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sor Rob de Meijer and Professor Natal Severijns, for careful reading of the
manuscript and their valuable comments and suggestions. I am also grateful
to Professor Rob Timmermans for critical review of the theoretical chapter of
the manuscript.

I have been enjoying working in the TRIµP group. I am grateful to
Gerco Onderwater for helping me master the data analyzing package “Root”.
Special thanks to Georg Berg, Peter Dendooven, Otto Dermois, Leo Huis-
man, Moslem Sohani, Umakanth Dammalapati, Subhadeep De and Gerald
Ebberink for their day-to-day collaboration and discussions. Separate thanks
to Gerco Onderwater, Aran Mol, Klaas Brantjes, Wilbert Kruithof and Oscar
Versolato who helped me translate and correct the “Nederlandse samenvat-
ting”.

I am thankful for the collaboration with the atomic physics group at KVI
in sharing the dye laser setup. Especially I would like to thank Ronie Hoek-
stra, Steven Knoop and Gabriel Hasan.

I would also like to acknowledge the help of the IT department, vacuum
group, workshop and electronics shop for their expertise and help in solving
technical problems in reasonable time. Thanks to Hilde Landstra and Hilde
van der Meer for their help with a great number of different documents.

113



114 Acknowledgment

I have been especially lucky to have such an open-minded and creative of-
fice mate as Emil Traykov. With the KVI PhD students I had pleasant times
during the lunch breaks and FANTOM study weeks. I thank Albert Mollema,
Alma de Groot, Vladimir Kravchuk, Andrija Matic, Denis Bodewits, Hossein
Mardanpour, Ileana Radulescu, Marlene Silva e Silva, Shiva Purushothaman,
Sybren Harmsma, Steven Hoekstra and many others for pleasant conversa-
tions and their company.

I wish to thank my parents and wife Yelena for constant support during
these years. And finally, I am grateful to all my friends in The Netherlands,
who have been making these years even more interesting, especially Alla,
Levan, Marina, Mariya and Oleg with whom I have spent a lot of pleasant
time during my stay in Groningen.




