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Undertaking this project has been a great experience. Many people–far too many to men-
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organizations made crucial contributions to the work specifically described in each chapter,

and these are generally either recognized as coauthors for substantial individual contribu-

tions, or mentioned in the separate acknowledgements sections that follow each chapter.
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research, as well as the all-important sources of funding. I don’t want to repeat these here,

but I do want to take this opportunity to make a special mention of some of the people

that more generally helped me along my way.
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accessible. I am very grateful that he always had so much faith in my efforts and gave me

the freedom that I needed to pursue my interests. Importantly, through Jan’s light-hearted

approach and vibrant sense of humour, we also always had a lot of fun. Most of all though,

it was his amazing zest and infectious enthusiasm that made working with him such a

great experience. In addition, I sincerely thank Rudi, for his tireless support, advice and

much help behind the scenes as my promotor. Jan and Rudi, I hope the whole ordeal hasn’t

been too stressful! I also want to express my thanks here to Mark Elgar (Melbourne) and

Joost (RuG) for the crucial parts that they played in my getting the opportunity to start

this project. I really appreciate their help.

I am extremely grateful to the many undergraduates from RuG that undertook projects

on the wrens or reed warblers, or just helped out occasionally. They include Dagmar,

Thorhold, Petra, Susanne, Matthijs, Koen, Steven, Wouter, Paul, Maarten, Peter-Paul,

Sanne and Margreet. They were a great bunch. Many others helped out in the field in vary-

ing capacities, and I am grateful to them all. I also want to single out Justin and Romke for

being excellent field co-workers, and for their excellent advice and countless valuable dis-

cussions over the years. Without the efforts of all of these people, collecting all of this data

would have been virtually impossible, and many of them went on to become good friends.
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ent, who I am most grateful to. In particular, I must especially thank Christiaan, Joost,
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Of course, there were also a number of people at other institutions that made valuable
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tarial staff of the Zoology Department deserve special mention for ensuring that Justin and

I were well accommodated during our forays into the swamplands of Melbourne. I am also

most grateful to the manuscript committee–Carel, Innes and Ton–for going to the trouble

of reading this dissertation. Special thanks must also go to Andy and Kate for their

patience and encouragement more recently as I wrapped this whole thing up.
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