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Stellingen 

  Behorend bij het proefschrift 

Bilingual advantages in middle-aged and elderly populations van Nienke Houtzager 

1 In spite of what is often claimed, evidence for an advantage in executive control for elderly adults is 

still quite rare (this dissertation). 

 

2 Degree of balance in the use of a bilingual’s languages seems to be a factor positively correlating 

with the efficiency of executive control (this dissertation). 

   

3 It is important to be aware that immigration effects may confound the results of group studies into 

the bilingual advantage (this dissertation). 

  

4 The epidemiological studies that have been carried out so far do not provide conclusive evidence 

for an association of bilingualism with cognitive reserve, i.e. as a factor offering potential protection 

from dementia-related diseases. 

 

5 Friesland is a land of plenty for  psycholinguists, especially now that multilingual education is 

making its population increasingly diverse in many aspects of bilingualism. 

 

6 L'indifférence est le plus bas degré de liberté. (Indifference is the lowest degree of freedom.) 

Descartes. 

 

7 Take every man’s censure, but reserve thy own wit. Shakespeare, from Hamlet. 

 

8 The only thing that we know is that we know nothing – and that is the highest flight of human 

wisdom. Tolstoi, from ‘War and Peace’.  

 

9 Er zit niets onder Groningen.  


