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Stellingen behorende bij het proefschrift 

HLA and other tales: The different perspectives of Celiac 
Disease 

 Javier Gutierrez-Achury  
Wednesday 2 December 2015 

1. The use of custom platforms for the analysis of common traits has substantially 
improved our ability to determine genetic association across the genome, that should now 
be analyzed in the light of functional biology. (this thesis)

2. Despite the major effect of the class II HLA-DQ region on the presentation of celiac 
disease, the class I MHC-HLA locus also contributes to the genetic variance, therefore 
representing novel opportunities for immunotherapy. (this thesis)

3. Fine-mapping the MHC region in other diseases with classical HLA associations will 
reveal some of their “missing” heritability. (this thesis)

4 Analyzing different non-Caucasians populations with celiac disease enhances our 
understanding of the underling disease pathology and identifies population-specific 
factors. (this thesis)

5. The joint analysis of different autoimmune diseases can help reveal the shared genetics 
among them and provides an opportunity to untangle different aspects of the autoimmunity 
process. (this thesis)

6. Integration of different levels of ~omics data is the key to understanding the genetic and 
functional processes behind the presentation of any disease phenotype. (this thesis)

7. With a careful interpretation and a holistic point of view, the results obtained from 
the genetic analysis of autoimmune diseases in different populations may be helpful to 
determine the individual causes of the diseases and possibly to create ”personalized” 
therapies. (this thesis)

8. “There is nothing so stable as change.” Bob Dylan

9. “This is your last chance. After this, there is no turning back. You take the blue pill, 
the story ends, you wake up in your bed and believe whatever you want to believe. You 
take the red pill, you stay in Wonderland and I show you how deep the rabbit-hole goes.” 
Morpheus - The Matrix

10. “Some people feel the rain, other just get wet.” Roger Miller

11. “There is a difference between knowing the path and walking the path.” Morpheus - 
The Matrix




