapter 7). The material composition of this context strongly 

indicates that Corinthian sub-Geometric pottery was not present in large amounts in the sanctuary in the 

period before MPC II. This is also confirmed by the contexts, in which sub-Geometric Corinthian pottery 

actually was found. AC16A.18 contained an extensive accumulation of votive material dating to the period 

between 680 and 620 BC. The upper and lower dates of the context are well defined through a series of 

proto-Corinthian aryballoi and other well-datable finds298. The same context also contained a large number 

of fragments from kotyle type 4, skyphos type 2, small and normal sized conical lekythoi and Pyxis type 1. 

                                                 
297 Ibid, p. 22. 
298 Kleibrink, Jacobsen & Handberg 2004. 
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The contextual information therefore supports a date after 680 BC for the majority of the sub-Geometric 

vessels.  

A similar pattern can be observed in the overall chronological distribution in the sanctuary. In the various 

schemas above a type-batching value has been given for each type. Type-batching does occur in all groups 

except for the types, which can only be dated to the EPC period. If the sub-Geometric types are ignored for a 

minute it is evident that type-batching only appears on the Timpone della Motta together with types that can 

be dated in the MPC period at the earliest. This was observed in the case of Kotyle type 5, skyphoi type 3, 

Aryballoi, Pyxis type 2 and Lekythoi with black figure decoration. It therefore seems reasonable to apply the 

distribution pattern of the more well dated types to the less well dated ones also. This would mean that type-

batching indicates an upper date no earlier than the MPC period. 

 In the rest of the Sibaritide and Incoronata the distribution of Greek pottery is in accordance with the 

situation on the Timpone della Motta. The earliest recipients of Greek pottery are Sybaris, Incoronata and the 

Timpone della Motta. At all three sites EPC pottery and contemporary East Greek bird oinochoai have been 

found but the amounts are, as shown, very limited. Apart from the Thapsos skyphoi, which have not been 

found at Incoronata, the material from the three sites is much the same. It is however noteworthy that a series 

of aryballoi have been found at Incoronata, which slightly pre-dates the earliest at the Timpone della Motta. 

Matt-painted pottery from Basilicata is a further point in common between the three sites. As described, this 

type of pottery was found in Sybaris as well as on the Timpone della Motta. In Sybaris it occurs in contexts 

together with the earliest Greek pottery from the site and in Francavilla it was found in the context 

AC16A.22 in association with pottery from the EPC/MPC I period299. The close similarity in Greek pottery 

from the three sites as well as the finds of matt-painted pottery from Incoronata shows that both types of 

pottery were circulating in the Sibaritide and south-western Basilicata in the first two decades of the 7th 

century BC. Amendolara should also be included as an early recipient of Greek pottery since a Thapsos 

skyphos without panel was found in grave 105. It is however the only piece of EPC pottery from the site. The 

rest of the Amendolara material, which has normally been ascribed to the first half of the 7th century consists 

of sub-Geometric Corinthian vessels mainly skyphoi type 3 and a single kotyle type 4 but they are few and 

can, like in Francavilla, only be dated broadly to the first half of the 7th century. The indication that the 

majority of sub-Geometric Greek pottery in the Timpone della Motta probably should be attributed the 

period after 680 BC makes one suspect that the same is the case in Amendolara. In regards to the influx of 

pottery to the Timpone della Motta it can therefore be concluded that there is only a sporadic presence of 

Greek pottery from 720 to 680 BC. The same pattern of distribution is visible at the other sides in the 

Sibaritide and in Sybaris itself.  

 

                                                 
299 E.g. Sibari IV, p.135, fig 97, p. 109. 
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6.6. Observations on potential influx lines for Greek pottery after the foundation of Sybaris. 

In the period between 720-680 BC Greek pottery could have arrived on the Timpone della Motta through at 

least three different channels. Sybaris itself is an obvious possibility supported by the few finds of possible 

EPC Achaean kanthariskoi  mentioned above. The presence of imported matt-painted pottery of the Bradano 

style indicates that Greek pottery could have arrived in the Sibaritide via the indigenous settlements at 

Incoronata. As mentioned in chapter 1, Orlandini has argued that Greek pottery probably arrived at 

Incoronata via contacts with the Iapyigian groups in the Southern Salento in the period from MG II to Late 

EPC. The Incoronata material shows direct evidence for such connection since matt-painted pottery from the 

Salento area has been found at the site300. Given the fact that matt-painted pottery of the Bradano class 

arrived in Francavilla via Basilicata one naturally has to consider whether some Greek pottery (originally 

from the Salento) arrived through the same connection.  

While the idea cannot be proven, it can at least be pointed out that there are many similarities between the 

EPC material in Incoronata and in Francavilla301. That Bradano class pottery has been found in Sybaris itself 

could also indicate that Greek pottery arrived in Sybaris via Incoronata. It could of course also mean that 

Greek pottery arrived in Incoronata via Sybaris.  

 

The third possibility is that Greek pottery could have arrived in the Sibaritide via the already established 

connections to Campania, which I have argued for the earlier period. As illustrated in chapter 4, the Greek 

style production in Francavilla Marittima had close ties to Campania until it came to an end around 690 BC 

Based on that I have suggested that pre-Sybaris Greek pottery could have arrived via Campania as the result 

of a general circulation of “potters and people”. The same could obviously also have been taking place in the 

period after the foundation of Sybaris 

 The three described possibilities are fully plausible and based directly on observations on the excavated 

archaeological material.  

 

6.7. Conclusion on chapter 6 

 
In regards to the period between 720-680 BC, it can be concluded that various types of evidence indicate that 

Greek and native pottery was circulating independently between indigenous sites and also between 

indigenous sites and Sybaris. At the same time the circulation of “potters and people” continued, which is 

also likely to have cause the appearance of some Greek pottery. 

                                                 
300 Orlandini 2000, Castoldi 2006, p. 99. 
301 Whether any matt-painted pottery from the Salento area is among the Francavilla material is uncertain since I have only had 
limited time to examine the matt-painted material from the Timpone della Motta.  It is however clear that several fabric groups in the 
matt-painted pottery are different from the majority of the excavated material, which could indicate that they are imports either from 
elsewhere in the Sibaritide or from outside.  



 93

 In conclusion: Greek pottery in the Sibaritide dating prior to 680 BC can therefore not categorically be 

regarded as having derived via Sybaris.  

 

In the period 680 - 650 BC the situation changed. The quantity of Greek pottery increased rapidly and it now 

reached more sites in the Sibaritide including Torre Mordillo, Cozzo Michelicchio and  San Mauro di 

Corigliano but the amounts are small at all sites except for Francavilla and Sybaris. The noted type-batching 

in the Timpone della Motta material suggests that the Corinthian pottery was transported to the Timpone 

della Motta in batches, which probably were intended for ritual purposes alone. The latter is surely the case 

of the Corinthian kalathoi and, as I have argued above, probably also for the miniatures belonging to kotyle 

type 6 .  

     In regards to influx of pottery to the Sibaritide much indicates that Sybaris was the all dominant factor. 

The amounts of pottery together with the appearance of specific ritual types must have demanded a direct 

Sybaritic source. While, in the previous period Greek pottery was likely to have been exchanged and 

redistributed amongst indigenous groups, it is hard to imagine that the amounts and types of Greek pottery, 

which were dedicated at the Timpone della Motta after 680 BC would have circulated inside indigenous 

networks. Furthermore, the excavated material does not directly reflect any exchange of indigenous pottery 

as it did earlier. We cannot surely date any of the matt painted Bradano class imports to after 680 BC, maybe 

naturally since by 680 BC the situation had changed in Incoronata “Indigina” where the indigenous 

settlement had been replaced by a Greek dominated settlement. This new settlement of Incoronata “Greca” 

had its own and stylistically very characteristic pottery production, which among others was specialised in 

large open forms such as craters and dinoi302. None of these “new” Incoronata produced types could be 

attested among the pottery from the excavation at the Timpone della Motta although e.g. craters were used in 

the sanctuary and one might therefore have suspected to find fragments from at least a few if the contact to 

Incoronata had continued. The absence of this particular material, therefore suggests that, the contact 

between the Sibaritide and Incoronata had come to an end. The same seems to be the case for the contact to 

Campania, since I have not been able to trace any link between the local pottery production in Francavilla 

and pottery productions in Campania after 680BC.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
302 On the latest account of the Incoronata productions see, Denti 2000. 
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Date schemas for chapter 6     

  

Schema 21 

PHASE ITALO-GEOMETRIC MATT PAINTED GREEK OTHERS 

Building 
Vc.  
700-680 
BC  

AC16A.22.511g wall 
fragment of open vessel 
with aC  
16A.22.1g+2g+3g 
Rounded closed vessel;  
AC16A.22.4g skyphos 
wall;  
 

 Frequent finds. Fragments from 
more that 30 individual vessels. 
 
Fringe Style, 
Miniature Style with humans and 
birds, 
Local bi-chrome style. 
The Bern/Getty vase. 

 Late EPC/MPC I 
Corinthian. 

 16a.22.34xx, 
Incoronata Matt-
painted 
 
Sub-Thapsos 
skyphos 
 
Filetti type 1 
 
Fragments of large 
“colonial style” 
crater 
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Chapter 7. The appearance of Oinotrian-“Colonial ware” on the Timpone della Motta c. 700 – 680 BC  

 
7.1. Introduction 

The, in Chapter 6, outlined influx of Greek pottery to the Timpone della Motta makes the sanctuary appear 

rather empty of Greek pottery in the period before 680 BC.  I have, together with Marianne Kleibrink and 

Søren Handberg, previously argued that the scarcity of Greek pottery in the beginning of the 7th century BC, 

could reflect a low degree of religious activity on the Timpone della Motta in this period. Our recent studies 

of the locally produced pottery from the 7th century BC have however balanced the picture, through the 

identification of locally produced imitations of EPC vessels and other groups of locally manufactured 

pottery, which can be ascribed to the period between 700-680 BC.   

 

7.2. Definition and approach 

 

The type of pottery treaded here is normally called “Colonial ware”.   

It is a rather fluent name, generally used for pottery assumed to have been produced in the Greek colonies or 

in a colonial dominated indigenous environment. The appearance of “colonial ware” in indigenous contexts 

is, in accordance with this assumption, regarded as an indirect result of the existence of a colonial city.303. 

In this thesis the term “Oinotrian”-colonial ware” has been applied because it will be argued that the 

appearance of this production was not a direct result of Sybaritic presence but rather a continuation of the 

well established local practise of producing “Greek style” pottery at the Timpone della Motta. That does 

however not mean that Sybaritic or other potters arriving from Sybaris could not have been a stimulative 

factor for the development that took place in the pottery production in Francavilla Marittima, in fact, it is like 

that they were. 

In the following an outline will be given of the local pottery productions in Francavilla Marittima in the time 

that lay partly before and after the here treated period of 700-680 BC. Next a group of locally produced 

Oinotrian-“colonial” pottery dating between 700-680 BC will be presented. At the end of the chapter the 

characteristics of the productions in this intermediate period will be discussed. In the final paragraph the 

observations on the “Oinotrian- “colonial ware” production will be compared with the influx of Greek 

pottery to the Timpone della Motta.     

 

7.3. From Oinotrian-Euboean to Oinotrian-“colonial ware”.   

Chapter 4 illustrated how Oinotrian-Euboean pottery was produced in Francavilla Marittima in the period 

from ca 780 to 690 BC. In regards to the 7th century BC a vast compilation of evidence for a pottery 
                                                 
303 The term “local” is also used but it remains unclear whether it means produced locally or just local in a general sense as an oppose 
to “Greek”.  For the Sibaritide see now, Tomay 2005,  
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production in connection to the Timpone della Motta can be noted. The thousands of hydriskai dedicated in 

the sanctuary in the 7th and 6th century BC logically already give a clear indication for a local based 

production. The same is the case for the hundreds of kernoi and probably also for many of the miniature 

vessels found in the sanctuary. A recent study has further strengthened the argument by identifying actual 

miss-fired fragments from various shapes among the material from the Timpone della Motta. The majority of 

the miss fired fragments are from hydriskai and kernoi and other shapes such as kanthariskoi. In respect to 

the current chapter it is of particular interesting to note that misfired fragments of the, below described, Sub-

EPC skyphoi also could be identified 304. Based on the total evidence there is sufficient proof to conclude that 

a large scale production of “colonial ware” pottery existed in the 7th century BC in relationship to the 

sanctuary on the Timpone della Motta 305.    

 

In Francavilla the date for the beginning of the large scale production of hydriskai and kernoi is difficult to 

deduce from the material itself. The vessels were mass produced without much variation and they are 

therefore difficult to date on typological or stylistically grounds. 

A tentative date may however be suggested based on their ritual characteristic: Both types are miniature 

vessels and the kernos is, in addition, a purely ritual vessels with no practical function. In Chapter 6 it was 

illustrated how Corinthian miniature vessels started to appear on the Timpone della Motta around 680 BC, 

since the local productions were clearly inspired by Greek pottery it seems reasonable to assume that it 

would have followed Greek vessels towards miniaturisation around the same time. 

In the following the focus will be set on the local pottery production in the period that went immediately 

before 680 BC in order to outline developments in shape, technique and source of inspiration. First, the 

material will be presented below and after that some general observations will be made.  

 

7.4. Oinotrian-“colonial ware” productions between c. 700 BC and 680 BC 

 

Sub Thapsos skyphoi. The type derives from the Corinthian skyphos of the Thapsos-group (cat. nos. 160-

163). Fragments of c. 64 individual vessels are recorded. The fabric is hard fired and the clay contains silver 

mica and calcareous inclusions, which on occasion have popped during firing causing holes in the exterior 

surface ( cat. no. 163 ). The standard Munsell reading is between 5 YR 5/6 – 5 YR 6/6 (cat. no. 163). The 

paint is very shiny, often moving towards a metallic appearance with a standard Munsell reading around 5 

YR 2.5/1 – 5 YR 3/2. The bowl is deep, set on a low foot with very little profile, the rim is short and fat with 

a very distinct profile. The decoration is drawn with thin lines.  

                                                 
304 Mittica, Handberg & Jacobsen 2007. 
305 A similar situation is attested at. Metaponto where a 6 th. century BC keramikos, produced vessels and terracotta figurines, to the 
nearby San Bagio sanctuary, Cracolici 2003. 
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The decoration of the Sub-Thapsos skyphoi is close to that of the genuine Corinthian Thapsos skyphoi. The 

upper part of the body is decorated with thin horizontal lines and a panel, normally with a row of sigmas or 

lozenges, is found in the handle zone. An interesting variation is found on cat. no. 163, where a horizontal 

chain with interspaced dots has been applied to the handle zone. This particular motive is not found in 

Corinthian Thapsos ware.    

  A few fragments from sub Thapsos skyphoi, excavated by Stoop, have been published  by L. Tomay, P. 

Munzi and M. Gentile, who date the fragments contemporary with the originals, meaning towards the end of 

the 8th century BC.306  According to traditional chronology this date makes sense, since imitation of Thapsos 

skyphoi e.g. are found in Pithekoussian graves from the last quarter of the 8th century BC 307. The date is 

however later for the Francavilla material as can be deduced from contextual information from the GIA 

excavation. Context AC16A.29 and AC22A.15 contained Thapsos and Oinotrian-Euboean pottery but no 

sub-Thapsos material was found in the contexts (schema 22 above and 6 below). Given the high amount of 

preserved sub-Thapsos fragments, it is hard to imagine that the lack is coincidental and therefore strongly 

indicates that there is a chronological difference between the Thapsos and sub-Thapsos pottery. I have 

therefore considered the contextual information as a terminus post quem of c. 700 BC. The precise 

chronological difference can be established by the chronological earliest context, in which sub-Thapsos is 

found. Context AC16A.22 (schema 21) was located on top of context AC16A.29 ( schema 22 ) dating to the 

last quarter of the 8th century BC. Context AC16A.22 is one of the few contexts found in the excavation, 

which belongs exclusively to the first decades of the 7th century BC. The date is obtained from the presence 

of a Corinthian kotyle type 3 and fragments from an oinochoe of the Cumae group (cat. nos. 67 & 159). In 

this context fragments from sub-Thapsos skyphoi were found. The absence of sub-Thapsos skyphoi in 

contexts from the last quarter of the 8th century BC and the presence of them in contexts from the first two 

decades of the 7th century BC therefore effectively shows that they were not produced until after 700 BC.  

 

Sub LG/EPC  globular pyxides.  

Form and decoration for this type derive from the globular Corinthian pyxis dating to the late LG and EPC 

period ( cat. nos. 164 –169 ). Fragments from at least 18 individual vessels have been found including 

fragments from a lid. The Corinthian proto-type has, as mentioned above, also been found at the Timpone 

della Motta and in T 8 at the Macchiabate necropolis (schema 16). The firing technique, clay and paint is 

identical to that of the sub-Thapsos skyphoi described above. The decoration is again very advanced and 

similar to the skyphoi above, all giving a clear indication that they were made in the same workshop. Shape 

                                                 
306 Tomay, Munzi  & Gentile 1996, pp. 213-215. 
307 Pithekoussai I, Tomba 323, number 2, pp. 375-377, Tomba 498, number 2, pp. 497-499, Tomba 705, number 2, pp. 676-677. All 
are dated here to EPC. 
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and decoration can be well understood since a complete globular pyxis has been preserved ( cat. no. 164 )308. 

Rim and lower part of the vessel are monochrome. In between that horizontal lines border a panel. In the 

panel, the central motive is a row of vertical sigmas. After that follow two lozenges with central dots, vertical 

bars and then a swastika. The decoration is the same on the remaining fragments of the type although the 

sequence of the decoration can differ. There is no direct contextual information to suggest a date for the type. 

However, no fragments from Sub-Geometric pyxides were found in AC16A.29 / AC22A.15 and I therefore 

find it reasonable also to apply and terminus post quem of c. 700 BC to this type. The many similarities with 

the sub-Thapsos skyphoi obviously strongly suggest that the globular pyxides were produced in the same 

period, meaning the first two decades of the 7th century BC.  

 

Sub-EPC skyphoi.  

The type is closely related to the proto-Corinthian series where the prototype is easily recognized in the EPC 

skyphoi type 1, which is also attested in Francavilla Marittima (FIGURE 8, schema 13)309. Fragments from 

72 individual vessels have been recorded but the work on this group is not finished and there might therefore 

very well be more fragments. Clay and firing techniques are similar to the sub-Thapsos skyphoi although 

there is more variation in the shine and colour of the paint. As mentioned above, misfired fragments from  

sub-EPC skyphoi have been found in the excavation. The skyphoi of this class are generally of very good 

quality, thin walled and finely shaped. The skyphos is a relatively small cup with a deep bowl set on a low 

foot with a very slight profile; the rim resembles that of the Thapsos skyphos profile; short and fat with the 

distinctive profile. The decoration of thin lines is concentrated on the rim and upper part of shoulder, but 

never extends further down the body like the Thapsos imitation class. Unique for this type is the applied 

white band just under the handle zone. In respect to the date of this type I have applied a terminus post quem 

of c. 700 BC based on the same reasons as described for the sub-Thapsos skyphoi. Fragments of the type 

have been found in AC16A.22, which shows that the type was in production in the first two decades of the 

7th century BC. The type might have continued beyond that but it is worth noticing that no example has 

survived intact, which is in contrast to the many complete “coppa a filetti” from the second and third quarter 

of the 7th century BC, which have been found in the excavation.   

 

7.5. From matt-painted to Oinotrian “colonial ware”  ? 

   

Some time around 700 BC matt-painted potters started to experiment with new production methods but 

maintained the use of the traditional a tenda motive. Cat. nos. 170 & 171 are here used to illustrate the 

                                                 
308 The vessels was unfortunately found in a context, which had been mixed in antiquity. Pers. Comm.. M. Kleibrink September 
2006.   
309 Petersen & Jacobsen 1999, Mittica, Handberg Jacobsen 2007.  
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situation310. All fragments are from large open vessel most likely e.g. craters and deinoi. Cat. no. 170 has a 

rather simple decoration consisting of an a tenda motive, on which the outer line is notably broad. The a 

tenda motive has close parallels in the matt-painted pottery found in Francavilla. Cat. no. 171 is decorated in 

a more complex manner; the decoration is bi-chrome and shows a combination between traditional native 

and Greek ornaments. The upper part of the fragment is divided in two by vertical bars. A cross hatched 

triangle, which has parallels in Ionian pottery, ( e.g. cat. no. 126) is found to the right together with an “anker 

cross” and remains of two circles on the upper part.  To the left a swastika and some diagonal lines can been 

seen. Below this, a horizontal double chain with central dots is found.  

The motive is common in the Orientalising period and the local potters could easily have taken inspiration 

from contemporary Proto-Corinthian pottery in Francavilla as e.g. the MPC I handle cat. no. 172 311.The two 

fragments described above are in the same clay that appears similar to that of the sub-Thapsos and the other 

local sub-geometric groups. It contains mica and frequent calcareous particles. Also in this group, the 

problem of popping calcareous particles can be observed e.g. at the lower part of cat. no. 171.  

Two pieces from the Stoop excavation (AREA ‘stipe I’)  also belong to this particular experimental group. 

Figure 9a, shows the upper part of a larger oinochoe decorated in a sub-geometric and hybrid style312. Stoop 

and Guzzo have already drawn attention to the decoration of the handle and pointed out that it is similar to 

decoration on the local matt-painted pottery313. The decoration on the body consists of a large floral 

ornament and different smaller filling ornaments e.g. swastika and stemmed dot rosettes. Another fragment, 

which I believe belong to the group is a fragment of a plate which was excavated by Stoop ( Figure 9b ). The 

fragment is decorated in a similar Orientalising style and the matt-painted like decoration, which was attested 

on the handle of the oinochoe, appears again in a simpler version. 

The style on the two pieces is normally described as East Greek, which is not incorrect. It is however 

worthwhile to point out that the style was also frequently incorporated in the Corinthian pottery production 

in the EPC and MPC I. For the potters in Francavilla similar motives would have been close at hand e.g. on 

the contemporary oinochoai of the Cumae group ( cat. no 159 ). Orientalising pottery, among that an 

elaborately decorated bird bowl and the bird oinochoai above, are attested on the Timpone della Motta but 

they are few and it therefore seems plausible also to assume an inspiration from Corinthian pottery on the 

local pottery productions314. The attribution of this group to Francavilla Marittima and the date of the pottery 

rely on the same observations. Clay and inclusions correspond to the Francavilla productions and the same 

popping accidents can be observed. An indigenous Oinotrian workshop is indicated by the incorporation of 

matt-painted motives. The very dark grey core, which overall is characteristic on the later productions of 

matt-painted pottery also indicates that the two types of pottery were fired in the same way. This, I think, 

                                                 
310 Fragments from three additional vessels are among the excavated material. 
311 MPC I, cfr. Megara Hyblaea 2, p. 49,  pl. 31, no 8-9. Corinth XV, p. 58, no 246, pl 13. 
312 Published in Stoop 1970-71, pp. 62-65, no 10, tav. XXV, a-b. 
313 Ibid and Guzzo 1978, p. 113.  
314 The orientalising bird bowl is published in, Handberg & Jacobsen 2005. The article is submitted together with this study.  
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shows that the date should be contemporary with the existence of a matt-painted production in Francavilla. 

As noted in (schema 21) context AC16A.22 contained a high quantity of matt painted pottery, which based 

on the associated Greek material must date in the two first decades of the 7th century BC. Matt-painted 

pottery does not occur in significant numbers in contexts that can be dated after c. 680 BC and it therefore 

seems that the production had come to an end no later than by c. 680 BC. This date is, as described, also 

agreeable with the matt-painted as well as Greek motives.  

  

7.6. Conclusion and general observations on the production of pottery in Francavilla Marittima between 

c. 700-680 BC and after. 

 

The pottery just discussed reflects two streams, which took place in the local pottery production at the 

beginning of the 7th century BC and both where different from the previous or partly contemporary 

Oinotrian-Euboean and the indigenous matt-painted production. 

The imitations of EPC vessels show a high degree of craftsmanship in regards to wheel throwing and 

application of decoration. They are hard fired and the wall is very thin and for the sub-Thapsos skyphoi and 

especially the sub LG/EPC globular pyxides the decoration is executed in a manner, which easily matches 

the Corinthian proto-types. The decoration is meticulously applied with the use of very thin lines; the 

composition of the decoration, above all, reflects a firm familiarity with Corinthian pottery. The differences 

between these vessels and the Oinotrian-Euboean ones is obvious both in respect to source of shape and 

motifs as well as potters` and firing technique. This shift in local production must probably be seem as the 

result of an arriving foreign craft inspiration. Thapsos imitations were a regular occurring phenomenon on 

Ischia and in Campania (chapter 1) but they are also attested in several places along the Ionian coast e.g. at 

Locri and Crotone and a few fragments are also known from Sybaris the excavation315. The Francavilla 

production can however, as far as I know, not be paralleled directly with any known production.                 

The impetus for this production nevertheless appears to have been generated from outside. The production 

outcome however, was in accordance with an already exciting local pattern of dedication on the Timpone 

della Motta. The drinking cups were both in shape and decoration closely related the LG/EPC skyphoi, which 

had been dedicated in the period just before the appearance of the production and the same is the case for the 

LG/EPC globular pyxides (above schema, 12, 13, 16). The arrival of new techniques and maybe also potters 

did following not have any impact on the local religious affairs. 

 

A further development in the local pottery production is exemplified by the group presented above under the 

tentative headline “From matt-painted to colonial ware ?”. 

                                                 
315 Sabbione 1982, p. 260, fig. 9,  Sibari III, no. 425, Sibari V, no. 37, 236 (grosso incluso). 
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The decoration is highly recognisable. The group is at the same time small, indicating that the motivation, 

which caused the decorative style soon disappeared or transformed. As indicated, observations speak in 

favour of attributing these vessels to the hand of traditional indigenous potters. The suggestion is primarily 

based on the direct application of matt-painted motives to “Oinotrian-“colonial ware”. This phenomenon is 

rather unique. It is difficult to imagine that the situation would have developed independently out of the 

Oinotrian-Euboean tradition. As described in chapter 4, the Oinotrian-Euboean and indigenous matt-painted 

co-existed side by side for c. 60 years and matt-painted motives such as the a tenda never occurred on an 

Oinotrian-Euboean vessel. It is unlikely that another “third part” would have applied matt-painted motifs on 

the vessels in order to produce a product, which would find indigenous appeal. The dominant and central 

decoration on especially the oinochoe and plate from the Stoop excavation are highly orientalising And the 

use of matt-painted motifs is limited to secondary filling ornaments. This, to me, seems more to indicate that 

the uses of matt-painted motifs are reminiscences of a previous and contemporary matt-painted tradition 

rather than an attempt to follow or create indigenous appeal to the produced vessels. These combined 

observations therefore with reason seem to suggest that some matt-painted potters shifted to “Oinotrian-

“colonial ware” productions in the first decades of the 7th century BC.  

In an overall perspective, this development finds support in gradual changes which took place within the 

matt-painted Oinotrian tradition in the later part of the 8th BC and the early 7th century BC. This has recently 

been outline by M. Kleibrink through the preliminary publication of a series of Oinotrian matt-painted 

vessels organised in various local style groups. Kleibrink observed that several matt-painted potters where 

active at Francavilla in the last decades of the 8th century BC, and that one or two workshops might have 

employed a “craft specialist”316. The indicated, gradual internal specialisation of the matt-painted tradition 

together and the transformation from the Oinotrian-Euboean to the notably much more productive 

“Oinotrian-“colonial ware” production, might have cause a few matt-painted potters to explore new 

production methods towards the end of the period317.                 

 

7.6.1.  Influx of Greek and Oinotrian-“colonial-ware” pottery to the Timpone della Motta 

As indicated in the introduction to the present chapter, the Timpone della Motta appears remarkably emptied 

for Greek pottery in the period between 700 and 680 BC. The material above however shows that the 

scarcity of Greek ceramics was not connected with a lack of interest for Greek shapes. In fact, in the first two 

decades of the 7th  century BC the amount of Oinotrian “colonial ware”, which reached the sanctuary was 

equal to the amount of Oinotrian-Euboean pottery that had arrived since before the middle of the 8th century 

BC. An increasing demand for Greek type vessels can therefore be recorded which, as argued, might have 

caused traditional matt-painted potters to initiate a tentative Oinotrian “colonial ware” production.  

                                                 
316 Kleibrink 2006c, p. 152 and Kleibrink forthcoming.  
317 On workshop types and craft specialisation see, Nijboer 1998, p. 342, 345. 
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When the Oinotrian “colonial ware” drinking cups are compared with the genuine Greek imported cups a 

notable difference is, partly, observable in the fact that the local skyphoi imitates the Corinthian Thapsos 

skyphos while the few EPC – MPC II kotylai were not imitated. Also the globular pyxis rely on a proto-type 

from a preceding period. This indicate that the Oinotrian-“colonial-ware” production was directly determined 

by ritual norms on the Timpone della Motta, which had been established in the last quarter of the 8th century 

BC. The sub-EPC skyphos on the other hand may imitate a partly contemporary Corinthian proto-type. 

The local sub- LG/EPC types, presented in this chapter, provide the only recorded situation on the Timpone 

della Motta for a systematic production of vessels, which, in detail, imitates directly recognisable Greek 

proto-types. Later productions of e.g. hydriskai , coppa a filetti and kanthariskoi do derive from Greek types 

but the similarity is generic and often with a degree of local variation. In regards to the rest of the ceramics 

on the Timpone della Motta the overall interrelationship between Greek originals and local imitations, 

clearly shows, that the Greek pottery which was available was not copied. 

The appearance of a local workshop, specialised in detailed imitations of LG-EPC vessels, therefore 

indicates that there was a shortage of Greek vessels or, in accordance with previously established ritual 

norms, a shortage of the types of Greek vessels, which where required in the sanctuary on the Timpone della 

Motta.       
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Date schemas for chapter 7     

 

Schema 22. Context AC16A.29 

PHASE ITALO-GEOMETRIC 
I-G MATT 
PAINTED 

MATT 
PAINTED GREEK OTHERS 

Early part 
of building 
Vc. 
Last quarter 
of the 8. th. 
Century BC 

AC16A.29/2P Skyphos with Thapsos 
panel; AC16A.29/1P Large closed 
vessels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

  Frequent finds. 
Fragments from 
more that 40 
individual 
vessels. 
 
Fringe Style, 
MiniaturE Sstyle 
with humans, 
Local bicrome 
style. 
Sporadic 
undulating line 
style 

 AC16A.29/1j.LG/EP
C Corinthian globular 
pyxis with lid 
AC16A.29/10X 
AC16A.29/2j 
Thapsos skyphos with 
panel. 
 
AC16A.29/24 
LG-EPC black kotyle 
with hemispheric 
shape. 
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Chapter 8. Reception of Greek, Oinotrian-Euboean and Oinotrian-“colonial ware” on the Timpone 

della Motta and in the Sibaritide after the foundation of Sybaris (720-620 BC). 

 

In the search of Greek cultural impact in the Sibaritide between ca 720 and 620 BC.                   

 
 
8.1. Introduction 

In this chapter the reception of Greek, Oinotrian-Euboean and Oinotrian-“colonial ware” will be evaluated 

beginning from the Timpone della Motta where all three types of pottery have been found. In continuation of 

that the indigenous graves at respectively Amendolara and in the Macchiabate necropolis will be analysed. 

   

 
8.2. The sanctuary on the Timpone della Motta  

The foundation of Sybaris did in the beginning not result in any substantial change in the influx of Greek 

pottery to the Timpone della Motta or to other sites in the Sibaritide. Yet other changes can be observed in 

the period. The construction of Temple Vc on the Timpone della Motta was obviously a highly visible 

change, which reflects indigenous as well as Greek trends. Traditional indigenous building construction was 

maintained by placing wooden post in cut out holes in the bed rock but the ground plan itself clearly 

followed a Greek model. Furthermore, rituals conducted during the construction might also point towards an 

active Greek involvement. In a number of postholes belonging to the Southern and Northern walls objects, 

among those several fibulae, were found at the lowest strata of the postholes together with native Fringe style 

pottery318. The fact that fibulae were found in several postholes might shows that construction dedications 

were laid down during the erection of temple Vc. The ceremonial placing of foundation dedications like 

these is foremost a rite, which recalls those performed in Greek sanctuaries where dedication is attested at 

e.g. Ephesus, Gortyn and on Delos319. However a collection of complete and semi vessels found immediately 

south of building Vc in context AC22A.11/AC22A.15 ( schema 21 ) might also be a foundation dedication. 

The context contained a mix of Greek, Oinotrian-“Euboean” and native vessels, which indicates an 

predominantly indigenous participation320. 

Kleibrink has identified two similar and probably contemporary post hole buildings labelled Temple IIIa and 

Temple Ib, immediately north of Temple Vc as well as remains of a temenos wall south of Temple Vc. From 

an architectural point of view, it therefore seems clear that the sanctuary underwent a complete 

reorganisation in the last quarter of the 8th century BC and the construction of a temenos wall indicates that 

the perception of the sanctuary corresponded to the strict division between sacred and profane space as it is 

                                                 
318 Kleibrink 2005, p. 763.  
319 Hogarth 1908, pp. 237-246, Riza & Scrinari 1968, p. 24 ff,  De Santerre & Tréheux 1947-48, pp., 148-254 
320 Pers. Comm. M. Kleibrink. For the context see, Kleibrink 2006c. 
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known from Greek sanctuaries. Contemporary changes in cult rites and dedications can also be observed by 

studying the influx of various vessel shapes to the sanctuary. Schema 24 below, illustrates the development 

of shapes in the sanctuary from c. 720 to 620 BC. I have not given attention to the individual quantities of the 

various types since an account of the Oinotrian- “colonial ware” vessels is still in the making. 

 

Starting from the earliest post-Sybaris Greek and Oinotrian-Euboean pottery, new shapes are attested from 

the last quarter of the 8th century BC. Greek style craters e.g. with birds, tripod type vessels and large closed 

vessels were produced at Francavilla and used in the sanctuary. These vessels are not ordinary vessels but 

seem to be highly ritualised by their size and shape. That these vessels were intended for the ritual sphere is 

also evident from the observation that while the slightly earlier Oinotrian-Euboean cups found there way into 

the indigenous graves and houses, the new large vessels were exclusively used on the Timpone della Motta. 

At least two functions seem to be represented in the new vessels.  

 

One is a pyxis or container function, to which the following two closed vessels might be ascribed. The Type 1  

Rounded closed vessels of bi-conical shape and the two ECP globular pyxides (cat. nos. 111 & 112). From a 

functional point of view these three types could all fulfil the same basic demand since they are “medium 

sized” rounded containers, which probably all were lidded. They are not glazed at the interior indicating that 

whatever they contained was not liquid. Kleibrink has considered the function of some of these types and 

suggests that they were the functional forerunners of the Corinthian pyxis, which became popular in the 

sanctuary from around 680 BC321. The findings of Chapter 7 confirm this idea since the, there described, 

locally produced sub-Geometric globular pyxides date to the period between 700 and 680 BC and therefore 

provide a chronological link between the Oinotrian-Euboean vessels of the last quarter of the 8th century BC 

and the MPC pyxides. In respect to the specific function of the pyxis vessels found in the sanctuary, 

Kleibrink has further suggested that they could have contained “fluffs of unspun wool” for dedication322. 

This theory can obviously not be directly proven since the wool would not have been preserved. Several 

observations do however support the view. First of all, objects relating to textile production had a long 

tradition in the ritual activities on the Timpone della Motta. The ritual expression did however undergo a 

transformation from actual textile production in Building Vb, attested by the in situ finds of weaving utilities, 

to a more indirect association with textile production through dedications in temples Vc and Vd of e.g. 

kalathoi and terracotta figurines holding different types of textile. These dedications in fact continued in the 

6th century BC as well when weaving utilities again started to appear 323. Given the long standing central 

position the textile production had in the dedicational rites it becomes natural also to view the pyxides within 

this ritual functional frame. Considerations for other potential contents do at the same time remain largely 

                                                 
321 Kleibrink 2005, p. 765. 
322 Ibid, p. 766. 
323 Kleibrink 2001, p. 53, fig. 10, Kleibrink 2004, p. 84, fig., 34, Kleibrink 2005, pp. 766-768, fig. 12, Mittica 2006, p. 15, fig. 9a-b. 
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unsatisfactory. The pyxides could theoretically have contained cosmetics but for obvious reasons I find it 

difficult to imagine such massive dedications of powder or cream. Personal ornaments are another possibility 

but also this seems unlikely since the excavated amount of jewellery fails to match the number of pyxides at 

any rate. Finally one could consider foodstuff such as fruit or olives but again the empiric evidence fails to 

support the idea since microfossils analysis, which will be described further below, did not identify this type 

of organic material in layers dating to the late 8th and 7th century BC but barley was attested.      

The Oinotrian-Euboean craters, which started to be used in the sanctuary probably sometime shortly before 

the last quarter of the 8th century BC reflect, together with the Greek drinking cups and maybe also the bird 

oinochoai, another function. In Chapter 5 I interpreted the introduction of these vessels as a beginning 

movement towards the consumption of wine in the sanctuary the evidence was however sporadic and if wine 

drinking in fact took place, the scarcity of the material it self indicates, that it was a rare event. In the 

material from the last quarter of the 8th. century BC the picture becomes a little more clear, through the finds 

of the described series of Oinotrian-Euboean craters as well as Greek drinking cups. The combination of 

these vessels does point towards wine drinking. The nature of the consumption however remains unclear. 

Microfossil analyses carried out on a number of contexts in 2005 did show that a concentration of carbonised 

barley was present in context AC22A.15 (building Vc, schema 6) while other types of plant remains 

consisted of seeds, probably from the local fauna (schema 23). The finds of carbonised barley are interesting 

since they are known from the Greek religious sphere where they were thrown on the fire in the act of animal 

sacrifices. At those occasion parts of the meat was consumed together with wine324.  

That said, it should be stressed that the indications for possible Greek inspired animal sacrifices rests on a 

very narrow dataset consisting of microfossil analysis from only one context.   

The combination of craters, drinking cups and oinochoai do however in its own right indicate acceptance of 

a wine drinking ceremony in one form or another towards the end of the 8th century BC. The quantitative 

difference between “wine drinking” shapes and traditional indigenous vessels does however show that wine 

consumption was not a wide spread phenomenon and amphorae were not attested during excavation. It does 

nevertheless contribute the over all picture of beginning Greek orientation in the sanctuary. It is however 

significant that the craters are locally produced and it suggests that the acceptances of wine drinking was an 

active indigenous choice since equipment was requested from the local workshop.      

In regards to the genuine Greek pottery it is likewise significant to note that while indications for general 

Greek trends can observed between 720 and 700 BC the actual numeric presence of Greek pottery in the 

sanctuary remained insignificant.   

 

                                                 
324 Burkert 1985, p. 56 with further references: See also, The Oxford classical dictionary, pp. 1344-1345, and the  description in 
Homer, Iliad, II,  v. 410-411 & 421-425, Translation by Murray A.T. The Loeb classical library. London 1924    
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8.2.1. Developments between 700 and 680 BC 

The chapter has so-far focused on the reception of Greek and Oinotrian-Euboean pottery in the last quarter of 

the 8th century BC Where the appearance of new shapes might indicated new rituals as it has been illustrated 

above. However, even though the Greek shapes are functional significant it does not account for more than a 

minor fraction of the total ceramic material from the period. The by far largest amount of the material 

remained traditional indigenous and consisted of matt-pained and impasto ware. 

  

In the period between 700 and 680 BC the mixture of traditional local (matt-painted) and Greek inspired 

pottery, now called Oinotrian-“colonial ware”, continued but the latter was becoming markedly more 

numerous reflecting an increasing preference for dedicating sub EPC globular pyxides (with wool?) and 

maybe consuming wine out of sub-Thapsos skyphoi. As was described in chapter 6, the influx of genuine 

Greek pottery remained low. The increasing ritual demand for drinking cups and pyxides was supplied 

through a specialised local workshop in connection to the Timpone della Motta. The use of these vessels 

which imitate “ancient” Greek types do as, argued in chapter 7, reflect a continuation of ritual norms 

established in the last quarter of the 8th century BC. The finds of fragments from an oinochoe of the Cumae 

group in context AC16A.22 together with finds of fragments from similar vessels, shows that this type now 

succeeded the bird oinochoai from the previous period. Around 680 BC the hydriskos became the all 

dominating vessel shape in the sanctuary and continued to be so until the end of the 6th century BC. A few 

hydriskai found in AC16A.22 shows that the shape had started to appear in the period shortly before 680 BC. 

Kleibrink has interpreted the dedications of the hydriskai as an indigenous ritual, which associate the 

dedicator with the Trojan figure of Epeios by offering a water filled hydria and a drinking cup to the goddess 

Athena325. A ritual which might be depicted on the so-called Ticino pyxis326.  

The influx of Greek pottery was low in the period and mainly consists of fragments from a small number of 

Corinthian kotylai and probably a few Achaean kantharoi, which were accompanied by a large number of 

locally produced sub-Thapsos skyphoi and sub-EPC skyphoi. In respect to the general influx of pottery it is 

again interesting to note that the increasing popularity of Greek shapes can be observed through the influx of 

local manufactured pottery while the influx of Greek pottery largely remains the same.  

 

8.2.2. Developments between 680 and 620 BC 

 

 In the period between c. 680 and 620 BC the picture changed notably with the beginning of the large of 

Greek pottery to the sanctuary. The period covers the later part of Temple Vc and the full period of Temple 

Vd. It was illustrated above how the construction of Temple Vc was contemporary with changes in the 

                                                 
325 Kleibrink 2005, p. 765. the ritual is also described in, Kleibrink, Jacobsen & Handberg 2004. 
326 Kleibrink 2004a, fig. 35.1.  
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dedication pattern of the sanctuary. In the light of this one might suspect that the construction of Temple Vd 

around 660/650 BC in one way or another was reflected in the material also. The stratigraphy revealed 

during excavation does however only permit a limited division of the period. The majority of material was 

found in votive dumps to the southeast of temples Vc and Vd. In these, material from the period 680-620 BC 

was found together. It was not possible to observe any clear stratigraphical nuances within the period. A 

terminus ante quem  to 660/650 BC can however be assigned to the pottery, which will be referred to below, 

since examples of the types were found in Temple Vd where they were either laid down as dedications on the 

temple floor or placed as foundation dedications  in the upper part of postholes from the previous temple Vc. 

The period between 680 and 660 BC however remains undefined in the stratigraphical record from the 

excavation. The situation is followingly that while it is sure that the vessel types described below were in use 

in the period after 660/650 BC it is unsure whether they were already introduced in the period between 680-

660 BC. I will therefore present them together with no attempts to date them within the period between 680 

and 620 BC. 

   Oinochoai, drinking cups and pyxides remain the most frequent dedications but new vessels, which seem to 

relate to dedications of perfumated oil appears in the shape of aryballoi and alabastra.  Conical lekythoi also 

appeared in large scale in this period indicating the use of oil for libation in some form327. Anyhow, the 

appearance of the many new Greek functional shapes clearly reflects changes in the ritual dedicational 

pattern of the sanctuary towards a more Greek appearance. Consumption of wine is still attested by finds of 

large Oinotrian-“colonial ware” shyphos-craters but they are limited in numbers and it is therefore apparent 

that the large increment in dedications of drinking cups must relate to the contemporary increment of locally 

produced hydriai. The continued focus on textile is reflected in dedications of open worked kalathoi and 

probably also the high amount of pyxides.  An increasing ritualization of the already existing types can be 

noted after 680 BC e.g. by the appearance of the mass produced miniature vessels of Greek and local 

manufacture. This is e.g. notable in the case of hydriskai, Achaean style kantharoi and Corinthian kotylai. At 

the same time purely ritual vessels such as kernoi with attached hydriskai  and the mentioned open worked 

kalathoi were dedicated328. These large amounts of pottery specifically minded for ritual use clearly reflects 

an institutionalisation of the dedication practise in the sanctuary. It is likewise interesting to note that it is 

from this period around 650 BC that similarly Greek vessels are found in limited numbers at other sanctuary 

sites at Cozzo Michelicchio and the less clearly identified sanctuaries at Torre Mordillo and San Mauro di 

Corigliano as noted in chapter 6. The coherency in the votive objects at Francavilla Marittima and Cozzo 
                                                 
327 The function of oil in ritual contexts is not well understood, RE, XVI, 2484-2486. on the libation, see Burkert 1985, p. 72, The 
Oxford classical dictionary, p. 854.  
328 A minor group of kernoi have been published in, Stoop 1983, p. 43, nos. 14-17. John Papadopoulos has published the information 
that ” the sanctuary at Francavilla Marittima has yielded a large number of kernoi, with attached kantharoi..”.  Papadopoulos 2001, 
p. 414.  He further list a complete kernos with attached kantharoi from the San Antonio Museum of Art, Texas (without provenance) 
together with Akhaian style kantharoi from Francavilla Marittima. Out of the more than 200 individual kernoi fragments from the 
GIA excavation non appears to have had attached kantharoi and as far as I am informed the same is the case for the kernoi excavated 
by Stoop. The listed kernoi from the San Antonio Museum of Art is in perfect state of preservation and I doubt it could have survived 
in that state in any of the votive deposits on the Timpone della Motta .    
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Michelicchio is however much clearer expressed through the finds of two types of almost identical terracotta 

figurines at both sites. The material therefore seems to reflect an institutionalisation of more sanctuary sites 

in the Sibaritide around 650 BC. Based on the observations above the following conclusion can be made. 

In specific regards to the influx of Greek pottery, it can be noted that changes in the dedicational patterns 

towards Greek appearance is directly linked with and observed in the influx of actual Greek pottery 

representing various functional and ritual shapes.    

 

 Temple Vd remained in use until ca. 620 BC, which is firmly established by the fact that the latest 

Corinthian material inside the building and in the votive dumps the southeast dates to the TR period. The 

building was dismantled and the stones of the foundations were taken away probably to be used for other 

new buildings. A layer of gravel area and on top of that a new temple, Building Ve, was erected some time in 

the later part of the 7th century. Our knowledge about this building is very limited and the stratigraphical 

information is sporadic. Evidence to attest its existence can however be noted by a few foundation 

dedications found in the upper part of the gravel layer and a small selection of architectural terracotta 

elements similar to those excavated by Stoop and published by Mertens and Schläger329. In addition, many 

roof tiles where found in the gravel layer during the GIA excavation. The construction of building Ve was 

probably part of a third re-organisation of the sanctuary during which two new buildings were also 

constructed to the north of building Ve. Even though the Groningen excavation did not produce much 

information on the period after ca. 620 BC, some general remarks can be made on the pottery of the 

subsequent period. The overall picture remained the same. The hydriskai continued to be the most frequently 

dedicated vessels in the sanctuary and they can probably be attributed to the majority of the thousand of cup 

fragments, which are recorded in the period also. The following dedication of water seems to have continued 

until the sanctuary itself came to a finish at the end of the 6th century BC contemporary with the destruction 

of Sybaris by Crotone330. Textile related dedications also continued. I have mentioned terracotta figurines 

above, open worked kalathoi and loom weights among the material from the 6th century BC. The 

reoccurrence of loom weights are especially interesting since it indicates that the production of textiles 

within the sanctuary again took place in the 6th century BC having been unattested in the intermediate period 

of the larger part of the 6th century BC. Pyxides also continued to be dedicated in large quantities, which 

might also reflect a continued tradition of dedicating wool. Cups and oinochoai continued in the shape 

repertoire of the sanctuary but it is difficult to identify craters from the period and the question of whether 

wine was consumed remains unsettled. As before, craters were mostly of colonial production and probably 

produced for specific use in the sanctuary. It is therefore difficult to date potential 6th century BC crater 

fragments in the light of lacking contextual information and useful parallels out side the sanctuary. Among 

                                                 
329 Kleibrink 1996, p. 203, nos. 3.44, 45, 46. Mertens & Schläger 1980-82, p. 160-171. 
330 Kleibrink 2004a, p. 84 ff. 
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the Greek pottery the Corinthian products remained all dominant during the 6th century BC331. Black glossed 

vessels and Ionian cups are recorded among the material but the amounts are not very high. The same is the 

case for Attic and Laconian black figured vessels, which mostly consisted of drinking cups332. In connection 

to the Attic black figure pottery, a clear difference can be noted between the scarcity of the material on the 

Timpone della Motta and the frequent finds of it in the Sybaris excavations. It appears that attic black figure 

pottery only rarely reached the sanctuary. The latter point might mean that the large amounts of Corinthian 

pottery was brought to Francavilla Marittima with the specific purpose of being dedicated on the Timpone 

della Motta while attic black figure pottery for some reason or another was not. That in Francavilla 

Marittima the Corinthian pottery was mainly used in the sanctuary on the Timpone della Motta is confirmed 

by the fact that it was rarely attested in the 6th century houses on the plateaus.  

 
8.3. Reception of Greek and “colonial ware”  pottery outside Francavilla Marittima. 
 
When the period between 720 to 620 BC is viewed in an overall perspective a striking difference, can be 

noted, between the amounts of Greek and Oinotrian-Euboean/Oinotrian-“colonial ware” on the Timpone 

della Motta and the scarcity of similar material in the rest of the Sibaritide. The graves at Amendolara and, to 

a less degree, also at the Macchiabate necropolis in Francavilla Marittima are however exceptions and 

especially the graves in Amendolara provide a broad foundation for studying the reception of Greek and 

colonial ware pottery in the indigenous funeral sphere. I will start with the reception in the Amendolara 

graves and later turn to the Macchiabate necropolis where the picture is more defuse.  

 

8.3.1. The Amendolara necropoli 

The Amendolara graves cover, as described in chapter 2, two geographically separated necropoli named 

Mangosa and Paladino. I have here selected the graves from both sites, which can be dated to the period 

between ca. 700 and 620 BC. I have found it acceptable to treat the graves from both sites as one group 

since, as pointed out by La Gèniere, there is no substantial difference between graves of the two necropoleis 

in respect to chronology, grave type or grave goods333. The selected graves organised in schema 25 below in 

order to create an overview on the pottery from the graves334. The graves are divided in two chronological 

groups where group 1 covers the period between 700 and 650 BC and group 2 covers the period between 

650-625 BC. The division is suggestive and mainly based on the shape of the filetti skyphoi, which occur in 

the majority of the graves. A detailed study on the filetti skyphoi along the Ionian coast has concluded that 

deep skyphoi mainly occur in the first half of the 7th century BC while the shallow skyphoi mainly occur in 
                                                 
331 A small selection is found in, Stoop 1990. 
332 Attic pottery from the Stoop excavation, Stoop 1989. 52 Attic and 29 Laconian fragments have been found during the GIA 
excavation, Hastrup 2007,  Mittica 2007. 
333 La Geniere 1980, p. 389. 
334 In the schema the M stands for Mangosa and P for Paladino. The graves are published in the following articles: 68P, 97P, 105P, 
125P, 126P, 128P, 143P, in La Geniere 1973.  4P, 12P, 14P, 21P, in  La Geniere 1971. AM, 5M, 6M, 13M, 16M, 21M, 22M, 23M, 
24M, in La Geniere 1980.    
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the second half of the century335. It is however, an overall division based on a broad material and possible 

overlaps and exceptions should therefore be taking into account when the division is adapted to a local 

material.      

 

In the period of group 1 (schema 25), the combination of vessel shapes can be described briefly. The 

combination always consists of a local container, normally a jug decorated in matt-painted technique, and a 

drinking cup. The cup is normally a filetti skyphos but in three cases, a Corinthian cup has been found (105P, 

126P, 24M). A local aryballos has been found in grave 6M. I will deal with this type under group 2 below. 

The functional homogeneity of the vessels is striking and seems to reflect a strict and general functional 

concept, which rarely offers variation. As illustrated in schema 25, the Greek material component consists of 

the Greek type filetti skyphos or on a few occasions an actual Greek cup. I have previously in chapter 4 

evaluated in which situations Greek or Greek style drinking cups in indigenous graves could reflect and 

introduction wine consumption and it follows that we should return to that idea again. Furthermore, since the 

graves clearly date to the period after the foundation of Sybaris it is also relevant to consider whether the 

reception of the cups could have been inspired by Greek funeral rites at nearby Sybaris. There are however 

two basic problems. First of all, no graves belonging to the 8th century BC have been excavated at 

Amendolara. It is therefore not possible to say whether the grave goods, among those the vessels, in a 

functional way are different from those of the 8th century BC. The second problem derives from the fact that 

a comparison with graves in Sybaris is impossible since no archaic graves have been found so far. 

  

 Indigenous graves from the 8th century BC are known from other sites in the Sibaritide among those, 

Francavilla Marittima and Roggiano Gravina336.  At these sites, it can be observed that the standard vessels 

given in indigenous adult graves during the 8th century BC consisted of a local container and a local 

attingitoio. Given the general coherency between these sites, it seems fair to assume that a similar set of 

vessels also would have been the standard equipment in the graves at Amendolara during the 8th century BC. 

If so, then it appears that the colonial and Greek cups had replaced the traditional local attingitoio in the 7th 

century BC graves in Amendolara without adding new functional aspects to the grave goods. The situation is 

similar to the one that could be observed in other graves of the Sibaritide during the LG and EPC period (see 

chapter 5). I therefore, as before, interpret the drinking cups in the graves of group 1 as a sign of an 

indigenous preference for Greek shape and decoration, rather than a reflection of changing funeral rites 

towards Greek costumes, which in this case would mean funerary rites practised by the Achaeans at Sybaris. 

In Amendolara the preference for Greek pottery may have started in the second half of the 8th century BC 

since, as described in chapter 4, a fragment from an Oinotrian-Euboean proto-kotyle type 3 has come to light 

                                                 
335 Petersen & Jacobsen 1999 
336 Zancani Montuoro 1974-76, 1977-79, 1980-82, 1983-84, Carrara & Guzzo 1981 
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at the nearby indigenous settlement at S. Cavalcatore. Still before rejecting ritual Greek influence in the 

indigenous funeral rites one must reflect upon what the content of a Sybaritic Greek grave might have looked 

like. As said, no graves have been found around Sybaris itself and comparative graves in the north western 

Peloponnesus - the homeland of the Achaeans are lacking. I have therefore, as an alternative solution, 

compared the pottery in the graves of group 1 with that of Greek graves of the 7th century in Taras, as well as 

in Syracusa337. In this process it should be kept in mind that Greek graves at Sybaris might not necessary 

have received the same grave goods as graves in other Greek cities since both ethnical background and local 

tradition could have influenced the choice of grave goods. In fact, a comparison between graves from the 7th 

century BC in Taras and Syracusa actually shows that there are differences. The graves from the two sites do 

however also have some general points in common, which may allow for a overall guess as to what the 

contemporary Sybaritic grave would have contained338. The overall dominating shape in the Tarantine graves 

is the aryballos, which occurs in almost every grave and several specimens are often found in the same 

grave. Pyxides are found occasionally. Drinking cups and pouring vessels are very rare and they are never 

found together in the same grave. The graves in Syracusa show a more varied picture. The aryballos is again 

the most common vessels form. It is found in almost all graves and sometimes more vessels occur in the 

same grave. Drinking cups are found in many graves but only on very few occasions are they accompanied 

by pouring vessels. Pyxides are also frequently found in the graves. If the vessel combinations in the graves 

at Taras and Syracusa are used as a general guideline in for reconstruction of the possible contents of 

Sybaritic graves the result would be as follows. The average sybaritic grave would have contained an 

aryballos and sometimes probably also several. Pyxides would occur and so would drinking cups. The latter 

would on rare occasions be accompanied by a pouring vessel.  

Returning to the graves in Amendolara from group 1, it becomes evident that there is no similarity between 

these and the described (hypothetical) graves in Sybaris. The combination of jug and cups, which is 

dominant in the Amendolara graves rarely occurs in Greek colonial graves and the aryballos, which is most 

frequently found in the Greek graves is unattested in the Amendolara graves of group 1 except for a local 

aryballos in grave 6M, which will be explained further in relationship with group 2.  

 

The graves belonging to group 2 (650-620 BC, schema 25) continue to contain a local jug together with a 

colonial or occasional Greek cup and in that way the traditional combination of container and cup, which 

probably originated from the graves of the 8th  century BC, continued to have a central position in the graves. 

However, at the same time a new vessel type starts to appear in the graves. The vessel has a rounded body 

and a tall narrow neck.; La Gèniere described the vessel as A “ brocca a collo tronco-conico “ and argued 

that it served as a toilet or perfumed oil container. I fully agree with La Gèniere and have therefore referred 

                                                 
337 The two places are singled out since the graves a contemporary and by all probability belong to Greeks.   
338 for the comparison I have made use of, Henken 1958 (syracusa) and Lo Porto 1959-60, pp. 1-230.  I have preferred to describe the 
overall characteristics of the graves from the two sites and not to make individual footnotes to individual graves.  
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to this vessel type as a local aryballos in the schema 25 below.  La Gèniere based her conclusions on the 

shape of the vessel as well as on contextual information. She argued that the small volume together with the 

tall narrow neck indicates that the vessel would have been used for controlled pouring of an “expensive” 

liquid and perfumed oil would be an obvious suggestion. La Gèniere furthermore pointed out that the vessel 

was often laid down at the hand of the deceased. In one grave (259P) a Corinthian aryballos was found at the 

same position, which indicates that the aryballos had the same function as the local aryballos meaning that it 

was used as an oil container.  

The introduction of oil into the indigenous funeral sphere was a new functional element in the graves. 

Potential Sybaritic graves would, as described above, probably have contained aryballoi and the appearance 

of oil containers in the indigenous graves in Amendolara during the second half of the 7th century BC might 

therefore very well have been an result of Sybaritic cultural influence especially since a couple of Corinthian 

aryballoi also are known from the necropolis.                                               

  

8.3.2. The Macchiabate necropolis 

The reception of Greek and colonial pottery in the Macchiabate necropolis is, as described above, more 

defuse compared with the graves in Amendolara. This is because both the number of graves is less and there 

is furthermore no clearly observable pattern in the distribution of vessels shapes in the graves. I have 

therefore made no attempt to establish chronological groups but merely noted the dates of the graves in the 

schema 26 below339. Graves T25 and T59 give most insight into the reception of the colonial pottery. Both 

graves contained one or more local containers together with one or more filetti skyphoi and a local 

attingitoio. The picture is similar to what was observed in chapter 5 and does in my opinion also here reflect 

that the skyphoi have an independent functional position among the grave goods because they supplement the 

traditional attingitoio, which therefore might reflect wine consumption. Graves T72 and T73 contained a 

combination of a container and cups, which is a picture in line with what could be observed in the 

Amendolara graves and I would therefore again argue that it reflects a continuation of traditional indigenous 

funeral rites in combination with a preference for Greek vessel shapes and decoration. The reception of 

pottery in the remaining three graves from the 7th century BC does not offer much information. T 13 

contained an local aryballos, which potentially could be seen as Greek influence. U1 contained a colonial 

ware hydria and U9 contained a combination between a colonial ware hydria and a Corinthian broad 

bottomed oinochoe.  A tentative conclusion on the graves now known from the Macchiabate necropolis is 

that they reflect Greek influence as well as preservation of traditional indigenous funeral rites.  

 

 

                                                 
339 Zancani Montuoro 1980-82, p. 45, ( T 13 ), ibid, p. 72-74, ( T 25 ), Zancani Montuoro 1983-84, p. 20-24, ( T59 ), ibid, p. 54-61, ( 
T72, T73 ) 
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8.3.3. Later developments in the graves in Amendolara and Francavilla Marittima     

Although the period after 620 BC is beyond the main period of the present thesis some general remarks 

should be added since clear changes took place during the last part of the 7th century BC and the first half of 

the 6th century BC. Towards the end of the 7th century BC and especially from the beginning of the 6th  

century BC new shapes such as pyxides and stamnoi appear in the graves together with an increasing number 

of aryballoi. Drinking cups such as Ionian cups begin to occur in groups. Traditional matt-painted vessels are 

still found in Amendolara but they are vastly outnumbered by Greek and colonial vessels. In an overall view 

the combinations of vessels is notably less strict than in the earlier periods. This development clearly reflects 

a general change in the reception of pottery, since as noted new functional shapes are incorporated in the 

grave goods. In a chronological perspective, the development should probably be seen as the result of Greek 

influences on the local funerary rites, which may have started with the introduction of local aryballoi in the 

Amendolara graves during the third quarter of the 7th century BC. On the Macchiabate necropolis a further 

development can be noted in the fact that the number of graves rises markedly from the end of the 7th 

.century and onwards340.        

 

8.4. Summery 

The current chapter has indicated a gradual cultural transformation in the Sibaritide in the period after the 

foundation of Sybaris. The development is most clearly seem on the Timpone della Motta. In the period until 

c. 700 BC the influx of Greek shapes is limited but it increases notably after 680 BC. In that period the 

majority of Greek shapes are locally produced cups and to a lesser degree also pyxides, which does not seem 

to indicate general changes in religions rites. The influx of Greek pottery however stays low. From 680 BC 

the influx of Greek pottery increases and new shapes indicate the new rituals. The hydria becomes the all 

dominant vessel shape. At 660/650 BC the sanctuary is rebuild and the influx of Greek and locally produced 

pottery increases rapidly again. The pottery is getting increasingly more ritualised. The sanctuary is rebuild 

in the last quarter of the 7th century BC but general changes in rites cannot be indicated.   

Outside the Timpone della Motta Greek pottery can be attested from the end of the 8th century BC foremost 

in graves at Amendolara and the Macchiabate. The amount of genuine Greek pottery increases slowly 

through the first half of the 7th Century BC but the majority consists of “colonial ware” cups. New funeral 

rituals in the shape of oil containers and few aryballoi appear in the Amendolara graves towards the middle 

of the 7th century BC. Through the second half of the century the graves develop towards a more “Greek” 

appearance.                 

                                                 
340 For the graves in Amendolara see in general, La Gèniere 1971, 1978, 1980. For Francavilla Marittima, see in general, Zancani 
Montuoro 1974-76, 1977-79, 1980-82, 1983-84 



 115

Data schemas for chapter 8  

 

Schema 23. Microfossils from AC22A.15/AC22A.11 

Sample ML Barley   Others 
Ash sample 1 200 10 5 
Ash sample 2 190 10 0 
Ash sample 3 150 5 5 
Ash sample 4 180 10 15 
Ash sample 5 185 10 0 
Ash sample 6 260 5 5 
Ash samples Total 1165 50 30 
Average on 100 ml  4.29 2.57 
 
 
Schema 24. Ritual shapes at the Timpone della Motta c. 720-620 BC  

Period Shape 
Consumption 

of wine  
Water 

dedication
Wool 

dedications 
Oil 

dedications 
Building 
Vc. 
Ca720-
700 BC Craters X      

 Bird oinochoai X    

 
Greek and Oinotrian-
Euboean drinking cups X    

 

Greek globular pyxides 
and closed Oinotrian-
Euboean vessels.   X  

Building 
Vc. Ca 
700-680 
BC Craters X    
 Cumae group oinochoai X    

 

Greek and Oinotrian-
“colonial” drinking 
cups X X   

 Hydriskai  X   

 
Oinotrian-“colonial 
ware “ globular pyxides   X  

Building 
Vb-Vd. 
Ca 680-
620 BC Craters, skyphoi craters X    

 
Broad bottomed 
oinochoai. X    

 

Greek and Oinotrian-
“colonial” drinking 
cups X X   

 Hydriskai   X   

 Kernoi  X   

 Pyxides   X  

 Kalathoi    X  

 Aryballoi/alabastra    X 
 Conical lekythoi X   X 
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Schema 25. vessels types in Amendolara graves c. 700-620 BC 
 

Grave Date Colonial ware Greek pottery 

105P Group 1 1 jug Thapsos skyphos 

4P Group 1 1 jug, 2 filetti skyphoi   
68P Group 1 1 jug, 1 filetti skyphos  

97P Group 1 1 jug, 1 filetti skyphos  

125P Group 1 
1 jug, 1 biconical vessels, 1 filetti 
skyphos.  

126P Group 1 1 jug 1 PC skyphos 
128P Group 1 1 two handled jar, 1 filetti skyphos.  

143P Group 1 1 jug, 1 storage jar, 1 filetti skyphos  
5M Group 1 1 jug, 1 filetti skyphos  

6M Group 1 2 jugs, 1 aryballos, 1 filetti skyphos  
13M Group 1 1 jug, 1 filetti skyphos  

16M Group 1 1 jug, 1 filetti skyphos  

21M Group 1 1 bi-conical jar, 1 filetti skyphos   

23M Group 1 1 jug, 1 filetti skyphos  
24M Group 1 1 jug 1 PC kotyle type ? 

12P Group 2 1 jug, 1 filetti skyphos  

14P Group 2 1 jug, 1 filetti skyphos  
21P Group 2 2 jugs, 2 filetti skyphoi  

AM Group 2 1 jug, 1 aryballos, 1 filetti skyphos  

2M Group 2 1 jug, 1 filetti skyphos  
3M Group 2 1 jug, 1 aryballos, 1 filetti skyphos  

7M Group 2 1 jug, 2 aryballoi, 1 cup, filetti skyphos   

19M Group 2 1 jug, 1 aryballos 1 PC skyphos type 3 
22M Group 2 1 jug, 1 aryballos, 2 filetti skyphoi.  
 
 
Schema 26. vessels types in Macchiabate graves c. 700-620 BC 
 
Grave Date Colonial-Local Greek 
U 1 around 700 BC  Hydria  - 

U 9  
Early 7. th. C. 
BC Hydria 

Broad bottomed 
oinochoe 

T 13 Ca. 650 BC 
Aryballos shaped 
vessel. - 

T 25 Early 7 th C. BC 
Two jugs, 2 filetti 
cups, attingitoio - 

T 59 7 th C. BC 
Olla, filetti cup,  
attingitoio - 

T 72 7 th C. BC Jug, filetti cup - 
T 73 7 th C. BC Jug, hydria 2 type 3 skyphoi 
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Chapter 9.  Pre-Sybaris contacts and the colonisation of the Sibaritide. 

 

9.1. Introduction. 

The thesis has so far focused on the movements and motivations behind the influx of Greek pottery to the 

Timpone della Motta and to the Sibaritide in general. In this chapter, the observations will be confronted 

with the discussion on pre-Sybaris contacts and the colonisation of the Sibaritide in the period between c. 

780 BC to 700 BC. 

The presentation is summarily and will, from the point of this thesis, attempt to conclude on specific issues 

where Greek pottery traditionally is the predominant measure of inference. 

 

9.2. Pre-Sybaris contacts 

As described in Chapter 2, pre-Sybaris imports, mostly pottery, have for a long time been recognised in the 

archaeological record of the Sibaritide. Various scholars have over the years offered different interpretations 

on how these objects arrived,  but the question remained largely unsolved since the various suggestions from 

an objective point of view all seems reasonable while there is very little secondary evidence, which favours 

one more than the other. In Chapter 3, some additional pre-Sybaris fragments from the GIA excavation were 

presented, which further underline that pre-Sybaris connections existed in one form or another. Some of the 

recently excavated pottery is Euboean, which in itself could suggest that the Sibaritide in one way or another 

was connected to the “Euboean circuit” (see, Chapter 1). The Greek pottery does however not offer anything 

conclusive in the understanding on how the pottery arrived or why.  

It has therefore in this thesis been suggested that the focus should be put on non-Greek pottery in order to 

investigate whether information could be obtained, which would help to understand the arrival of Greek 

pottery in the Sibaritide. This was done in Chapter 4 by presenting a group of Oinotrian-Euboean pottery, 

which was produced in Francavilla Marittima in the period between c. 780 and 700/690 BC.  

The overall interpretation of this material is, as stated, that it reflects the circulation of potters and people 

between the Sibaritide and Campania / Ischia.  

This conclusion is based on the observation that the stylistic similarity between Oinotrian-Euboean pottery 

produced in the two areas is so close that one has to assume that a circulation of crafts, ideas and thereby also 

Greek potters took place in this period. A number of specific observations made on the Oinotrian-Euboean 

pottery further indicate the presence of a connection between the Sibaritide and Campania / Ischia, among 

which I would like especially to emphasize the Francavilla “horse stand” decorated in a style that is  closely 

related to the Cesnola Painter. Also, the Greek inscription crater fragment (fig. 1 and cat. no. 53) is 

important, since it has, together with the ‘horse stand”  close stylistic parallels in the material from Ischia. 

Other indications such as the lyre player scarab from the Macchiabate necropolis and especially the matt-

painted askos, which was found in a child’s grave in Pithekoussai, also supports the idea that a circulation of 
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people, including potters, took place. In view of that background it is also reasonable to suggest that Greek 

pottery would have arrived via Campania / Ischia. However, only a very limited amount of Greek pottery 

consisting mainly of drinking cups reached the Sibaritide and as argued in chapter 5 the reception of these 

vessels indicates that the they were not associated with any special meaning. The same appears to have been 

the case for the locally produced Oinotrian-Euboean cups 

 

This is in clear contrast to the reception of Greek and Italo-Geometric pottery elsewhere.  

In Campania, Greek frequentation and interaction with indigenous groups could be deduced from the 

presence of Greek drinking vessels in the indigenous graves, where they seem to reflect an introduction of 

wine consumption (chapter 1). The Iapygian groups in the Salento area also incorporated drinking related 

vessels into the local shape repertoire. The introduction of wine consumption hence seems to have been an 

almost immediate result of a frequentation between Greek (aristocratic ?) individuals and indigenous groups 

in both Campania and the Salento. In the Sibaritide the situation however never developed to that stage. 

Greek drinking cups were not incorporated within the indigenous grave gifts and the reception of the few 

Oinotrian-Euboean cups in existence clearly reflects preference the indigenous had for Greek cups but not 

for the consumption of wine. 

 

From this emerges a picture of the Sibaritide between ca 780-730 BC, in which clear Greek impulses and 

individuals were present in the area but failed to cause a cultural impact upon the indigenous society similar 

to the one observable in other places.  

This seems to show that actual Greek interest in the Sibaritide was on a low social and commercial level  

compared to that in Campania and the Salento region. 

 

 

9.2.1. Greek-indigenous level of contact 

 The sanctuary on the Timpone della Motta may have been the main attraction for Greek individuals. 

However, not as a religious centre but rather as a place where Greek potters could make a living by 

producing Oinotrian-Euboean pottery in commission for the local elite to be used within the sanctuary.  

Identifying Greek individuals from the Oinotrian-Euboean pottery is a subjective decision if it is solely  

based on the degree of similarity between Oinotrian-Euboean pottery and genuine Greek or Italo-geometric 

pottery.  

Chapter 4 therefore aimed to contextualize the Oinotrian-Euboean production by comparing it with the 

traditional Matt-painted production. This showed that the two productions were fundamentally different in 

almost every aspect and that they excited contemporaneously until 700/690 BC without interfering with each 

other. Overlaps can however be observed. The traditional matt-painted potters appear to have been 
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influenced by the decoration on Oinotrian-Euboean pottery and the Oinotrian-Euboean potters produced a 

matt-painted version. Both occurrences are however within the “normal behaviour” of both traditions and do 

not inflect on the general differences. The clear separations between respectively the matt-painted and 

Oinotrian-Euboean tradition do in my opinion, together with the already mentioned specific stylistic parallels 

to Greek and Italo-geometric pottery, justify the conclusion that Greek potters were working in Francavilla 

Marittima from the second quarter of the 8th BC onwards.   

      

It followingly seems that the initial Greek presence in the Sibaritide prior to c. 730 BC was limited to a 

craftsman level, which did not reach the indigenous elite. This was in contrast to the contacts between the 

indigenous and Phoenicians and I agree with the view that the first foreign contact achieved by the 

indigenous elite were Phoenician rather than Greek.      

 

9.2.2. Changing funeral rites in the period 730-700 BC 

After 730 BC, changes can be seen in the Sibaritide, at the end of Chapter 5, I isolated a small group of 

graves in the Sibaritide, which contained Greek pottery and dated the group to the period between 730-720 

BC, meaning shortly before the foundation of Sybaris. Although the group is limited, it does show some 

interesting patterns in the reception of Greek pottery (schema 10). In three graves, the presence of a Greek 

drinking cup in an individual functional position indicates the introduction of wine consumption.  

In another grave (T8) the overall composition of the grave goods, including Greek pottery, reflects, I think, 

the actual presence of a Greek woman or an indigenous woman with a high degree of Greek self-

identification.  

This changes in the indigenous funeral rites, especially towards the reception of Greek drinking cups, 

indicates that Greek individuals were present in the Sibaritide during the period shortly before the foundation 

of Sybaris and that they were in direct contact with members of the indigenous society on a formal level in 

contrast to the previous craftsman level.  

 

 It is however difficult to detect the ethnical background of these “Greek individuals” and it can therefore 

only be noted that they could have been related to the Greek activities in Campania or Salento, or they might 

have been Achaeans making themselves acquainted with the indigenous groups in the Sibaritide before the 

actual foundation of Sybaris.  

. 

 

9.3. Border sanctuary on the Timpone della Motta ? 

  F. de Polignac has defined a border sanctuary as an installation, which served the purpose of defining, 

controlling and protecting the chora of the Greek polis. The concept leaves no space for previous indigenous 
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religious activities at the sites of Greek border sanctuaries nor does it accept cooperation between indigenous 

and Greeks or continuation of indigenous religious rites or as it has been explained be de Polignac: “ It is 

hard to believe that, in the religious domain, the Greeks were necessarily influenced by the Italic natives to 

the point of adopting their deities and rites, which no more than a Greek veneer, for all the evidence shows 

how rapidly the indigenous culture became deeply and lastingly Hellenized341. 

  

Greek presence can be attested on the Timpone della Motta during the last part of the 8th century BC. This is 

in its own right reflected in the mix of Greek and indigenous impulses in the architecture of Temple Vc. The 

influx of Greek pottery to the sanctuary is however low when compared with the traditional Oinotrian 

ceramics. The combination of Greek cups, oinochai and locally produced craters indicates that wine drinking 

rituals of some form was incorporated in the sanctuary practice. The limited amount of drinking related 

shapes does however show that the ritual was not widely practiced. The craters were at the same time locally 

produced, which indicates an active indigenous choice in the acceptance. The overall appearance of the 

material from the last quarter of the 8th century BC remained predominantly indigenous in all other aspects. 

  

On this background it can clearly be stated that the interpretation of the Timpone della Motta as a border 

sanctuary finds no support in the archaeological record from the site.  

 

9.3.1. Influx of Greek and Oinotrian “colonial ware” pottery between c. 700-680 BC 

Considerations presented in Chapter 6 on the date and “type-batching” of the Greek pottery, showed that it 

remained a very limited material group until around 680 BC but as illustrated in Chapter 7 the amount of 

Greek shapes however increased in the first two decades of the 7th century BC . Oinotrian “colonial ware” 

cups and pyxides were systematically produced in a specialised local workshop. The fact that the influx of 

Greek pottery is limited until c. 680 BC is in contrast to the observation that at the same time there was a 

larger influx of matt-painted pottery from Basilicata in the period between 720-680 BC. I have in chapter 6.6  

suggested that one has to consider whether Greek pottery could also have arrived over the same connection. 

The overall range of pottery from the period indicates that the ritual and infrastructural control over the 

sanctuary continued to be indigenous. Sybaritic control or strong influence is unattested.  

 

9.3.2. Large scale influx to the Timpone della Motta c. 680-660 BC 

 

From c. 680 BC the large scale influx of Greek pottery to the sanctuary began and from c. 660 BC it 

increased rapidly.  

                                                 
341 De Polignac 1995, p. 
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At the same time, the local pottery workshops were producing vast amounts of vessels minded for the ritual 

use in the sanctuary. The overall shape repertoire shows that new dedicational and rites were introduced 

reflected in shapes such as aryballoi and conical lekythoi. This indicates an increasing Greek participation in 

the ritual affairs in the sanctuary but still the traditional indigenous focus on textile continued. In regards to 

the infrastructural control of the sanctuary, it can be noted that there is a more equal division between the 

indigenous and Greek sybaritic part the latter being clearly indicated by the amounts of Greek pottery and the 

fact that they arrived to the sanctuary in large batches ready for dedication. The construction of Temple Vd  

around 660/650 BC appears to be the culmination of the increasing Greek involvement in the sanctuary. The 

structure itself does not reflect any particular indigenous input but the fact that the new temple was 

constructed at the same place and maintained the dimension of the previous building Vc might in itself be 

viewed as a continuation of indigenous influence on the architectural appearance of the sanctuary. A 

continuing indigenous involvement in the sanctuary is however still present in the dedication of textile 

related objects and in the missive influx of locally produced vessels. The construction of Temple Vd 

corresponds with the date of the earliest Greek pottery from other sanctuary sites in the Sibaritide. Although 

not much is known about these places, the appearance of the Greek pottery itself indicates an increasing 

sybaritic interest in the religious affairs of the Sibaritide. Yet, it is still not possible to apply the concept of 

border sanctuaries to the situation since the investigation in this thesis shows that it was a gradual process of 

increasing Greek involvement. Furthermore, bronze finds from Cozzo Michelicchio show that religious 

activities had probably taken place here from before the foundation of Sybaris. 

In Francavilla Marittima the sanctuary was rearranged again towards the end of the 7th century BC or in the 

early 6th century BC. From what can be concluded from the excavated material the ritual arrangements of the 

sanctuary did not undergo any substantial changes on that occasion. 

 

 In consideration of the observations presented here is seem reasonable to argue that the Sybaritic influence 

on the of the Timpone della Motta, began around 680 BC and manifested itself in the religious spheres 

around 660/650 BC. From thereon the Sybaritic influence on the sanctuary on the Timpone della Motta 

gradually increased and from c. 650 BC more sanctuaries in the Sibaritide appears to have been under strong 

Sybaritic influence.        

     

9.4. Sybaritic influence outside the Timpone della Motta 

 

The graves in Amendolara, which were presented in Chapter 8, provide the clearest overview on the 

reception of Greek and colonial pottery in the indigenous graves of the Sibaritide. 
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 The first half of the 7th century BC offers no general changes in the funeral rites. The skyphoi, which 

appeared among the grave goods do not add a new functional aspect to the graves but merely seems to reflect 

an indigenous preference for Greek shape and decoration. From around ca. 650 BC general changes in the 

funeral rites start to take place. The introduction of perfumed oil into the funeral sphere indicates a new 

indigenous perception towards the contents of the graves. Oil containers notably aryballoi would, as argued, 

probably also have had a central position in Greek Sybaritic graves and it is therefore natural to see the 

appearance of oil containers in Amendolara as an inspiration from Greeks at nearby Sybaris. 

The appearance of oil in the Amendolara graves appears contemporary with the increasing sybaritic 

involvement on the Timpone della Motta and other sanctuaries in the Sibaritide, indicating that a more broad 

sybaritic influence was also starting to be felt in the indigenous areas.  

 

Yet, the traditional use of matt-painted vessels continued to be dominating in the Amendolara graves. 

Continuing the issue of oil containers, it is interesting to note that even though a new functional element was 

incorporated in the graves, they were vessels decorated in the traditional matt-painted technique, which 

fulfilled the role and rarely the Corinthian aryballos. One might wonder why so few aryballoi found their 

way to Amendolara. It seems unlikely that there was a deep felt resistance against using the Greek oil 

vessels. Drinking cups were frequently used and, as it has been observed several times, it was the functional 

value of vessels, which were underlying a strict traditional pattern and not their shape or origin. The presence 

of oil was a new and, as argued, probably Greek inspired element and it is therefore even more unlikely that 

they should have had any hesitation in using Corinthian aryballoi. That is, if they had been directly available. 

However, they might not have. When viewing the total amount of Greek and colonial vessels in Amendolara 

it becomes clear that the number of actual Greek pieces is very small compared to the number of colonial 

pieces. It can therefore again be observed that the deepest insight into Greek influence is not provided by the 

Greek pottery itself but by the study on the overall reception of pottery. The majority of the Greek pottery 

probably arrived via Sybaris. As illustrated in chapter 6.6., Greek pottery might have arrived in Francavilla 

Marittima during the period 720-680 BC via Incoronata but the connection appeared to end around 680 BC. 

In Amendolara, the only piece which surely dates within this period is the Thapsos skyphos from grave 105P. 

Of the remaining pieces none can be securely dated to this period and some, including the few aryballoi, 

clearly dates after. Sybaris therefore seems to be the most qualified guess of origin. That does however not 

mean that colonial ware pottery arrived from Sybaris or even that it was related to the Achaean city. The 

frequent finds of matt-painted vessels in the 7th century BC graves clearly show that a pottery production was 

related to the settlement. It is unknown whether colonial ware was also produced in Amendolara during the 

7th century BC but the presence of a production site at nearby Francavilla Marittima and the fact that a 

keramikos from the 6th century BC has been located in Amendolara at least justify the suggestion that the 
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settlement had its own production of colonial pottery e.g. filetti skyphoi, already in the 7th century BC342. 

Towards the end of the 7th century BC the funeral rites rapidly changes in Amendolara in direction of Greek 

costumes.   

The changes in Amendolara occur contemporary with large general changes in the sanctuary on the Timpone 

della Motta indicating a broad scale expansion of Sybaritic interest. 

 

In Francavilla Marittima the situation is more intriguing. As described in Chapter 2 clear signs of large scale 

migration are visible in the 7th century BC. The amount of graves at the Macchiabate necropolis is 

remarkably limited compared to the earlier periods and habitation of the plateaus of the Timpone della Motta 

is largely unattested. As described in chapter 2, various conclusions have been drawn from the apparent 

quick disappearance of the settlement and I will here conclude the present chapter with some general 

considerations on the changing settlement pattern in Francavilla Marittima.  

 

9.5. Migration 

It is without doubt that the indigenous settlement in Francavilla Marittima underwent dramatic changes at the 

end of the 8th century BC. The abrupt disappearance of houses and the likewise abrupt downfall in the 

number of graves must one way or another have been caused by a sudden event. Some material is however 

attested from the period between the late 8th century BC to ca 620 BC. In chapter 8, a number of graves from 

the Macchiabate necropolis were presented, which show that the reception of the Greek and colonial pottery 

both reflected continuation of traditional traditions and incorporation of pottery, which was related to the 

consumption of wine. It therefore seems evident that the small remaining population in Francavilla partly 

had adopted this ritual in the 7th century BC. Where this population actually lived is unsure. As mentioned in 

chapter 2 some fragments have been found on plateau 1 but they are few and no structures from the period 

have been found. Nevertheless, a continued habitation on or around the Timpone della Motta is in line with 

the continuing production of pottery in Francavilla Marittima as well as the continuing indigenous control 

over the infrastructural arrangement of the sanctuary in the first half of the 7th century BC. 

 In respect to the whereabouts of the migrating population, the present thesis has not produced any 

conclusive clarity on the question. Yet, the suggestion that they had translocated to Sybaris, as it has been 

defied by P. G. Guzzo and others, does, I think, makes some sense. Another possibility is that a new 

indigenous settlement was found some where towards Sybaris but the idea can not be controlled since the 

area today is covered by up to 6 m. of alluvial sand.   

 

However, Greek pressure on the indigenous society did not caused migration since it began at a point where 

the indigenous influence still was markedly strong on the sanctuary on the Timpone della Motta. Given the 

                                                 
342 La Geniére. 1967, pp. 195-208,   La Genière & Nickels 1975 , pp. 483-208.  
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indigenous preference for some material aspects of Greek culture and the quick incorporation of Greek 

elements in the sanctuary on the Timpone della Motta it seems more likely that the indigenous would have 

transferred to Sybaris out of their own self identification with Greek culture. 

 

The same pattern might also be observed at both Amendolara and Incoronata where, as described in Chapter 

2, indigenous settlements of the 8th century were replaced by larger mixed settlements in the 7th century BC.  

A final argument for this interpretation is the fact that a highly Hellenized indigenous group resettled at 

Francavilla Marittima towards the end of the 7th century BC. Although the houses, grave goods and newly 

constructed temples clearly corresponded to the Greek tradition, the indigenous self identification was still 

visible. Graves continued to be placed within the large family tumuli in the Macchiabate necropolis and the 

textile production continued to be a central ritual in the sanctuary on the Timpone della Motta.         

 

 

9.6. Conclusion 

The record of Greek-indigenous interrelations initiated during the first quarter of the 8th century BC on a 

crafts level, which was foremost centred around the Timpone della Motta. This initial contact did not cause 

any changes in indigenous religious attitude nor in funeral rites. It is difficult to relate this picture to the 

contemporary developments along the Tyrrhenian coast where a Greek presence can be attested in the 

indigenous graves first and foremost through the reception of Greek drinking cups in indigenous graves. That 

the situation in the Sibaritide is different is further underlined by the fact that Greek type cups where 

produced locally meaning that they were available within the indigenous sphere. It is therefore difficult to 

relate the Sibaritide to the “Euboean circuit” as it was described in chapter 2. Likewise, the Sibaritide was 

not within the “Corinthian” sphere. The limited amount of Greek pottery in itself shows that they did not 

arrive in a structural pattern. Some could potentially have arrived over indigenous contacts in Incoronata.  

From c. 730 BC the relationship developed into a formal level between indigenous and Greeks, which is 

reflected in funeral rites and in the sanctuary. In both cases, general Greek impulses can be seen but it is 

within a clear indigenous dominated cultural context but it appears difficult to asses the source of the Greek 

input. The influx of Greek pottery to the Timpone della Motta cannot directly be related to Sybaris since 

evidence strongly indicated that pottery would have arrived via the pre-excising connection to Campania as 

well as through indogenous contacts to Incoronata. The current methodological separation between pre-and 

post- Sybaris imports can therefore not be maintained. 

The changes in the indigenous culture develop gradually after the foundation of Sybaris.  

 The large influx of Greek pottery to the Timpone della Motta is in this thesis suggested to have started 

around 680 BC and to have rapidly increased from c. 660 BC and onwards. The influx arrived via Sybaris in  
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phase, which corresponds to contemporary changes in ritual rites. However, the indigenous ritual input 

remains clear through the period.  

In the Sibaritide the influx of Greek pottery can be observed from the end of the 8th century BC but general 

changes in funeral rites cannot be observed before towards the middle of the 7th century BC from thereon a 

gradual development towards Greek appearance can be observed.         
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General conclusion on the thesis. 

It has in this thesis been sought to contextualize the influx of Greek pottery to the Timpone della Motta and 

the Sibaritide in the period between c. 780 and 700 BC. The purpose of this was to attempt to evaluate the 

liability of Greek pottery as an empiric in the understanding of Greek-indigenous interaction and Greek 

colonisation.     

    

In the archaeology of the Sibaritide and elsewhere Greek pottery is traditionally regarded as a static Greek 

cultural marker in indigenous contexts and as an agent for Greek influence.  

The current thesis has however shown that Greek pottery, when studied in a vacuum, is not the best material 

for the understanding of the nature of interregional connections, Greek frequentation and later permanent 

presence or “colonisation” and the impact it had on the indigenous groups. 

     

A substantial part of the observations on the nature of the Greek cultural influence, made above, was not 

deduced from the Greek pottery itself but from its position within a broad contextual frame. 

This has its natural explanation in the fact that the value of Greek pottery as a independent cultural marker is 

limited.  

Pottery could essentially have been carried by anybody, redistributed and exchanged before it arrived in the 

Sibaritide, and much indicates that it actually was. The Greek pottery does therefore not give a substantial 

insight in the motive for their arrival but the indigenous reaction to them does. 

 

The thesis started with an outline of respectively the “Euboean circuit” and “Corinthian circuit”. This was 

done primarily in order to create a material and contextual frame in evaluating the cultural significance of 

Greek pottery on the Timpone della Motta and the Sibaritide. 

 Secondarily, to establish whether the Sibaritide was part of any of the “circuits” or not. In respect to the 

latter, the thesis shows that it was not. 

 

Greek activity and commercial interest developed in separate modes in the Sibaritide and did not reach a 

higher social level until shortly before the foundation of Sybaris. 

The initial Greek presence of the Sibaritide was on a crafts level consisting of Greek potters attracted to the 

Timpone della Motta where they worked from the second quarter of the 8th century BC and onwards. The 

outcome of the production itself shows that there is a direct relationship between the nature of the Oinotrian-

Euboean vessels and the indigenous ritual activities on the Timpone della Motta itself. In regards to the value 

of Greek pottery as a cultural marker, it must be pointed out that the actual presence of Greek pottery from 

the period before 730 BC only consists of a handful.      
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Therefore, to understand the cultural significance of Greek pottery it must be studied within a contextual 

frame, which incorporates the total range of archaeological material as well as the social context in which it 

is found contextual  

 

This is underlined by the observations that could be made in this thesis.  

The two following issues have been of key interest:   

A) Pre-Sybaris contact, 

B)  B) colonisation. 

 

The influx of Greek and locally produced pottery to the Timpone della Motta and the Sibaritide and the 

indigenous reception of the pottery shows that the initiation of Greek-indigenous interaction can be 

organised in the following chronological sequence.  

 

- Contact on crafts level (c.780- BC)  

- Contact on formal level ( c. 730/720- BC) 

-     Contact on religious level ( c. 730- BC )  

 

In regards to the relationship between the foundation of Sybaris and the influx of Greek pottery to the 

indigenous sites the above proposed sequence underlines that Greek pottery can not automatically be 

assumed to have arrived in the Sibaritide via Sybaris. The presence of imported matt-painted pottery further 

stresses this point. In the period after the foundation of Sybaris the influx of pottery to the Timpone della 

Motta provides positive evidence for the following influx lines to the Sibaritide:      

 

- Campania (780-690 BC) 

- Incoronata (720/710-680 BC ? ) 

- Sybaris (720/710- BC) 

 

The issue of Sybaritic colonisation or influence is strongly connected to the overall interpretations of the 

GIA excavation. It is unavoidable that the broad material and contextual record from the site must serve as a 

mirror of Sybaritic influence. The general interpretation on the GIA excavation have been defined by 

Marianne Kleibrink, who has argued Greek-indigenous co-existence and a phased transition of the sanctuary 

as opposed to rapid colonisation through the installation of a border sanctuary. The observations in this thesis 

fully supports the view. 
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Greek pottery has, as described in the introduction, long been used as the empiric barometer for Greek 

colonisation of the Sibaritide. I find nothing wrong in that. The nature of the site of Sybaris itself makes 

excavations difficult and the knowledge of the early period of the city is sporadic because of that. It is 

therefore only natural to seek information by using archaeological data from elsewhere in the Sibaritide 

including the finds of Greek pottery. 

 The GIA excavation, on which this thesis rests, has however illustrated that a more profound and detailed 

understanding is reached by first treating the Greek material within the native contexts, in which it occur and 

secondarily to try to relate the overall cultural development to the site of Sybaris it self.  

 

The present thesis on the Greek pottery from the Timpone della Motta and the publication of the material, is 

not going to be the last word on the issue. Neither is it intended to be so. Its main purpose is to outline the 

potential in a contextual approach to Greek pottery in the Sibaritide.      
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Samenvatting 

 
Achtergrond 

 
In het traditionele onderzoeksperspectief heeft het Griekse vaatwerk van de Timpone della Motta altijd een 
dominante plaats ingenomen in het bronnenmateraal als het gaat om de reconstructie van de Griekse 
frequentatie van de Sibaritide en contacten elders langs de Ionische kust voorafgaande aan de stichting van 
het antieke Sybaris (720/710 v. Chr.) en de daarop volgende Griekse kolonisatie van de Sibaritide. Slechts 
gebaseerd op de beperkte reikwijdte van de vroege Griekse importen hebben verschillende auteurs suggesties 
gedaan over de aard van de contacten tussen inheemse groepen in de Sibaritide en de `brengers’ van Griekse 
importen. Zo bestaan er verschillende ’aankomst theorieën’ over de verspreiding van vroeg Grieks 
aardewerk in de Sibaritide, zoals de circulatie van importen in autonome inheemse netwerken, direct contact 
tussen inheemse groepen en Euboische zeelieden op weg naar Ischia, of   “Grieks Corinthische verkenners” 
die vooral vanuit de Salento opereerden. In de studie van de betreffende perioden is Grieks aardewerk dat in 
het laatste kwart van de 8ste eeuw v. Chr. en later wordt gedateerd als een empirische barometer gebruikt in 
het onderzoek naar de stichting  van het antieke Sybaris en haar relaties met de inheemse Sibaritide.  
 
Probleemstelling 

 
Ons huidige begrip is dus beperkt door het sporadisch voorhanden zijn van gepubliceerd Grieks en niet 
Grieks materiaal van de Timpone della Motta en andere sites in de Sibaritide. Als gevolg hiervan is ons beeld 
van de verspreiding en de achterliggende culturele mechanismen onduidelijk en kan alleen in algemene 
termen worden gedefinieerd. 
 
Doel en methode van het proefschrift 

 
Het voorliggende proefschrift geeft een gedetailleerde interpretatie van de receptie van Grieks aardewerk en 
maakt daarbij gebruik van heldere concepten omtrent de geografische, chronologische en typologische 
distributie van Grieks aardewerk in de Sibaritide. De aanwezigheid van Grieks aardewerk wordt geevalueerd 
in een breed contextueel kader met oog voor de relatie tussen Griekse importen en die lokale 
aardewerkproducten die sterk geïnspireerd waren door Grieks aardewerk. 
 
Observaties en conclusies 

 
De identificatie van een groep Euboische importen alsmede een groep Euboisch geïnspireerde lokale vazen 
op de Timpone della Motta - waarnaar wordt verwezen als ”Oinotrian-Euboian” - laat zien dat op de 
Timpone della Motta Griekse pottenbakkers aan het werk waren al vanaf ruim voor de helft van de 8ste eeuw 
v. Chr. tot aan het begin van de 7de eeuw v. Chr. De conclusie dat Griekse pottenbakkers in de inheemse 
Oinotrische maatschappij aanwezig waren kon worden bereikt door het combineren van de traditionele 
stilistische methode met een ”onsite” vergelijking tussen Oinotrisch-Euboisch en traditioneel inheems 
beschilderd aardewerk op het vlak van pottenbakkerstechnieken, vaasvormen en bron van de gebruikte 
motieven. Een sterke coherentie tussen het Oinotrisch-Euboisch aardewerk in de Sibaritide en de 
gelijktijdige Italisch Geometrische productie in Campania, Etrurië en op Ischia, suggereert dat uitwisseling 
van pottenbakkerstechnieken veelvuldig voorkwam tussen de Tyrrheense kust en de Sibritide. Ten aanzien 
hiervan wordt in dit proefschrift opgemerkt dat de influx van Grieks aardewerk op de Timpone della Motta 
van voor 730/720 v. Chr. een resultaat was van een welomschreven circulatie van ambachtelijk kunnen. 
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In het proefschrift wordt de suggestie gedaan dat tot aan 730 v. Chr. de Griekse aanwezigheid op de 
Timpone della Motta beperkt was tot ambachtelijk niveau. Dit wordt beargumenteerd met behulp van een 
analyse van het receptiepatroon van Grieks en Oinotrisch-Euboisch aardewerk in het heiligdom van de 
Timpone della Motta en in de inheemse graven van de Sibaritide. Deze laten zien dat het aardewerk niet 
gerecipieerd werd met een specifieke inherente betekenis, maar louter als vervanging van traditionele vazen. 
   
In de periode 730 en 720 v. Chr. bereikte de Griekse aanwezigheid in de Sibaritide een ´formeel´ niveau 
hetgeen kan worden afgeleid van de veranderende receptiepatronen in de inheemse graven waar vooral 
Griekse of Griekse-stijl drinkkoppen een individuele functionele positie verkregen onder de grafgoederen. 
Dit rechtvaardigt de conclusie dat de koppen geassocieerd waren met een speciaal ritueel – van buitenaf 
geintroduceerd – dat mogelijk te maken had met de consumptie van wijn. In het heiligdom op de Timpone 
della Motta valt de constructie van een tempel met Griekse en inheemse architectonische trends (gebouw Vc) 
samen met de introductie van nieuwe Griekse aardewerkvormen die gerelateerd kunnen worden aan de 
consumptie van wijn. De algemene materiële en rituele expressie van het heiligdom bleef echter bovenal 
inheems tot 700 v. Chr. Gedurende de eerste twee decaden van de 7de eeuw v. Chr. bleef het scala aan 
aardewerkvormen onveranderd in het heiligdom. Echter, de lokaal geproduceerde Griekse typen wonnen aan 
populariteit ten koste van de traditionele typen. Griekse importen bleven echter een zeldzaamheid op de 
Timpone della Motta. Vanaf 680 begon het Grieks aardewerk op grote schaal het heiligdom binnen te komen 
en vanaf c. 660 nam dit nog toe. Tezelfdertijd produceerden de lokale pottenbakkerswerkplaatsen grote 
hoeveelheden vazen bestemd voor ritueel gebruik in het heiligdom. Het vormenrepertoir laat zien dat nieuwe 
wijdingsriten werden geintroduceerd. Dit vinden we gereflecteerd in vormen zoals aryballoi en konische 
lekythoi. Dit wijst op een toenemende Griekse participatie in de rituele handelingen in het heiligdom. 
Daarnaast continueerden de traditionele inheemse trends.  
 
De bouw van Temple Vd rond 660/650 BC lijkt vervolgens de culminatie te zijn van de gesignaleerde 
toenemende Griekse invloed in het heiligdom. De bouw van deze tempel komt overeen met de datering van 
het vroegste Griekse aardewerk in andere heiligdommen in de Sibritide. Alhoewel er niet veel bekend  is 
over laatsgenoemde sites, houdt het verschijnen van Grieks aardewerk op zich een toenemende interesse in 
vanuit Sybaris in de rituele handelingen die in de Sibaritide plaatsvinden. Gelijktijdige veranderingen in de 
inheemse funeraire riten laten zien dat de Griekse aanwezigheid een culturele impact had op de inheemse 
maatschappij. 
In Francavilla Marittima werd het heiligdom aan het einde van de 7de eeuw v. Chr. of in de vroege 6de eeuw 
v. Chr., geherstructureerd. Uit hetgeen we kunnen concluderen uit het opgegraven materiaal waren de rituele 
handelingen bij die gelegenheid niet onderhevig aan substantiële veranderingen. De inheemse graven uit het 
laatste deel van de 7de en 6de eeuw v. Chr. laten een langzame verandering zien in de richting van een 
incorporatie van Griekse funeraire riten. 
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English summary  

 

Background  
 
In the traditional research perspective the Greek pottery from the Timpone della Motta has been a dominant 
source material in the reconstruction of Greek frequentation and of contacts further along the Ionian coast 
prior to the foundation of ancient Sybaris (720/710 BC). This also holds for the later Greek colonisation of 
the Sibaritide. Based on the limited range of early Greek imports, a variation of suggestions to the nature of 
the contacts between indigenous groups in the Sibaritide and the carriers of the Greek imports have been 
brought forward by various authors. The distribution of early Greek pottery in the Sibaritide is explained by 
a number of different arrival theories such as circulation of imports in autonomous indigenous networks, 
direct contact between indigenous groups and “Euboean” sailors going in the direction of Ischia, or “Greek 
Corinthian prospectors”, mainly operating from the Salento area.  
In the study of subsequent periods Greek pottery dating to the last quarter of the 8th century BC and onwards, 
has been used as an empirical barometer in the reconstruction of the foundation of ancient Sybaris and its 
relations to the indigenous Sibaritide. 
 
Problem formulation 
 
Our present understanding is however limited by the sporadic availability of published Greek and non Greek 
ceramics from the Timpone della Motta and other sites of the Sibaritide. As a consequence thereof, the 
reconstruction of its distribution and the underlying cultural mechanisms, are unclear and only defined in 
general terms.      
 
Objective and method 
 
The current thesis provides both a detailed interpretation of the reception of the Greek pottery in ritual and 
funerary contexts and explanations of the geographical, chronological and typological distribution of Greek 
pottery in the Sibaritide. This is done by evaluating the presence of Greek pottery within a broad contextual 
frame, which for the greater part focused on the relationships between Greek imports and local pottery 
products which where strongly inspired by Greek ceramics. 
 
Observations and conclusions 
 
The identification of a group of Euboean imports as well as of Euboean inspired local vessels, labelled 
“Oinotrian-Euboean”, from the Timpone della Motta, shows that Greek potters where working in Francavilla 
Marittima from well before the middle of the 8th century BC and until the beginning of the 7th century BC. 
 
The conclusion that Greek potters were present in indigenous Oinotrian society is reached by combining  
traditional archaeological stylistic methods of analysis with “onsite” comparison between Oinotrian-Euboean 
and traditional indigenous painted pottery ( matt-painted ), in regards to potters’ technique, vessel shapes and 
origin of motifs. A strong coherency between the Oinotrian-Euboean pottery in the Sibaritide and the 
contemporary Italo-Geometric productions in Campania, Etruria and on Ischia, suggest that a circulation of 
potters crafmanship was current between the Sibaritide and the Tyrrhenian coast. In the thesis it is therefore 
concluded that the influx of Greek pottery to the Timpone della Motta, prior to 730/720 BC, was a result of 
the circulation of craftmanship. It is suggested however that until 730 BC Greek presence in Francavilla 
Marittima was limited to a crafts level. This is argued from an analysis of the reception pattern of Greek and 
Oinotrian-Euboean pottery in the sanctuary on the Timpone della Motta and in the indigenous graves of the 
Sibaritide, which shows that the pottery was not received with any special inherent meaning but was merely 
taken as replacement for traditional vessels.  
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In the period between 730 and 720 BC Greek presence in the Sibaritide reached a higher social level which is 
observed through changing reception patterns in the indigenous graves where especially Greek or Greek 
style drinking cups achieved an individual functional position among the grave goods. This justifies the 
conclusion that the cups where associated with a special ritual - introduced from outside – and probably in 
the shape of wine consumption. In the sanctuary on the Timpone della Motta the construction of a temple 
with Greek and native architectural trends (building Vc) coincided with the introduction of new Greek 
pottery shapes that where related to the consumption of wine. The overall material and ritual expression of 
the sanctuary did however at the same time remain predominantly indigenous until 700 BC. In the first two 
decades of the 7th century BC the range of vessel shapes remained unchanged in the sanctuary but the locally 
produced Greek types gained popularity at the expense of traditional ones. Greek imports did however 
remain rare on the Timpone della Motta. 
 
From c. 680 BC the large scale influx of Greek pottery in the sanctuary began and from c. 660 BC it would 
increase rapidly. At the same time, the local pottery workshops were producing vast amounts of vessels 
meant for ritual use in the sanctuary. The overall shape repertoire shows that new dedicational rites were 
introduced as is indicated by shapes such as aryballoi and conical lekythoi. This points to an increasing 
Greek participation in rituals taking place in the sanctuary although traditional indigenous trends continued. 
The construction of Temple Vd around 660/650 BC appears to be the culmination of the increasing Greek 
involvement in the sanctuary. The construction of this temple corresponds with the date of the earliest Greek 
pottery from other sanctuary sites in the Sibaritide. Although not much is known about these sites, the 
appearance of this Greek pottery in itself would indicate an increasing sybaritic interest in the religious 
activities in the Sibaritide. Contemporary changes in indigenous funeral rites illustrates that also Greek 
presence had a cultural impact on indigenous society.  
Towards the end of the 7th century BC, or in the early 6th century BC, the sanctuary on the Timpone della 
Motta was rearranged again. From what can be concluded from the excavated material the ritual 
arrangements of the sanctuary did not undergo any substantial changes on that occasion. The indigenous 
graves from the later part of the 7th century and the 6th century BC show an gradual transformation 
incorporating Greek funeral rites.   
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Text catalog. 
 
 
 
Mycenaean  
 
1. AC18A.7/101K 
Wall fragment of closed vessel. 
H: 3.1 cm. W: 3.05 cm. T: 0.5 cm. 
Clay: 7.5 YR 4/1, dark gray. 
Band followed by three circles. Oblong dot to the side, 7.5 YR 2.5/1, black 
Mycenaean 
 
2.SPOR-PLI/1 
Wall fragment of closed vessel. Most of paint lost. 
H: 3.05 cm. W: 2.4 cm. T: 0.6-0.8 cm. 
Clay: 7.5 YR 5/3, brown, frequent shiny particles. 
Band and curving lines, 7.5 YR 3/1, very dark gray. 
 
Corinthian MGII-LG/EPC 
 
3. AC17.6/2X 
Rim fragment of proto-kotyle. Offset rim. Paint lost. 
Ø rim: 16.0 cm; H: 1.4 cm; T: 0.3 cm 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/4, pale yellow. No inclusions. 
Vertical chevrons. Line at rim and under rim. Monochrome at the interior. Paint lost. 
MGII 
 
4. AC25.1/1K.  
Rim fragment of proto-kotyle 
Ø rim: 18.0 cm; H: 2.25 cm; T: 0.45 cm 
Clay: 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown. 
Remains of two vertical bars to the left. To the right, horizontal lines followed by row of irregular chevrons. 
Line under and at rim. Interior monochrome except for thin reserved line under rim. 10 YR 2/2, very dark 
brown – 10 YR 3/3, dark brown. Interior: 10 YR 2/2, very dark brown. 
LG 
 
5. AC12.18/1K.  
Rim fragment of kotyle. 
Ø rim: 14.0 cm; H: 2.4 cm; T: 0.3 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 7/4, very pale brown.  
Irregular chevrons bordered by band. Thin line at rim. Monochrome at interior except for reserved rim with 
remain of one vertical stroke. 10 YR 2/2, very dark brown. Interior: 10 YR 2/2, very dark brown. 
LG 
 
6. AC22.2/4. 
Rim fragment of proto-kotyle.  
Ø rim: 18.0 cm; H: 4.6 cm; T. 0.35 cm. 
Clay: 7.5 YR 8/3, pink, interior; 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown, exterior. 
Fully monochrome at the exterior. Applied horizontal yellow line at lower part. Above that there is the 
remain of a reserved area in the shape of a hourglass motive. Two vertical applied yellow lines and further to 
the left there is ornament consisting of two circles and central dot. Applied yellow line just under rim. 



Monochrome at the interior except for thin reserved line just under rim. Further down a yellow band has 
been applied. 7.5 YR 2.5/2, very dark brown, 2.5 Y 8/2, pale yellow, applied. At interior: 2.5 YR 4/4, dusky 
red, deluding to, 2.5 YR 4/6, dark red.   
LG.  
 
7.AC16.20/1004.  
Rim fragment of proto-kotyle. Paint lost but decoration can still be recognized. 
Ø rim: 9.0 cm; H: 2.2 cm; T: 0.25 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 Y 7/4, pale yellow. No visible inclusions. 
Exterior surface monochrome black. Two bands of added paint, and two vertical bars on right side in area 
between handles. Rim reserved. Interior black monochrome, with line under rim in added paint. 
LG  
 
8.AC18.13/101. 
Two joining rim of hemispheric kotyle. 
Ø rim: 15.0 cm; H: 2.9 cm; T: 0.2-0.4 cm. 
Clay: 7.5 YR 8/3, pink. No inclusions. 
Lines at lower part. Then hatched meander and vertical bars to the left. Line just under rim and at rim. 
Monochrome at the interior except for reserved rim. Applied white band just under rim. 7.5 YR 5/6, strong 
brown, 7.5 YR 3/2, dark brown, 10 YR 2/2, very dark brown (interior), 2.5 YR 4/4, dusky red (at upper part 
of interior). 7.5 YR 8/1, white (interior applied). 
LG-EPC. 
 
9.AC22A.T1/1j = AC22A.15 
Fragments from wall and rim of kyathos. Not all joining. Paint partly worn off. 
Ø rim: 11.0 cm; H: 4.8 cm; T: 0.3 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/3, pale yellow. No inclusions. 
monochrome at lower part. At upper part, Central horizontal lines with band and wavy lines above. All that 
flanked by vertical lines to the left and right. Fully monochrome at the interior.10 YR 5/3, brown, 7.5 YR 
6/6, reddish yellow, 2.5 YR 3/4, dusky red (interior). 
LG 
 
10.AC13.15/53. 
Rim fragment of kyathos.  
H: 3.4 cm; W: 3.6 cm; T: 0.4 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 8/4, very pale brown. No inclusions. 
Vertical lines to the left, small remain of horizontal lines to the right. Fully monochrome at the interior. 10 
YR 2/2, very dark brown, (also at interior) 10 YR 5/8, yellowish brown.  
LG 
 
11.AC26.11/9j. 
Wall fragment of kyathos. With mark of handle attachment. Paint partly flaked off. 
H: 5.9 cm; W: 5.15 cm; T: 0.45 cm. 
Clay: 7.5 YR 5/4, brown. No inclusions. 
Monochrome at lower part. vertical lines at upper right part. Monochrome at the interior. 5 YR 5/6, 
yellowish red, 5 YR 3/2, dark reddish brown, 2.5 YR 4/8, dark red (interior). 
LG 
 
12.AC25.18/1j 
Rim fragment of kyathos. Paint slightly worn off. 
Ø rim: 13.0 cm; H: 3.05 cm; T: 0.35 cm. 
Clay:7.5 YR 8/4, pink, at core. 10 YR 8/4, very pale brown, at interior and exterior. No inclusions. 
Two horizontal wavy lines. Band of vertical sigma above that. Horizontal wavy line under rim. To the left a 



small part of a figure is preserved, probably from a heron. Monochrome at the interior except for two 
reserved lines just under rim. 7.5 YR 4/2, brown. 10 YR 3/2, very dark grayish brown, at interior. 
LG 
 
13. AC25A.1/50X, AC27.1/45X, AC27.5/1j. 
Three wall and shoulder fragments of conical lekythos. Part of handle and lower part of neck preserved. paint 
lost in some places. 
H: 5.1 cm; W: 5.4 cm. T: 0.55 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/2, pale yellow. No inclusions. 
Two lines preserved at lower part. Then panels with vertical lozenge chain. The panels  are separated by two 
vertical bars. Three lines above. Stars at shoulder and horizontal lines at neck. horizontal lines at back of 
handle. 10 YR 2/2, very dark brown. 
MGII 
 
 
Euboean MGII-LG 
 
 
14. AC17A.12/391, AC21.11/101, AC21.11/102 
Three rim and handle fragments from “black cup” skyphos. 
Ø rim: 10.0 cm; H: 3.3 cm; T: 0.2 – 0.5 cm. 
Clay: 7.5 YR 6/4, light brown. Sp. black and calcareous inclusions. 
Fully monochrome. 7.5 YR 3/2, very dark brown – 7.5 YR 3/4, dark brown. 
MGII  
 
 
15. 2777 
Rim fragment from skyphos with high offset rim. Slightly secondary burned. 
Ø rim: 12.0 cm; H: 3.8 cm; T: 0.45 cm. 
Clay: 7.5 YR 7/3, pink.  
Slip at exterior surface. Group of diagonal dashes bordered by horizontal bands. At rim, two pains of three 
concentric circles with central dot. Line at rim. Monochrome at the interior. Three applied white horizontal 
bands under rim. Slip and applied bands: 10 YR 8/2, very pale brown. 10 YR 3/3, dark brown.  
LG 
 
16. AC18.13/200 
Wall fragment of skyphos  
H: 3.7 cm; W: 3.4 cm; T: 0.25 – 0.5 cm. 
Clay: 7.5 YR 6/4, light brown.  
Slip at exterior. Horizontal band at lower part. Single cross hatched lozenges with interspaced dots 
surrounded by band. Three vertical bares to the right. Monochrome at  the interior. Slip: 7.5 YR 8/3, pink. 
7.5 YR 3/2, Exterior: dark brown – 7.5 YR 4/2, brown. Interior: 10YR 3/2, very dark grayish brown.     
LG 
 
17. SPOR/1E 
Rim fragment from oinochoe. Some calcareous incrustations at surface. 
H. 2.9 cm, W. 3.0 cm, T. 0.4 cm. 
Clay: 7.5 YR 6/4, light brown. 
Fully monochrome and exterior and interior. Diagonal applied bands at exterior. 7.5 YR 3/3, dark brown, 
Applied: 10 YR 8/2, very pale brown.    
LG 
 
18. AC25.1/1E 



Rim- and neck fragment of oinochoe. 
H. 8.8 cm, W. 8.2 cm, T. 0.9 – 0.6 cm. 
Clay: 7.5 YR 6/4, light brown, at core 7.5 YR 7/4, pink.  
Fully monochrome. 7.5 YR 3/3, dark brown – 7.5 YR 4/4, brown.  
LG 
 
19. AC.3.13/1E, AC3.13/2E 
Two wall fragments of open vessel. Decoration lost in some places. 
H. 5.6 cm, W. 7.4 cm, T. 0.4 cm. 
Clay: 7.5 YR 5/4, brown. Sp. black and calcareous inclusions. 
Horizontal band with diagonal bands above. Monochrome at the interior. Exterior: 7.5 YR 2.5/2, very dark 
brown – 7.5 YR 3/3, dark brown. Interior: 7.5 YR 3/1, very dark gray. 
LG 
 
 
Oinotrian-Euboean 
 
 
20. (AC3.38/66, AC17.14/801) 
Wall and rim fragments of scodella. Well preserved. 
Ø rim. 24.0  cm. H. 5.2 cm. W. 8.7 cm. T. 0.55 cm. 
Clay: Depurated, hard fired. 5 YR 6/6, reddish yellow. 10 YR 7/4, very pale brown at exterior surface. 
Vacuities. Mica and few calcareous inclusions. 
Lower part of exterior surface is polished. Broad monochrome area at the lower part followed by two groups 
of four concentric circles with central dot. Two bands, horizontal wavy line and a line at the rim. Group of 
thin dashes at interior part of rim. At the interior wall the lower and upper part is monochrome, a horizontal 
band in the middle is kept reserved. Paint is slightly shining 5 YR 6/4, light reddish brown. 
780/770-730 BC 
 
 
21. (AC18.15/50, AC18.15/282, AC18.800SURF). 
Two joining rim fragment and one wall fragment of scodella. Paint worn off at upper left part. 
Ø rim. 20 cm. Restored H. 6.9 cm. T. 0.4-0.55 cm. 
Clay: Depurated, hard fired with sporadic small vacuities. 7.5 YR 5/6, strong brown, 7.5 YR 6/4, light brown 
(at exterior surface). Sp. mica, calcareous inclusions. 
Remains of three groups of four concentric circles. Horizontal wavy line under rim, bordered below, by band 
and above by line at rim. Group of dashes at interior part of rim. Remaining part of interior is monochrome. 
Paint is shining. 5 YR 3/3, dark reddish brown, deluding to, 5 YR 5/4, reddish brown (also at interior). 
780/770-730 BC 
 
 
22. (AC16.1) 
Rim fragment of scodella. 
Ø. rim:  23,0 cm; H: 3,1 cm; T: 0,5-0,6 cm 
Clay: Hard fired. 5YR 5/4, reddish brown. Calcareous inclusions (three big pieces at interior part) and 
vacuities. 
Deco: Remains of two concentric circles. Horizontal wavy line under rim bordered below by band and above 
by line at rim. Group of dashes at interior part of rim. Rest of interior is monochrome. 
Paint: 2.5YR 4/6, red. 
780/770-730 BC 
 
 
23. (AC10.39/9) 



Rim fragment of scodella. 
Ø. rim: 24,0 cm; H: 3,2 cm; T: 0,5 cm 
Clay: Hard fired. 5YR 5/6, yellowish red. Mica and calcareous inclusions. 
Deco: Band at rim, horizontal wavy line below followed by two band. Groups of dashes at interior part of 
rim. Rest of interior is monochrome. 
Paint: 5YR 4/2, dark reddish gray diluted to 7.5YR 4/3, brown (exterior bands); 7.5YR 5/4, brown (wavy 
line); 2.5YR 4/3, reddish brown (dashes); 2.5YR 5/8, red (interior). 
780/770-730 BC 
 
24. (AC5.5) 
Rim and wall fragment of scodella. 
Ø. rim: 24,0 cm; H: 3,5 cm; T: 0,5 cm 
Clay: Hard fired. 5YR 5/6, yellowish red. Calcareous inclusions. 
Remains of two concentric circles. Horizontal wavy line under rim bordered below by band and above by 
band at rim. Group of diagonal dashes at interior part of rim. Rest of interior is monochrome. 
2.5YR 5/6, red (exterior); 10R 4/6, red (interior). 
780/770-730 BC 
 
25. (AC18A.2/101) 
Rim fragment of scodella. Paint slightly worn. 
Ø rim. 21 cm. H. 5.6 cm. T. 0.7 cm. 
Clay: Hard fired with frequent vacuities, some large. 5 YR 5/1, gray (core),  5 YR 5/8, yellowish red ( upper 
part of exterior and interior), 5 YR 5/6, yellowish red (where polished at lower part of exterior). Few 
inclusions of mica and frequent calcareous particles as well as a few black.  
Polished at lower part of exterior wall. Horizontal wavy line under rim, bordered downwards by band and 
upwards by line. Remains of two groups of dashes, preserved at interior part of the rim. Rest of interior is 
kept plain. Paint is matt, 5 YR 2.5/2, dark reddish brown 
780/770-730 BC 
 
 
26. (10.19) 
Rim fragment of scodella 
Ø. rim: 27,0 cm; H: 2,9 cm; T: 1,6 cm 
Clay: Hard fired. 5YR 5/6, yellowish red. Sp. mica, calcareous inclusions. 
Deco: slip at exterior. Single crosshatched lozenges flanked by groups of four vertical wavy lines. 
Monochromes at interior except for rim. Four dashes preserved at interior part of rim. 
Paint: 10YR 8/3, very pale brown (slip); 7.5 YR 3/1, very dark gray at interior and exterior. 
730/720 BC - 
 
 
27. ( AC18.10/1P) 
Rim and wall fragments of scodella . Paint partly worn off. 
Ø rim. 20.5 cm. H. 3.3 cm. T. 0.55 cm. 
Clay: Medium hard fired with sporadic small vacuities. 5 YR 6/8, reddish yellow. Mica and calcareous.. 
Two horizontal bands at lower followed by groups of concentric circles.  Under rim, Two single 
crosshatched lozenges separated by groups of four vertical wavy lines. All this, bordered by horizontal line. 
Interior part of rim reserved, the rest is fully monochrome. Paint is slightly shining and thickly applied. 2.5 
YR 5/6, red (also at interior). 
730/720 BC - 
 
28. (18A.11) 
Rim fragment of scodella. 
Ø. rim: 18,0 cm; H: 3,5 cm; T: 0,5 cm 



Clay: Hard fired. 2.5YR 5/6, red. Small and sporadic calcareous inclusions. 
Band at rim, remains of four horizontal lines. Dashes at interior part of rim. Rest of interior is monochrome. 
2.5YR 4/3, reddish brown (band at rim); 5YR 4/6, yellowish red diluted to 5YR 5/6, yellowish red. 
720-690 BC 
 
29. (AC4.18/1P) 
Rim fragment of lekane. Well preserved. 
Ø rim. 27.0 cm. H. 2.35 cm. T. 0.4 cm. 
Clay: Hard fired with some large vacuities. 5 YR 7/8, reddish yellow. 5 YR 6/4, light reddish brown, at 
surface. Mica, calcareous and black inclusions. 
Horizontal wavy line and line at rim. Single broad diagonal stroke at interior part of rim. Monochrome at the 
interior. 7.5YR 4/4, brown; Interior: 2.5YR 5/6, red.  
725-700 BC 
 
30. (17.14/99k) 
Wall fragment of skyphos. Wall fragment. 
H: 3.35 cm; W: 3.0 cm; T: 0.3 - 0.5 cm 
Clay: 5 YR 5/6, yellowish red. mica. 
Vertical bars at lower left. Oblong dot to the right. Two horizontal bands above that. Monochrome at interior. 
Paint: 5 YR 3/3, dark reddish brown - 5 YR 5/4, reddish brown. Interior: 5 YR 3/3, dark reddish brown. 
780-730 BC 
 
31. (AC18.9/41) 
Two joining rim fragments of skyphos. Lip is slightly inwards leaning, rounding outwards at lower part. 
Paint partly worn. 
Ø rim. 14.0 cm, H. 4.1 cm. T. 0.35-0.5 cm.  
Clay: Hard fired with sporadic small vacuities. 5YR.6/8, reddish yellow. Inclusions of mica. 
Thin “creamy” slip at exterior surface. Two horizontal wavy lines, separated by pairs of horizontal lines. 
Four vertical bars preserved at upper left part. Rim reserved. At the interior, Two groups of vertical dashes 
just under rim, followed by horizontal band. The exterior slip is covering the area just under the rim. The rest 
of the interior is plain. 7.5 YR 7/4, pink (slip), 5 YR 2.5/2, dark reddish brown    
780-730 BC 
 
32. (Sk.17) 
Rim fragment of skyphos. Paint lost at lower part. 
Ø. rim: 15,0 cm; H: 3,6 cm; T: 0,4 cm 
Clay: 2.5 YR 5/6 red. Calcareous inclusions. 
Exterior surface seems slightly polished at lower part.  
Line at lip, two horizontal bands on the rim, horizontal wavy line below. Single bar preserved to the left. 
Group of diagonal dashes at interior part of rim. Rest of interior is monochrome. 
Paint: 2.5YR 4/6, red (line and bands); 2.5YR 3/2, dusky red (wavy line); 2.5YR 4/8, red (paint at interior); 
2.5YR 5/8, red (dashes). 
720 BC terminus ante quem for the appearance of the type.  
 
 
33. AC12.12/9k  
Fragment of skyphos. Upper wall fragment. 
H: 2.7 cm; W: 3.85 cm; T: 0.35 cm 
Clay: 5 YR 6/6, reddish yellow, mica. 
Two horizontal lines at lower part. Above, vertical bars to the left and panel with chevrons to the right. 
Remains of two horizontal lines above that. 5 YR 3/2, dark reddish brown - 5 YR 4/4, reddish brown. Slip: 
7.5 YR 7/3, pink. Interior: 7.5 YR 2.5/2, very dark brown. 
720 BC terminus ante quem for the appearance of the type.  



 
 
 
34. AC18.15/100, AC18.17/2P 
Rim fragments of skyphos. Paint worn at exterior. 
Ø rim. 21.0 cm. H. 4.2 cm. T. 0.4 cm. 
Clay: Medium hard fired. 7.5 YR 7/6, reddish yellow. Mica, calcareous inclusions. 
To the left, horizontal lines with row of vertical wavy lines above. Vertical bars to the right. Line at lip and 
rim. Reserved band with group of diagonal dashes at upper part of interior wall. Rest is monochrome. 5 YR 
6/6, reddish yellow, also at interior. 
720 BC terminus ante quem for the appearance of the type.  
 
 
35. (AC18.17/1P) 
Rim fragment of skyphos. Well preserved. 
Ø rim. 14.0 cm. H. 3.75 cm. T. 0.4 cm. 
Clay: Hard fired. 7.5 YR 7/6, reddish yellow, reddish yellow. Mica, calcareous inclusions. 
Two horizontal bands. Then wavy line. Horizontal under and at rim. Diagonal dashes at interior part of rim. 
Rest of interior is monochrome. Paint is shining. 7.5 YR 3/2, dark brown, deluding to, 7.5 YR 6/6 reddish 
yellow (also at interior). 
720 BC terminus ante quem for the appearance of the type.  
 
 
36.  (AC4.29/1P) 
Rim fragment of skyphos. Well preserved with some calcareous incrustations. 
Ø rim. 16.0 cm. H. 3.2 cm. T. 0.4 cm. 
Clay: Hard fired with small vacuities. 7.5 YR 7/4, pink, 7.5 YR 8/6, reddish yellow at exterior surface. Mica, 
calcareous inclusions. 
Horizontal band at lower part, above that, horizontal wavy line flanked by vertical bars to the right. Two 
bands under and one on rim. Group of dashes at interior part of rim. Rest of interior is monochrome. 2.5 YR 
2.5/2, very dusky red, deluding to, 2.5 YR 4/8, dark red.   
720 BC terminus ante quem for the appearance of the type.  
 
 
37. (AC18.15/457, AC18.15/466, AC18A.12.16). 
Three rim fragments of skyphos. Well preserved. 
Ø rim. 13.0 cm. H. 5.5 cm. T. 0.4 cm. 
Clay: Depurated, hard fired, 5 YR 7/8, reddish yellow. Mica, calcareous inclusions. 
Lower part of external wall is polished. Two horizontal lines crossing over to three lines under the handle. In 
handle zone, horizontal wavy line flanked by vertical bars that are overlapping the horizontal line beneath. 
Line at each side of the handle and oblong dots at the back. Line under and at rim. Groups of dashes at 
interior part of rim and a horizontal line under that. Rest of interior is reserved. Paint is matt 5 YR 3/1, very 
dark gray, deluding to, 5 YR 3/3, dark brown. 
720 BC terminus ante quem for the appearance of the type.  
 
38. (AC3.14/11). 
Cup with high handle. Paint is lost but a clear shadow of the decoration remains. Complete.  
H. 8.34 cm. Ø rim. 5.25 cm. Ø of base: 4.9 cm; H: 8.4 cm; T: 0.6-0.7 cm 
Clay: Depurated, hard fired. 7.5 YR 6/4, light brown at surface. Sporadic mica particle and calcareous 
inclusions. 
Monochrome up to the height of the lower handle attachment. Then single horizontal line followed by 
horizontal wavy line and another three horizontal lines. Rim reserved. Closely set horizontal lines at back of 
handle. 2.5 YR 5/4, reddish brown. 



 
39. AC25.1/118P 
Rim fragment of cup.  
Ø rim. 6.0 cm. H. 5.5 cm. T. 0.35 cm. 
Clay: Hard fired, 5 YR 5/8, yellowish red. Sporadic mica particle and minor calcareous inclusions. 
Slip at exterior surface. Horizontal wavy line bordered by line. 
Slip at exterior surface and interior part of rim. Horizontal wavy line flanked by lines, 5 YR 3/1, very dark 
gray, 7.5 YR 8/3, pink (slip). 
 
40. (AC17.18/33) 
Rim fragment of small bowl. Lip sloping inwards. Lower part slightly curving towards (not preserved) base. 
Well preserved. 
Ø rim. 13.0 cm. H. 3.1 cm. T. 0.35-0.55 cm. 
Clay: Hard fired with vacuities. 7.5 YR 6/4, light brown. Few calcareous inclusions, otherwise no visible 
particles.  
Exterior surface is polished at the lover part. Above, to the left, single crosshatched lozenge with interspaced 
dots and encircled by dots. To the right, lozenge encircled by dots and another lozenge. From here on, a 
brown band is covering the upper part, including the rim. On the band a light brown horizontal wavy line has 
been applied. At the interior there are two lines just under the rim and the rest is fully monochrome. Ca 2 cm 
down a brown band is applied. Paint is slightly shining. 7.5 YR 2.5/3, very dark brown (also at interior), 
deluding to, 7.5 YR 4/6, strong brown. 7.5 YR 6/3, light brown (applied at exterior and interior). 
Contemporary with Euboean LG 
 
41. (AC17A.1/1P) 
Rim fragment of skyphos. Paint worn.  
Ø rim. 13.5 cm, H. 3.3 cm. T. 0.4 cm.  
Clay: Hard fired with small vacuities. 7.5 YR 8/6, reddish yellow. Mica.. 
“Creamy” slip at the exterior and upper part of interior surface. Single cross hatched lozenge to the left, four 
vertical wavy lines to the right. Two horizontal lines above. Then row of vertical dashes with two horizontal 
lines above. Reserved band at upper part of interior. On that two diagonal dashes. Fully monochrome 
beneath that. 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown, slip, 10 YR 6/3, pale brown, paint at exterior and interior. 
Contemporary with Euboean LG 
 
 
42. AC15.23/1P 
Rim fragment of skyphos. Well preserved. 
Ø rim. 15.0 cm, H. 3.45 cm. T. 0.35 cm.  
Clay: Hard fired. 5 YR 6/6, reddish yellow.  Mica and few minor calcareous particles.  
Horizontal band and row of irregular vertical dashes. Line at rim. Two remaining dashes at interior part of 
rim. Monochrome below. 2.5 YR 4/4, reddish brown – 2.5 YR 5/6, red. Interior: 2.5 YR 2.5/2, very dusky 
red - 2.5 YR 5/6, red 
Contemporary with Euboean LG 
 
43. 16a.29/2p 
Two joining rim fragments of skyphos. Well reserved. 
Ø rim. 16.0 cm. H. 2.3 cm. T. 0.3 – 0.35 cm. 
Clay: Hard fired. 5 YR 7/6, reddish yellow. Sporadic inclusions of mica and a single small calcareous 
particle. 
Slip at exterior and interior part of rim. Central panel with sigma motives. Horizontal lines below and two 
the sides. Monochrome at interior except for thin horizontal line under rim. 5 YR 6/8, reddish yellow. 
Interior: 5 YR 3/2, dark reddish brown – 5 YR 5/6, yellowish red.  
Contemporary with Corinthian LG/EPC 
 



44. (AC22A.15/1P, AC25.1/41, AC25.1/2P) 
Rim and wall fragments of closed rounded vessel with small part of handle attachment preserved. Well 
preserved. 
Ø rim. 15.0 cm. H. 5.7 cm. T. 0.75-0.65 cm. 
Clay: Hard fired with frequent vacuities. 5 YR 5/6, yellowish red, calcareous inclusions. 
To the lower left, vertical lines above that two single crosshatched lozenges separated by three vertical wavy 
lines, are preserved. Vertical bars to the right. Preserved part of handle attachment is monochrome. Four 
horizontal bands above, the two top bands turn into one towards the left. Groups of pendant dashes from rim 
and down, partly covering the upper horizontal band. At the interior the vessel is monochrome from rim and 
about 5 cm down. Reserved from there on. Paint is slightly shining, 5 YR 3/3, dark reddish brown, deluding 
to, 5 YR 7/8, reddish yellow (also at the interior). 
720 BC terminus ante quem for the appearance of the type 
 
45. AC16.17/943 
Rim fragment of large rounded vessel. Worn.  
Ø rim. 27.0 cm. H. 7.7 cm. T. 0.95 – 1.2 cm. 
Clay: Very hard fired, 5 YR 6/8, reddish yellow, at surface. 2.5 YR 4/8, red, just under surface. 5 YR 4/1, 
dark gray, at core. Medium inclusions of mica. Medium inclusions of red and calcareous particles of the 
latter some are up to 0.65 cm and have often coursed the surface to pop. 
Small part of central ornament is preserved, consisting of crosshatched area (meander ?). To the right there 
are vertical wavy lines followed by horizontal lines. Three horizontal lines above all that. 
At rim, row of diagonal wavy lines with two horizontal lines above. Groups of dashes at lip. 5 YR 2.5/2, dark 
reddish brown, worn down to, 5 YR 5/3, reddish brown. 
720 BC terminus ante quem for the appearance of the type 
 
 
46. (AC18.5/63) 
Wall fragment of crater Paint worn off in some places. 
H. 4.3 cm. W: 10.85 cm. T. 0.7 cm. 
Clay: Hard fired. Vacuities. 7.5 YR 5/6, strong brown, at core, 7.5 YR 6/4, light brown, at exterior surface. 
Mica particle and calcareous inclusions. 
Wing, neck and probably head of bird, dots around head and in a diagonal line over the body of the bird. 
Three vertical bars to the fare right and a single vertical bar to the fare left. Monochrome at the interior. Paint 
is slightly shinning, 5 YR 4/6, yellowish red, worn to, 5 YR 6/8, reddish yellow. 5 YR 4/6, yellowish red, at 
interior.    
730-700 BC 
 
47. (AC17.17/14) 
Wall fragment of crater. Secondary fired. 
H. 5.8 cm. W: 6.8 cm. T. 0.7-0.8 cm. 
Clay: Hard fired. Some vacuities, 7.5 YR 5/6, strong brown, mica particles and calcareous inclusions.  
Four horizontal bands at lower part. Then part of bird to the left and four vertical bars and two diagonal lines. 
Monochrome at interior. 
 730-700 BC 
 
48 (AC.C/50) 
Wall fragment of crater.  
H. 6.0 cm. W: 7.8 cm. T. 0.65 cm. 
Clay: Hard fired. Two layered with vacuities. 7.5 YR 6/8, reddish yellow. Mica particles calcareous 
inclusions. Single red inclusion visible at exterior surface. 
Lower part of exterior surface is polished. Two horizontal bands at lower part. Above that legs and hinder 
part of bird. Under bird, ornament consisting of triple triangular. Monochrome at the interior. Paint is slightly 
shinning. 2.5 YR 5/4, weak red, 2.5 YR 6/6, red, at interior. 



730-700 BC 
 
49. (AC17.2/64) 
Wall fragment of crater.  
H. 2.7 cm. W: 4.25 cm. T. 0.5 cm. 
Clay: Hard fired. Some vacuities. 7.5 YR 5/6, strong brown, 7.5 YR 7/4, pink, at exterior surface. Mica 
particles calcareous inclusions. 
Part of neck, wing and body of bird. Monochrome at interior. 7.5 YR 4/3, strong brown, deluding to, 7.5 YR 
6/8, reddish yellow. 7.5 YR 3/4, dark brown, deluding to, 7.5 YR 5/8, strong brown, at interior. 
730-700 BC 
 
50. (AC6.C3/113) 
Wall fragment of crater. 
H: 5.8 cm; W: 4.0 cm; T: 0.5-0.7 cm 
Clay: Very hard fired, 2.5YR 5/6, red. Calcareous and mica particles. 
Body of bird at the upper part, horizontal band and traces of four concentric circles. 
Paint: 2.5YR 4/4, reddish brown diluted to 2.5YR 5/6, red. 
730-700 BC 
 
51.(AC19.4/550) 
Wall fragment of crater. Most of paint lost at exterior. 
H. 4.1 cm. W: 3.5 cm. T. 0.7 cm. 
Clay: Hard fired. Some minor vacuities. 7.5 YR 4/4, brown, at core, 7.5 YR 6/6, reddish yellow at exterior 
and interior surface. Mica particles and calcareous inclusions. 
Part of body and wing of bird. Dot rosette as filling ornament. Monochrome at the interior. Paint is slightly 
shinning. 7.5 YR 3/2, dark brown. 7.5 YR 3/3, dark brown, deluding to, 7.5 YR 4/6, strong brown, at 
interior.   
730-700 BC 
 
52. (AC10.10/21X, AC10.15/800)  
Upper wall fragment of closed rounded vessel. Not all joining. Paint worn off in minor places. 
H. 6.85 cm. W: 7.6 cm. T. 0.25-0.55 cm. 
Clay: Hard fired, with small vacuities. 7.5 YR 8/6, reddish yellow. Mica particles and calcareous inclusions. 
Horizontal bands at lower part, above that to the left, vertical bares overlapping the one of the horizontal 
bands below. To the right there are three panels separated by vertical bars. In two of the panels there is a 
hatched diagonal cross. In one panel a small single cross hatched lozenge is used as filling ornament. In the 
other panel, small dot rosettes are used. The third panel has the remain of what is probably a single cross 
hatched lozenge with dot rosettes as filling ornaments. Above there are three horizontal bands and a single 
cross hatched lozenge. Paint is shining. 7.5 YR 3/3, dark brown, deluding to, 7.5 YR 5/6, strong brown.   
725-700 BC 
 
53 ( AC14/42X, AC16.10/55) 
Four wall fragments of crater (?).  
H. 7.5 cm. W: 6.0 cm. T. 0.45-0.6 cm. 
Clay: Hard fired. 5 YR 6/6, reddish yellow, 5 YR 7/4, pink, at surface. Mica, calcareous and frequent black 
inclusions. 
Horizontal band and four lines at lower part. Then, row of inclining “tree motives” with single vertical line 
down the middle crossed by closely set horizontal-diagonal lines. Greek inscription in between tree motives. 
Above that, row of sigmas. Upper part of the fragment is monochrome. Monochrome at the interior. Paint is 
slightly shining and thickly applied. 2.5 YR 5/6, red, also at the interior. 
725-700 BC 
 
54. (AC10.18/11, AC20.3/89, AC2809.5/12, AC2057/1P)  



Fragments from large carter with flat rim.  
H. 5.7 cm. W: 10.7 cm. T. 0.7 cm. (dimensions of the largest fragment) 
Clay: Depurated, hard fired,  vacuities. 7.5 YR 7/6, reddish yellow. Mica particles and calcareous inclusions. 
Part of fully monochrome square area to the left. Then vertical bares and a double cross hatched meander. 
Horizontal row of oblong diagonal dashes in meander opening. Two horizontal bands above. Row of 
irregularly vertical dashes under rim. Line at exterior and interior part of rim, groups of four vertical lines at 
top. Fully monochrome at the interior. 5 YR 3/4, dark reddish brown, deluding to, 5 YR 6/6, reddish yellow.   
725-700 BC 
 
55. AC25.1/g, AC16.20/07 
Two wall fragments of which one is secondary fired (AC25.1/g). 
H: 5.45 cm; W: 6.05 cm; T: 1.25 cm 
Clay: Medium hard fired. 5 YR 6/8, reddish yellow. Medium inclusions of mica. Sp. calcareous particles. 
Two decoration friezes separated by three irregular horizontal bands. On AC25.1/g, vertical wavy lines and 
part of meander in the lower frieze. Vertical wavy lines and part of triangular motive in the upper one. On 
16.20/07, vertical wavy lines and part of unidentified motive in lower frieze and vertical wavy lines and part 
of triangular motive in the upper one. 5 YR 2.5/2, dark reddish brown 
750-700 BC 
 
56. AC2015/6, AC19.4/33, AC27.1/15. 
Fragments from three slightly outwards leaning legs of large vessel, cut out from wheel made cylinder of 
which a ring remains at the top. Exterior and side of legs are polished. 
Ø of cylinder. 28.0 cm; H: 14.9 cm; W of leg: 5.3 – 5.5 cm; T: 1.2 – 2.0 cm 
Clay: Very hard fired. 5 YR 6/8, reddish yellow, 10 YR 4/1, dark gray, at core. Medium inclusions of mica. 
Sp. calcareous and red particles. 
Single line at each side of legs closely set vertical wavy lines in between that. Horizontal wavy line at the 
cylinder ring bordered by broad bands. Matt, 5 YR 2.5/2, dark reddish brown – 5 YR 4/3, reddish brown. 
Terminus ante quem at 730 BC  for the appearance  
 
57. SMP 
Rim fragment with broad grip handle. Four vertical holes through the handle. Polished at top of handle and 
upper part of interior. The exterior is polished but the surface is irregular. 
Ø rim: 26.0 cm; H: 5.5 cm; T: 0.6 cm 
Clay 5 YR 6/6, reddish yellow. 7.5 YR 6/4, light brown, at surface. Medium inclusions of mica and sp. miner 
red and calcareous particles. 
Band around side of handle. On top of handle, interchanging groups of vertical and horizontal wavy lines. 
Flanked by two vertical bars to the right. Reserved band at interior part of handle on which groups of vertical 
dashes are applied. Matt, 5 YR 3/1, very dark gray. 
 
58. AC16A.29/2j 
Three joining rim fragments of skyphos. Handle partly preserved. 
Ø rim. 13.0 cm. H. 4.45 cm. T. 0.3 cm. 
Clay: 5 Y 8/2, pale yellow. mica. 
Monochrome at lower part of body. Then horizontal lines. Panel in handle zone with three sigmas. Rim 
monochrome. Monochrome at the interior except for reserved line under rim. Horizontal line at handle. 10 
YR 3/1, very dark gray. The same at the interior. 
720-700 BC 
 
59. AC16.12/388. 
Three joining rim fragments of skyphos. Paint flaking off. 
Ø rim. 13.0 cm. H. 5.6 cm. T. 0.4 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 7/4, very pale brown. Few calcareous inclusions. 
Monochrome at lower part of body. Then horizontal lines. Panel in handle zone with three "sigmas". 



Monochrome at the interior except for reserved rim. Horizontal line at handle. 7.5 YR 3/2, dark brown, 7.5 
YR 3/4, dark brown (interior). 
EPC 
 
60. AC26.1/5j, AC26.3/2j, AC26.11/8j. 
Rim fragments of skyphos. Paint has flaked off. 
Ø rim. 14.0 cm. H. 6.2 cm. T. 0.35 cm. 
Clay: 5 Y 8/2, pale yellow. Few calcareous inclusions. 
Monochrome at lower part of body. Then horizontal lines. Panel in handle zone partly preserved showing a 
sigma. Rim monochrome. Monochrome at the interior except for reserved line under rim. Horizontal line at 
handle. 
EPC 
 
61. AC13.15/54, AC16A.9/11j, AC16A.11/2, AC16A.11/9, AC23.1/6j, AC23.1/7j, AC23.1/8j. 
Rim fragments of skyphos. Handle preserved. 
Ø rim. 14.0 cm. H. 4.2 cm. T. 0.3 cm.  
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/3, pale yellow. Few calcareous inclusions. 
Monochrome at lower part of body. Then horizontal lines. Panel in handle zone with four sigmas. Rim 
monochrome. Monochrome at the interior except for reserved rim. Horizontal line at handle.10 YR 3/1, very 
dark gray, 7.5 Y 3/2, dark brown. 
EPC 
 
62. SPOR The fragment was found in the last minute and has therefore not been described. 
 
63. AC13.7/51 
Rim fragment of kotyle. 
Ø rim. 12.0 cm. H. 1.9 cm. T. 0.3 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 7/6, yellow. No inclusions. 
Panel with wire birds flanked by vertical lines to the left. Two lines under rim. Rim reserved. Monochrome 
at the interior except for rim and reserved line under rim. 7.5 YR 4/4, brown, 5 YR 3/4, dark reddish brown 
(interior). 
EPC. 
 
64. AC13.15/911. 
Rim fragment of kotyle. 
Ø rim. 13.0 cm. H. 4.4 cm. T. 0.3 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 YR 7/6, light red, at upper part. 2.5 Y 7/3, pale yellow, at upper part. 
Lines at lower part. At upper part, vertical lines to the left and panel with badly monochrome, wire birds to 
the right. Two lines under reserved rim. Monochrome at the interior except for reserved rim and reserved line 
just under rim. 10 YR 4/4, dark yellowish brown, 2.5 YR 4/6, dark red, 2.5 YR 3/2, dusky red (interior).  
EPC 
 
65. AC25.1/25j 
Rim fragment kotyle. 
Ø rim. 11.0 cm. H. 3.0 cm. T. 0.3 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/4, pale yellow, 5 YR 7/6, reddish yellow. No inclusions. 
Panel with wire birds flanked by vertical lines to the left. Single line under rim. Rim reserved. Monochrome 
at the interior except for rim and reserved line under rim. 5 YR 3/3, dark reddish brown, 5 YR 5/8, yellowish 
red, 2.5 YR 4/4, dusky red (interior). 
EPC 
 
66. AC16.7/300, AC16.12/65, 
Two joining rim fragments of kotyle. 



Ø rim. 10.0 cm. H. 3.1 cm. T. 0.2 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 Y 7/4, pale yellow. No inclusions. 
Panel with wire birds flanked by vertical lines to the right. Line under rim and rim monochrome. 
Monochrome at the interior except for rim. 7.5 YR 3/4, dark brown, 7.5 YR 6/8, reddish yellow, 7.5 YR 
2.5/2, very dark brown (interior). 
EPC 
 
67. AC16A.22/1j, AC16A.22/2j. 
Seven joining fragments from rim, wall and base. Profiled ring base. Part of handle preserved. 
Ø rim. 8.0 cm. Ø base: 4.0 cm. WH. 8.9 cm. T. 0.2 cm. 
Clay: 5 YR 6/8, reddish yellow at lower part of vessel. 10 YR 8/4 towards rim. Few calcareous inclusions.  
Monochrome at the lower half, except reserved line just over base. Then vertical lines. Two vertical bars 
visible under rim. Rim is monochrome. single line on handle. Monochrome at the interior except for reserved 
rim and reserved line just under rim.10 R 5/8, red, also at the interior. 
EPC-MPCII 
 
68. AC17.19B/01 
Base to rim of kotyle. Well preserved. 
VH. 9.35 cm. Ø base: 4.35 cm. Ø rim. 10.3 cm. T. 0.2 cm (wall). 
Clay: 5 YR 8/3, pink (interior), 10 YR 8/4, very pale brown (exterior). Calcareous inclusions. 
Under side reserved. Band and line over base followed by rays. Lines next. Vertical bars under rim, panel 
right of that with small remain probably of a sigma. Horizontal line to the left that covered the back of the, 
now lost, handle. Line under reserved rim. Monochrome at the interior except for reserved rim. 7.5 YR 2.5/2, 
very dark brown, at lower part fired to, 7.5 YR 5/6, strong brown, at upper part. 2.5 YR 5/6, red, at interior. 
700-650 BC 
 
69. AC25.7/11X 
Rim fragment of kotyle.  
Ø rim. 11.0 cm. H. 5.2 cm. T. 0.3 cm. 
Clay: 7.5 YR 7/4, pink at lower part. 10 YR 8/4, very pale brown. Calcareous inclusions. 
Rays from base then lines. Panel with short vertical dashes bordered by vertical bares. Two lines under 
reserved rim. Monochrome at the interior except for reserved rim and reserved line just under rim. 
2.5 YR 4/8, dark red at lower part, 7.5 YR 7/6, reddish yellow at upper part. 2.5 YR 3/3, dusky red interior 
lower part, 10 R 5/8, red at interior upper part. 
700-650 BC 
 
70. AC10 miniature kotyle. 
Kotyliskos on profiled ring base. Complete.  
H. 4.5 cm. Ø rim. 5.25 cm. Ø base. 2.2 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/3, pale yellow. No inclusions.  
The base is decorated with a single horizontal line. Another line above that and six pointed radiated star, 
followed by five horizontal lines. In the handle zone, a panel of nine short vertical lines, flanked on each side 
by a panel of 10 longer vertical lines. The lip is decorated with two horizontal lines. Rim reserved. The 
handles are decorated with a single horizontal line. Monochrome on the interior except for reserved rim. 
Underside of base is decorated with two circles.10 YR 4/3, dark brown, 10 YR 7/6, yellow, 10 YR 3/3, dark 
brown, at interior. 
C. 650 BC 
 
71. AC9.15/5 miniature kotyle. 
Kotyliskos on profiled ring base. Well preserved. 
H. 4.2 cm.  Ø rim. 5.1 cm. Ø base. 2.4 cm.   
Clay: 10YR 8/6 yellow. No inclusions. 
Two circles at underside. The base is decorated with two horizontal lines. From that six pointed radiated star, 



followed by eight horizontal lines. In the handle zone, panel with 10 short vertical lines, flanked on each side 
by a group of 10 longer vertical lines. Monochrome on the interior except for reserved rim and line just 
under rim. 10 YR 7/8, yellow, 10 YR 3/3, dark brown. 
C. 650 BC 
 
72. AC16A.18/8X, AC16.10/5X 
Rim fragment of kotyle. Some of paint missing. 
Ø rim. 11.0 cm. H. 4.9 cm. T. 0.3 cm. 
Clay: 5 YR 7/6, reddish yellow towards interior surface. 10 YR 7/6, yellow towards exterior surface. Few 
calcareous inclusions. 
Exterior surface monochrome red, except for reserved band with red line at lower part of fragment. Below 
handles a line in added paint. In area between handles an hour glass ornament is added in yellow paint, 
framed by two vertical lines in added paint. Reserved rim. Interior is monochrome red with a line in added 
paint under reserved rim. 2.5 YR 4/8, dark red fired to 5 YR 4/6, yellowish red and 10 YR 2/1, black. 10 YR 
7/4, very pale brown.  
700-650 BC 
 
73. AC16A.9/3X, AC16A.9/4X 
Rim fragments of kotyle. Well preserved. 
Ø rim. 12.0 cm. H. 5.1 cm. T. 0.3 cm.  
Clay: 7.5 YR 6/4, light brown. No visible inclusions 
Exterior surface monochrome black. Reserved band at lower part of fragment. A line under handles and a 
framed hour glass ornament under rim, is added in yellow paint. Rim reserved. Interior is monochrome black 
with line in added yellow. 7.5 YR 2.5/2, very dark brown fired to 2.5 YR 2.5/1, black. 10 YR 8/3, very pale 
yellow.   
700-650 BC 
 
74. AC16A.18/396 
Rim fragment of kotyle. Well preserved. 
Ø rim. 13.0 cm. H. 2.5 cm. T. 0.2 cm.  
Clay: 2.5 Y 7/4, pale yellow. No visible inclusions.  
Exterior surface black monochrome. Yellow applied line and applied dot cluster rosette just below reserved 
rim. Monochrome at the interior except for reserved line under reserved rim. 2.5 Y 8/4, pale yellow. 2.5 Y 
8/2, pale yellow. 2.5 Y 2.5/1, black.  
700-650 BC 
 
75. AC16.12/75. profile 
Rim fragment of kotyle. Well preserved. 
Ø rim. 13.0 cm. H. 3.6 cm. T. 0.2 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 8/6, yellow. Few calcareous inclusions. 
Exterior surface monochrome black. Reserved hour glass ornament framed by vertical lines in added paint. 
Added line below ornament. Rim reserved. Interior black monochrome. Line in added paint below rim. 10 
YR 2/1, black fired to 5 YR 3/4, dark reddish brown. 2.5 Y 8/3, pale yellow. 
700-650 BC 
 
76. AC18.6/2X 
Rim fragment of kotyle. Some of paint missing. 
Ø rim. 9.5 cm. 2.4 cm. T. 0.2 cm 
Clay: 10 YR 8/6, yellow. No visible inclusions. 
Exterior surface monochrome black. Reserved band with decorations of reserved hour glass ornament 
between handles. Black line under reserved rim. interior monochrome black. 10 YR 3/1, very dark gray fired 
to 10 YR 2/2, very dark brown and 2.5 YR 4/6, dark red. 
700-650 BC 



 
77. AC 2786.0 kotyle. 
Kotyle on profiled ring base. Restored from several pieces, a few missing, along with one handle.  
H. 6.3 cm. Ø rim. 8.6 cm. Ø base. 4.4 cm.  
Clay: 5 Y 8/3, pale yellow. No inclusions. 
The base is monochrome brown, rays from base. The rest of the vessel is monochrome  with a diluted brown 
glaze, except for the reserved rim. Three red and one white line has been applied. On the interior brown 
diluted paint, a white line has been applied just under the rim, the rim is reserved. Under side of base is 
decorated with three concentric circles.  
10 YR 2/2, very dark brown, deluding to 10 YR 3/3, dark brown. 10 YR 2/2, very dark brown, at interior. 2.5 
Y 8/2, pale yellow, applied, 10 R 4/2, weak red, applied. 
LPC 
 
78. 2767.1 Kotyle. 
Kotyle on profiled ring base. Restored from several pieces, few missing. Paint lost in some places.  
H. 7.9 cm. Ø rim. 9.7 cm. Ø base. 4.3 cm. (base). 
Clay: 10YR 8/4 very pale brown. No inclusions.  
Two circles and central dot at underside line at base and above. Rays from base. The rest of the vessel is 
monochrome with a diluted red glaze, that becomes darker towards the top. A single white horizontal line is 
applied under the handles. The rim is reserved. Monochrome on the interior with a diluted red glaze, except 
for the rim and a reserved line just under the rim. Applied white line just under rim. 2.5 YR 4/6, red, 2.5 YR 
6/8, light red, 10 R 8/1, white. Interior: 2.5 YR 6/8, light red. 
LPC 
 
79. AC16.20/10X 
Rim fragment of kotyle. Well preserved. 
Ø rim. 7.0 cm. H. 2.2 cm. T. 0.2 cm. 
Clay: 10YR.6/4, light yellowish brown. No inclusions. 
Monochrome at lower part, applied yellow line. Then reserved band with monochrome panel. In panel there 
is a reserved area in the shape of a hourglass. Line just under reserved rim. Monochrome at the interior 
except for reserved rim. Applied yellow line just under rim. 10 YR 2/2, very dark brown, 2.5 Y 8/3, pale 
yellow, applied also at the interior. 
700-650 BC 
 
80. AC19.13/22.  
Rim fragments of kotyle. 
Ø rim. 6.5 cm. H. 4.1 cm. T. 0.25 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown. 
Small remain of ray at lower part overlapping two horizontal lines above. Then, two right chasing dogs 
followed by two horizontal lines above.  then, groups of four vertical wavy lines. Band at rim. Monochrome 
at interior. 2.5 YR 2.5/2, very dusky red – 2.5 YR 4/6, red. Interior: 2.5 YR 3/4, dark reddish brown.   
LPC 
 
81. AC22A.1/1K.  
Rim fragment of kotyle. 
Ø rim. 4.0 cm. H. 2.8 cm. T. 0.2 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 8/2, very pale brown. 
Two horizontal lines at lower part. Then right chasing dog. In handle zone, panel with vertical dashes 
flanked by vertical bars. Line under rim. Monochrome at interior except for rim. 10 R 4/8, red – 5 YR 5/6, 
yellowish red. interior: 5 YR 2.5/1, black – 5 YR 4/6, yellowish red. 
LPC 
 
82. AC9.21/2 



Kotyle. Handles lost. Some calcareous incrustations. Well preserved. 
VH. 5.75 cm. Ø base: 3.05 cm. Ø rim. 6.8 cm. T. 0.2 cm (wall). 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/4, pale yellow. Calcareous inclusions. 
Two circles at under side. Band at base and just over. Rays from that. Next a single line that serves as stand 
line for a figure frieze in silhouette style, birds facing right. Line over that. Three groups of vertical wavy 
lines in handle zone and line over that. Rim reserved. Remain of line originally covering the back of the 
handles. Monochrome at the interior except for rim and reserved line just under rim. 5 YR 2.5/2, dark 
reddish brown, fired to, 5 YR 4/6, yellowish red. 5 YR 4/4, reddish brown, at interior. 
LPC 
 
83. AC4.9/1, AC4.9/17, AC4.9/30, AC4.9/53. 
Rim and wall fragments of kotyle. Not all joining but probably from same vessel. Paint lost in many places. 
Ø rim. 9.0 cm. H. 6.75 cm. T. 0.25 cm. 
Clay: 10YR.8/3, very pale brown. No inclusions. 
Rays from base. Then three thin lines followed by animal frieze in silhouette style. Lion (?), bird and horse. 
Three thin lines above. Then dot cluster rosettes and two lines under reserved rim. Monochrome at the 
interior except for reserved rim. 10 YR 2/1, black. 
LPC 
 
84. AC17.1/1j. 
Rim fragment of skyphos. Paint has partly flaked off. 
Ø rim. 12.0 cm. H. 2.6 cm. T. 0.25 cm. 
Clay: 2.5Y.7/3 pale yellow. No inclusions. 
2.5 Y 2.5/1, black (also at the interior), 2.5 Y 8/1, white.   
EPC 
 
85. AC26.1/6j. 
Rim fragment of skyphos with small part of handle preserved. 
Ø rim. 12.5 cm. H. 2.5 cm. T. 0.3 cm. 
Hard fired clay, 10 YR 7/4, very pale brown. No inclusions. 
Monochrome at lower part with single applied white line. Lines at lip and on rim. Monochrome at the 
interior except for reserved rim. White applied line just under rim. 
Paint. 10 YR 2/2, very dark brown, 5 YR ¾, dark reddish brown, 5 YR 8/1, white, 2.5 YR 3/4, dusky red 
(interior). 
EPC 
 
86. AC25.22/2j 
Skyphos on profiled ring base. Some fragments are missing. 
VH. 5.5 cm. Ø rim. 11.35 cm. Ø base. 3.3 cm. T. 0.25 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown. Sp. Calcareous inclusions. 
Monochrome at lower part. Panel with squickels in handle zone flanked by vertical bars. Horizontal lines 
under rim. Single horizontal line at back of handles. Monochrome at interior except for rim. 7.5 YR 2/1, 
black – 7.5 YR 5/6, strong brown. Interior: 10 YR 2/2, very dark brown. 
700-625 BC 
 
87. AC16.12/1XX 
Base to rim of skyphos. Small remaining part of handle. Paint missing in several places. Several flakes 
missing.   
Ø base. 3.6 cm. Ø rim. 11.4 cm. T. 0.55 cm 
Clay: 5 YR 7/6, reddish yellow (core). Sporadic calcareous inclusions. 
Two circles under base. Red on base. Above, two horizontal lines and rays. Above, horizontal lines and 
vertical bars. Above that, horizontal lines. Part of handle preserved. Horizontal line on handle. Lip reserved. 
interior monochrome. 10 YR 2/1, black, deluding to 2.5 YR 5/8, red (also at the interior) 



MPCI-EC 
 
88. AC5.22/1 
Conical oinochoe. broken at upper part of neck. Very small part of handle attached to body preserved.  
Preserved H. 6.3 cm. Ø base. 5.5 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/3, pale yellow. No inclusions. 
Under side reserved. Body is decorated with thin closely set lines. Rays at shoulder. At neck, band with 
vertical lines that are interchanging attached to a line above and below. The band is bordered by horizontal 
lines. line at side of handle and horizontal lines at the back. 10 YR 2/2, very dark brown deluding to 10 YR 
6/6, brownish yellow. 
700-650 BC 
 
89. AC25.1/10X, AC16A.18/105, AC16.10/4X 
Body and bottom fragments from lekythos.  
Ø base. 9.5 cm. H. 2.6 cm. T. 0.35 cm 
Clay: 10 YR 7/4, very pale yellow. Sporadic calcareous inclusions.  
Eight lines across the underside. From bottom and upwards horizontal lines. 10 YR 2/1, black, deluding to 
7.5 YR 5/8, strong brown 
700-650 BC 
 
90. AC16A.9/194. 
Conical oinochoe. Miniature. Paint lost in minor places. 
H. 5.7 cm. Ø Base: 4.3 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/4, pale yellow. No inclusions. 
Under side reserved. Closely set lines at body. Rays at shoulder. Vertical wavy lines at neck. the opening at 
the upper part is fully monochrome (but not at interior). Vertical wavy line (snake), at back of handle. 7.5YR 
2.5/1, very dark brown, at places fired in to 5 YR 5/8, yellowish red.  
700-650 BC 
 
91. AC9.12/14. 
Conical oinochoe. broken at neck attachment. Small part of handle attached to body preserved. Most of the 
paint is lost and there are some soil incrustations.  
Preserved H. 3.0 cm. Ø base. 7.2 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/3, pale yellow (core and surface). No inclusions.  
Under side reserved. Body is decorated with thin closely set lines. Rays at shoulder. Remains of horizontal 
line visible at back of handle. 2.5 Y 3/2, very dark grayish brown, deluding to 10 YR 4/6, dark yellowish 
brown. 
700-650 BC 
 
92. C4.2. 
Conical oinochoe. broken at lower part of neck. Small part of handle attached to body preserved.  
Preserved H. 5.8 cm. Ø base. 8.1 cm.  
Clay: 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown (core and surface). Few calcareous inclusions. 
Under side reserved. Body is decorated with thin closely set lines. Rays at shoulder. Thin lines at neck. line 
at side of handle and horizontal lines at the back. 10 YR 2/2, very dark brown, deluding to 10 YR 6/6, 
brownish yellow. 
700-650 BC 
 
93. AC25.2/3X, AC25.2/5X, AC25.2/6XAC, AC16A.18/188, AC16A.18/7X 
Body and bottom fragments of lekythos. Flakes missing.  
W: 7.8 cm, H. 3.6 cm, T. 0.45.  
Clay: 2.5 Y 7/4, pale yellow (towards exterior surface), 5 YR 7/6, reddish yellow (towards interior surface). 
Sporadic calcareous inclusions.  



Lowest, horizontal line topped by short rays. Above, horizontal lines. Above that, band with short vertical 
wavy lines. Above, horizontal lines. Above that, three rows of dot pattern topped by horizontal lines. Atop is 
rays. 10 YR 2/1, black, deluding to 7.5 YR 5/8, strong brown.  
700-650 BC 
 
94. AC16.20/XX 
Body of conical lekythos. Restored from fragments, few missing. Paint lost in minor places. 
H. 8.1 cm. Ø base. 15.3 cm. T. 0.4 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/3, pale yellow. Calcareous inclusions. 
Line just over band, then band with applied red line. Lines above that followed by reserved band and three 
more lines. Rays around neck. a horizontal lines is visible at a small preserved part of neck. 10 YR 2/2, very 
dark brown, deluding to, 10 YR 6/6, brownish yellow. 2.5 YR 3/3, dusky red, applied.  
700-650 BC 
 
95. AC C4.  
Conical lekythos. 
H. 19.4 cm. Ø base. 13.0 cm. 
Clay: 2.5Y.8/3, pale yellow. Calcareous inclusions. 
Handle missing. Rays from the base, followed by three horizontal lines. Then figure frieze in black figure 
style with applied red paint, three dogs chasing a hare. The animals are monochrome in silhouette with 
incised anatomical details and applied purple paint. The head of the hare stands out as very clumsy been 
monochrome very simple and  with no use of incisions. Spiral hooks and flowing sigmas grouped in pairs are 
used as filling ornaments. Above animal frieze chequered frieze, flanked above and beneath by two 
horizontal lines. Around neck, rays pointing downwards. The lower part of the neck is decorated with framed 
vertical bare, above that horizontal lines and a band of vertical wavy lines. Then more lines and a band of 
vertical interchanging attached to the upper and lower part, more lines over that, a band of vertical wavy 
lines and lines again. The upper part towards the opening is fully monochrome. 2.5Y.2.5/1, black, deluding 
to, 10YR.6/8, brownish yellow. 2.5YR.4/3, dusky red, applied. 
MPCII 
 
96. AC16A.1/3j. profile 
Base and wall fragment of conical lekythos. Paint is flaking off. 
Preserved VH. 3.2 cm. Ø base. 11.0 cm. T. 0.35 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 7/6, yellow. 
Rays and three lines from base. Then animal frieze in black figure style with applied red paint showing dogs 
running from left to right. Spiral hook as filling ornament. 7.5 YR 3/4, dark brown, 7.5 YR 5/6, strong 
brown, 5 YR 5/4, reddish brown. 
MPCII 
 
97. AC17A.16/54, 26.14/1j, profile 
Base and wall fragments of conical lekythos. 
H. 6.8 cm. Ø base. 19.0 cm. T. 0.45-0.8 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 7/4, very pale brown with few calcareous inclusions. 
Rays and thin lines from base. Horizontal chequered frieze bordered by lines separating two animal friezes in 
black figure style. On the lower a chimera is depicted to the left confronting a wild boar to the right. Dot 
rosettes as f.o. Use of applied red paint. On upper frieze the leg of a cat animal is seen. 10 YR 2/2, very dark 
brown, 10 YR 5/6, yellowish brown, 2.5 YR 5/3, weak red. 
LPC 
 
98. AC.5.6/16. 
Conical lekythos. broken at upper part of neck. Small part of handle attached to body preserved. Paint lost in 
some place. 
Preserved H. 7.35 cm. Ø base. 6.2 cm.  



Clay: 10 YR 8/2, very pale brown (core and surface). Few calcareous inclusions. 
Under side reserved. Entire surface of the rest of the vessel is monochrome black. Just over the base two red 
lines bordered by with line has been applied. Again at the upper part of the body two red lines bordered by 
white line has been applied. Incised tongues at shoulder, some with applied red and some with applied 
yellow paint. 10 YR 2/1, black, 10 YR 7/8, yellow, 7.5 YR 8/1, white, 10 R 4/2, weak red. (last three 
applied).   
LPC-TR 
 
99. AC4.S.SEC/11X. 
Conical lekythos. Most of paint lost. 
H. 10.4 cm. Ø base: 7.15 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/3, pale yellow. Few calcareous inclusions. 
Black monochrome. Above base, two horizontal red lines bordered by white line. The same is repeated under 
rim. Incised tongues at shoulder with applied red and white. 7.5 YR 3/3, dark brown, surface paint, 7.5 YR 
8/2, pinkish white, applied, 10 R 3/3, dusky red, applied. 
LPC-TR 
 
100. AC12.6/2 
Conical lekythos. Restored from fragments, few missing. Paint worn off in places. 
VH. 20.05 cm. Ø base: 13.5 cm. Neck: 2.95 cm (down), 2.5 cm. (up). T. 04 cm. (at body: 
Clay: 10 YR 7/3, very pale brown. 
Rays from base. Above that the vessel is fully monochrome. At the level just under the handle there is weak 
remain of a applied red line. Incised tongues around neck. on tongues there is remain interchanging applied 
red and yellow paint, some tongues are kept reserved. 7.5 YR 2.5/2, very dark brown, 10 YR 8/6, yellow, 
applied, 2.5 YR 3/3, dusky red, applied. 
LPC-TR 
 
101. AC3.36/19. 
Conical lekythos. Upper half of neck and handle missing. 
Preserved VH. 6.4 cm. Ø base. 6.8 cm. Ø neck. 1.6 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/3, pale yellow, with few calcareous inclusions. 
The vessel is monochrome in a diluted black glaze. On lower part of body, applied lines, one white, three red 
and one white. On upper part of body again applied lines, one white, two red and one white. Decorated with 
an incised flower around the neck, applied red on one of the pendentals. 10 YR 2/1, black, 10 YR 7/8, 
yellow, 7.5 YR 8/1, white, 10 R 4/2, weak red.  
LPC-TR 
 
102. AC25.1/15X. profile 
Base and body of small lekythos. Well preserved. Flakes missing. 
Ø base. 5.9 cm. H. 3.3 cm. T. base. 0.3 cm. Wall. 0.4 cm. 
Clay : 5 YR 6/6, reddish yellow towards interior surface. 10 YR 7/4, very pale brown. 
Reserved band just over base. Then dark band with a band of added red. Then reserved line. Rest of body is 
monochrome dark with a line of added red just above reserved band and another three red lines, framed by 
light lines under handle. 10 YR 3/1, very dark gray. 10 YR 5/2, grayish brown. 10 R 3/4, dusky red. 
LPC-TR 
 
103. AC21.13/1X. 
Early ovoid aryballos. Paint missing in minor places as well as small part of mouth plate. 
H. 8.35 cm. Ø base. 2.9 cm. Ø mouth plate. 3.2 cm. Max Ø. 6.0 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown. Few calcareous inclusions. 
Under side reserved. Three broad bands at lower part of body and thin lines at the upper part. At shoulder, 
cross hatched triangular at each side of handle attachment, solid monochrome triangular opposite handle. 
Three horizontal bands at neck. Fine concentric circles at top of mouth plate. At back of handle: three 



horizontal bands at lower part and three vertical bands at upper part. Line at side of handle. 7.5 YR 2.5/2, 
very dark brown in some places leasing out to 10 YR 5/6, yellowish brown.  
675-665 BC 
 
104. AC2709.2. 
Ovoid aryballos. Paint has partly flaked off otherwise complete. 
H. 6.7 cm. Ø base: 1.2 cm. Ø mouth plate: 2.9 cm. Max Ø: 3.75 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 7/3, very pale brown (at surface). No inclusions. 
Line at base and rays from base, followed by thin lines and a band. Next figure animal frieze in silhouette 
style: Three chasing dogs moving left, frequent use of small sigmas as f.o as well as a single large S-shaped 
motive. Above, three horizontal lines, a row of dots and another three horizontal lines. two chasing dogs 
around shoulder, silhouette style. Circle of dot bordered by circles at top of mouth plate. Wavy line and dots 
at back of handle. 10 YR 2/2, very dark brown, 7.5 YR 6/6, reddish yellow. 
675-665 BC 
 
105. AC16A.18/8. 
Ovoid aryballos on profiled ring base. Part of mouth plate is missing. 
H. 6.6 cm. Ø base. 1.7 cm. Ø mouth plate. 3.4 cm. Max Ø. 4.2 cm. 
Clay: Hard fired clay, 2.5 Y 8/3, pale yellow (at core and surface). No inclusions. 
Single circle at underside. Rays from base, at thin line at the mid of the rays. Three thin lines above that, 
from the lowest line spiral hooks are pointing downwards. Next animal frieze in black figure style, depicting 
the chasing dogs and possible one lion, all moving right. Chequered frieze above that. Two dogs in silhouette 
style and a spiral hook at the shoulder. Dogs moving right. Rays at top of mouth plate and single circle 
towards the edge. Line at side of the handle and vertical zig-zag line at the back. 10 YR 2/2, very dark 
brown, leasing out to, 10 YR 5/6, yellowish brown. 
650-640 BC 
 
106. AC36.7  
Ovoid aryballos on profiled ring base. Part of mouth plate is missing and almost all of the paint is lost. 
H. 6.6 cm. Ø base. 1.6 cm. Ø mouth plate. 3.3 cm. Max Ø. 4.3 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/3, pale yellow (at core and surface). No inclusions. 
Single dot at underside. Rays from base, at thin line at the mid of the rays. Three thin lines above that, from 
the lowest line spiral hooks are pointing downwards. Next animal frieze in black figure style, depicting three 
chasing dogs and possible one lion, all moving right. Spiral hook in front of lion. Chequered frieze above 
that. Two dogs in silhouette style and a spiral hook at the shoulder. Dogs moving right. Rays at top of mouth 
plate and single circle towards the edge. Line at side of the handle and vertical zig-zag line at the back. 10 
YR 2/2, very dark brown. 
650-640 BC 
 
107. AC2.15/1  
Pointed aryballos. Few chips missing at one side. 
H. 7.1 cm. Ø base. 0.9 cm. Ø mouth plate. 3.2 cm. Max Ø. 3.9 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 Y 7/3, pale yellow (surface). Few calcareous inclusions. 
Circle at under side. Line at base and just above. Then rays and thin lines. Next animal frieze in black figure 
style: Four lions facing right. Dot cluster rosettes as f.o. Then more thin lines and band of closely set vertical 
zig-zag followed by more lines. Dot cluster rosettes at shoulder. Rays at top of mouth plate bordered by 
concentric circle. horizontal bands at back of handle. 10 YR 2/1, black.  
650-630 BC 
 
108. AC17A.16/53. 
Pointed aryballos.  paint lost in some places especially at the upper part. 
H. 7.7 cm. Ø base. 1.2 cm. Ø mouth plate. 3.3 cm. Max Ø. 3.95 cm. 
Clay: 7.5 YR 8/4, pink (at surface). No inclusions. 



Underside reserved. Rest of vessel is monochrome in solid paint. From base, incised lozenges bordered at the 
upper side by applied line. Then eight rows of incised scales bordered by applied line. Lozenges at shoulder 
bordered at lower side by applied line. Reserved line at side of mouth plate and lozenges at the top.10 YR 
2/2, very dark brown (at lower part), 5 YR 5/6, yellowish red (from shoulder at upwards), 10 YR 7/4, very 
pale brown (applied lines). 
650-630 BC 
 
109. AC16A.2/1. 
Globular aryballos on low profiled ring base. Part of mouth plate is missing and paint has flaked off in some 
places. No inclusions. 
H. 7.35 cm. Ø base. 3.1 cm. Ø mouth plate. 3.3 cm. Max Ø. 5.3 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/3, pale yellow (at core), 2.5 Y 7/3, pale yellow (at surface). 
Tongues from base followed by two bands. At mid body, broad band with five rows of incised scales. 
Applied dots in red and yellowish brown on the scales. Next two bands and tongues at shoulder. On top of 
mouth plate. Circle of dots bordered by two circle lines. Line at the side of the handle and vertical wavy line 
and dots at the back. 10 YR 2/2, very dark brown, 10 YR 6/8, brownish yellow (applied), 10 R 4/4, weak red 
(applied). 
TR 
 
110. AC 16.17/9 
Pointed aryballos. Paint lost in minor places. 
H. 9.7 cm. Ø base. 1.5 cm. Ø mouth plate. 4.1 cm. Max Ø. 4.8 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 Y 7/4, pale yellow. No inclusions. 
Under side reserved. Thin band at base and tongues from that. Then band followed by broad band with seven 
rows of incised scales. Applied red dots at three of the rows. Then band and tongues at shoulder partly 
covering the lower part of the neck. Four concentric bands at top of mouth plate. Horizontal bands at back of 
handle.  2.5 Y 2.5/1, black, 10 R 4/2, weak red (applied). 
TR 
 
111. AC16A.29/1j. 
Total of eight rim fragments of globular pyxides. Paint has flaked off in some places. 
H. 9.1 cm. Ø rim. 16.0 cm. T. 0.55 cm.  
Clay: 5 Y 8/4, pale yellow, 10 YR 7/6, yellow (at upper part), Sporadic calcareous inclusions. 
Horizontal lines at the lower part. Above, to the left. panel with horizontal wavy lines flanked by vertical 
lines. the side of the handle to the right is decorated with, first horizontal lines then vertical lines and then 
again horizontal lines. horizontal lines at shoulder and a single line under rim, the rim itself is reserved. 
Reserved at the interior. 2.5 Y 4/3, olive brown, 5 YR 5/8, yellowish red (at upper part). 
EPC 
 
112. AC22A.15/1j. 
Total of four rim fragments of globular. Paint has flaked off in most places. 
H. 6.9 cm. Ø rim. 14.0 cm. T. 0.5 cm. 
Clay: 5 Y 8/2, pale yellow. No inclusions. 
Lines at lower part. Then band with horizontal wavy line followed by lines. Next, panel of vertical sigmas 
flanked by lines. above that lines. Rim monochrome. At the interior, three lines under monochrome rim. 
2.5 YR 5/8, red. 
EPC 
 
113. AC25.1/1j. 
Fragment. Convex. 
Ø. rim: 7.5 cm ; T : 0.45 cm. 
Clay: 7.5 YR 6/6, reddish yellow. No inclusions. 
The surface of the lid has a pale brown slip. red bands and line,10 YR 8/4, very pale brown, 2.5 Y R 6/8, red 



EPC-LPC 
 
114. AC13.15/200 Pyxis lid. 
Convex lid restored from three pieces. Paint lost in minor places. 
H. 1.9 cm. Ø: 5,5 cm.  
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/2, pale yellow, with few calcareous inclusions. 
Monochrome black except for two reserved concentric circles, top of knob decorated with concentric circle 
and central dot. 2.5 Y 2.5/1, black. 
EPC-LPC 
 
115. AC13.4/2j, AC13.4/3j. profile 
Two joining fragments from wall and bottom of pyxis with convex wall. Paint is flaking off in some places. 
VH. 2.4 cm. Ø base. 5.9 cm. Ø rim. 6.0 cm. T. 0.25 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 8/6, yellow with few black and calcareous inclusions. 
On exterior wall broad band bordered by thinner band. monochrome on the interior. 2.5 YR 5/8 red, 2.5 YR 
3/1 reddish brown. 
EPC-LPC 
 
116. AC16.20/107. 
Lid. Knob and few fragments missing. Slightly convex towards knob, rest of lid is flat. 
Ø. 7.4 cm. T. 0.3 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/4 pale yellow. No inclusions. 
Circle and rays around knob. then lines, towards edge. line at side of edge. 10 YR 2/1 very dark brown, 10 
YR 3/6 dark yellowish brown. 
MPC 
 
117. AC16.20/15j. 
Wall and base fragment of pyxis with convex wall. 
Preserved VH. 3.5 cm. Ø base. 7.5 cm. T. 0.20 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 8/4 very pale yellow. No inclusions. 
Lines at exterior wall with vertical dots above. Monochrome on the interior. 10 YR 5/6 yellowish brown, 7.5 
YR 3/1 very dark gray. 
MPC 
 
118. AC16.2/R143.  
Pyxis lid. Flanked. Slightly convex. Restored from fragments. Knob and minor parts of side missing. Paint 
lost in minor places. 
Ø. 9.1 cm. T. 0.4 cm. 
Clay: 5 Y 8/3, pale yellow (core and surface). Few calcareous inclusions. 
Band and rays around knob followed by single line. Next chequered frieze bordered by red band. Line 
towards edge and at edge.  10 R 3/3 dusky red, 5 YR 2.5/1 black. 
MPC-TR 
 
119. AC16.20/21X, AC16A.11/3X, AC16A.18/15X. 
Rim fragments of concave pyxis. Some soil incrustations. 
Ø rim. 9.0 cm. H. 3.4 cm. T. 0.25 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown. No inclusions. 
Chequered frieze bordered by, Band with, thinner red applied band. Sigmas under monochrome rim. 
Monochrome at the interior except for reserved line just under rim. 7.5 YR 2.5/1, black, deluding to, 7.5 YR 
4/6, strong brown. 10 R 4/3, weak red, applied. 
MPC-TR 
 
120. AC16A.CL/20, AC16.20/2j, AC17.15/1j, AC17A.14/2j 



Fragments from bottom and wall of powder pyxis cover with profiled base and rim. Paint is flaking off. 
WH. 3.5 cm. Ø base: 8.0 cm. Ø rim. 8,0 cm. T. 0.3 cm. 
Clay: 5 Y 8/3 pale yellow with no inclusions. 
Circles around centre of top. Next two bands with groups of oblong lines. single line towards edge. edge is 
monochrome in purple. On exterior wall band of inclining wavy lines bordered by lines. Interior is reserved. 
2.5 Y 5/3 light olive brown, 2.5 YR 4/3 dusky red. 
MPC-TR 
 
121. AC17A.8/1j. 
Fragments from powder pyxis cover with profiled base and rim. Paint lost. 
WH. 4.6 cm. Ø rim. 8.5 cm. Ø base. 8.5 cm. T. 0.2 cm. 
Clay: 5 Y 8/2 pale yellow. No inclusions. 
At bottom there is a line closest to the centre, then reserved band with groups of four wavy lines after that 
there is another thin reserved band with dashes. base is monochrome. At exterior wall, central band bordered 
by reserved band with groups of four wavy lines. Rim is monochrome. 
MPC-TR 
 
122. MSI.31/10XX 
Body of oinochoe. Fragments missing. Paint worn off in some places. 
Ø base. 7.0 cm. H. 4.35 cm. T. 0.2 cm (bottom), 0.4 cm (wall). 
Clay: 5 Y 8/3, pale yellow. Some calcareous inclusions. 
Three bands from base, then lines. Rays at shoulder and sigmas at neck. 10 YR 2/2, very dark brown, 
deluding to 10 YR 5/6, yellowish brown. 
MPC.LPC 
 
123. AC25.1/16X. profile. 
Lower bottom and wall fragment of lekythos. Paint lost. 
Ø base: 17.0 cm, H. 3.9 cm. T. 0.3 cm (bottom), 0.45 cm (wall). 
Clay: 5 Y 8/3, pale yellow. Few calcareous inclusions. 
Rays from base. Figure frieze in black figure style, front part of goat moving left. Dots and rosettes as f.o. 
MPC-LPC 
 
124. AC23.1/13j. 
Lid. Small part of side is missing. Paint lost in few places. 
VH. 1.8 cm. H. 4.8 cm. Preserved W: 4.7 cm. T. 0.2 cm. 
Hard fired clay, 10YR.7/4 very pale brown. No inclusions. 
Deco: Two lines at top. Two circles around and monochrome from there and outwards, 2.5YR.4/8 dark red. 
 MPC.LPC 
 
 
Matt-painted imports 720-680 BC. 
 
 
135. AC14/1002 
Lower wall fragment of small rounded vessel. 
H. 3.0 cm. W. 3.7 cm. T. 0.4 cm. 
2.5 Y 8/2, pale yellow. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica. 
Slightly diagonal vertical band to the left. Two diagonal irregular lines and band to the right,10 YR 2/2, very 
dark brown. 
 
136. AC16.10/2I 
Upper wall fragment of small closed vessel. Some soil incrustations. 
H: 3.3 cm; W: 3.0 cm; T: 0.35 cm. 



Clay: 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown. 7.5 YR 6/6, reddish yellow (at interior). Very frequent inclusions of 
“gold” mica. 
Small remain of line at upper part, then single vertical line followed by horizontal band. Next two thin 
horizontal lines a meander and another horizontal line,10 YR 3/2, very dark grayish brown. 
 
137. AC16.10/1I 
Upper wall fragments. Wheel made. 
H: 4.8 cm; W: 5.5 cm; T: 0.35 cm. 
Clay: 5 Y 8/3, pale yellow. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica. 
Small part of horizontal line preserved at lower part, then band and three lines, 5 Y 3/1, very dark gray. 
 
138. AC16A.22/34XX 
Upper wall fragment of small vessel. Olla ?. 
H: 2.85 cm; W: 2.4 cm; T: 0.35 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica.  
Horizontal black line and red band at upper part. To the right these are overlapped by a thin vertical line and 
horizontal zig-zag lines attached to flanking vertical lines,10 YR 2/1, black, 10 R 4/3, weak red.   
 
139. AC16A.25/28 
Upper wall fragment of olla.  
H: 4.0 cm; W: 3.8 cm; T: 0.2 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica.  
Broad red band followed by brown, red and two brown lines. Above that there is a single hatched step 
meander, 10 YR 2./2, very dark brown, 2.5 YR 5/3, reddish brown.  
 
140. AC17.1/1I 
Upper wall fragment probably from bi-conical vessel. Handmade. Some soil incrustations. 
H: 4.05 cm; W: 3.3 cm; T: 0.35 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica.       
Bi-chrome. Red band bordered by black band. Vertical band and two lines below that, 10 YR 3/1, very dark 
gray, 2.5 YR 3/3, dark reddish brown. 
 
141. AC17.15/7 
Wall fragment of small rounded vessel. 
H: 3.95 cm; W: 4.3 cm; T: 0.4 cm. 
Clay: 2.5 YR 8/3, pale yellow. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica and a single red particle. 
Lower part reserved. Above, horizontal band followed by thin line. above that two individual panels with 
closely set vertical zig zag lines. A thin line above and below is connection to the panels. Next. A thin 
horizontal line and a band, 10 YR 2/1, black. 
 
142. AC17.15/734 
Flat base and wall fragment. 
Ø base: 5.1 cm; Preserved VH: 1.1 cm; T: 0.4 cm (base), 0.2 cm (wall). 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/3, pale yellow.  Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica and sporadic calcareous inclusions. 
Broad band covering the base and lower part of wall. From that, four groups of five pointed dashes pointing 
towards centre of base, very dark grayish brown. 
 
143. AC17A.7/382 
Handle fragment of small jug (?) with part of mouth plate attached.  
H: 4.6 cm; W: 1.75 - 4.2 cm; T: 0.7 cm (handle), 0.55 cm (mouth plate). 
Clay: 5 Y 8/3, pale yellow. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica. 
Irregular vertical lines at back of handle. Small monochrome area at upper left part of mouth plate. 2.5 Y 
2.5/1, black. 



 
144. AC18A.15/1I 
Upper wall fragment of small closed vessel. Handmade.  
H: 3.05 cm; W: 4.0 cm; T: 0.3-0.45 cm. 
Clay: 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica and one black stone of 1 mm. 
To the upper left, probably part of meander boxed in by connection vertical and horizontal band. Below that, 
four thin closely set horizontal lines with band below, 10 YR 3/1, very dark gray. 
 
145. AC22A.14/pp3. 
Upper wall fragment.  
H: 4.15 cm, W: 6.25 cm; T: 0.25 – 0.5 cm. 
Clay: 5 Y 8/3, pale yellow. Freq. Inclusions of “gold” mica. 
Two diagonal lines connection to horizontal line above. From that, row of vertical zig zag lines connection to 
broad horizontal band. Above that a further horizontal line is preserved. 2.5 Y 2.5/1, black – 2.5 Y 4/4, olive 
brown.  
 
146. AC23.6/25, AC26.11/111 
Handle and wall fragments of olla. 
H: 7.8 cm; W: 5.5 cm; T: 0.6 cm (handle), 0.5 cm (wall). 
Clay: 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica. 
Broad band at each side of handle which continues down the lower body of the vessel. At handle groups of 
diagonal thin lines are filling to space between the bands. At the lower part of the vessel the space is filled by 
two thin vertical lines and between then, horizontal zig zag lines. At the height of the handle attachment the 
decoration is interrupted by a broad horizontal line. to the left and right of the handle attachment are vertical 
bar followed by thin vertical lines are preserved, 10 YR 2/1, black.  
 
 
147. AC24.1/32X 
Wall fragment. rounded vessel. Handmade. 
H: 4.55 cm; W: 5.5 cm; T: 0.35-0.6 cm 
Clay: 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica. 
Deco: Two horizontal band at upper part. Probably remain of hanging drop to the left and hanging ornament 
consisting of vertical line with two horizontal lines to the right,10 YR 2/1, black. 
 
148. AC25.1/1I 
Wall fragment of small rounded vessel. Wheel made. 
H: 2.8 cm; W: 3.6 cm; T: 0.2 cm 
Clay: 10 YR 3/2, very pale brown. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica and a single red particle 
Bi-chrome. Red horizontal band with three thin black lines below. Then downwards curving black line, 10 
YR 3/2, very dark grayish brown, 2.5 YR 3/4, dark reddish brown. 
 
149. AC25.1/44 
Wall and handle fragment.  
H: 4.5 cm; W: 6.6 cm; T: 0.45 cm 
Clay: 5 Y 8/3, pale yellow. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica. 
Slightly curving vertical handle left of handle. Three horizontal lines from that. Single line around underside 
of handle attachment, 2.5 Y 2.5/1, black.   
 
150. AC25.2/1I 
Wall fragment of small rounded vessel. Handmade. Some soil incrustations. 
H: 3.15 cm; W: 4.8 cm; T: 0.2 cm 
Clay: 10 YR 7/3, very pale brown. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica. 



Part of “meanderbaum” and vertical row of chevrons flanked by two lines,10 YR 3/1, very dark gray. 10 YR 
3/2, very dark grayish brown, 2.5 YR 3/4, dark reddish brown 
 
151. AC26.11/112 
Wall and handle fragment of olla. Wheel made. 
H: 3.9 cm; W: 5.7 cm; T: 0.35 cm 
Clay: 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica. 
Line at each side of handle ending up in opposite curving lines at lower body. To the right of handle there are 
two vertical lines. Beyond that there as, broad band, two lines with inter set dots and two lines with inter set 
steps. Three horizontal lines above that followed by reserved band and another thin line. Small monochrome 
are remains at upper part of interior wall, 10 YR 2/1, black. Interior: 10 YR 2/1, black. 
 
152. AC26.11/1I 
Fragment of flat base. 
Ø of base: 5.5 cm; T: 0.45 cm 
Clay: 10 YR 7/3, very pale brown. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica. 
Central motive of circle with double lined cross. Broad band at base,10 YR 3/2, very dark grayish brown. 
 
153. AC26.11/52X 
Fragment of open wall handle. 
H: 2.95 cm; W: 3.95 cm; T: 0.3-0.7 cm 
Clay: 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica and a single red particle. 
Trapeze shaped red line flanked by two vertical black lines to the right and single horizontal line above. Line 
at top of handle, 10 YR 3/2, very dark grayish brown. 2.5 YR 3/4, dark reddish brown.   
 
154. AC26.18/33XX 
Wall fragment of rounded vessel. 
H: 4.7 cm; W: 4.8 cm; T: 0.3 cm 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/2, pale yellow. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica. 
Two vertical slightly curving bands, the outer one ending in an angle. Two thin horizontal lines above, 2.5 Y 
3/2, very dark grayish brown. 
 
155. AC3.13/1I 
Wall fragment of closed vessel. 
H: 5.6 cm; W: 3.8 cm; T: 0.25 – 0.45 cm 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/3, very pale brown. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica and sporadic calcareous particles, 
Four diagonal lines which probably belongs to a open a tenda motive. Band bordered by line under that, 2.5 
Y 3/1, very dark gray. 
 
156. AC3.13/2I 
Handle fragment of small jug (?) with part of mouth plate attached.  
H 4.0 cm; W: 2.3- 2.5 cm; T: 0.7 cm (handle), 0.35 cm (mouth plate). 
Clay: 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica.  
Two groups of closely set thin horizontal lines at the centre of handle, these are flanked by two horizontal 
bands and bordered by a thin line that overlaps the horizontal bands. Two bands at top of mouth plate and 
thin outwards pointing rays, 10 YR 2.5/1, black. 
 
157. AC3.29/105 
Wall fragment. rounded vessel. Handmade. 
H: 4.2 cm; W: 4.1 cm; T: 0.4 cm 
Clay: 2.5 Y 8/3, pale yellow. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica.  
Part of coam like ornament boxed in by connecting downwards curving, vertical and horizontal band, 2.5 Y 
3/1, very dark gray. 



 
158. C2056 
Handle fragment of small jug (?) with part of mouth plate attached.  
H:  3.9 cm; W: 1.2-3.8 cm; T: 0.65 cm (handle), 0.3 cm (mouth plate). 
Clay: 10 YR 8/3, very pale brown. Very frequent inclusions of “gold” mica. 
Side of handles are monochrome. At back of handle there are a single line to each side followed by a one 
sided fishbone motive. Line around edge of mouth plate with short inwards pointing dashes. 10 YR 2.5/1, 
black. 
 
159. AC16.12/108, AC16A.22/3X, AC17.15/9X, AC23.1/2X. 
Wall fragments from oinochoe of the Cumea Group not all joining but probably from same vessel. Well 
preserved. 
H: 4.45 cm; W: 7.45 cm; T: 3.35 cm 
Clay: 2.5 Y 7/4, pale yellow. Few calcareous inclusions. 
Parts of floral motive. One fragment with two a cross going incised lines.  
7.5 YR 2.5/2 very dark brown, deluding to 7.5 YR 4/6, strong brown. 
MPCI 
 
160. AC16A.18/1.ST  
Rim fragment. Paint lost in some places. Calcareous incrustations. 
Ø rim: 14.0 cm; H: 2.6 cm;  T: 0.3-0.5 cm 
Clay: Depurated, very hard fired. 5 YR 6/6, reddish yellow. Very frequent inclusions of mica. 
Horizontal lines at lower part. Then panel with two preserved lozengous with central dot. Flanked by vertical 
bars and horizontal lines to the left. Lines under rim. line at rim. Monochrome at the interior except for 
reserved band just under rim, Metallic shine, 5 YR 2.5/2, dark reddish brown. 
700-680 BC 
 
161. AC4.21/1ST 
Rim fragment. Well preserved. 
Ø rim: 14.0 cm; H: 3.4 cm;  T: 0.45 cm 
Clay: Depurated, very hard fired. 5 YR 5/6, yellowish red. Sporadic calcareous inclusions. Frequent mica.  
Deco: Monochrome at lower part. Two horizontal lines above. Next panel with remains of four rounded 
lozenges with central dot. Vertical bars preserved to the right. Three horizontal lines under rim. line at rim 
also. Monochrome at the interior except for a reserved band just under rim, The paint has a clear metallic 
shine. 5 YR 3/3, dark reddish brown, deluding to, 5 YR 4/4, reddish brown. 
 700-680 BC 
     
162. AC14.A2.1/64  
Rim fragment. Well preserved. 
Ø rim:  12.0 cm; H: 2.6 cm; T:  0.25-0.45 cm 
Clay: Depurated, very hard fired. 7.5 YR 4/4, brown. Inclusions of mica. 
Horizontal lines. Line at rim. monochrome at the interior except for reserved band just under rim. Paint: The 
paint has a clear metallic shine. 5 YR 2.5/2, dark reddish brown. 
700-680 BC 
 
163. AC16.10/29, AC16A.13/4 
Rim fragment. Well preserved. 
Ø rim: 10.5 cm; H:  2.25 cm; T: 0.25 cm 
Clay: 5 YR 5/6, yellowish red. Sp inclusions of mica and calcareous particles. 
Two horizontal lines preserved at lower part. Above that, panel of chane motive with interspaced dot. 
Flanked by vertical bars and horizontal lines byone that. Three horizontal lines above. Monochrome at 
interior except for reserved band under lip, 5 YR 2.5/1, black. 
700-680 BC 



 
164 is not included in the catalogue.  
 
165. AC16.2/129 
Rim fragment. Paint slightly worn. 
Ø rim: 7.0 cm; H: 4.3 cm; T: 0.35 cm 
Clay: Depurated, very hard fired. 5YR.5/6, yellowish red. Mica and a single calcareous particle. 
Horizontal lines then panel with swastika flanked by vertical bars. Horizontal lines above that. Band 
covering rim and lip. Reserved at the interior. The paint has a metallic shine. 5 YR 3/2, dark reddish brown. 
700-680 BC 
 
166. AC16.8/1.ST 
Wall fragment. Well preserved with some calcareous incrustations.  
H: 3.5 cm; W: 4.0 cm; T: 0.4 cm. 
Clay: Depurated, very hard fired. 2.5 YR 6/4, light reddish brown. Frequent mica and a few black and 
calcareous particle. 
Horizontal lines followed by panel with four chevrons flanked by three vertical bars. Horizontal lines above. 
Reserved at the interior, Paint has a metallic shine. 5 YR 2.5/2, dark reddish brown, deluding to, 5 YR 5/6, 
yellowish red. 
700-680 BC 
 
167. AC16.20/1.ST 
Rim fragment. Well preserved.  
Ø rim: 7.5 cm; H: 5.4 cm;  T. 0.3 cm. 
Clay: Depurated, very hard fired. 2.5 YR 6/4, light reddish brown. Frequent mica and a few calcareous 
particle. 
Slip at exterior. Lower part monochrome. Then horizontal lines followed by band of closely set chevrons. 
Horizontal lines above. Band covering rim and lip. Reserved at the interior.  
Slip: 7.5 YR 8/4, pink. The paint applied on the slip has a metallic shine. 10 R 4/3, weak red, deluding to, 10 
R 5/6, red. 
700-680 BC 
 
168. AC27.1/1.ST 
Rim fragment. Well preserved.  
Ø rim: 7.0 cm; H: 3.7 cm; T: 0.35 cm 
Clay: Depurated, very hard fired. 5 YR 5/6, yellowish red. frequent mica and a few calcareous particle. 
Horizontal lines, then panel with swastika flanked by vertical bars to the left followed by a central panel with 
three lozenges with central dot. Closely set chevrons to the right of that. Horizontal lines above. Band 
covering rim and lip. Reserved at the interior. Paint has a clear metallic shine.  
5 YR 3/2, dark reddish brown, deluding to, 5 YR 4/4, reddish brown. 
700-680 BC 
 
169. AC16.20/3.ST, AC16.20/4.ST 
Two fragments. Not joining but probably from same lid. Well preserved. 
Ø. rim:  8.0 cm; T: 0.3 cm. 
Clay: Depurated, very hard fired. 2.5 YR 6/6, light red. Calcareous inclusions and mica. 
Circles at lid and band around knob. Circles at top of knob. 
Clear metallic shine. 5YR.2.5/2, dark reddish brown, deluding to, 5YR.6/6, reddish yellow. 
700-680 BC 
 
170. AC3.11/14K, AC15.20/59. 
Upper wall fragments from closed vessel. 
H: 7.1 cm; W: 12.2 cm; T: 0.6 cm. 



Clay: 2.5 YR 6/6, light red,  Gley 2, 4/5PB, dark bluish gray, at core. Medium inclusions of mica. Sporadic 
black, red and calcareous particles.   
Coam like ornament at lower part. Then, horizontal band and two lines. A tenda above that, followed by two 
horizontal lines, 5 YR 2.5/1, black ;  5 YR 4/3, reddish brown. 
700-680 BC 
    
171. is not included in the catalogue.  
 
172. AC25.4/3j. 
Large handle. 
H: 10.3 cm; W: 5.0 cm; T: 1.35 cm 
Clay: Medium hard fired clay, 10YR.8/4 very pale brown. No inclusions. 
Vertical double change motive with central dots, 10YR.2/1 black, 7.5YR.6/6 reddish yellow. 
MPC 
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