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Stellingen behorende bij het proefschrift

Manipulative Mothers
Maternal steroid hormones and avian offspring sex ratio.

Studies in the homing pigeon

Vivian C. Goerlich

1. The combination of a stable clutch size and egg interval with a strong laying-
sequence effect in primary sex ratio changes makes pigeons especially suitable
to explore proximate but also ultimate questions of sex ratio manipulation. 

Pike 2005; This thesis, Chapters 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7

2. The discrepancies between sex ratio studies are not surprising considering 
that even the same treatment in the same species can have different effects.   

This thesis, Chapters 3 & 6

3. Trying to unravel endocrinological processes by measuring a single hormone 
is like trying to solve a puzzle with only one piece. 

4. In order to assess individual quality, calculating the temporal change of body 
condition is more accurate and powerful than using absolute values, especially
when relating maternal condition to offspring sex ratio.  

Jenni-Eiermann & Jenni 1994; Williams et al. 1999; Cameron & Linklater 2007;
Cameron et al. 2008; This thesis, Chapter 6; Goerlich et al. unpublished data

5. Molecular biology and genetics are necessary to take sex ratio research to the 
next level and beyond.

6. Repeating experiments can evoke initial frustration but eventually prove
crucial in further identification of potential mechanisms.  

This thesis, Chapters 3 & 6

7. It is highly disconcerting that in an academic environment you can encounter 
a person that argues “sometimes you do not have to understand rules, you 
just have to follow them.”

8. Making equal opportunities for women and men in science a reality requires 
more than making a conscious effort via regulations, it also requires finding
a way to deal with our subconscious attitudes that were formed by millions
of years of sexual selection. 

9. The pronunciation of “ui” is the biggest obstacle in the Dutch language.


