
 

 

 University of Groningen

Predictors and stages of very young child EFL learners’ English development in China
Sun, He

IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Publication date:
2015

Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database

Citation for published version (APA):
Sun, H. (2015). Predictors and stages of very young child EFL learners’ English development in China.
[Thesis fully internal (DIV), University of Groningen]. University of Groningen.

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).

The publication may also be distributed here under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license.
More information can be found on the University of Groningen website: https://www.rug.nl/library/open-access/self-archiving-pure/taverne-
amendment.

Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.

Download date: 25-05-2023

https://research.rug.nl/en/publications/0f438769-ebc8-4c77-b5c2-8778e067342a


Stellingen 

Behorend bij het proefschrift 

Predictors and stages of very young child EFL learners’ English 

development in China 

1. There is unprecedented large number of very young EFL learners 

worldwide, however, research on this population remains rare. (Chapter 1) 

 

2. Contrary to what happens with child ESL learners in a naturalistic setting, 

external factors (e.g., input quality) explained more variance than internal 

factors (e.g., nonverbal intelligence) in the current child EFL study. 

(Chapter 2) 

 

3. The transfer of concepts from the L1 to the L2 might be more pronounced 

with respect to L2 semantic depth than L2 vocabulary breadth; this 

conceptual transfer is relevant to FL learners as young as three years of age. 

(Chapter 3) 

 

4. Compared to a traditional approach such as ANOVA, mixed-effects 

regression is more flexible as it is well suited to analyze an imbalanced 

dataset or a dataset containing missing values. (Chapter 3) 

 

5. Temperamental traits such as the adaptability and mood are related to 

differences in children’s language learning behaviors. (Chapter 4) 

 

6. The most common way of analyzing the development is to average the 

measurements taken from groups of children, however, this comes at a cost 

because development is a real-time idiosyncratic process. (Chapter 5) 

 

7. Future studies should pay more attention to the efficiency, equality and 

educational-continuity of ELL programs, improving the input quantity and 

quality at school and at home, to optimize the articulation of English 

education between different academic stages, and to regulate the existing 

early FL programs. (Chapter 6) 

 

8. Man is but a reed, the most feeble thing in nature, but he is a thinking reed. 

(Blaise Pascal) 

        



        


