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PROPOSITIONS 

accompanying the dissertation 

 

Cops, Critics and Confrontation 

The public debate on police violence in New York and its historical roots 

by 

Michelle E. Knight 

 
1. Paradoxical societal views and expectations of the police lay at the heart of 

police problems. 

2. The causes for current police problems can be traced back to as early as 1845. 

3. In order to stop history from being their worst enemy, one of the best lessons 
police critics and police defenders can learn from the past is not to use it as a 
weapon. 

4. New York police officers are just as much a victimized minority as the groups 
this study refers to as ‘police critics’. 

5. One of the biggest and most harmful mistakes in the discussions about police 
violence in New York is that the broader history of the NYPD is left untouched. 

6. Communication about police violence can become as harmful, and even as 
lethal, as the violence itself. 

7. While the New York Times’ coverage of the Sean Bell case was balanced, it has 
overall had a detrimental effect on the process of the police-violence debate. 

8. The disciplines of history and communication form an inseparable academic 
duo. 

9. Power relations and dominance work not merely top-down, but rather involve 
an organic and dynamic struggle between different stakeholders; the effects of 
this struggle are equally diffuse. 

10. Not having a visceral reaction to police violence is more harmful to the police 
commissioner than having a visceral one; the opposite is the case for police 
critics. 

11. While Critical Discourse Analysis recognizes the importance of historical 
research, it focuses perhaps too much on the analysis of texts, rather than on 
historical research. 

12. Critics and defenders of the NYPD may find this study prejudiced, offensive, 
untruthful, and a clear sign that the author is part of the ‘them’ group. 


