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Stellingen 
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Modelling Analogical Change
A History of Swedish and Frisian Verb Inflection

door Oscar Strik

1. The distinction between regular and irregular morphology obscures the
more fine-grained patterns of inflection strategies. The study of the former
should always be complemented by the study of the latter.

2. Proper study of verbal inflection in the Germanic languages includes the
study of languages that have preserved multiple weak verb classes.

3. Strong verbs are still going strong.

4. Analogisch. Eigenlijk heel logisch. [Analogical. It’s really quite logical.]

5. Analogical modelling reminds us that analogy is a tool that is always avail-
able to us, not just when explaining away things otherwise inexplicable.

6. Analogy is the principle by which words decide where they belong. Frequen-
cy is the strength they have to not belong.

7. The neglect of the study of humorous language is no joke. Language play is
a serious matter.

8. Linguistic insights have thus far been too absent from secondary education.

9. “Our posturings, our imagined self-importance, the delusion that we have
some privileged position in the Universe, are challenged by this point of pale
light. Our planet is a lonely speck in the great enveloping cosmic dark. In our 
obscurity, in all this vastness, there is no hint that help will come from else-
where to save us from ourselves.”

–Carl Sagan, ‘Pale Blue Dot’

10. “It’s nice to be important, but it’s more important to be nice.”
–H.P. Baxxter


