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Curriculum vitae

Tjibbe Donker was born on the 11th of November 1980 in Dordrecht, the Ne-
therlands. After graduating secondary school in 1999 at the Liemers Colleges in
Zevenaar, he started studying Biomedical Sciences at the University of Amsterdam.
During his study, he was an active member of the biology student association
CONGO, with two years as a member of the board, of which one as chairman. In
2010, the association appointed him honorary member for his devoted time and
activity over the years. In 2002–2003, he was member of the board of the ASVA
studentenunie, the student’s union of the University of Amsterdam.

After receiving his bachelor’s degree, he went on to study Biological Sciences
at the University of Amsterdam. During his first internship, under supervision of
Maarten Boerlijst and Marijn van Ballegooijen, he analysed how immunological
pressure shapes the evolution of influenza A virus. He spent his second internship
at the Theoretical Biology and Bioinformatics group at Utrecht University, working
with Rob de Boer and Vitaly Ganusov on modelling the immune reaction to
influenza infection. In October 2006, he graduated with distinction.

Between October 2006 and September 2007, he worked as junior researcher
at Utrecht University, developing methods to explore and analyse flow cytometry
datasets. In September 2007, he started his PhD research on “Modelling the future
of MRSA in the Netherlands”, at the Centre for Infectious Disease Control (CIb)
of the National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM), under
supervision of Hajo Grundmann and Jacco Wallinga. His PhD research was shortly
sidetracked after the pandemic outbreak of a novel influenza A/H1N1 in 2009, as
he continued to work on the analysis of real-time data related to influenza. He was
awarded “young researcher of the year” by the CIb in 2011. His research resulted in
numerous international publications, those related to his PhD project are included
in this thesis.

Since January 2013, he is based at the department of Medical Microbiology of
the University Medical Centre Groningen, working on the analysis of the dispersal
of MRSA through the UK, funded by the UK Clinical Research Collaboration.
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