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The cover shows an artist impression of a bronze mirror displayed in the ‘Museo Gregoriano Etrusco’ (Vatican City). The 
mythological figure is Calchas (Κάλχας). Calchas was a priest of Apollo according to the ancient Greek history. He is men-
tioned in Homer’s Iliad. Calchas was famous for his ability to predict the future by ‘reading’ a sheep’s liver. The liver was 
studied and size, form, different parts such as the right and left lobe, gallbladder and ligaments were systematically 
judged. In this way a prediction could be made about the things that were about to happen. This practise was known as 
‘hepatoscopy’. 
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